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Voters Edge 
 
Voters Edge is a website that was established in 2016, replacing the League's Smartvoter. Two non-profits, 
the League of Women Voters California Education Fund and Maplight produce the site. They have teamed up 
to offer free campaign publicity to all candidates on the ballot in California via the website http://
www.votersedge.org. 
 
On the site, voters enter their street address and zip code and then click on "Find my ballot.” What appears is 
the ballot they will see at the next election, the candidate races, and all ballot measures, state and local, that 
relate to their home address. 
 
Voters Edge does not endorse any candidates (always the case with the League) nor does it offer any opinions 
on the ballot measures. The site is information - and education - oriented. Candidates may include their 
Facebook, website or other media sites for their candidacy. However, for Voters Edge they are to speak to 
their own goals, experience, etc. 
 
I am coordinating the team that assists the state league in contacting candidates representing our area, from 
congressional candidates to water district candidates. Assisting me for the 2020 elections are Kris Rekdahl, 
Rita Champlion and Theresa Riviera. Our team shares the list of candidates. Then we invite candidates to 
participate. It can be challenging as candidates are often busy. 
 
Any information you find about a candidate on the Voter Edge site has been submitted by the candidate. If 
there is no information, the candidate has not yet replied. Maplight does update the top 10 donor information 
for candidates and ballot measures based on the FPPC filings made by campaigns. In late 2021, I will be 
asking if any members would like to join us in this activity. It has been very interesting work to do for the 
primaries and general elections. 
       By Claudia Bonsignore LWVSC 1st VP 

EVENTS 

Tuesday, 9/29/20, 6:30 p.m.: the Education Committee of Sacramento Area Congregations Together (Sac ACT) is hosting a 

 forum (via Zoom) for Sacramento City Unified School District Board candidates. Sac ACT is a nonpartisan organization 

 and all candidates have been invited to participate in the forum. Register at bit.ly/SCUSDCandidatesForum   

 or contact Tere@sacact.org or (916) 267-9087 

Monday, 10/5/20, 6:00 p.m.-7:15 p.m. Women Power the Vote advocacy event includes the panel on Sacramento City Measure 

 A, Mayoral Accountability and Community Equity Act, aka, strong mayor. See below & page 2. 

Saturday, 10/10/20, 10:00 a.m.-Noon: Get Out the Vote. Silent Sentinels: on October 10 1911, California women got the vote — 

 you can become a modern day Silent Sentinel by joining your sister suffragists on busy street corners in the Sacramento 

 area urging people to exercise their right to be heard. Information and registration at 

 silentsentinels@capitalwomenscampaign.com 

"Women Power the Vote" Event Online October 5th 
 
Sacramento Women and Girls Advancement Coalition, NAACP, Latino Democrats, National Women’s Political Caucus, Capital 
Women’s Campaign and several other community groups that are opposed to ballot measure A are hosting a Women Power The 
Vote. We will have a panel discussion and Q&A with former Mayor Heather Fargo, former Councilmember Lauren Hammond 
and Paula Lee to discuss why "we are stronger without a strong mayor,” a great line from the group Hmong Innovating Politics. 
 
The Women Power the Vote event will include the LWV statewide ballot recommendations and our other resources for voters. 
Register at: bit.ly/NO_Measure_A  (link is case sensitive) password; NoMeasureA or call 408-418-9388. Code 146 768 0735 
           By P. Lee 

http://www.votersedge.org
https://maplight.org/
http://www.votersedge.org/
http://www.votersedge.org/
mailto:Tere%20Flores%20Onofre%20%3ctere@sacact.org%3e
C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/9.29 Candidates Forum Flyer (5).pdf
bit.ly/SCUSDCandidatesForum
mailto:Tere@sacact.org
mailto:silentsentinels@capitalwomenscampaign.com
mailto:silentsentinels@capitalwomenscampaign.com
http://bit.ly/NO_Measure_A
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Contact Us 

 

