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VOTER
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware

May 2016 www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org Vol. 22, No.10
The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities.

HOT TOPIC LUNCH MONDAY, MAY 23, 2016
TOPIC: League’s Advocacy Corps discussing issues before the legislature; a short

ANNUAL MEETING will be held also
11:30 A.M. - 1:15 P.M.

Michael’s Restaurant, 1000 Churchman's Rd, Newark, DE 19713
Buffet lunch is $15.00 paid at time of the luncheon. Please pay in cash if at all possible.

A short Annual Meeting will begin at 12. The annual business meeting (required by our bylaws) will
include accepting minutes and election of officers and directors, and an opportunity to provide
guidance to the new board.

Members of the League's Advocacy Corps will update us about legislation and issues at the top of
the League's agenda and also what is hot in the current General Assembly in Dover.

Join us at Michael’s for a buffet luncheon and discussion. Great food choices and the price of $15.00 per person covers lunch,
beverages and gratuity.

Please RSVP at lwvde@comcast.net or 302-571-8948 by Saturday, May 21, so we can let the restaurant know how many to
expect. Even if you did not RSVP, please come anyway. If you need a ride leave a message on the League Office phone or e-mail
when you RSVP.

There will be carpooling from Wilmington area and Newark. Call 302-571-8948 and leave a message.

Directions: Michael’s is located at 1000 Churchman’s Road, Newark. See http://michaelsde.com/directions/

Highlights of our Hot Topic Lunch held April 25, 2016 on Human Trafficking in Delaware

Guest speaker Abigail R. Layton, Deputy Attorney General, who works closely with the Human
Trafficking Court, gave a very informative and lively update about what is taking place in
Delaware. Below are notes from her presentation. There was a LOT of information so we are
presenting it in a notes format.

*Exploitation is the word that best explains what Human Trafficking is because it describes work
conditions, 18 hours a day labor, low wages, prostitution, etc. Victims generally do not identify
themselves as victims

* There are many cases of drug trafficking but Delaware has not prosecuted any human trafficking
cases. Usually this is because they travel through Delaware and sometimes get caught by the Feds in
Maryland (transporting across state lines).

Continued on page 2 Human Trafficking)
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(Continued from page 1 Human Trafficking)

*Abigail does training for law enforcement and asks police not to put individual pictures of arrests in the newspaper. The
women/girls do not want to work with police because they see them as not trustworthy AND their bosses might retaliate
against their families and relatives who then might also suffer abuse.

*Children, girls and boys as young as 12, but mostly 14 and up, are the victims. Many come from vulnerable homes and
they have been abused and neglected.

* A trafficker will learn what the child/adult needs, usually love, attention and money. Usually they are afraid to talk to
authorities because of threatened violence to their friends or families. Drugs and guns are usually involved. The
traffickers speak of threats to family members, close by or in another country. Delaware is small and traffickers know
who their families or friends are.

*Many of these people come through the criminal justice system because of charges of assault, domestic violence, gang
activity, drugs, rape and incest. The system fails these individuals.

*Delaware is the pipeline through which the trafficking passes in this part of the country. In every country labor
trafficking is taking place in the form of the sexual trade-- from Russia to Atlantic City and elsewhere, to farms in Sussex
County, and through Seaford on the way to Salisbury, MD. There needs to be an education effort in every country and
state to help recognize this crime.

*The Delaware legislature overhauled the trafficking laws 2 years ago and passed the first nationwide state best practices
law and created the Human Trafficking Coordinating Council. This council has representation from all stakeholders,
agencies and nonprofits that deal with the victims and perpetrators. Council members are from the courts, public
defenders’ office, DFS, DHS, medical directors from AIAI, DPH, Prisons, etc. Presently no funding has been allocated,
but Abigail noted that different agencies are allocating some funds so the council can move ahead. The challenge is
gathering data to understand what the problem is in Delaware in order to get funding. A major problem is the need to
create or find resources to house victims and a service plan.

