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APRIL PUBLIC POLICY LUNCHEON  
Thursday April 21, 2016 – 11:45 am 

:  Erich Miarka, Executive Director of the Gills 

Creek Watershed Association, is our speaker for this event. Erich 
has been very involved with issues resulting from the October 4 
flood. He currently is a member of the Richland County Council’s 
Blue Ribbon Committee on Flood Recovery. Sally Huguley reports 
his PowerPoint presentation on the flood and watershed impact is 
a must see. More on the Association at 
http://www.gillscreekwatershed.org 

 

All are welcome, but reservations for a catered lunch are 
required no later than Wednesday NOON, April 20, 2016. 

Cost of lunch: $10.00 
(Attendees may bring a lunch) 

Please RSVP to Susan James: sc.susanbjames@gmail.com 
or call 256-6822 
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THE PREZ SEZ       Julie Sellers 

 

JULIE’S JEMS - As I sit here in a waiting area at Richland Memorial writing, 

I am very much aware of the number of seriously ill patients at the 

hospital. While my son and daughter-in-law have health insurance which 

will cover most of the procedures being performed on Tricia, I am sure 

their percentage will still be quite substantial. I am thinking of all the 

people without any or insufficient insurance. Fortunately, that number 

has gone way down with Obama Care requirements; however, the cost of health care 

has certainly ruined many families. 

The League’s policy is to promote a health care system for the United States that 

provides access to a basic level of quality care for all US residents and controls health 

care costs. As new technologies are created and new medicines introduced, the 

definition of “basic level of quality care” will continue to be problematic. The League 

may intend one stream of action, but legislatures may see basic treatment quite 

differently.  

I believe we see that same misunderstanding in another area. The Abbeyville Case is a 

clear example of the people seeing “basic level of quality education” very differently 

from the actions of the South Carolina Legislature. I predict that the League and 

concerned Americans will continue to have a long battle persuading the legislative 

branch of the government to find ways to fund the “basic” needs of our society. 

I am slowly climbing down from my soapbox . . . The windy month of March brought 

with it activities and interests for nearly every member. We are all so proud of Sarah 

Leverette and Keller Barron. The fact that their notes and papers will be a valuable part 

of the history of the South Carolina League as well as the history of South Carolina goes 

without saying. With this history in mind though, I plan to organize a paper history as 

well as my beloved digital products. No one seems to write letters anymore, so I am 

going to try to do so (and keep a digital copy). We need stuff of the next fifty years to go 

in the library files. 

Those of us who had a chance to meet Myra Evans had quite a treat. She embodies 

energy itself. The meetings that Keller organized were super. We had a chance to get to 

know each other better as well as speak with a national expert in the ways of the 

League. I hope more occasions like this will arise in the future. 

The biggest issue for March was women’s health and reproductive rights: Bee Day, 

sponsored by Tell Them! gave us a chance to be involved with dozens of pro-women 

organizations. We were given the opportunity to speak to legislators and make the 

issues known. Pat Forbis, one of our experts of women’s health issues, was part of the 
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press conference that day. Along the same lines simply because women are the main 

victims, Pat Manley and I attended the third meeting in the Lt. Governor’s Task Force on 

Human Trafficking. We are making final decisions on becoming part of the coalition 

against trafficking. 

Get your umbrellas out for April showers as we attend the Public Policy Meeting on a 

very local issue. Many of us were impacted (is that really a word?) by the Flood of the 

Century or the Millennium, whichever you feel. Erich Miarka, Executive Director of the 

Gills Creek Watershed, will be our speaker. He will help us understand where the 

recovery stands now. We will also be looking at legal responsibilities. 

And finally, we will have our Annual Meeting which will wrap up this year and send us 

on to next year. It will be held at Pat Forbis’ home. 

* * * 
BACK TO TOP 
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PAST PUBLIC POLICY LUNCHEON UPDATES  

RECAP of February PPL - by Sharon Ayling - The National Organization for the Reform 
of Marijuana Laws (NORML):  Our February Public Policy Luncheon speaker represents 
The National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). Wayne Borders 
is the Executive Director of Columbia NORML, an organization formed to reform 
Marijuana laws and decrease mass incarceration. Wayne has lived in South Carolina 
since the early 1990’s during the Clinton administration and attended Redbank 
Elementary School. He attended college at the University of Louisiana in New Orleans. 
His home state is Texas where marijuana possession is criminalized. In Alabama during 
the Jim Crow era convicts were leased out to corporations as a labor force. Brick 
factories, quarries and U.S. steel benefited from this convict labor force. Prisoners also 
made license plates, flags, uniforms and office furniture. This system was known as the 
Prison Industrial Complex, and it benefited from the many people arrested for minor 
marijuana possession.  

  For the past three years, Wayne has worked in a Leadership position at the 
National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana laws (norml.org). Its goals are to: 

1. Legalize the use of medical marijuana. There is currently a SC Senate Bill 672 to 
legalize the medical use of marijuana.  