League of Women Voters  
of Sacramento County 
921 11th Street Suite 700 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
916-447-8683 

lwvsacramento.org 
lwvs@lwvsacramento.org  
 
Board of Directors Officers 
Suzi Bakker, President 
Claudia Bonsignore, 1st Vice-President 
Theresa Riviera, 2nd Vice-President 
Terri Colosimo, Secretary 
Rita Champlion, Treasurer 
    
Directors 
Dolores Delgado Campbell, Diversity, 
 Equity & Inclusion  
Carol Enns, Communications 
Mahnaz  Khazari, Membership 
Nancy Lapp 
Brenda Main, Observer Corps 
Norma Nelson, Criminal Justice 
Joan Normington 
Inga Olson 
Marge Patzer, Voter Services 
 
Off Board Leads 
Patricia Pavone, LWVC Children’s        
  Roundtable 
Claudia Bonsignore, Budget Committee 
Paula Lee, Nominating  Committee 

 
The Voter 
Vacant, editor 
Eileen Heaser, publisher 
 

Social media 
Carol Enns, Webmaster 
Karen Redman, Facebook 
Hazel Bergtholdt, Twitter 
Lana Wong, Instagram 
Suzi Bakker, Flickr  

 

 

Web sites to check for 
League news 
LWVC.org  
LWV.org 

         Articles for The Voter 
Members are encouraged to write 

articles relevant to LWV issues, 

word length up to approximately 

350 words. Please provide 

attribution when appropriate. 

Email: eheaserlwv@gmail.com 

Vote Centers and Drop 
Boxes 

Information available in 
September. 

No Way MEASURE A - LWV Opposes “Strong Mayor” Again 
 
The Strong Mayor Committee is going strong. League members Charlene Jones, Norma 
Nelson, Heather Fargo and Wendy Hoyt are working on an effort to defeat Measure A. The 
campaign has an outreach committee, endorsement committee and fundraising committee. 
We are speaking whenever possible at neighborhood association meetings and community 
organizations. The timeline is short as ballots will be mailed on October fifth.  
  
The No on A Committee website is www.NoWayMeasureA.com  Donations are needed. The 
Mayor plans to spend more than one million dollars or “whatever it takes” to pass A. The 
Firefighters Union 522, on the NO committee, has reasonably priced lawn signs. If you can 
put up a yard sign or know someone in the city who can email   
advocacy@lwvsacramento.org to request one. If you happen to own some commercial 
property in a visible location, we have access to large six-foot signs. 
 
Major and minor political parties in Sacramento County (Democratic, Republican, Green and 
Libertarian in addition to many neighborhood associations and community groups) are 
opposed to Measure A. Measure A appears on the ballot as The Mayoral Accountability and 
Community Equity Act. 
        By. P Lee  

 

lwvsacramento.org
mailto:lwvs@lwvsacramento.org
http://facebook.com/LWVSacramento/
http://twitter.com/lwvsacramento/
http://instagram.com/lwvsacramento/
http://Flickr.com/lwvsacramento/
http://LWVC.org
http://lwv.org/
mailto:eheaserlwv@gmail.com
https://elections.saccounty.net/VoteCenters/pages/locations.aspx
https://elections.saccounty.net/VoteCenters/pages/locations.aspx
http://www.nowaymeasurea.com/
mailto:email%20advocacy@lwvsacramento.org
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Unit Meetings—September 2020 CANCELLED Until Further Notice 

Greenhaven 
Land Park 

Tuesday, 10:00 a.m.               

Cancelled 
Roseann Kerby                  

916-392-1267 

Mary Hopkins 45 Sunlit Circle,  Sacra-

mento, 95831, 916-422-6958 

Outlier’s Folsom Wednesday, 11:45 a.m.              

Cancelled 
Nancy Compton                 

916-600-1992 

Lunch, Cliff House, Folsom, 9900 

Greenback Lane. 916-989-9243 

Suburban Tuesday, 9:15 a.m.                            

Cancelled 

Alice Ginosar                     

916-545-6015 

2426 Garfield Ave. Carmichael 95608 

Brief Review of California Propositions, November 3rd General Election  
 
There are 12 propositions on the ballot. Props 14-24 are initiatives placed on the ballot by the legislature or the people via 
signature gathering. Prop. 25 is a referendum (Ref). Propositions that are Constitutional Amendments (CoA) will change the 
California Constitution, statutes (Stat) will become laws.  

