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2026 Annual Meeting League of Women Voters Northwest Wayne Co. 

June 6, 2026, 10 AM, Plymouth Community Arts Council 
 

Our Mission: Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. 
 

We envision a democracy where every person has the desire, the 
right, the knowledge and the confidence to participate.  We believe 
in the power of women to create a more perfect democracy. 
The League is proud to be nonpartisan, neither supporting nor 
opposing candidates or political parties at any level of government 
but always working on vital issues of concern to members.  
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Annual Meeting Rules: 2026 
 

1. Voting shall be limited to members of the LWV of Northwest Wayne 
County League. 

 
2. Only members shall have the privilege of the floor.  The membership 

may grant privilege of the floor to guests if it chooses.  
 

3. No person shall speak twice until all who wish to speak have had the 
opportunity to speak. 

 
4. The Chair may limit debate, if necessary to make sure all members are 

given the opportunity to speak. 
 

5. Members will remain in the meeting room after a vote until the decision 
is announced. 

 
6. Amendments: An amendment which would change the intent or greatly 

enlarge the scope of an item will be refused by the Chair as not being 
germane. The Chair may consult with other board members.  

 
7. Resolutions: There shall be no resolutions except those of a courtesy 

nature presented to or adopted by the members present.  
 

8. Procedure of Program: All main motions will be placed before the 
members at one time and at the time set in the Order of Business 
adopted by the members present.  Those pending main motions will be 
discussed. 
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League of Women Voters of Northwest Wayne County  
Minutes of the Annual Meeting June 14, 2025 
 
LOCATION: Granite City, Livonia, MI 

DATE: June 14, 2025 

TIME: 12:00 PM 

ATTENDEES: 36 attendees. 

Ann Abdoo, Ann Andrews, Dave Baughman, Lois Baughman, Linda Beier-

Scott, Paula Bowman, Laura Callow, E. Jai Essenmacher, Damey Figura, Lori 

Gilbo, Donna Gilkey-Lavin, Anne Marie, Graham-Hudak, Manny Lavin, 

Maureen Hughes, Laura Jannika, Toni Jones, Amy Kudlinski, Marjorie Lynn, 

Sandy Main-Niemisto, Viki McKenzie, Angela Ryan McWhirter, Deborah 

Miller, Carrie Moon-Dupree, James Moon-Dupree, Lena Packer, Linda Priest, 

Randy Priest, Jeanine Raquet, Anne Reilly, Rachel Rion, Susan Rion, Susan 

Rowe, Linda Scott, Christina Stark, Karlene Steckowski 

The Annual Meeting of the League of Women Voters of Northwest Wayne 

was called to order by President Carrie Moon-Dupree at 12:03 p.m. 

Welcome – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Welcome to the 65th annual meeting of the LWVNWW. Welcome to new 

members. The first hour is a business meeting followed by lunch. 

Everyone received a League decal and an ‘Everyone Blooms When You Vote’ 

postcard at their place setting. 

Carrie shared a brief anecdote about the benefit of wearing our LWV buttons, 

highlighting the opportunities available to share LWV information and even 

provide handouts, such as VOTE411 to those who ask about the LWV logo on 

the button. 

A digital version of the 2025 Annual Meeting booklet was mailed to all 

members 30 prior to today’s meeting. Printed copies are available on the table 

where members signed in and picked up their name tag.  

Request for Minutes Reading Committee 

President Moon-Dupree asked for three members to record and review the 

2025 Annual Meeting Minutes. These volunteers will compare the drafts of the 

meeting minutes with Sandy’s record and advise changes needed. 

Volunteers: Christina Stark, Viki McKenzie, Ann Andrews 

Recognition of lifetime members – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Rachel Rion, Laura Callow (present at today’s meeting), Diane Wittl, Nancy 

White, and Roberta Young. All five were recognized at the LWV State of 
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Michigan in May. There are more lifetime members in our League than any 

other Michigan League. 

