


Since 1984 Families Forward has been helping families in need 
achieve and maintain self-sufficiency through housing, food, 

counseling, education and other support services.   

Families Forward is committed to serving each family with the 
core values of dignity, empowerment, accountability, 

community spirit, and hope. 



WHAT IS HAPPENING IN  

ORANGE COUNTY? 





• Over 5% of Orange County students (28,450 children) 

are homeless or unstably housed, doubled from 2006-

2007 and higher than Los Angeles and San Diego 
counties. 

 

• Orange County’s lowest-income renters spend 87% of 
income on rent, leaving little left for food, 

transportation, health expenses, and other needs. 

 

• For low income families, median income has declines 

10% while rents have increased 19% since 2000. 
 

 
(Sources: Orange County Children's Partnership. The 23rd Annual report on the Condition of Children in Orange County 2017. Public Policy Institute of 

California. California Housing Partnership and The Kennedy Commission report August 2014)  

Orange County’s Harsh Realities  



Bottom Line 

A minimum wage worker must work  

105 hours a week  

to afford a one-bedroom apartment  

in Orange County. 

(Source: 2017 OC Community Indicators Report) 



Families Forward Creates a  

Brighter Future  

 

 

 

Services Provided:  
 Housing  

 Food Pantry 

 Career Coaching 

 Community Cares  

 Counseling 

 Seasonal Programs 

 

 



Housing Program 
 

There is no place like home 

2016-2017 Impact  
•  203 Homeless Families (686 children and their parents)  achieved 

safety and stability through our Housing Program. 
•  97% of the graduating families secured their own housing 

and  gained self-sufficiency. 



RAPID RE-HOUSING 









 
 

 

Tenant Screenings 

Housing Plans 

Tenant Education 

Home Visits 

Landlord Engagement 

Landlord Liaison 

Housing Resource Specialists 





The Family Response System will work to align and streamline resources 

accessed by families. The goal is to build efficiency to support a family 

accessing the system to be linked quickly and appropriately to end their 

housing crisis in 30 days or less. 



Contact Info 

Madelynn Hirneise  

Director of Programs and Strategic Intiatives 

mhirneise@families-forward.org 

Direct line: (949) 716-5863 
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