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Be a Voter” is produced by the League of Women Voters of Greater
Cleveland Education Fund and supported in part by the [national)
League of Women Voters Education Fund. These nonprofit
organizations are dedicated to encouraging the informed and active
participation of citizens in government. The League of Women
Voters does not endorse or support candidates or political parties.

*

Information on voter registration, ways to vote, and voter ID was
adapted from “Voting 1-2-3,” voter information cards developed by
the League of Women Voters of Ohio [LWV0]. Before each election
“Voting 1-2-3” is updated with current election dates and published
by LWVO. Free PDF downloads [which can be use for self-printing]
are provided on the LWV0 website at wwwIwvohio.org.

*

A PDF download of “Be a Voter” is available at
lwvgreatercleveland org for self-printing.
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BE A

VOTER

A Basic Guide to Voting
in Cuyahoga County and COhio

Everythin? you wanted to know
[but were afraid to ask] about voting

presented by
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS® J
OF GREATER CLEVELAND EDUCATION FUND
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Q. DO I HAVE TO VOTE ON ALL THE
OFFICES AND ISSUES ON THE BALLOT?

A. No. You may vote for as few as you like. If you only
care about one race or issue on the ballot, you may cast
your vote there and leave the rest of the ballot blank.

However, “down-ticket” races, such as local and state
races, are also important. It is best to research and vote
on as many races as you can.

Q. HOW DO I FIND OUT WHAT WILL BE ON
MY BALLOT?

A. Enter your address on VOTE411 (www.vote411.org)
and the site will provide information on the races that

will be on your ballot.

You can also download a sample ballot from the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections website at
boe.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/ballot-search.aspx.

You will need to enter your precinct number, but this
page has a link to find that information.

Q. I CANT REMEMBER ALL THE DATES AND
DEADLINES.

A. The Ohio Secretary of State provides an online
calendar with current voting dates and deadlines

at wwwisos.state.oh.us/sos/elections/ Voters/

votingSchedule.aspx.

Shortly before the election, the League of Women
Voters of Ohio (LWVO) produces and distributes

a voter information card, “Voting 1-2-3,” with
current deadlines, an early voting schedule, and other
basic voting information. PDFs of this card can be
downloaded and printed from the LWVO website at
www.LWVOhio.org,

Essential resources for making
your voting plan

The Cuyahoga County Board of Elections and the
Ohio Secretary of State are responsible for executing
elections in Cuyahoga County and Ohio. These
agencies provide much of the resources, services, and
information described in this booklet. Therefore, there
will be many references to the websites and contact
information of these governmental bodies:

Cuyahoga County Board of Elections
Website: boe.cuyahogacounty.us
Phone number: 216.443.VOTE (8683)

Ohio Secretary of State
Website: www.sos.state.oh.us

Step ONE: Register to vote

To vote you must be:

* A United States citizen

* An Obhio resident (to vote in Ohio)
* Eighteen years old

* A registered voter

Note: In Ohio, convicted felons who have
served their time have the right to vote.

When to register
You can register to vote anytime. However, you must be

registered no later than 30 days before the election in

which vou plan to vote.




a

*9J0A NOA MOY MOUY [[IM JUO ON] "12103S ST 10[[B(| JNOX
Arewrtrd o) ur pajoa nok moy jo ssoppresar Ayred Aue
JO 91epIpued AUE 10§ 910A KB NOA IIQUIIAON] U] "SIX Y

(NOLLDATA TVHANTD YAGINIAON THL
NI ALYVd INTIAAIIA V 10 STLVAIANVD
W04 ALOA I NVD ‘NOLLDATA XIVINTId
AHL NI .LOTIVL ALYVd V LSANOTA I 41 ‘O

*SUOTEDO] YAO( UL 9J0A JOUUERD NOK “9[LI0[ Je) U OA 0}
MOY UO UOBULIOJUL 9ABY [[IM AJISIOAIUN JO 9SI[[00 INOX
£)TUNWWIOD 9FI[[0d INOK UT 9J0A UeDd NOA APANRUINY