Just for fun – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Angela Ryan McWhirter received a prize for coming the farthest distance 

(500+ miles) for todays meeting. 

Jai Essenmacher and the Baughmans (Lois and David) received prizes for 

living the closest to our meeting location. 

Recognition of Belle Ringer Awardees – Paula Bowman 

Toni Jones (VP Voter Service), Lois Baughman (Editor of The Voter), Laura 

Jannika (DEI and DEI Book Club), and Linda Curry (longtime member and 

longtime head of the nominating committee, providing ongoing leadership) 

(Named after Belle Brotherton, first President of the LWV-MI.) 

Belle Ringer recognition is given to members who have put in a little extra 

work, the superstars of our League. 

President’s remarks – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Advocacy Committee meets July 17th to take inventory of what educational 

material and brochures we have in stock to share with the public. At that 

meeting we will also discuss our plans for moving forward and being more 

visible in the community. We will distribute the We Represent You brochure at 

the Northville 4th of July parade. If you want to participate in this parade, let 

Ann Andrews know. We are waiting to hear if we can participate in the 

Plymouth parade. 

Hands Off rallies are League approved events.  

On the State League website, under advocacy, is a list of all the things the 

League is doing and supports. 

Treasurer’s Report – Susan Rowe 

     As of June 14, 2025: 

     Checking balance:              $17,750.27 

     CD:                                      $11,527.93 (through People Driven Credit 

Union) 

     Education Fund:                  $ 6,519.18 

     Total assets:                       $35,797.38 

Adoption of Agenda – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Lena Packer moved to adopt the agenda listed on page 2 of the Annual 

Meeting booklet. Jeanine Raquet seconded the motion. The motion 

passed unanimously. 
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Adoption of Rules – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Susan Rowe moved to adopt the Annual Meeting Rules listed on page 3 

of the Annual Meeting booklet. Paula Bowman seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of Minutes of Annual Meeting June 10, 2023 (pgs. 4-7) - Sandy 

Main-Niemisto 

Each attendee received the Annual Meeting Booklet upon arrival at the Annual 

Meeting/Luncheon. A copy of the 2024 Annual Meeting Minutes was included 

in the packet. Susan Rowe moved to adopt the 2024 minutes as printed in 

the booklet. Linda Priest seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

Motion to adopt 2025-2026 program as printed on pg. 7.  – Carrie Moon-

Dupree 

Susan Rowe moved to adopt 2025-2026 program. The motion passed 

unanimously. (Because the motion comes from committee, a second motion 

is not needed.) 

Motion to adopt 2025-2026 purposed budget as printed on pg. 8. – Susan 

Rose 

Angela Ryan McWhirter moved to approve the 2025-2026 proposed 

budget as it appears on pg. 8. The motion passed unanimously. 

(Because the motion comes from committee, a second motion is not needed.) 

Election of New Officers (pg. 9) 

Lena Packer moved to elect new officers as listed on pg. 9. The motion 

passed unanimously. (Because the motion comes from committee, a second 

motion is not needed.) 

President:     Carrie Moon-Dupree (2-year term) 

VP at Large: Sandy Main-Niemisto (2-year term) 

Treasurer:    Paula Bowman (2-year term) 

Secretary:    Linda Priest (1-year term, finishing Sandy’s term) 

Anne Reilly, The Voter Editor (2-year term) 

Christina Stark, Director (2-year term / Membership chair – appointment) 

Request for Volunteers – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Nominating Committee volunteers – Sandy Main-Niemisto, Jai Essenmacher, 

Linda Priest  

Budget Committee volunteers (one meeting only) – Donna Gilkey-Lavin, 

Randy Priest, Janine Raquet 

Auditor volunteer (review our books once/year) – Dave Baughman 
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Recognition of retiring Board members – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

Lois Baughman                                  Manny Lavin 

Susan Rowe                                       Lena Packer 

Maureen Hughes                               Jackie Peters 

Donna Gilkey-Lavin 

Each retiree was presented with a Statue of Liberty gift made by James Moon-

Dupree. 