2. Legalize industrial hemp. Governor Nikki Haley signed an Industrial Hemp Law in 
2014. 

The ongoing work of NORML is to keep citizens from being targeted for personal 
marijuana possession. Columbia NORML is striving to make legislative change in the 
state of South Carolina regarding the laws governing cannabis. They are always seeking 
dedicated and motivated members. Columbia NORML currently meets the second 
Sunday of each month, at 3 P.M. in the historic home of Modjesta Simkins, located 
downtown at 2025 Marion Street. Tel. 803 768-4405. More information is available at 
www.columbianorml.org. 

* * * 
RECAP of March PPL – by Pam Craig – Palmetto State Teachers Association - When you 
think of St. Patrick’s Day, you think green, but in the case of the Public Policy Luncheon 
you should think Brown, as in Brown v. the Board of Education. The Brown decision 
focused on the inadequate funding of schools attended by Blacks. Fifty years later in the 
Abbeville County School District v. South Carolina, the topic still is inadequate funding 
for poor rural districts, mostly populated by minorities.  



olume: 67, Issue: 7                       April 2016 

5 

 Last year, the School Districts won their case so our guest speaker, Craig 
King, Director of Governmental Affairs for the Palmetto State Teachers Association, was 
providing us with an update of how things are going. The statement “fifty years later” 
should provide you with a hint. 

First, let’s be positive. We will start off by mentioning that Mr. King taught third grade in 
Orangeburg, and I am sure he will tell you that he is a dog, a SC State Bulldog. His mom 
was a teacher, and even his grandmother worked for the school district. So education is 
in his genes. He is a cancer survivor and engaged to be married, and probably will be by 
the time you read this newsletter. So we finished with the positives. 

Craig provided us with a list of house bills that are supposed to help accomplish the 
goals of the lawsuit, but, because we League members have been so involved in this 
issue, education, and even more so the Abbeville case, we saw flaws and/or no purpose 
to most of the bills listed.  

- House Bill 4936 the first one listed generated so many comments that we had to 
force ourselves to move on. The bill focused on what is described as “soft skills”. 
Some in the luncheon crowd felt that technology is part the blame. Since 
equipment is starting to do more and more for us, our ability to solve a problem, 
think of a new idea or communicate with others is no longer an everyday norm. 
The question of how to measure these skills and what curriculum should be 
provided to teach them were just a few of the topics discussed.  

- House Bill 4937 was an example of the League knowledge. Most of the members 
felt that a “Council” was set up to make it sound like someone was doing 
something. 

- House Bill 4938 was about doing a survey. It did not say what it would do with 
the survey results. In addition, it did not mandate any funding to do the survey.  

- House Bill 4939 would review state education statutes.  

- House Bill 4940 talked about an office that already exists at the Department of 
Education, but is not adequately funded, and the bill doesn’t address the funding 
issue. So its purpose was not completely understood.  

- House Bill 4941 most of those present felt this bill could have been combined 
with one of the others, particularly 4939.  

So stay tuned. Maybe in less than fifty years there will be another County Board of 
Education v. South Carolina. Thurgood Marshal and Stephen Morrison have both moved 
on, and the change has not been complete. Let’s hope that whoever adds their name to 
the effort will see their work to fruition.  

* * * 
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OTHER NEWS 

 

MONEY IN POLITICS – NATIONAL STUDY, COLUMBIA CONSENSUS  

Below is the report form from our three Money in Politics consensus meetings held on 

January 21st and 22nd.  We held three sessions at different times of the day to make it as 

convenient as possible for League members to attend.  This resulted in more than half 

of our Columbia Area League of Women Voters members attending at least one session 

and participating in our meaningful and well informed discussions!   

Special thanks to Rosemary Greco, Sharon Ayling, Betsy Oakman, and Sarah Leverette 
for serving on our committee; Bridgett Tripp, Lill Mood, and Carol Medich for their 
assistance at the meetings; Gladys Coles for welcoming us into her home for our 
January 22nd meeting; and especially to National Money in Politics chair Barbara Zia for 
coming from Charleston to be resource person during all three of our meetings. 
Keller Barron and Marianne McGrath 
 

LWVUS MONEY IN POLITICS CONSENSUS QUESTIONS 

PART I QUESTIONS: Democratic Values and Interests with Respect to Financing Political Campaigns 

1. What should be the goals and purposes of campaign finance regulation?   

 a.  Seek political equality for all citizens. 

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

b.  Protect representative democracy from being distorted by big spending in election campaigns. 

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

c.  Enable candidates to compete equitably for public office. 

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

d.  Ensure that candidates have sufficient funds to communicate their messages to the public. 

                                ☐ Agree     ☐  Disagree     X  No consensus 

e.  Ensure that economic and corporate interests are part of election dialogue. 

                                ☐ Agree     X  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

f.  Provide voters sufficient information about candidates and campaign issues to make informed choices. 

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

g.  Ensure the public’s right to know who is using money to influence elections.   

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

h.  Combat corruption and undue influence in government. 

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

Comments: 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/103032201886696116207?prsrc=4
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With respect to part d., many of us do not like the word “sufficient,” we believe the goal is too broad and 
could come to encompass elections at all levels, or we do not feel it is possible for anyone to “ensure” 
this. 
2. Evaluate whether the following activities are types of political corruption:  

a.   A candidate or officeholder agrees to vote or work in favor of a donor’s interests in exchange for a 

campaign contribution. 

                                X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

 b.   An officeholder or her/his staff gives greater access to donors. 