Sources: LWVC 2020 Easy Voter Guide; Props to you, Californians: A preview of what’s on your November ballot, CalMatters; 
LWVC Pros & Cons; Secretary of State Election Ballot measures. Vote with the League proposition recommendations, November 
3, 2020  

14-Bonds Stem Cells, (Stat) to continue funding stem cell and medical research first passed as Prop 71 in 2004. Initiative funded 
by Robert Klein, first Board chair of The California Initiative for Regenerative Medicine. Would allow state to sell $5.5 billion 
new bonds, includes $1.5 billion for Alzheimer’s & Parkinson’s. Opposed say the state should not spend this money when so many 
people are out of work. LWVC NEUTRAL 
 
15- Split Roll: Taxes on Commercial Property (CoA) CTA, SEIU and Chan Zuckerberg support an increased tax on commercial 
property, e.g. businesses, shopping centers. Revision to Prop 13, 1976. Property taxes would be based on worth of property now,  
if worth more than $3 million, and would increase yearly based on purchase price. Residential homes not affected. Local 
governments would receive between $6.5 and 11.5 billion in additional taxes per year. Opposed say prices would increase on 
everything people buy. LWVC YES 
 
16- End Ban on Affirmative Action (CoA) Sponsored by S. Weber (D) Assembly, response to Prop 209, 1996. It would allow 
schools and public agencies to take race, sex, ethnicity, color, and origin country into account for hiring, admissions, contract 
assigning, etc. Opposed say everyone should be treated equally. LWVC YES 
 
17-Voting Rights for Parolees (CoA) by Kevin McCarty (D) Assembly, would amend Article II, Sec 2 … (b) “An elector 
disqualified from voting while serving a state or federal prison term, as described in Section 4, shall have their right to vote 
restored upon the completion of their prison term.” As of 2016 40,000, Californians were no longer in prison but were unable to 
vote, an estimated two-thirds being Latino or Black. Working people paying taxes and raising families deserve to have a voice in 
policy-making. Opposed say it allows violent criminals to vote before completing their parole and rehabilitation, and will add to 
pain and suffering of victims. LWVC YES 
 
18-Voting Rights, 17-yearolds (CoA) by K. Mullin (D) San Mateo. Allow 17-year-old U.S. citizens to vote in primary and 
special elections if they will turn 18 by the subsequent general election. Once voting begins, it becomes a life-long habit; engage 
young early. Opposed say they are not adults; also they are subject to influence by teachers. LWVC YES 
 
19-Property Tax Rules Changes (CoA) by K. Mullin (D) San Mateo. Expands property tax rules for special groups including 
people over 55,disabled or effected by natural disaster. Homeowners could keep lower tax basis for up to three moves within the 
state. Opposed say this tax increase was rejected in 2018 and the tax could hurt those who cannot afford to pay taxes on an 
inherited home. Exacerbates an inequitable tax system. LWVC NO 
 
20-Criminal Penalties and Parole (Stat) Makes changes to the process by which people are charged with certain crimes and the 
process of granting them parole. Previous measures AB 109 (2011), Prop 47 (2014), Prop 57 (2016) were passed to increase 
reforms). Expands list of crimes classified as violent, creates list of criteria for the Board of Parole Hearings to use during parole 
consideration; requires collection of DNA from people even though the crime may be a misdemeanor. Opposed say: will roll back 
prison reforms, cost taxpayers millions, slashes mental health and rehab programs, etc.  LWVC NO   
      
21-Local Governments and Rent Control (Stat) Funded by AIDS Healthcare Foundation. Similar measure defeated in 2018. 
Allows local governments to establish rent control on residential properties over 15 years old AND rent increases of 15% over 
three years from previous tenant’s rent above any increase allowed by local ordinances. Opposed say law will cause landlords to 
evict renters; will make housing less available and affordable. LWVC NEUTRAL 
            Continued on page 3 

LWVSC will not be hosting in-person unit meetings for the foreseeable future. Unit leaders are welcome to schedule 

virtual meetings. 