Closing Remarks – Carrie Moon-Dupree 

We are non-partisan. We are not neutral. We will advocate for voting rights. 

We need to act at the right time. Be visible (talk to strangers, attend July 4th 

Northville parade). Identify yourself as a League member. People need to 

know who we are. We work with Promote the Vote, Rise Up and other 

organizations. We can never ignore the threat to our democracy. 

Directions to the Board (what members want our Board to  do/address) – 

Christina Stark 

◘ Linda Priest – Belleville, Romulus, Van Buren Township hava a problem 

with nuclear waste being brought into our communities. July 1st court case in 

Detroit. Carrie will add this request to the July Board agenda to form a 

committee for this issue. Linda Priest volunteers to join this committee. 

◘ Laura Callow – August 23rd is the Women’s Equity Luncheon at St. Mary’s 

Cultural and Banquet Center from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Carrie will put the link in 

The Voter as soon as it becomes available so members can purchase tickets.  

◘ Angela Ryan McWhirter – An automated way to pay for things other than 

cash/check. It’s an expensive way to go if you only need it for one or two 

things. Carrie and Paula Bowman have this issue at the top of their list. 

◘ Laura Jannika – Do we have a way of capturing our League history? Lena 

Packer: University of Michigan Bentley Historical Library collects our history. 

Lifetime member Roberta Young, a Lifetime Member, will photograph her 

parade memorabilia from 1960s marches, to become part of our stored 

record.  

◘ Christina Stark – Carrie and Christina have been attending training sessions 

with Mobilize entitled Rise for Freedom (see National Chapter site for more 

information). Topics include digital security, staying safe at public 

demonstrations/peaceful marches, deescalating confrontations. What can we 

do to transfer this information to our membership? July 17 Zoom meeting is 

the next such meeting. Carrie will put the link in The Voter. 

◘ Amy Kudlinski – We need to be on social media (not just FaceBook). Young 

adults are on TikTok and Instagram. Carrie: We can appoint Board members 

for a specific focus. One of those could chair a technology committee. Laura 
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Jannika manages our FaceBook account but is having issues with linking 

content to our Instagram account. 

Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn the meeting and proceed to our luncheon was made 

by Susan Rowe. Viki McKenzie seconded the motion. The meeting was 

adjourned at 1:06 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Main-Niemisto, Secretary 
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PROPOSED PROGRAM 2026-2027 
 
Women Defend Democracy: Democracy Under Siege” platform , as 
recommended by LWVUS, was moved by the Program Committee  and 
approved by the Board at the January 21, 2026, meeting and submitted to 
LWVUS the same month. This campaign will focus on voting rights, election 
protection, redistricting, individual liberties, immigration and the Presidency.  
 
LWVUS Program consists of three parts:   
Action to implement League Principles;    

• Study or concurrence on a governmental issue to develop new Positions 
or to update existing Positions; and,   

• Action on government issues.   
The League has already embarked on a Women Defend Democracy 
campaign to continue our work to protect and expand voting rights and hold 
accountable those who seek to undermine democratic principles and 
processes. In the next biennium, it is even more important for us to join 
together to engage and mobilize voters across the country to oppose attacks 
that strike at the very core of our democracy and democratic institutions. By 
building on Women Defend Democracy and our decade of accomplishments 
under the Campaign for Making Democracy Work, we will be well positioned 
to take action in these exceptionally challenging times.  
The six prongs of the proposed program include:  

• Voting Rights 
• Election Protection 
• Redistricting 
• Individual Liberties 
• Immigration 
• The Presidency  

 
 
 
Submitted by Paula Bowman 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 2026 ANNUAL REPORT 
2026-27 LWV NW WAYNE COUNTY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Position to be filled:     Candidate: 
Vice President, Voter Service      Toni Jones 
Secretary          Cathy Timmers 
Director (also, 2027-28 Nominating Committee)  Lisa Martin 
Director          Valerie Nelson 
Director          Kenya Dobbins 
Director          Susan Brown 
 
Board Members Completing the 2nd Year of their 2 year terms: 
President:  Carrie Moon Dupree 
Vice President: Sandy Main-Niemisto 
Treasurer:  Paula Bowman 
Directors:  Ann Andrews, Anne Reilly, Christina Stark  
 
Retiring Board Member: Laura Jannika.  Thank you for your service! 
 