                              X Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

c.   An officeholder votes or works to support policies that reflect the preferences of individuals or 

organizations in order to attract contributions from them. 

                                X  Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

 d.  An office holder seeks political contributions implying that there will be retribution unless a donation is 

given. 

                                X  Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

 e.   The results of the political process consistently favor the interests of significant campaign contributors. 

                                ☐  Agree     ☐  Disagree     X  No consensus 

 

PART II QUESTIONS:  First Amendment Protections for Speakers and Activities in Political Campaigns 

1. Many different individuals and organizations use a variety of methods to communicate their views to 

voters in candidate elections.  Should spending to influence an election by any of the following be limited? 

a.  Individual citizens, including wealthy individuals like George Soros and the Koch Brothers. 

            ☐ Spending banned    X Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

b.  Political Action Committees, sponsored by an organization, such as the League of Conservation Voters, 

Chevron, the American Bankers Association, and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 

(IBEW), whose campaign spending comes from contributions by individuals associated with the 

sponsoring organization, such as employees, stockholders, members and volunteers. 

            ☐ Spending banned    X Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

c.  For-profit organizations, like Exxon, Ben and Jerry’s, General Motors, and Starbucks, from their 

corporate treasury funds. 

            X Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

d.  Trade associations, like the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the American Wind Energy Association, and 

the American Petroleum Institute, from the association’s general treasury funds. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     X No consensus 

e.  Labor unions, like the United Autoworkers and Service Employees International, from the union’s 

general treasury funds. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     X No consensus 

f.  Non-profit organizations, like the Sierra Club, Wisconsin Right to Life, Coalition to Stop Gun Violence, 

American Crossroads, and Priorities USA, from the organization’s general treasury funds. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     X No consensus 

g.  Non-partisan voter registration and GOTV (get out the vote) organizations and activities, like the LWV 

and Nonprofit Vote. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     X No consensus 

h.  Political parties, like the Republicans, Libertarians, and Democrats. 

            ☐ Spending banned    X Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

i.   Candidates for public office spending money the candidate has raised from contributors. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     X No consensus 

j.  Candidates for public office spending their own money. 

            ☐ Spending banned    X Some spending limits    ☐ Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

2.  The press plays a major role in candidate elections through editorial endorsements, news coverage, and 

other communications directly to the public that are often important to the outcome.  Should such spending 

to influence an election by any of the following be limited? 
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a.  Newspapers, like the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    X Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

b.   Television and other electronic media, like Fox News, CNN. MSNBC and CBS. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    X Unlimited spending     ☐ No consensus 

c.   Internet communications, like Huffington Post, Breitbart, Daily Kos, and individual bloggers. 

            ☐ Spending banned    ☐ Some spending limits    X Unlimited spending    ☐ No consensus 

Comments: 

We believe strongly that freedom of the press should prevail, and there should be no spending limits on 
them as long as they did not make any direct campaign contributions. 
 

PART III QUESTIONS:  Methods for Regulating Campaign Finance to Protect the Democratic Process 

1. In order to achieve the goals for campaign finance regulation, should the League support?   

 a.   Abolishing Super PACs and spending coordinated or directed by candidates, other than a candidate’s 

own single campaign committee. 

                                          X  Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

b.   Restrictions on direct donations and bundling by lobbyists? (Restrictions may include monetary limits 

as well as other regulations.) 

                                          X  Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

c.   Public funding for candidates?   Should the League support: (You may respond to more than one item in 

Question 1 c.) 

     i.   Voluntary public financing of elections where candidates who choose to participate must also abide 

by reasonable spending limits? 

                                          X  Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

     ii.   Mandatory public financing of elections where candidates must participate and abide by reasonable 

spending limits? 

                                          X  Agree     ☐  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

      iii.   Public financing without spending limits on candidates?  

                                          ☐  Agree     X  Disagree     ☐  No consensus 

2.  How should campaign finance regulations be administered and enforced? (You may choose more than 

one response for Question 2.) 

☐ a.  By an even-numbered commission with equal representation by the two major political parties to 

ensure partisan fairness (current Federal Election Commission [FEC] structure)? 

☐ b.  By an odd-numbered commission with at least one independent or nonpartisan commissioner to 

ensure decisions can be made in case of partisan deadlock? 

☐ c. By structural and budget changes to the FEC (e.g., commission appointments, staffing, security, 

budget, decision making process) that would allow the agency to function effectively and meet its 

legislative and regulatory mandates. 

X d.  No consensus. 

Comments: 
Many League members expressed the view that the campaign season is too long and should be limited. 

* * * 

VOTER REGISTRATION CORNER 

Mel Jenkins is looking for folks who want to help register voters. “Voting is one of the 
most important steps people can take to become involved in civic life and, of course, 
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help determine the kind of civic life in their community, state and nation. Helping 
people register to vote is a long-time and very important project of the League of 
Women Voters. Will you help? You are welcome to be part of the Columbia Area LWV 
voter service team.” e-mail Mel at citycivics@earthlink.net  

* * *                           

VICTIM SERVICES UPDATE –STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING TASK 

FORCE MEETING UPDATE by Pat Manley 

On March 18, Julie Sellers and I attended the Third Human Trafficking Task Force 
meeting in West Columbia.  The meeting was presided over by Ms. Marie Sazehn – 
Assistant Attorney General to update participants on the progress made in Legislature, 
Law Enforcement, and various advocacies to stamp out human trafficking in the State of 
South Carolina. 

