- WHY CHANGE
SPOKANE COUNTY
GOVERNMENT 7?7777

WHAT DOES HOME RULE CHARTER MEAN
0 - -~

Spokane City Residents--- A sore efficient. County government and better cooperation
among all agencies.

§$%Eane Valley, West Plains and the Suburbgew- Better representation and & more
effective response probiems.

Airway Heights, Ch Deer Park, Millwood snd other Small Towns in okane County-ee
An opporEuniEy o co-operatively addrecs commmity problems while nof Eosing \
municipal authority.

Rural Spokane County---~ Better representation and the ability to use the initiative
and referendum,

WE ARE ALL PART OF SPOKANE COUNTY GOVERNMENTI 11!
_ ISN'T IT VIME TO MAKE A CHANGE???

Already 5 counties in Weshington State have edopted County Home Rule Charters. While .
each county has structured a charter for specific local needs, all have the following
in common:

1. No new taxing suthority was created!

2, Separation of the Administrative snd legislative aress.

3. Local powers clearly defined,

4, More flexibility in handling citizen's business.

5. Citizens incressed their role in locsl decisions,

6. Power was provided by the initistive and referendum process.

WE NEED A COUNTY CHARTERII!
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TEN REASONS WHY.......

Government by the E_o_og le
s lecal government more responsive if

'it ie written by and for the people?

Spokane County.voters could write a
Cherter to fit Spokene County needs.

REEreaentation
ounty Commissioners give adequate

representation to 350,000 people?
It takes two of them to make a quorum
or to make a decision. How well are
you represesnted???7??

Administrative Efficiency
Is administrative erriciency possibie when
some department heads are elected and some
sppointed?
Elected officials may claim responsi-
bility to the voters insatead of en
administrative suthority,

Orderly Change
Should Spokane County Governmént be able

to change to fit changing needs?
Most County Home Rule Cherters include
sn smending process,

Services snd Planning
uld county planning and provision of
services improve -if the basic government
is more simple and eofficient?
A County Home Rule Charter could simplify
the administration and be more open to
the psople.

STEPS TO 6ET A CHARTER. . ..

1. CITIZENS SIGN THE PETITION
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7.

9.

10.

Right of Self-determination
EguIa Spokane Lounty continue to operate

under en out-dated form of government?
The Washington Conatitution provides
8 choice for change to & County Home
Rule Charter which 5 Washington counties
have adopted.

Financial Authority ‘
es it make senae to keep county finsnces

operating under a system which the State

Auditor has analyzed and found inefficent?
A County Home Rule Charter could modern-
ize the method of financisl accounting
tnd reporting.

Citizen Participation
Should citizens have the right of 1nit1|- '
tive and refersndum?
A County Home Rule Charter could
include these.

Checks and Balances
Should the J County Commissioners continue
to have power to make laws, enforce laws
and hear citizen sppeals on them?
A County Home Rule Charter could separate
these powers.

Stete Dominati
Should the 3'{.%9 Legielature continue to

meke decisions for local government?
A County Home Rule Charter could suthor-
ize many functions which now must be
requested, from the state.

First, sign the petition for the o.‘laetion of
a Board of Freeholders to draft s proposed

Charter.

2,

About 10,000 signatures are required.
CITIZENS THEN ELECT FREEHOLDERS

At slection time citizens vote for
the creation of a Board of Freeholders,
and then vote for the moat qualified

fresholder candidates.
3.

CITIZENS INPUT CONCERNS

You will have a chence at open mestings

to express your ideas,

So Freeholders will

draft s charter that meests our needs.

&

CITIZENS VOTE ON THE COUNTY CHARTER