Thank you to our 2026-27 Nominating Committee: 
Jai Essenmacher, Sandy Main-Niemisto, Kenya Dobbins, Paula Bowman 
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MEMBERSHIP 2026 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Comparing membership rosters from March 2025 to today’s roster (April 
2026), there’s been a loss of about 15 members over the last year.  We are 
currently at 120 members including our 4 lifetime members. 

• Our membership breaks down as follows: 

o Belleville and Van Buren Township  11 

o Canton  25 

o Livonia  19 

o Northville  15 

o Plymouth  30 

o Redford and Redford Township  3 

o Wayne  3 

o Westland  7 

o Out of area  7 

 

• Since coming on board as Membership Chair, 5 Orientation sessions 

were held at Grand Traverse Pie Company in Plymouth, MI.  Three (3) 

during July-October 2025 and two (2) so far in January and February 

2026.  A new member will receive a Welcome email from the 

Membership Chair that includes an invitation to the next scheduled 

Orientation session.  A second invitation will follow if they were not able 

to attend.  Our President also sends a Welcome note to each new 

member. 

 

• We did have 21 new members since June of 2025. New members are 

always enthusiastic to share their stories about why they join and what 

they hope to get out of their participation. 

 

• Renewals do continue each month.   Many of our members use 

ChapterSpot while others may require optional methods (verbal 

renewals with Treasurer and mail in of checks).  Recently some 

renewing members are selecting the AUTO-RENEW function at renewal. 

Typically, notification of pending expiration of membership is sent via 

email to the member by LWV NWW; renewal reminders are also sent by 

LWVUS. 
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• An important upgrade within the LWV community was the launch of the 

ChapterSpot Membership Portal in February 2025.  Every member has 

their own Member Portal and this is where members go to update 

contact information and profile, view past payments, renew their 

membership, access the LWVN website, and access VOTE411.  

 It is worth noting that additional upgrades are under discussion including: 
1. An explanation of the terms: the addition of a link to explain in more 

detail what a member is agreeing to by adding a payment method. 

2. Changes screen: An additional screen will be added to the portal for 

League leaders to see member contacted information that has been 

recently edited. 

3. League Stats screen: An additional screen will be added to the portal 

for League leaders to see statistics related to their League, particularly 

demographic information. 

Christina Stark 
Membership Chair 
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VOTER SERVICES 2026 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
CANDIDATE FORUMS 
Candidate forums were held in Livonia, Westland, Plymouth, and Belleville in 
the month of July 2025 for the November 2025 municipal elections. The 
Livonia, Westland, and Belleville forums were virtual forums. Due to the 
number of candidates running in Livonia, we had two forums. Because there 
were 19 candidates, we split them into two groups. One zoom forum started at 
6 PM and the other started at 7:30 PM. The Plymouth forum was in-person. 
Thank you to the following LWV NWW members who volunteered in some 
capacity to make the forum a success: 
 

Damey Figura, Jai (Elizabeth Essenmacher), Christina Starks, Judy 
Patrick, Susan Brown, Viki McKenzie,  Angela Nolan, Valerie Nelson, 
Ann Andrews, Laura Janniki, Paula Bowman, Carrie Moon-Dupree, Toni 
Jones, and Susan Rowe 

 
The forum was well attended. Several attendees commented on how 
informative it was. All forums were recorded and posted on the LWV NWW 
website.  
 