Announcements were made of meaningful progress through privately funded 
organizations such as Lighthouse for Life and other similar coalitions, but equally as 
important, in Law Enforcement and State Government.  Programs and free training 
classes -- some already in practice, and some in development -- are widely accepted and 
welcome.  The training programs are available to the following resources that have close 
contact with potential victims such as: 

 Law enforcement personnel  

 Safe Schools - training of School Resource Offices, guidance counselors and other 
education professionals. 

 Judge Training of Magistrates, municipal, circuit and family court judges.  

 DSS Personnel training (currently in development) 
Several other training programs are in development as well and I will update on those as 
they become available. 

Pending Legislation - On the Legislative side, there are several advocates such as: 

 Lighthouse for Life has asked the Legislature to introduce bills that would touch on 
the penalties for those who purchase sex:  

o Bill 4831 is a bill now on the floor which if passed will put penalties on those 
who buy and/or sell sex.  The bill is asking for fines for these offenders as 
follows: 

 A minimum of $250.00 and up to $ 1,000 for the 1st offense. 
 $300 – 500.00 for 2nd offense 
 $1,500 to $5,000  for a 3rd offense 

There is currently no jail time attached to these offenses, but that is being advocated for 
future consideration. 

* * * 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/8?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000S8W0:001MxQrb000000bj&block=1&msgNature=all&msgStatus=all&count=1458999931&randid=475567819&content=central
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Human Trafficking “Under Our Nose” Sunday April 10, 2016:  3:00-5:00 PM, 2701 

Heyward Street. Under Our Nose is a forum that will address legislative and law 
enforcement action, as well as the personal toll of human trafficking. Experts in specific 
areas related to the human trafficking problem will expand on the previous League's 
October Public Policy Luncheon on this topic. 

Human Trafficking Awareness Event 

Lighthouse for Life: Wednesday, April 13th - free human trafficking awareness event. 

 Free movie screening  
 Speaker coming in to talk about it  
 Packets with resources will be distributed  

South Carolina Victim Assistance Network: Victim Rights Week Conference  

SCVAN is hosting an annual conference; there will be a human trafficking portion  
 April 18, 19th and 20th  
 http://www.victimsrightsweek.org/  
 
 
 
Back to top 

http://www.victimsrightsweek.org/
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Sexual Trauma Services of the Midlands/CASA – Upcoming Training: Tuesday, 

April 26, 2016 - 8:00am to 5:00pm - See more at: 

https://www.stsm.org/event/training/domestic-minor-sex-trafficking-

training#sthash.VofHnTWR.dpuf 

 Registration beginning next week on: 
https://www.stsm.org/event/training/domestic-minor-sex-trafficking-training  

 

Fresh Start Healing Heart: Low Country HT task force meeting Wednesday, April 27 

Low Country Human Trafficking Task Force will meet April 27th from 10am-12pm  
RSVP is required to receive exact room location. Contact Sheila at either 843-644-1991 
or email to healingheartstart@gmail.com  

Westwood High School will be Traveling to Spartanburg Community College to the SC 
State School Summit to raise awareness of human trafficking  

From: The good news is that through the strong efforts of organizations, law 
enforcement, and individuals, there are currently six offenders that have been indicted 
under State Grand Jury.  In Richland County there has been one guilty plea of sex 
trafficking of a minor.  This criminal was sentenced to 15 years in prison and will be 
included on the sex offender registry with lifetime GPS monitoring. Click on the 
following link for details of this conviction. 
http://www.thestate.com/news/local/crime/article54716460.html 

* * * 

MEMBERS’ CORNER 

KATHERINE SWARTZ HILTON, Director, Center 
for Leadership, and co-director, McNair Center for Entrepreneurism at Columbia 
College, and former League member was recognized as a “Twenty Under Forty” 
honoree. http://www.thestate.com/news/business/article67389832.html 

 

Back to Top 

https://www.stsm.org/event/training/domestic-minor-sex-trafficking-training
http://www.thestate.com/news/local/crime/article54716460.html
http://www.thestate.com/news/business/article67389832.html
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ANN HUMPHRIES:  “He’s everything I wanted” on League Member 
Ann Chadwell Humphries and her new guide dog, Monti, at 
http://www.thestate.com/living/pets/article66242592.html 

SARAH LEVERETTE:  A Life in Law “When she speaks, people pay 

attention,” says S.C. Chief Justice Costa Pleicones 

http://www.thestate.com/news/local/article68414677.html  

 MARIANNE MCGRATH: As a naturalized citizen, I have a deep 

appreciation for the Constitution of the United States and our form of government. 

Because many of the important activities carried out by the League are so near and dear 

to me, I had a great admiration and respect for the League of Women Voters long 

before I joined. I was happy to become an active League member when I was asked to 

be Treasurer of my League in Michigan. Similarly, I eagerly took on the role of 

Membership Director of my League in California. I have had the privilege of being 

Treasurer of the League of Woman Voters of the Columbia Area, and I am currently 

serving as Nominations Committee Chair. I have seen that each League is unique in its 

priorities and standard operating procedures, but one thing that is common to all 

Leagues is that they are made up of intelligent and dedicated men and women.  I am 

proud to be a part of such an excellent group. 