"9I0Y[} JUIS JO[[Bq JNOK dABY O} SSIIPPE
959[]02 anoA apuoad ‘wrroj uonesrdde [rew-Ag-9304
o uQ arnpadoxd rewr-£q-910A 9y} MO[[O] SIX YV

IDATIOD LV AVMY IV I A1 ALOA I NVD O

TTonoo[o ue
~3I0J9( S[(ISS0d S€ UO0S SE $59001d 9] ULSoq P[ROYS NOx

"$)0[[e( 991UASqE 15oNnbaT 0] pue 9104 03 19)S1391 0)
10q Pasn oq Aewt Y. °Y.], A0S UEAJMMM Je d[(e[leAr
{(vDd.]) uoneorddy pren) 1so [e1opa,] o) asn Aewr nok
10 noA 10y uonedrdde ue 3sonbox ued oanear pareusisop

VY AOSABATMMM Je )ISCOM WEIS0IJ OUBISISSY SULIOA
[eIoPa] Y} UO d[qe[leA. OS[e ST UOT)RWLIOJUI SIY T, (g
93ed UuO SISSAIPPE IM 995) SANISAIM 9)eIS JO AIBJIIIIG
oy ) puE SUONII[Y Jo preog Lunor) esoyeinn)
9} I0( UO I[(B[IBAR IIE SIUI[PLIP PUL SUOTIINIISUT

Aapdwo) (VAVOON) 19V SUnop 291uasqy suoznty)

SEISIOA() PUE powIojiu ) 2y} Aq PRI2A0D 9ae NOX "SI Y

¢SVASHIAO DNIATT
YO XAVLITIN FHL NI WV I 41 ZLOA I NVD ‘O

I9JJO ey} oyew
A91) JT 0S OP 0) PIESI[O ATE AT ], “PIeD UONEBIISISIT
JINOA IOAT[OP 0 JIJo Aew 1911391 noA Furdjoy sroaunjop

ATOAT[OP [TETU JOJ ST JUIDIPNS MO[[Y "STOTIIII

JO pIeO(| 91 0] ULIOJ PAIA[dUIOD 1) JAAT[AP IO [reJ\
‘9304 01 ue[d noA YoIYM Ul TOTII[o 93 OF JOLId SABP ()¢
TONEBIISIO0T TNOA JATO09T JSIUT SUOTIIIA JO PIeoq A ],
PIed uoneI)SISaI 13)0A ) Surmruqgng

"9]0A 01 19381391 01 (] 0307 d & MOYS 0} dABY] JOU OP NOX

TOCUUNU ISTUIII] § IOALIP INOA TO JOQUINN]
ALmoag [erog ok Jo SISIp Inoj ISe[ Y} PIdU NOx
Surra)siSax oy syuswrdambax (1

‘uoyvuLLofur paainbas 2noipur
PADD UOYDAISISIL 4202 S,01Y() UO S]YSYYSry
moppax A)a32)duod wiiof uoynaysi3aa ayy wa jpuy

‘suoned0[ o1qnd JII0 IO ‘SIrej J99I3S ‘SOI0)S AIID0I3
‘S[[eW 1B I9ISIFAI S19)10A SUId[oY] SI99IUN[OA WIOL] «
*(901g0 150d 211 J0U) SIOIPFO JUIWUIIAOS
owos pue ‘sorrexqr[ orqnd ‘sneang 9suIdI S IIALIP
‘S[0OYIS [eUONEIO0A 10 S[ooTds Y31y orjqnd 1y «
‘(g 98ed uo pAsI[ sASSAIPPE om) eI JOo
AI819109G OTY() Y} 0 SUONII[F JO pIeog Aunon)
B80T RANY) O1]) IOIPID JO SAISCIM IY) J& JUIU() »
puy wed NOA IPIYM ULIOJ UOTIRISLSAT 19)0A & Aorduon)
JI3)SISAI 0) MO




1

FAQS ABOUT VOTER REGISTRATION AND
PROCEDURES

More voting FAQs are on the LWV of Greater
Cleveland website:

lwugreatercleveland.org/voting-faqs

Q. I WON’T BE 18 UNTIL JUST BEFORE
ELECTION DAY. WHEN SHOULD I REGISTER
TO VOTE?

A. You may register to vote while you are 17 if you will
be 18 by the date of the election in which you plan to
vote. Register at least 30 days before the election.