PERMANENT MAIL TEXT BANK PROJECT 
The Voter Service Team also participated in the LWVMI permanent text 
banking project. The project required us to send text messages via a specific 
website to individuals who voted in the 2020 election but not in the 2024 
election. LWV NWW produced a short video providing instructions on how to 
submit the text messages. The video was shared with other Leagues. LWV 
NWW members who participated in the project received Zoom training and 
were given a copy of the video in the event they needed additional support. 
Thank you to the following LWV NWW members who volunteered for this 
effort: 
 

Susan Brown, Ann Andrews, Christina Starks, Carrie Moon-Dupree, 
Paula Bowman, Linda Curry, Sandy, Main-Niemisto, Jeanette Gutierrez, 
Jenine Raquel, Kenya, Dobbins, and Toni Jones 

 
CANDIDATE FORUM MODERATOR AND PRODUCER TRAINING 
Carrie Moon-Dupree and Paula Bowman facilitated moderator and producer 
training for LWV NWW members. Several League members were trained to 
serve as forum producers and/or moderators for future candidate forums. 
 
KNOW WHAT YOU SIGN PRESENTATIONS 
Carrie Moon-Dupree and Paula Bowman facilitated Know What You Sign 
presentations. We’re on target to receive grant dollars for those presentations. 
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VOTE411 
Megan Chenoweth worked up VOTE411 for all the candidates on the 
November, 2025 ballot in our area.   
 
LWV MI VOTER SERVICE  
Toni Jones participated in the Voter Service statewide network that shares 
ideas and challenges that Leagues face. 
 
Toni Jones 
VP Voter Services 
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VOTER REGISTRATION 2026 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Over the last year, the Voter Registration committee was busy with multiple 
voter registration/ information drives. The League had a table at the 
Schoolcraft College School Daze event on September 22-23, 2025. Over the 
two days, LWV members distributed information about voting and the LWV. 
They also registered 12 individuals to vote. Of the 7 LWV members who 
worked at the event, three had not previously worked a voter registration 
drive. 
 
In December 2025, the LWV of Northwest Wayne County chapter received a 
$750 grant through the LWV US for a Youth Voter Registration Project. The 
grant supports our voter engagement efforts at five community colleges and 
high schools from January – June 2026. We used the funds to purchase 
supplies for voter registration events.  
 
On January 27-28, 2026, the League had a table at the Schoolcraft College 
School Daze Winter Bash. Over the two days, we promoted the LWV and 
registered three students to vote. 
 
On March 16, 2025, our LWV chapter partnered with the National Honor 
Society Chapter of Garden City High School. This was a new high school for 
our chapter. We talked with over 45 students and registered 3 students to 
vote. Of the two LWV members who worked at the event, one had not 
previously worked a voter registration drive. 
 
As we wrap up the year, our LWV chapter will hold a voter 
registration/information drive on May 12th in partnership with the National 
Honor Society of Wayne Memorial High School. This is the third year our 
chapter has partnered with Wayne Memorial on this event.  
 
Additionally, voter registration/information drives are planned at the three high 
schools which make up the Plymouth-Canton Educational Park – Canton, 
Plymouth and Salem – on May 19th. These are new high schools for our 
chapter.   
 
Ann Andrews 
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DIVERSITY, EQUITY and INCLUSION 2026 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The League is committed to supporting diversity, equity and inclusion. We 

promote equity and inclusion by choosing venues for our meetings that are in 

accessible buildings, and that voting locations in our cities are in accessible 

buildings, including early voting locations. We took a stand at a City Council 

meeting for Livonia to change its early voting location, but were not 

successful. 

Another goal is finding technology that can help with hearing and 

comprehension at our LWV meetings. We learned that our smart phones have 

a hearing assist capability. Here are the steps.... 