https://lwvc.org/sites/default/files/downloads/EVG-Nov2020-Eng.pdf
https://calmatters.org/explainers/california-november-2020-ballot-propositions-final-list/?fbclid=IwAR1E9smAg27n1FatHVhsAlo9iWQJW4yzcsdy5dQkwV_L7uxdal9wh6Z6818
https://lwvc.org/vote/elections/ballot-measures
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Desktop/Secretary%20of%20State%20(SOS)
https://lwvc.org/sites/default/files/Vote%20with%20the%20League%20November%202020%20v2.pdf?emci=b54f8bea-0dee-ea11-99c3-00155d039e74&emdi=8f67d25b-04ef-ea11-99c3-00155d039e74&ceid=1953140
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Continued from page 2 
 
22-Rideshare & Delivery Drivers (Stat) Funded by Lyft, Uber & Doordash. Amends new state law to classify app-based 
rideshare and delivery drivers as independent contractors (not employees) and requires rideshare and delivery companies to adopt 
labor and wage policies unique to these drivers. Including minimum compensation, healthcare subsidy, medical expenses, rest 
policy and more. Opposed say companies do not want to pay drivers’ basic benefits, sick leave unemployment benefits, etc.                             
LWVC takes no stand as the League has no Position on this issue.  
 
23-Kidney Dialysis Clinics (Stat) Supported by SEIU-United Health Workers West. Attempted to pass Prop 8, 2018. Six hundred 
private, licensed dialysis clinics in CA would have to have a licensed physician at the clinic when patients are being treated, 
infections must be reported to the state health department, clinic must offer the same level of care regardless of method of payment. 
Opposed say would take doctors away from hospitals and emergency rooms; some dialysis clinics may close due to increased 
costs. Why should voters be deciding questions on medical staffing and record keeping?  LWVC NEUTRAL 
 
24-Consumer Privacy Laws (Stat) Strengthen California’s consumer privacy law. Funded by Alastair & Celine MacTaggart. In 
2018, the California Consumer Privacy Act was passed, the strictest such law in the US. Prop 24 would increase financial penalties 
for violators and allow consumers to demand that personal information not be shared at all, not limiting its sale. Opposed say still 
gives tech companies too much power to use data. Consumers should not have to fill out and send forms to tech companies to have 
data protected. Initiative  includes many impacts and nuances that are difficult for voters to discern. Onus is placed on the 
individuals to protect themselves. LWVC NO 
 
25-Get Rid of Bail (Ref) funded by bail bond industry. In 2018, legislators passed a bill ending cash bail. The law gives judges the 
right to determine whether the arrestee should be kept behind bars, based on the risk they are deemed to pose to themselves or 
others. Cash bail both criminalizes poverty and reflects the systemic racism that plagues our criminal legal process. A yes vote 
would keep the state law that ended cash bail, a no vote would retain the original bail system. Opposed say releasing people 
from jail is unsafe for the community, new system discriminates against people of color and low income. LWVC YES 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Measure A, City of Sacramento –Mayoral Accountability and Community Equity Act, aka Strong Mayor, Measure L that was 
defeated in 2014. Placed on ballot by the City Council at the Mayor’s request. Gives mayor power to propose a budget, no longer 
voting member on Council, gives mayor veto power, can sunset measure in 2030, Ethics Commission would become part of the 
City Charter, many changes to uplift communities of color and improve transparency; mayor could fire the city manager but 
council could overturn with a two-thirds vote, would open another seat on the council, two term limit for mayors, and more. 
Opposed by the LWVSC*, Sacramento CTA, SEIU Local 1021, Democratic Party Sacramento County, Sacramento Tenants 
Union, etc., as reported in The Sacramento Bee, 9/7/20, 4A. 
             