My other source of pride is my family. The best decision I have ever made was picking 

Jim McGrath to be my husband because everything wonderful in my life, including my 

children, is because of Jim. Our son Tony lives in Denver with his wife Lisa and my 

grandchildren Isabella and James. Our daughter Heather lives in Charleston.  

My leisure time revolves around Lake Murray. After living on a small lake in Michigan 

that was frozen over five months of the year, Jim and I are in hog heaven to be able to 

enjoy the lake almost any day of the year. If you call me on a sunny day, leave a message 

http://www.thestate.com/living/pets/article66242592.html
http://www.thestate.com/news/local/article68414677.html
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because I will probably be in the water, or on the boat or personal watercraft, or in the 

canoe. Come on over. We can talk League while enjoying the water! 

* * * 

 

A CELEBRATION FOR THE OPENING OF THE SARAH LEVERETTE AND KELLER BARRON 
COLLECTIONS was held March 10th at the Ernest F. Hollings Special Collections Library 
Program Room, located at the back of the University of South Carolina’s Thomas Cooper 
Library. 

Our long-time friend and the USC Political Collections Director HERB HARTSOOK said 
“the audience, over 150 people, was our second largest audience in Hollings Library 
history. Quite a testament to the League!” “You can’t but be inspired when you talk with 
Sarah,” “She is still a lifelong learner, still as involved today as she would be as a young 
woman, and it’s really inspirational to be around her.” 

 
KELLER stated, in part, in her remarks: “We appreciate the commitment to preserve the 
papers of the League of Women Voters and the Collections of ‘worker bees’ such as us. 
Thank you to Dean McNally and the University Libraries and to Herb Hartsook and the 
SC Political Collections. We appreciate so much the time and cheerful assistance given 
to us by you and your staff.” 
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FREE TIMES said: In the history of the League of Women Voters of South Carolina, few 
members could likely match the longevity or contributions of either SARAH LEVERETTE 
or KELLER BARRON. Leverette was one of the first graduates of the University of South 
Carolina’s law school, earning her degree in 1943. She was admitted to the South 
Carolina Bar the same year. At 96, she is still practicing law. “I think my interest arose 
from the fact that the League of Women Voters struck me as an extremely credible 
organization. The integrity of the League is supported a great deal by the fact that we 
study, we come to a conclusion, and we take a position, all of this protected by a strict 
non-partisanship policy.” 

(Free Times :) For LEVERETTE, one of the key issues during her decades of services was 
whether women could serve on juries which didn’t happen in South Carolina until 1967. 
South Carolina was the next-to-last state in the country to make the change. Mississippi 
was the last. 

“It took the League of Women Voters 10 years of advocacy and application to the 
Legislature to get women the right to serve on juries,” Leverette says. “It was amazing 
that it took that long to convince the General Assembly in this state that women had a 
right to serve on juries.” State leaders, she says, thought women were “too delicate” to 
deal with jury service.” 

(Free Times :) BARRON graduated from Agnes Scott College in 1953, married and had 
four children, and has been active with the League of Women Voters since 1956. For 
Keller Barron, one of the early driving issues was fluoridation of the water supply. “My 
husband was a dentist and he testified to say what a good thing it was for people’s 
teeth,” she says, “but there were a lot of people that thought it was a Communist plot, 
that they were going to poison the people. There was one woman that testified and she 
said that she went outside the city limits and bought her milk because she didn’t want 
pasteurized milk.” 

Decades later, Barron worked on the Equal Right Amendment, which would ultimately 
fail and was openly criticized by a relative in a letter to the editor. 
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“If you have people who have a difference of opinion,” she says, “just don’t let them 
bait you. Because you’re not going to change their opinion, and emotionally, it’s very 
difficult. It’s very stressful. There are some people that you just don’t discuss politics or 
religion.  

“It was much more than the League,” says former South Carolina LWV President LAUREL 
SUGGS of Leverette and Barron’s roles in the organization. “They brought their energy, 
their expertise, their willingness to dig in and do what it took to be advocates, because 
few people were advocating for some of the issues the League has worked on over the 
years. They continue to be active, which is amazing.”  

(Free Times :) The League of Women Voters was established in 1920, not long 
after the passage of the 19th Amendment, which guaranteed women the right to 
vote. The mission of the league was to help inform these new voters on the 
issues. Although non-partisan, the LWV studies issues and will take a position.  

BARBARA ZIA, national Board member from Charleston, said to Herb: It was a 
wonderful event and tribute to the LWV in South Carolina and its leadership. 
Thanks as well for the dedication and hard work of you and your staff in 
preserving the political history of women in South Carolina.”  

MYRA EVANS, Shur Fellow in attendance representing the National Board of LWVUS: 
“Thank you so much - each one of you - present and detained - joined to make Keller's 
and Sarah's event truly a momentous occasion for me.” 