     •  SETTINGS 

     •  ACCESSIBILITY 

     •  HEARING ENHANCEMENTS 

     •  LIVE TRANSCRIBE 

    •  OPEN LIVE TRANSCRIBE 

This is on an Android. Apple works in a similar way. You can follow along with 
the words as they are spoken. 
We had a tent at the Gay Pride event at Schoolcraft College. It was larger this 
year with many neighboring cities being represented. 
BOOK CLUB: We have had many lively book discussions this year. Our June 

book will be Black in Detroit, a people's history of self-determination by Herb 

Boyd.  

Our Zoom call will be on Tuesday, June 16th. To be on the email list for calls, 

email Laura at ljannika@gmail.com. 

This past year we have read The Undocumented Americans by Karla 

Comejo Villanicencio, The Wisdom of Native Americans, edited by Kent 

Nerburn, Ghosts of Segregation by Rich Frishman, All Boys Aren't Blue by 

George M. Johnson. 

All of these books, and more, are available to borrow from our lending library. 

Just let Laura or Lena Packard know if you would like to borrow a book. 

We believe that through education and understanding we can have a more 

equitable society. 

DEI Chair, Laura Jannika 
ljannika@gmail.com 

mailto:ljannika@gmail.com
mailto:ljannika@gmail.com
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LWV NWW SCHOLARSHIP REPORT - JUNE 2026 
 
The Friedrich/Bowman Scholarship was awarded to the following Schoolcraft 
College students for the 2025–2026 academic year: Traci Ladd, Skylar 
Evanchuck, and Lucy Whelan. Each scholarship recipient received $1000 
from the League as well as a one-year League membership. They were also 
awarded an additional $500 through the Schoolcraft College Foundation.  
 

Regarding their one-year membership, each recipient was invited to attend 
our general membership meeting in February 2026. However, none of them 
were able to attend. 
 

On September 17, 2025, the LWV NWW Board voted 5-4 to no longer fund 
the Friedrich/Bowman Scholarship since doing so is not part of our mission. 
 

Toni Jones and Pat Bindas 
 
 

OBSERVER CORPS 
The Observer Corps includes members who have volunteered to attend 
governmental meetings (virtually or in person), to take notes, and report on 
the issues being addressed at those meetings. Our members are observing 
decisions which affect our schools, the business community, the residents, 
and the environment. We discuss issues which have 
come up at these government sessions, and if there are any issues of 
concern, we present them to the Board to discuss whether any action by the 
League needs to be taken. 
 

We have instituted a “guest observer” opportunity for members to observe 
government meetings in various communities who do not have any League 
Observers at this time. It is a wonderful opportunity for members to observe 
one or two meetings to see if they would 
like to join the Observer Corps. It is also an opportunity for Observer Corps 
members to hear what issues are important in other communities. 
 

This past year we have been observing the following government entities: 
Westland City Council, Plymouth Township Board of Trustees, Van Buren 
Environmental Commission, Plymouth-Canton School Board, 
Northville Board of Trustees, and the Livonia Planning Commission. 
Thank you to the following members who are observing our government in 
action: Paula Bowman, Maureen Hughes, Manny Lavin, Donna Gilkey-Lavin, 
Jai Essenmacher, and Susan Brown.  
 
Lena Packer, Chair 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

 

This has been a transition year for the LWV NW Wayne County treasury not 
only because there is a new treasurer (me) following in the footsteps of Susan 
Rowe, who expertly filled this role for many years, but because our entire 
system of dues has been changed. 
 
Instead of collecting dues directly from members and then sharing portions 
with the state and national Leagues, all dues are now paid to the national 
League who disburses the allocations immediately.  This online system has 
been a challenge for local and state treasurers as well as the members, who 
have had to learn to make their dues payments online.  After almost a year of 
operation, we are all getting used to it and it has indeed accomplished the 
goal of making treasurer tasks easier.  I am grateful to our Membership 
Director, Christina Stark, with whom I have worked to iron out roster problems 
and resolve dues issues.   
 