Sources: The Sacramento Bee 2020: 9/7,4A ; 9/3,3A;  8/9,1B&4B; 8/4,9A; 8/2,3A&4A; 7/30,3A&4A; 7/24,1A&8A; 6/6,A1,A7;   
Inside Sacramento (IES), 9/2020, 22-23. *LWVSC  Position Statement: Strong Mayor 2014   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“California hits record 21 million registered voters,” by Lara Korte, The Sacramento Bee, 9/10/20 5A. This is the highest rate of 
registration since the 1940 election. “Nearly two-thirds of the new registrations are millennials or Generation Y, born after 1996 
…”              
            By E. Heaser 

       Welcome New Members 
 
Susana & Keith Bray                Janet Marin 
Duane Campbell                      Jan Martinez 
Marina Espinoza                      Linda Mounts 
Marianne Gonzales       Meredith Nikkel 
Anna Haldeman                     Adele Ohs 
Marie Heinz        Margi Park 
Deidre Johnson        Kendra Rivas 
Madison Levesque       Meredith Whisman 
Nancy & Stewart MacKensie 

Poll Volunteering 

The Sacramento County Registrar of Voters 
(ROV) permits members of the League of 
Women Voters of Sacramento County to 
sign up as poll observers. Some Vote 
Centers will open October 24; on October 
31 additional Vote Centers will open. Poll 
observation can be done at any open center 
through November 3, 2020, election day.  
 
If you would like to be a poll observer, I 
need your name and address by September 
24th in order to meet the ROV deadline of 
September 25th. Send your name and 
address to: claudiabon16@gmail.com  

https://my.lwv.org/search/node/strong%20mayor
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgxwJXxpccFwRjlffDBZFRQNtBCQV
mailto:claudiabon16@gmail.com
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Voter Services Report  
 

—Postcards/Phone calls: Thanks to many volunteers, 2,500 postcards were written to Sacramento residents who are registered to 
 vote, but have not recently voted. They will be mailed beginning September 30. Receipt of another 4,000 addresses and 
 phone numbers is pending. 
 
—Distribute Registrar of Voters fliers: 100 “Register to Vote” English and Spanish flyers have been distributed to foodbanks in 
 collaboration with Sacramento ACT. Dolores Campbell and Theresa Riviera have distributed the Spanish flyers to various 
 locations. 
 
—Post Office Voter Registration: To date, 4,005 voter registration forms have been distributed to 37 post offices in Sacramento 
 County. We removed and returned to the ROV office hundreds of old voter registration forms. 
 
—LWVSC Masks: 100 masks were sold with the motto, “Register to Vote * Vote by Mail.” According to members, the masks 
 create interest, with people asking about the election and saying thumbs up to voting. The special masks created for our 
 League have sold out. Generic VOTE mask are available from Etsy for $5 to $15 each. 
 
—LWV Buttons: Wear a LWV button on your shirt during election season. Your can get a LWV button free by volunteering to do 
 anything to help with voting. 
 
—Yard Signs: Claudia Bonsignore is working with the LWVC to purchase yard signs. They will be available soon to purchase and 
 distribute. 
 
—Distribute “Register to Vote * Vote by Mail” flyers/posters: Girl Scouts designed colorful 8x11½ posters that are available to 
 distribute to stores. We need volunteers to post them in coffee shops, etc. Joan Normington has been distributing flyers 
 about the election to her neighborhood.  
 
—Social Media Messaging: Brenda Main submitted an excellent video produced by her daughter, a student at Rio Americano 
 High School. Carol Enns is posting videos on our website. Nancy Lapp is teaching a class at CSUS and will ask her 
 students to create a video about voting 
 
—Pros and Cons: Claudia Bonsignore is coordinating Pros and Cons. Let Claudia know if you are interested in helping with this 
 project. 
 
—Observing at Vote Centers is an interesting and gratifying experience. You need to have approval from the Registrar’s Office 
 to volunteer. Please let Claudia know by Thursday, September 24. 
 
—Drive-Through Voter Registration: We are working with Capitol City Seventh Day Adventist Church at 6701 Lemon Hill 
 Ave. A virtual training is scheduled for this event. Please contact lwvvoterservices.org if you are interested in helping with 
 this event. 
           By M. Patzer-Hall 

Membership Orientation 
 

The first-ever Member Orientation held by Zoom teleconference occurred on 
Saturday, September 19, 2020. Plans are being made to repeat this successful event 
quarterly. New members had an opportunity to "meet" board members, committee 
chairs, and other members. Even though we were not in person, the face-to-face 
experience was a valuable networking opportunity. Several committee chairs updated 
the team on the functions of their committees, providing short summaries of their 
current activities and their needs for additional volunteer help. League is most 
effective working in small teams of committed volunteers and the Zoom meet-up was 
an opportunity for members to make connections within the organization to increase 
our effectiveness. Twenty-one members participated. 
 