* * * 

 
Back to Top
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Myra Evans comes to celebrate Sarah and Keller; stays to share tips by 
Julie Sellers 

As the recognition reception for Sarah Leverette and Keller 
Baron came together, Keller decided to invite some folks from 
LWVUS to join us. Not really expecting anyone to come, she 
was pleasantly surprised when Myra Evans wrote back: I’ll be 
there. Immediately, Keller began to coordinate meeting times 
for our members to meet this inspiring woman. She centered 
each meeting around a meal, after all – a girl has to eat. Myra 
shared some tips on gaining new members and made helpful 
comments on some of our practices. 

(From an article on the National website by Shauneen Grout.)   Myra Evans is a member 
of the League of Women Voters of Mobile (AL). Some of Myra’s work with the League 
has been as the local Nominating Chair, member of the local Membership and 
Leadership Development (MLD) Ambassador Team and youth voter outreach 
coordinator/facilitator. She is sought out as a “connector,” someone with an ability to 
assess a circumstance and offer suggestions. Locally, Myra’s mantra is “it is all about the 
party” – not the political party, but the fun that is shared when work is done in groups, 
and always the more the merrier.  

As a bit of a vagabond early in 
life, Myra has been blessed to 
live in different states and 
countries. Myra and her 
husband like to say that 
currently they are Mobilians by 
choice. That choice has 
enabled Myra to work with a 
number of non-profits with 
varied focuses from sex education to preschoolers to community growing to housing. 
Myra is now enjoying expanding her circle of friends and knowledge through the MLD 
program as a Ruth S. Shur Fellow. 

Front: Janelle Rivers, Keller Barron, Julie 
Sellers, Barbara Zia, Margaret Anne 
DuBose. Back: Sharon Ayling, Marianne 
Mcgrath, Rosalyn Green, Rana Davis, Ann 
Maletic. 

Front: Pat Mohr, Sej Harman. Back: 
Barbara Zia, Kitty Hepfer and Ann 

Malestic Lynn Teague, Ann Humphries, Pat Forbis, JoAnne Day, Mel Jenkins. 

http://lwvmobile.org/
http://www.lwv.org/content/overview-membership-and-leadership-development-program
http://www.lwv.org/content/overview-membership-and-leadership-development-program
http://www.lwv.org/content/overview-membership-and-leadership-development-program
http://www.lwv.org/content/overview-membership-and-leadership-development-program
http://www.lwv.org/content/meet-ruth-s-shur-fellows
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Carole Medich, 
Barbara Zia, Missy 
Caughman, Al Roblee, 
Martha Roblee, Myra 
Evans, Susan James. 

Keller explains the 
plans for the 
meetings. She 

enjoyed having Barbara and Myra stay with 
her while they were in Columbia. 

* * * 
BACK TO TOP 
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The League Supports the United Nations  
from LWVUS Impact on Issues  

Compiled by Julie Sellers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The name “United Nations,” coined by United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt was first used in the 
Declaration by United Nations of 1 January 1942, during the Second World War, when representatives of 26 nations 
pledged their Governments to continue fighting together against the Axis Powers. 

In the spirit of community and cooperation, the League has always felt the need for 
the US to be part of a world- wide organization. Knowing that this article would be in 
the April LL, I smiled at the reference to the UN that Sarah Leverette made in her 
speech at the Cooper Library. Membership in the League of Nations and the UN is not 
popular with many citizens, but the LWV has held strong to its belief that it is the right 
thing to do.  JWS  

The League’s History 
At the first League Convention in 1920, delegates called for “adhesion of the United 

States to the League of Nations with least possible delay,” in recognition of the need for a 
mechanism to facilitate settlement of international disputes. When the issue of U.S. 
participation in the League of Nations turned into a bitter partisan battle, active League 
support did not materialize until 1932. 

During World War II, the League,     conscious of 
its earlier hesitancy, began to study “U.S. 
participation in the making and execution of 
plans for worldwide reconstruction and for a 
postwar organization for peace to eventually 
include all peoples, regardless of race, religion or 
political persuasion.” In 1944, the League 
supported “U.S. membership in an international 
organization for the peaceful settlement of 

disputes, with the machinery to handle economic, social and political problems.” 
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Even before the United Nations was formally established, the League launched an 
unprecedented nationwide campaign to help build public understanding of the 
Dumbarton Oaks and Bretton Woods agreements to establish the United Nations, the 
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. The League trained more than 5,000 
speakers and distributed more than a million brochures during a six-month period. At the 
UN Charter Conference in 1945, the League was one of 42 nongovernmental 
organizations invited by President Truman to serve as consultants to the U.S. delegation.  

Since then, the League has maintained a presence at the United Nations through its UN 
Observers, working with UN agencies, member states and other NGOs to advance 
LWVUS positions, and by periodically hosting League Day at the UN” for League 
members. The UN position evolved through continued study. By 1948, the League called 
for strengthening the United Nations and its specialized agencies through increased use, 
adequate financial contributions and improved procedures. It also supported the UN’s 
peacekeeping functions. In 1962, the League evaluated “means of strengthening the UN 
under present conditions,” most notably heightened antagonisms between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. In 1976, the League reexamined the UN system “with 
emphasis on relations between developed and developing countries and their implications 
for U.S. policy.” Members studied how world issues had changed alignments at the United 
Nations from a primarily East-West to an increasingly rich-nation/ poor-nation focus and its 
effect on U.S. participation in the UN system. The result was a resounding reaffirmation of 
support for a strengthened UN system and agreement that the United States should work 
constructively within the UN to further our foreign policy goals. 