*The Council works out of the Attorney General's Office. It has created four committees: these committees will address
victim services, create a flow chart showing who to call for services, as well as developing places to house victims; the
juvenile subcommittee will work on a red flag system to assess to whom to release children; outreach and awareness will
work on educating the public and agency personnel. A strategic short and long range plan is being developed. Plans are
to create a web-based training program that can be accessed by agencies to train their employees and anyone who needs
training at any time. It could be used to train teachers, resource officers, etc.

*The underlying theme is these individuals are: vulnerable, neglected, abused, runaways, involved in drugs, some without
documentation. Most are US citizens. Most are terrified to tell their stories.

*Route I 95 is a corridor / bridge between Newark, Wilmington, Philadelphia, Maryland, down state Kent and Sussex
counties, and people are being moved constantly.

WE INVITE YOU TO SAVE THE DATE to continue the discussion about Human Trafficking in Delaware:

Monday, June 27, 2016 HOT TOPIC at 6 pm at First Presbyterian Church, 292 West Main Street,
Newark. Keynote speaker: Commissioner Mary McDonough who will relate the role of the Human
Trafficking Court in our community.
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HIGHLIGHTS of the Carrie Chapman Catt Awards

And it was a lovely evening to hold an awards banquet! Those of us (members and guests) who gathered at Arsht Hall on
Tuesday, April 12th enjoyed an excellent dinner, very pleasant conversation and the opportunity to honor three members
of our community who are outstanding leaders. Thanks to the committee for making it all possible – Patti Christopher,
Letty Diswood and Vicky Kleinman and to Larry Diswood, our fearless photographer! Joyce Johnson

LaVaida Owens-White and Patti Christopher MC Patti Christopher and Moonyeen Klopfenstein

Pricilla Rakestraw and Patti Christopher Seated at table facing L-R Bob and Moonyeen Klopfenstein

Table with friends and family of LaVaida Owens-White Friends and family of LaVaida Owens-White
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League of Women Voters of New Castle County
ANNUAL MEETING,
Monday, May 23, 2016

Michaels Restaurant, 1000 Churchman's Rd, Newark, DE 19713

AGENDA

12:00 Noon CALL TO ORDER (Emily White, President presiding)

z Acceptance of the Minutes of 2015 Annual Meeting (a copy available)
z Appointment of Parliamentarian (Joann Hasse)
z Appointment of two people to approve the 2016 Minutes
z Year-end Treasurer’s Report (copies available) (Letty Diswood, Acting Treasurer)
z Slate of proposed Nominees, Nominating Committee: (Moonyeen Klopfenstein, Peggy Schultz, Letty

Diswood, Bea Webb)
z Nominations from the Floor
z Election of Officers and Directors 2016-2017
Ɣ� 5HFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�OHDYLQJ�%RDUG��
Ɣ� 'LUHFWLRQV�WR�WKH�1HZ�%RDUG��(PLO\�:KLWH�SUHVLGLQJ��
Ɣ� $QQRXQFHPHQWV�

12:30 P.M. Adjourn Annual Meeting business

12:30 -
1:15 P.M. Members of the League's Advocacy Corps will update us about legislation and issues

at the top of the League's agenda and also what is hot in the current General
Assembly in Dover.

Slate of Nominees
OFFICERS
2nd Vice President, Judy Butler 2016-2018
Treasurer VACANT 2016-2018
Directors
Kloppy Klopfenstein 2016-2018
Bea Webb 2016-2018
Fay Whittle 2016-2018
Vacant 2015-2017

Nominating Committee 2016-2017
Linda Barnett
Letty Diswood
Peggy Schultz
Bea Webb

CONTINUING ON BOARD
Officers
President, Emily White 2015-2017
1st Vice President, Marj Johnson 2015-2017
Secretary, Joann Hasse 2015-2017
Directors
Patti Christopher 2015-2017
Joyce Johnson 2015-2017
Meta Little 2015-2017
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TO OUR VOLUNTEERS who did the following work during April: Thanks to Patti
Christopher for coordinating a number of upcoming voter registration events for
May and June. Thank you to Bob Hasse who is collating welcome packets to new
citizens for the naturalization ceremony to be held in May and June's ceremony to

be held at the University of Delaware; Thanks also to Connie Georgov who coordinates the new citizen
ceremonies. Thanks to Vicky Kleinman for organizing the Great Decisions group that meets at the
Newark Library nearly every month. Thanks to Joyce Johnson, chair of the Carrie Chapman Catt Awards
banquet planning committee and its members, who planned this event.