My special thanks to those who attended and to Carol Enns and Roseanne 
Chamberlain for their expertise with technology.  
 
The session was recorded and will be on the LWVSC website.  
   By M. Khazan, Membership chair and R. Chamberlain. 

lwvvoterservices.org
https://my.lwv.org/california/sacramento-county
mailto:membership@lwvsacramento.org
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Books, Articles 
 

—The Politics Industry: How Political Innovation Can Break Partisan Gridlock and Save Our Democracy, 2020, by Katherine 
M. Gehl, author and business woman, and Michael E. Porter, author and Harvard business and economics professor. 
 
“Our political system has become big business--and business is booming--yet solutions to big problems seem impossible. Behold, 
the political-industrial complex. Rampant lobbying and gerrymandering. Election spending rising exponentially with each cycle. 
The Democratic and Republican parties competing furiously against each other for advantage, while together--as a duopoly--
having a lock on the entire industry.” 
 
“ … who is this system for? Citizens, of course.” “ … as the political system has transformed into an industry, it has also become 
totally dysfunctional, incapable of delivering solutions to America's key economic and social challenges.” Some fixes suggested 
by reformers, e.g., term limits or revised campaign finance laws, have been proposed but never implemented. 
 
            Continued on page 7 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Supreme Court Justice 
1933-2020 

 
“Few Supreme Court Justices have left a legacy as ideologically coherent as 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The second of only four female justices to be sworn in, 
Ginsburg was always an ardent defender of women's rights and gender 
equality.” 
 
“Ginsburg was appointed to the Supreme Court by President Bill Clinton in 
1993.” 
  
“Her work has been a driving force in advocating for reproductive rights, to - 

Photo Retrieved 9/21/20                 gender equality, and fourth amendment rights.” 
           
     Newsweek, Monday 9/21/20, retrieved 9/21/20.             E. Heaser    

Communications Team 
 

The Communications Team welcomed a new member in September - Meredith Whisman is our 
YouTube expert. Meredith is the daughter of Board member Brenda Main so we know that team will 
be strong. Not only does Meredith edit and upload videos to our new site, but she produces videos to 
assist Voter Registration.  
 
Head to our website to check out our first two videos, titled “How to Register” and “How to Check 
Your Registration.” 
 
Other Communications Team leaders reported increased following with 265 Facebook followers, 257 
Twitter followers and 218 Instagram followers. Our newsletter, The Voter, is sent online to 
approximately 215 people, including many non-members. Our goal is to have 200 people subscribe to 
our YouTube channel so we can upgrade our access.  

 
The Communications Team uses various social media, a web site, and a newsletter to keep the public 
informed regarding Sacramento League activities. In addition, our communications relate to state and 
national League activities based on agreed-upon positions. Representation of diverse and under-
represented populations is a priority. All publications are non-partisan, viz., not supporting candidates. 

 
Click on the links to jump into the 21st Century with us!                   
        By C. Enns 

https://usa.greekreporter.com/files/2020/09/Ruth_Bader_Ginsburg_2016_portrait.jpg
https://www.newsweek.com/ruth-bader-ginsburg-rbg-most-famous-supreme-court-cases-1471596
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzRKsprglDs
https://my.lwv.org/california/sacramento-county
http://facebook.com/LWVSacramento/
,%20Twitter
Instagram
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Continued from page 6 
 

“In The Politics Industry, leading political innovation activist Gehl and world-renowned business strategist Porter take a radically 
different approach. They ingeniously apply the tools of business analysis--and Porter's distinctive Five Forces framework--to show 
how the political system functions just as every other competitive industry does. Even more importantly, they argue that the 
political system can be changed, just as industries can be changed, by adopting a new and different strategy, a clear set of choices of 
things to do--and not do--in four key areas: the election process, the legislative "machinery," the role of money, and the opening up 
of competition. The authors focus only on those solutions that are powerful and capable of having a significant impact, as well as 
achievable within a short period.” 
 