Dues from members are recommended at $75 per year, but if necessary, 
dues to join the League can be as little as $20.   Overall, our per-member 
dues is more with the new system than the old.  Additionally, many members 
have generously added contributions when they renew their dues.  This 
source of income, along with other independent contributions from members, 
has allowed us to further the mission of the League with voter education 
projects.   
 
Earlier this year, our books for the previous year – July 1, 2024 to June 30, 
2025 – were ‘peer reviewed’ by member David Baughman.  He indicated the 
receipts and expenses all matched with our financial statements but did 
indicate some reasonable suggestions regarding the allocation of expenses to 
more than one account.  We appreciate the time David took to help us 
improve our financial records. 
 
On a regular basis, I attend the quarterly treasurer meetings conducted by the 
LWVMI Leadership.  I joined the Treasurer Network interest group created by 
LWVUS, from whom I receive many daily messages.  I also attend the 
monthly “Framing the Future” meetings offered by the LWVUS online portal 
team.  All of these resources provide excellent directions and learning 
opportunities from other League treasurers.   
 
The NW Wayne County League has a treasury that is solid because of the 
donations of our members, grants from LWVMI and LWVUS, and also 
because we are a frugal organization.  The Board takes great care in 
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spending our League’s money and carefully strategizes to make certain that 
the funds are being used to further the mission of the League.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity of being your treasurer. 
 
Paula Bowman 
June 2026 
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President’s Activity Report: July 2025-June 2026 
 
The Northwest League and I have had another busy and somewhat crazy 
year.   As events unfolded in Washington D.C. and indeed around the world, 
we responded to the onslaught of acts determined to undermine our 
democracy.  I am very proud of the women and men of our League who 
stepped up their participation defending democracy and empowering voters.  
Our League joined the Unite and Rise movement to fight back.  LWVUS 
issued a call to push back against the constitutional crisis we now find 
ourselves in.  We have stepped up in the following ways: 

• Formally joined the Unite and Rise movement, including training and 
meetings. 

• An advocacy committee was formed and is responding to actions that need 
us to speak up. 

    1. Wayne Co. Resolution in Support of Local Democracy, which was in 
        response to the DPOC ( Documented Proof of Citizenship).      
    2. Responded to “Action Alerts.” 
    3. Livonia City Hall, spoke at their 03/09/26 city council meeting in favor of                        
        accessibility needs for disabled citizens, including early voting sites.          

• Social Media/ Communication committee— the goals of this committee are to 
expand our reach to those that we serve: community, voters, members, and 
potential members.  

    1. Develop policy and procedures across platforms.  
    2. Develop a Northwest Wayne Co League Brand. 
    3. Train members in technology.  
    4. Educate community members on the brand in a more timely and 
        efficient manner. 
    5. Hire a social media intern for the summer and fall semester 
        to “UP” our presence. 
• We attended and were very visible in the No Kings Rallies, 11/28/25 and 

03/28/2026. 
• Purchased 100-yard signs that showed where the League stands for, 

“Empowering Voters and Defending Democracy.” 
• Legacy event held in December that honored our past while looking forward.  
• Did text banking for the first time, reaching registered voters who did not 

actually vote.  
• Candidate forums, voter registration drives, and tabling events.  
• Women’s Equity Day celebration - attended. 
• Instituted a leadership team meeting the week before board meetings to talk 

through the issues on the upcoming agenda. 
• Asked board members to attend one of the monthly “President phone calls” to 

develop their understanding of how we interconnect with LWVMI. 
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• Invite a general member to our board meetings to gain an understanding of 
what the board does.  

• Looked for partnering opportunities with like-minded organizations to extend 
our reach.  

 
This is my 3rd term as President, and it is my hope that we develop and support 
the next candidate for President.  The health of our League is not in any one 
person, but rather in all of us.  We possess the capacity to accomplish great 
things. Thank you for all you do.  
 
 
Carrie Moon-Dupree 
President 
 

 