Your Membership Committee

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In the past four years I’ve accomplished a personal milestone—welcoming some of “the Huddled
Masses “, albeit just one family-- to the great State of Delaware. Initially, it was my acting as a tutor
for a Yemini woman who wanted to achieve her U. S. Citizenship. The process of teaching/learning
developed into a significant emotional experience and a life-long friendship with a family whose
roots are very different from my own.

As I routinely filled up with gas at a Shell Station at the corner of Route 4 and Marrows Road, in
Newark, I began a conversation with one of the three store attendants. It was 5 years ago, and the Arab Spring was in full
force. Since the young man’s English was very fluent, it was the beginning of many discussions between us. We talked
about the differences between the dangers of Al-Qaeda Yemen, and the safety of living in the United States. He was eager
to share the knowledge of the beauty of Yemen, and equally sad about how it was becoming more unsafe as time passed.

Using the ATM machine in the Convenience Store at this Shell Station was very handy. As I headed by the counter, on
the way back to my car, another one of the men stepped forward to speak to me. He told me that he needed a teacher for
his wife to learn English. Having little money, he said he hoped he could find an inexpensive one. After a brief exchange,
involuntary words flowed from my mouth, “I can tutor your wife. I am a very experienced teacher.” We agreed on my
offer, and I was asked to come back in a week so I could follow him to their home and meet his wife. That was the very
beginning…

The following week, I began the 1st tutoring session. I had gathered appropriate free teaching aides from the Internet, as
well as some books from an ESL teacher (English as a 2nd Language). I created my own rolodex of words and phrases
between Arabic and English. The Arabic was listed phonetically, as I determined early on, I was not going to learn to
write the beautifully artistic Arabic language. We utilized the Translator app on Norah’s IPad as well as a couple of
English/Arabic dictionaries that I’d purchased.

The years passed with the birth of two more children, and the application for the exam was sent to the I.N.S. A couple of
days each week in the summertime, I taught the children The Hokey Pokey, Mother, May I and an assortment of other
song/games from my Elementary Music Teacher’s repertoire. There were many discussions regarding the differences
between Islam and Christianity. I visited an Islamic Mosque through a summer event with the YWCA in Wilmington. I
was becoming an “Extra” grandmother.

On April 26, 2016, Norah Yahya took the exam to become an American Citizen. She passed the exam with flying colors.
As her oldest child, 12 year old Nuha exclaimed, “My mom tossed that exam!” The next day I visited and helped celebrate
the marvelous accomplishment of my student, my friend, Norah. I will be in the audience, looking on with great pride as
she receives her American flag and a packet of voter information from the League of Women Voters of New Castle
County. The connection of a lifetime…

Emily White, President, LWVNCC
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VOTER OUTREACH

SAVE DATE FOR CANDIDATE FORUM
The LWVNCC and Triangle Neighborhood Association, Wilmington, will cosponsor a candidates' night for the
Wilmington mayoral primary election. Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 8, 2016 at Salesianum
School, 1800 N. Broom St. Wilmington, 19802. Carole Walsh, LWVNCC, will serve as moderator. Watch for
details in future Voters.

Voter Registration drives are being planned at the Bear Library, Newark Community Day, Padua Academy, and PHD
Ministries Block Party. Patti Christopher sends out notices about dates, time and place to individuals who have signed up
to do voter registration. Send her an email if you are interested in helping out and are not on her list. wjcjr4@verizon.net

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE

Monday, May 23, 2016 at 1:30-3:30 at Pat Todd's house 762-5995, ptoddwilm@aol.com Please call for directions.

Issues currently being addressed include: supporting renewable energy proposals, a study on carbon pricing to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions and other efforts to limit global warming, supporting clean water initiatives for Delaware,
opposing seismic testing off the Atlantic coast, and working with Pennsylvania and New Jersey Leagues in opposing a
toxic waste treatment facility on the Delaware River in Bucks County, PA.