The Goodreads reviewer states: “The Politics Industry is an original and completely nonpartisan guide that will open any thinking 
citizen's eyes to the real dynamics and profound challenges of the American political system and provide powerful and practicable 
solutions for reshaping the system for the benefit of all.”  Retrieved 8/24/2020 Goodreads  C-Span interview 8/23/2020 
 
—The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the New Frontier of Power  2020, by Shoshana Zuboff, 
author and Harvard professor. “ ...Shoshana Zuboff provides startling insights into the phenomenon that she has named surveillance 
capitalism.” “ … a global architecture of behavior modification threatens human nature in the twenty-first century just as industrial 
capitalism disfigured the natural world in the twentieth.” The author discusses the consequences of surveillance capitalism as it 
leaves Silicon Valley and effects every economic sector. “Vast wealth and power are accumulated in ominous new ‘behavioral 
futures markets,’ where predictions about our behavior are bought and sold, and the production of goods and services is 
subordinated to a new "means of behavioral modification." 
 
“The threat has shifted from a totalitarian Big Brother state to a ubiquitous digital architecture: a ‘Big Other’ operating in the 
interests of surveillance capital. Here is the crucible of an unprecedented form of power marked by extreme concentrations of 
knowledge and free from democratic oversight. She claims that “ … the threats to twenty-first century society [include]: a 
controlled "hive" of total connection that seduces with promises of total certainty for maximum profit -- at the expense of 
democracy, freedom, and our human future.” Amazon.com  retrieved 9/9/2020 
 
—“Environmental groups say Newsom’s water plan will worsen toxic threat in the Delta: Documents continue to reveal big and 
uncertain spending around Delta tunnel, Sites Reservoir,” by Scott Thomas Anderson, SN&R 9/2/2020 13-14. The Delta is 
experiencing the worst case of toxic algae blooms ever seen. Causes include: warming water a result of climate change, lack of cool 
water as more water is sent south, and agriculture discharges. According to B. Wells, Director CA Delta Chambers & Visitors 
Bureau: “If this gets any worse, the business impact would be huge. Boating is a three-quarter of a billion dollar industry in 
California …  a lot focused in the Delta.” B. Barrigan-Parrilla, Executive Director, Restore the Delta states: “The whole system is 
being managed for water exports rather than protection of the estuary.”  “ … the Department of Water Resources should be making 
Delta levee repairs and clean, safe water quality their top priorities.” Too much reliance is being placed on the Sites Reservoir in the 
west of the Sacramento Valley; conservationists say the “ ...location and design of the Sites will channel warm water chalked with 
naturally occurring heavy metals into the pristine Sacramento River and north Delta …” page 14 
            

—Why this group of Californians is especially vulnerable to wildfires, pandemics, By Kim Bojorquez, The Sacramento Bee (6A-
7A) & Fresno Bee online, 9/8/2020. Michael Mendez, Assistant Professor, UC Irvine, et.al., issued a report exposing the impact on 
farmworkers, immigrants, Blacks, Latinos and Native Americans who are 50% more vulnerable to wildfires compared to those who 
live in other areas. Many times they are not notified or provided with translated materials. 
 
—Recently released report by the Native American Rights Fund: Obstacles at Every Turn: Barriers to Political Participation 
Faced by Native American Voters, 6/4/2020 by Dr. James T. Tucker, et. al., provides detailed evidence of how Native people face 
obstacles at every turn in the electoral process: from registering to vote, to casting votes, to having their votes counted.  
 