The League consistently monitors U.S. actions at the UN, engaging in programs at the 
U.S. Mission and providing support for mutually held policies. The League continues to 
urge adequate funding for the UN, both by regular assessments and voluntary 
contributions, full payment of U.S. financial obligations to the UN and full U.S. 
participation in the UN system. 

In addition to supporting increased use and strength of the UN peacekeeping machinery, 
under the UN position in support of “continuing efforts to reduce the risk of war,” the 
League has lobbied for Senate ratification of certain disarmament measures, notably the 
UN-negotiated nuclear nonproliferation treaty. Leagues’ efforts in their communities to 
develop public understanding and awareness of UN accomplishments, limitations and 
potential took on special significance in 1995 when the League celebrated its 75th 
anniversary and the United Nations its 50th. 

In 1995, the League participated in the UN 4thWorld Conference on Women and the 
NGO Forum on Women in Beijing, China, sponsoring workshops on “Organizing Candidate 
Debates” and “Making Democracy Work: Strategies for Grassroots Organization, Education 
and Advocacy.” This was followed in 1999 with a League co-sponsored regional conference 
of the President’s Interagency Council on Women, “Women 2000: Beijing Plus Five,” to 
prepare for the Special Session of the General Assembly, “Women 2000, Gender Equality, 
Development and Peace for the Twenty-First Century,” which our UN Observers were 
accredited to attend in 2000. 
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In 1997, the League was granted Special Consultative Status with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council, which provides the opportunity to make interventions on 
issues the League supports. We joined other NGOs in submitting an official statement 
on behalf of the Girl Child that was presented at the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women meeting in March 2000. As a result of interventions, the League has successfully 
launched and supported the Working Group on Girls, a coalition of 80+ NGOs dedicated 
to focusing governments on the plight of girls throughout the world. The International 
Day of the Girl is also celebrated around the world as a result of League and WGG 
efforts. Women in Saudi Arabia enjoy the right to vote after the League provided an 
intervention that linked women’s enfranchisement with GDP. 

League activity on women and girl-related issues continued in the 2000s. In 2002, the 
LWVUS submitted testimony to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in support of 
Senate ratification of CEDAW (UN Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women). 

 

The League joined other NGOs in official statements 
to the UN Commission on the Status of Women: 
advocating protection of girls’ rights in a life cycle 
approach to gender issues in 2004; emphasizing 
that financing for girls’ equality and for the 
empowerment of girls is a basic and sound strategy 
for the implementation of all human rights in 2008. 

The League also joined the United Nation’s Campaign UNITE to End Violence against 
Women, 2008-2015, whose overall objective is raising public awareness and increasing 
political will and resources for preventing and responding to all forms of violence against 
women and girls worldwide. In 2011, as the move to ratify CEDAW continued, the LWVUS 
submitted testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee on Civil and Constitutional 
Rights. 

Since then, the League, in coordination with WGG, developed a comprehensive strategy 
to prevent sexual human trafficking at major events. This strategy was adopted by the 
Special Representative to the UN Secretary General to Prevent Violence Against 
Children in her work with member states on preventing violence. Additionally, it was 
adopted by Brazil and implemented at its 2014 World Cup and Mardi Gras, as well as by 
the NJ Attorney General for the 2014 Super Bowl. The United States has included 
components of the strategy in its 2014 Trafficking in Persons Report. 

In June 2014 the League formally adopted a position opposing human trafficking. As a 
result of that position, The LWVUS UN Observers are focusing efforts in the areas of 
demand and labor trafficking. 

In 2002, the League urged President George W. Bush to work with the UN to develop 
clear policy goals and actions with regard to the U.S.’s possible intervention in Iraq. On 
initiation of combat operations, the League’s Board issued a statement saying that 
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continued diplomatic efforts through the UN would have better served international 
unity, and military force should have been used as a tool of last resort. 

Leagues nationwide work to realize the United Nations’ Millennium Goals outlined by UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan at the September 2000 Millennium Summit and adopted by 
191 states. In 2005, the League urged the Administration to support the goals of the UN’s 
2005 World Summit Outcome Document, an historic effort to end global poverty, promote 
peace and strengthen the UN, and urged Congress to reject the United Nations Reform 
Act. 

In 2015, League members had the opportunity to directly voice their opinions and 
witness UN conferences through the use of technology. By voting on the “Goals We 
Want”, LWV members had an opportunity to encourage the adoption of post-2015 
goals seeking to eliminate severe world poverty, encourage mandatory education for 
girls and boys at the primary and secondary levels and improve women’s economic and 
political empowerment.  