Coralie Pryde, Environmental Committee Co-Chair

LAND USE/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Monday, May 16, 2015 1:30-3:30 pm Home of Jane Dilley, For directions : jadilley@udel.edu or Peggy Schultz

The committee is lobbying in Dover for the passage of SS2 to SB 130, the Healthy and Transit-Friendly Development
Act. The bill has broad support from a diverse group of organizations, including the League, AARP, the Realtors Assoc.,
the Heart Assoc., Bike Delaware, Delaware Greenways, Delaware Nature Society, etc. We have also lobbied for HB
262, the Open Space Council and Land Protection Act. The Committee is also following progress on the Port of
Wilmington Task Force, and has offered a number of comments on the New Castle County Comprehensive Plan Update.

Peggy Schultz, Land Use/Transportation Committee Co-Chair

Welcome to our new member

Barbara Mobarak barbaramobarak@yahoo.com 302-518-4653

GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP -

GREAT DECISIONS Future Dates for Great Decisions: Monday, 6/20.
What: Great Decisions
When: 3rd Monday, May 16, 1:30 - 3:30 pm
Where: Newark Free Library
What else: Lunch for those who wish it
When: Before the discussion, noon - 1:15 pm
Where: Bamboo House - How: Call Vicky Kleinman [302-731-4950] to arrange seating

In memoriam: Susan Penniman Burns. At age 97 Susan died on April 13, 2016, just five weeks shy of her 97th birthday. She was
one of the founders of the LWV of New Castle County (then named LWV of Wilmington), and was a member for more than 50
years, and continued her membership in the LWV of Kendall. She spent her career at The Children's Bureau in Wilmington. Susan
served on the LWV of Delaware board for many years and chaired the Social Policy portfolio. A Celebration of her Life will be held
at Kendal at Longwood in the main lounge on Saturday, May 21, 2016 from 2-4 pm.



7

LWVUS TAKE ACTION FOR DETAILS GO TO LWV.ORG

FIX THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Based on our new position on Money in Politics, the League has endorsed legislation by Senator Tom Udall (D- NM) that
would create a new independent agency to replace the Federal Election Commission. The Federal Election Administration
Act of 2016, would restructure the Federal Election Commission (FEC) as a five-member commission. The League sent a
letter to the U.S. Senate in support of this bill and members of the Lobby Corps will be visiting Senate offices throughout
May. League members can also contact their members of Congress to address this issue using our latest action alert.
The agency that is tasked with overseeing federal laws governing money in politics, the Federal Election Commission
(FEC), is broken. Paralyzed by its own structure, with four commissioners who regularly cast tie votes on a partisan basis,
the FEC has failed to enforce and properly interpret the nation’s already weak campaign finance laws.

It’s time to reform the FEC. Tell Congress to support the Federal Election Administration Act of 2016.

The League has endorsed legislation by Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) and Representative David Price (D-NC) that would
create a new independent agency to replace the FEC. The new Federal Election Administration (FEA) would be
comprised of five commissioners, appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate, where only two members can
be from the same political party. The fifth commissioner would be appointed on a nonpartisan basis from a list of
candidates selected by a blue-ribbon panel of retired federal judges, former law enforcement officials or individuals with
election law experience. With this five-member structure, the new legislation would end gridlock at the commission and
put the public’s interests over partisan interests.

The new Federal Election Administration will still have the responsibilities previously held by the FEC to administer
campaign finance laws and the presidential public financing system, as well as to issue regulations and advisory opinions.
The FEA also would have the authority to conduct investigations of possible violations. However, the legislation sets up a
new system of administrative law judges with jurisdiction over individual enforcement cases in order provide for
consistent and impartial enforcement.

Join the fight to end gridlock at the Federal Election Commission.

LEAGUE OPPOSES H.R. 4775
The League joined a letter opposing H.R. 4775, the Ozone Standards Implementation Act. Despite its name, the bill would
be detrimental for air quality and public health. The legislation systematically weakens the Clean Air Act without a single
improvement and delays live-saving health standards that are already years overdue.