—“Police reform is not enough: The moral failure of incremental change,” by Mychal Denzel Smith, The Atlantic, 9/2020,14-17. 
The article is adapted from the author’s forthcoming book Stakes is High: Life After the American Dream.  Smith emphatically 
declares that police need to be abolished. He discusses the poverty problem, homelessness, the political system and how we delude 
ourselves about placing faith in one person, i.e., a president and the idea of choosing the “correct” or “right “ person to lead, and 
touches on American mythmaking and American  exceptionalism.  He states that “ … he has grown past being impatient with 
injustice …” “The police have consistently inflicted violence on the most marginalized people in society.” p.14. He admits that 
“Defund the police” gained some traction but seems to be turning into “another flash of progress.”  He avers that  there may be 
some progress here, stating: “Progress is wresting concessions from the behemoth of systematized oppression.” p.17 
 
—“Federal report warns of financial havoc from climate change,” by Coral Davenport and Jeanna Smialek, NYT 9/8/20 online, also  
reported in The Sacramento Bee 9/10/2020 6B. Conclusion: “A world wracked by frequent and devastating shocks from climate 
change cannot sustain the fundamental conditions supporting our financial system.” 
             
—“Buy the book: Lexipol says its policies keep police department out of trouble. Critics say they let violent cops off the hook.” by 
Madison Pauly. Mother Jones, September-October 2020, 22-23. Lexipol was started in 2003 by two former cops and one other 
person. Many of Lexipol’s policies run counter to the National Consensus Policy on Use of Force. Eleven major law enforcement 
groups collaborated on writing the Policy.  

Most of the articles in the September/October issue of Mother Jones discuss policing.     
            By E. Heaser  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48754611-the-politics-industry
https://www.amazon.com/Age-Surveillance-Capitalism-Future-Frontier/dp/1541758005/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&hvadid=77653119485947&hvbmt=bb&hvdev=c&hvqmt=b&keywords=age+surveillance+capitalism&qid=1598813876&sr=8-1&tag=mh0b-20
Amazon.com
https://sacramento.newsreview.com/2020/08/12/environmental-groups-say-newsoms-water-plan-will-worsen-toxic-threat-in-the-delta/
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/california/article245268295.html
https://vote.narf.org/obstacles-at-every-turn/
https://vote.narf.org/obstacles-at-every-turn/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2020/09/police-reform-is-not-enough/614176/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/08/climate/climate-change-financial-markets.html
https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2020/08/lexipol-police-policy-company/
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Retrieved 9/5/2020 bing.com 

 Recent Videos 
 

Racism was invented in the early 1600s to divide and 
dominate the working class 

 
Race is cultural not genetic 

 
Some reasons why profit and prosperity have diverged 

over the last few decades 
 

A Depolarizing Conversation 
https://www.c-span.org/video/?474764-1/union  

     
   Suggested by M. Strand 

       All Hell Breaking Loose: The Pentagon’s 
 Perspective on Climate Change 
 
Journalist Michael Klare notes that military preparedness 
includes ignoring President Trump’s edicts about 
pretending climate change is not happening. “Senior 
officials at the DOD and the American intelligence 
community have peered into the future and seen this 
world. They have mapped out its basic parameters and 
calculated its likely effects. And their prognosis is grim: 
unless we act now to halt planetary warming and fortify 
our society against those climate effects that are already 
unavoidable, the American military will lose its capacity 
to defend the nation from multiple foreign perils, while 
the homeland itself will be ravaged by storms, floods, 
droughts, fires, and epidemics.”            By M. Strand 
 
For a Goodreads review, retrieved 9/22/20 E. Heaser 

Retrieved 2/24/2020 

 

 

http://lwvsacramento.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=VrbBGTlu&id=A77358D0951EF1C885553431A746519C22171FAB&thid=OIP.VrbBGTluuLptEaudS2pjwQHaFL&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fstatic.vecteezy.com%2fsystem%2fresources%2fpreviews%2f000%2f123%2f093%2foriginal%2ffree-ha
https://www.c-span.org/video/?416494-1/colonial-america-race-origins-country-music
https://www.c-span.org/video/?416494-1/colonial-america-race-origins-country-music
https://www.c-span.org/video/?474401-1/how-argue-racist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzRKsprglDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BzRKsprglDs
https://www.c-span.org/video/?474764-1/union
https://www.c-span.org/video/?474764-1/union
https://www.c-span.org/video/?474764-1/union
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40046062-all-hell-breaking-loose
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-vector/vote-2020-usa-banner-design-american-1499947079