You may also vote in the primary election if you will be
18 by the general election. However, you can vote only
for primary candidates, not issues. You must register to
vote at least 30 days before the primary election.

Q. WILL I BE CALLED TO JURY DUTY IF I
REGISTER TO VOTE?

A. Some counties use the list of registered voters to
select juries. Others use the list of drivers’ licenses to
select juries. In Cuyahoga County, both lists are used.

Q. DO I HAVE TO CHOOSE A POLITICAL
PARTY WHEN I REGISTER TO VOTE?

A. No, not in Ohio. The only time you declare a party
1s when you choose to vote in a party primary election
and you request a party ballot.

Even in a primary, you may vote without declaring a
party by asking for a “nonpartisan” ballot. However,
you will only be able to vote on the ballot issues, not the
party candidates.

Verify your registration

After submitting your registration, you can verify that
the board of elections has received your registration
either by phone or online (see information on page 2).

If you have not voted for several years, you
should verify your registration more than 30
days before the election.

Updating your registration
If you have moved or changed your name, update your
registration at least 30 days before the election.

Simply fill out and submit a new registration form. You
can also update your registration online at the Ohio
Secretary of State website (see page 2).

Step TWO - Decide how to cast your ballot

There are three ways to cast your ballot in Ohio:
1) Vote by mail
2) Vote in person early at the board of elections
3) Vote at your polling location on Election Day

1) Vote by mail

Request your ballot by filling out a vote-by-mail
application form, which can be obtained from the
Cuyahoga County Board of Elections either online

or by phone (see page 2). Many registration sites
mentioned on page 3 under “How to register” will also
have vote-by-mail application forms.

Yellow highlights on the form indicate required
information.
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For information on judicial candidates:

* Judge 4 Yourself: www,judgedyourself.com
On this site four local bar associations and two
newspapers rate the judicial candidates.

* Judicial Votes Ciount: blogs.uakron.edu/judicialvotescount
This site makes no candidate endorsements or
ratings. Candidates themselves provide their
educational and work background and answer
questions about their qualifications and experience.

* VOTE411: wwwvote411.org - provides the same

information as the Judicial Votes Count website.

*

Note: Judicial candidates cannot express
opinions on issues that may come before the
court in a trial or lawsuit.

*

Attend or watch a candidate forum

The League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland
website (lwvgreatercleveland.org) will have a schedule
of upcoming local candidate forums and, in some cases,
videos of those forums.

Learn about ballot issues

Information on ballot issues can be found on the
following websites:

VOTE411: www.vote411.org
LWV of Greater Cleveland: Iwvgreatercleveland.org
LWYV of Ohio : www.wvohio.org

2) Vote early in person at the board of elections
building
Registered voters may vote early at their county board
of elections beginning about one month before the
election.

Find the schedule of early voting hours on the websites
of the board of elections and the secretary of state
(website addresses are on page 2), and also on the
League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland website

at lwvgreatercleveland.org.
You must have proper identification to vote early at
the board of elections (see Step THREE).

3) Vote at your polling place on Election Day

Election Day is the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November. Polls are open from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm.

By law, if you are in line at 7:30 pm, the polls must stay
open to allow you to vote.

You must have proper identification to vote at
the polls (see Step THREE).

About a month prior to the election, the board of
elections sends postcards to registered voters indicating
their polling location. You can also verify it on the board
of elections website or by calling the board of elections
(see page 2). Polling locations can change from one
clection to another.

At your polling place, poll workers can help you find
your correct precinct. After you sign the poll book, poll
workers will give you a ballot and some instructions
for voting. Directions will also be posted inside the poll
booth. You can ask a poll worker for assistance. They
are there to help you cast a valid, secret ballot.
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