Center for Biological Diversity * Conservatives for Responsible Stewardship * Earthjustice, Environment America *
Environmental Defense Fund * League of Conservation Voters, League of Women Voters * Natural Resources Defense
Council, Physicians for Social Responsibility * Sierra Club * Southern Environmental Law Center, Union of Concerned
Scientists * Voices for Progress

LEAGUE OPPOSES BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

The League of Women Voters joined with 269 national organizations urging members of the House and Senate to oppose
any balanced budget amendment to the United States Constitution. The letter notes that a balanced budget constitutional
amendment would damage the economy, not strengthen it.

UPDATING THE PRESIDENTIAL PUBLIC FINANCING SYSTEM IS KEY TO REMOVING
BIGMONEY FROM POLITICS
Fixing the public financing system in our country is just one of the ways that the League is working to get big money out
of politics. The League is taking a multi-pronged approach. In addition to supporting legislation to fix the FEC (see
above) and federal legislation to revamp the presidential public financing system, we are also supporting legislation to set
up a new congressional public financing system and state and local Leagues across the country have had success with
implementing laws in their own communities. The League also continues to push for passage of the DISCLOSE Act and
ending under-the-table coordination between Super PACs and candidates. (Continued on page 8 LWVUS Take Action)
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(Continued from page 7 LWVUS Take Action)
Clean Power Plan Moving Forward in Many States - Go to lwv.org for details.

Many states are still moving forward with complying with the Clean Power Plan at the state level despite a stay of the
regulation by the U.S. Supreme Court. It’s important for Leagues to have a voice in the development of the state
implementation plans of this important regulation. The Climate Action Toolkit now includes a section outlining what
Leagues and League members can do to help build support for, and promote compliance with, the Clean Power Plan.
Included are suggestions of state and local organizations that could be good partners for League action efforts as well as
ideas for education and advocacy initiatives. The toolkit also includes basic background information about the Clean
Power Plan itself

CALENDAR
Wednesday, May 4,
2016, 9:30 am-12:00 pm

CenDel Building at the corner of
101 Loockerman and Bradford
Streets -- parking lot at end of the
block of Bradford.

LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting. LWVDE Advocacy Corps
meeting. Contact Committee Chair Sandy Spence for details. (302-
841-2882)

Monday, May 16, 2016,
1:30-3:30 pm

Home of Jane Dilley
For directions : jadilley@udel.edu
or Peggy Schultz

Land Use/Transportation Committee

Friday, May 6 - Sunday,
May 8, 2016

Cancelled - Virden Center, Lewes,
Delaware

LWV of Delaware holds Council every two years. Business is
mostly devoted to workshops. Hold those dates.

CancelledMonday, May
9, 2016, 6:30 pm-8:30
pm

Kirkwood Library, 6000
Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington,
DE 19808

Cancelled because we will have our annual meeting on the
5/23/2016. LWV of NCC Board Meeting. Monthly meeting of the
NCC board of directors. New board will meet on June 13, 2016.

May 16, 2016, 1:30-3:30
pm

Newark Free Library
750 Library Ave
Newark, DE 19711

Monday Great Decisions Group. Held at the Newark Free Library
from 1:30 to 3:30. As usual, many of the attendees will meet for
lunch at noon at the Bamboo House beforehand. Please contact
Vicky Kleinman for more details.

Wednesday, May 18,
2016, 6:00 pm-8:30 pm
(To be confirmed)

CenDel Building, 101 W.
Loockerman Street, Dover

To be confirmed - State Board Meeting.Monthly meeting of the
state board of directors. Please call 302-478-8224 to indicate your
attendance. ,

Monday, May 23, 2016,
11.30-1:15 pm

Michael's Restaurant
1000 Churchman's Rd
Newark, DE 19713

LWVNCC Hot Topic Event - Update on Legislation in current
Delaware General Assembly and a short ANNUAL MEETING.
302) 368-4230 http://michaelsde.com/directions/

Monday, May 23, 2016
1:30 0 3:30 pm

Pat Todd's house 762-5995
ptoddwilm@aol.com

LWVDE/NCC Environmental Committee

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W 17th Street
Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806

lwvncc@comcast.net
www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org
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