PROUD HERITAGE: A History of the League of Women Voters of South Carolina, 1920-
1976 by Mary L. Bryan is now available electronically via the USC Library system using 
the links below. libcat.csd.sc.edu and click on "Connect to - USC All libraries" Mary Bryan, 
author - OR 
http://libcat.csd.sc.edu/search~S1?/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D/XProud
+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=Proud+Heritage/1%2C48%2C48%2CB/fra
meset&FF=XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&4%2C4%2C 

* * * 
 

http://libcat.csd.sc.edu/search~S1?/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=Proud+Heritage/1%2C48%2C48%2CB/frameset&FF=XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&4%2C4%2C
http://libcat.csd.sc.edu/search~S1?/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=Proud+Heritage/1%2C48%2C48%2CB/frameset&FF=XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&4%2C4%2C
http://libcat.csd.sc.edu/search~S1?/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D/XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=Proud+Heritage/1%2C48%2C48%2CB/frameset&FF=XProud+Heritage&searchscope=1&SORT=D&4%2C4%2C
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BOARD CONTACT INFO - 2015-2016 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

OF THE COLUMBIA AREA 

 
OFFICERS 

President Julie Sellers Jsellers13@sc.rr.com 240-6813 - C 

Vice President Bridget Tripp bridgetbtripp@gmail.com 951-0831 – W&H 

Secretary Sharon Ayling rsayling@gmail.com 781-6012 – H 
318-7615  - C 

Treasurer Rosalyn Glenn glenndestiny@bellsouth 
 

419-9398 – H 
422-4108 - C 

 

DIRECTORS/PORTFOLIOS 

Social Media Bridget Tripp 
Missy Caughman 

(see VP contact information) 
mpcaughman@earthlink.net 

 
256-6497 – H 
553-1337 – C 
545-3201 - W 

Women’s Health Pat Forbis pforbis@sc.rr.com 931-3100 – H 
603-1696 - C 

Education Sally Huguley shuguley@sc.rr.com  

League Lines Co-
Editor 

Pat Manley Lwvnews@aol.com 973-722-0642 - 
H & C 

Chair – 
Nominating & 
Money in Politics 

Marianne 
McGrath 
 

mcgrathlady@gmail.com 
 
 

941-7365 – H 
760-312-3395-C 

 

OFF-BOARD COMMITTEE HEADS 

Communications Sej Harman sejharman@att.net 730-7208 – C 

League Lines Co-
Chair 

Suzanne Rhodes suzrhodes@juno.com 781-2752 – H 
545-5800 – C 

Transportation Lil Mood lhmood@bellsouth.net 345-3460 – H 
465-1609 – C 

Voter Services Mel Jenkins citycivics@earthlink.net 603-4351 – H 

Membership Pam Craig Pcraig1@bellsouth.net 749-6176 – H 
896-2806 – W 

Membership 
Coordination 

Janie White Jbwhite64@gmail.com 736-0301 – H 
206-1570 – C 

Reservations Susan James Sc.susanbjames@gmail.com 256-6822 – H 

 

mailto:Jsellers13@sc.rr.com
mailto:bridgetbtripp@gmail.com
mailto:rsayling@gmail.com
mailto:rglenn@sc.rr.com
mailto:mpcaughman@earthlink.net
mailto:pforbis@sc.rr.com
mailto:shuguley@sc.rr.com
mailto:Lwvnews@aol.com
mailto:mcgrathlady@gmail.com
mailto:sejharman@att.net
mailto:suzrhodes@juno.com
mailto:lhmood@bellsouth.net
mailto:citycivics@earthlink.net
mailto:Pcraig1@bellsouth.net
mailto:Jbwhite64@gmail.com
mailto:Sc.susanbjames@gmail.com
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OTHER COMMITTEES 

Nominating Committee:  

Marianne McGrath, Chair, Rita Paul, Martha Roblee 

Constitutional Amendments Committee: 

Martha Roblee, Chair; Jody Thomas, Kathy Handel, Sarah Leverette 

Money and Politics Committee (Campaign Finance Revision) 

Co-Chairs: Sharon Ayling, Rosemary Greco, Betsy Oakman, Carol Medich 
 

* * * 
 
 
 



olume: 67, Issue: 7                       April 2016 

24 

 

 

QUICK LINKS 

Websites:  

National: www.lwv.org/  

State: http://lwvsc.org/ 

Columbia: www.lwvcolumbiasc.org 

Facebook: To see our Facebook 

Page: 

1. Go to YOUR Facebook page and 

search for the name Bria Tate. [This is 

the alias that will “travel” with the 

League’s Facebook page.]  

2. Choose the “Bria Tate” with the LWV 

Logo. 

3. Send a FRIEND request to Bria Tate 

and it will be accepted. You are then 

connected to the LWV Columbia Area 

Facebook page). 

Twitter:  

1. Go to YOUR Twitter account and 

search for the League of Women 

Voters Columbia Area and connect.  

Facebook and Twitter email address: 
leagueofwomenvoterscolumbia@gma
il.com   

* * * 

VOTER INFORMATION WEBSITES  

www.saveallvotessc.org 

www.VOTE411.org 

* * * 

 

Columbia City Council  

1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00 PM City 
Hall 1737 Main Street Columbia, SC 
29201  
Check website at www.columbiasc.net 

 for more information.  

Lexington County Council  

Meet: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 4:30 PM 
2nd Floor County  
Administration Building 212 South Lake 
Drive Lexington, SC 29072  
For confirmation of meeting dates, please 
call 785-8103 or check website www.lex-
co.com  



 Richland County Council 

Meet: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:00 PM 
2nd Floor County 
Administration Building 2020 Hampton 
Street Columbia, SC 29202.  
For more information, please contact the 
Clerk of Council Office @ (803) 576-2060 
or check:  
www.richlandonline.com 
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