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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities.

HOTTOPIC FOR OCTOBER features a film screening
Making a Killing: Guns, Greed, and the NRA

Brave New Films, a social justice documentary film non-profit, recently released, Making a Killing: Guns, Greed, and
the NRA. The film tells stories of how gun violence affects the lives of everyday Americans. It features personal stories
from people across the country who have been affected by gun violence, including survivors and victims' families. The
film looks into gun tragedies including unintentional shootings, domestic violence, suicides, mass shootings, and
trafficking - and what we can do to put an end to this profit-driven crisis.

The goal of the film is to serve as a tool for individuals and organizations to use to create a dialogue and inspire action in
their communities. It is completely free to screen.

When: Tuesday, October 18, 2016, 3-5 PM
Where: Home of Brenda Toomey, 15 Bent Lane, Newark, DE 19707
Call 302-571-8948 or email to brendatoomey@icloud.com for a head count.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be served.

When: Monday, October 24, 2016 10 AM - 1 PM
Where: Home of Letty Diswood, 2704 Landon drive, Wilmington, DE 19810
Call: 302-571-8948 or email letty.diswood@verizon.net for a head count.
Light lunch will be served.

Highlights of Hot Topic: Human Trafficking (Exploitation).

Thank you to Fay Whittle, LWVNCC Justice Chair
and CEO of Prison Ministries of Delaware, Inc., who
arranged the event. The forum was held at the MOT
Senior Center, Middletown on Thursday, September
22. Yolanda Schlabach, ZOE Ministries, (pictured at
Left) presented a powerful film and power point
presentation with her talk and Valerie Marek from
SOAR spoke about her work and clients experiences,
as well as the healing process. Each attendee received
a folder of useful information.

Printed on pages 2-4 are fact sheets that list commonMyths and Misconceptions and a Human Trafficking Cheat Sheet
that will help your understanding of the issues involved in Human Trafficking. Expected panelists Commissioner
McDonough from the Human Trafficking Court in the Court of Common Pleas, Commissioner Loretta Young from
Family Court and, Deputy Attorney General Periann Doko, Child Predator Task Force from the Attorney General's office
were unable to attend due to court issues.
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Common Myths and Misconceptions | Polaris Project
COMMONMYTHS AND MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN THE U.S

The following document summarizes some of the commonly-held myths and misconceptions regarding the definition of
human trafficking and the types of human trafficking operations that exist in the United States. The goal of the
document is to address these misconceptions and help shape a more accurate “lens” for identifying and understanding
trafficking. A “Top 10” List is provided below.

Myth 1: Under the Federal definition, trafficked persons can only be foreign nationals or are only immigrants from other
countries.

Reality: The Federal definition of human trafficking includes both US citizens and foreign nationals - both
are equally protected under the Federal trafficking statutes and have been since the TVPA of 2000. Human
trafficking encompasses both transnational trafficking that crosses borders and domestic or internal trafficking that
occurs within a country. Statistics on the scope of trafficking in the US are only accurate if they include both
transnational and internal trafficking of US citizens as well as foreign nationals.

Myth 2: Trafficking is essentially a crime that must involve some form of travel, transportation, or movement across
state or national borders.

Reality: The legal definition of trafficking, as defined under the Federal trafficking statutes, does not require
transportation, although transportation may be involved in the crime, and although the word connotes movement.
Human trafficking is not synonymous with forced migration or smuggling. Instead, human trafficking is more
accurately characterized as “compelled service” where an individual’s will is overborne through force, fraud, or
coercion.

Myth 3: Human trafficking is another word for human smuggling.
Reality: There are many fundamental differences between the crimes of human trafficking and human smuggling.
Both are entirely separate Federal crimes in the United States. Most notably, smuggling is a crime against a
country’s borders, whereas human trafficking is a crime against a person. Also, while smuggling requires
illegal border crossing, human trafficking involves commercial sex acts or labor or services that are induced
through force, fraud, or coercion regardless of whether or not transportation occurs.

Myth 4: There must be elements of physical restraint, physical force, or physical bondage when identifying a trafficking
situation.

Reality: The legal definition of trafficking does not require physical restraint, bodily harm, or physical force.
Psychological means of control, such as threats, or abuse of the legal process, are sufficient elements of the crime.
Unlike the previous Federal involuntary servitude statutes (U.S.C. 1584), the new Federal crimes created by the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 were intended to address “subtler” forms of coercion and to
broaden previous standards that only considered bodily harm.

Myth 5: Victims of trafficking will immediately ask for help or assistance and will self-identify as a victim of a crime.
Reality: Victims of trafficking often do not immediately seek help or self-identify as victims of a crime due
to lack of trust, self-blame, or training by the traffickers. It is important to avoid making a snap judgment based on
the first interviews and to understand that trust will take time to develop. Continued trust-building and patient
interviewing is often required to get to the whole story.

Myth 6: Trafficking victims always come from situations of poverty or from small rural villages. Reality: Although poverty
is highly correlated with human trafficking because it is often an indicator of vulnerability, poverty alone is not
a single causal factor or universal indicator of a human trafficking victim. Trafficking victims can come
from a range of income levels and many may come from families with higher socioeconomic status.

(Continued on page 3 Common Myths and Misconceptions)
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(Continued from page 2 Common Myths and Misconceptions)
Myth 7: Sex trafficking is the only form of human trafficking.

Reality: Elements of human trafficking can occur in the commercial sex industry as well as in situations of
forced labor or services. Human trafficking encompasses both “sex trafficking” and “labor trafficking,”
and can affect men and women, children and adults.

Myth 8: Human trafficking only occurs in illegal underground industries.
Reality: Elements of human trafficking can be identified whenever the means of force, fraud, or coercion induce a
person to perform commercial sex acts, or labor or services. Trafficking can occur in legal and legitimate
business settings as well as underground markets.

Myth 9: If the trafficked person consented to be in their initial situation or was informed about what type of labor they
would be doing or that commercial sex would be involved, then it cannot be trafficking or against their will because they
“knew better.”

Reality: A victim cannot consent to be in a situation of human trafficking. Initial consent to commercial sex
or a labor setting prior to acts of force, fraud, or coercion (or if the victim is a minor in a sex trafficking
situation) is not relevant to the crime, nor is payment.

Myth 10: Foreign national trafficking victims are always undocumented immigrants or here in this country illegally.
Reality: Foreign national trafficked persons can be in the United States through either legal or illegal means.
Although some foreign national victims are undocumented, a significant percentage may have legitimate visas
for various purposes. Not all foreign national victims are undocumented.

Polaris Project works to empower and mobilize people from diverse backgrounds and of all ages to take meaningful
action against human trafficking. Register with www.polarisproject.org/signup to receive regular updates on human
trafficking in the United States. Polaris Project | National Human Trafficking Resource Center | 1-888-3737-888 |
HTRC@PolarisProject.org www.PolarisProject.org © Copyright Polaris Project, 2010. All Rights Reserved.

Human Trafficking Cheat Sheet | Polaris Project
HUMAN TRAFFICKING CHEAT SHEET

Overview
Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery.
Human trafficking is prevalent in many countries around the world. Different countries may be primarily sites of
origin, transit, destination, and/or internal trafficking.
Cases of human trafficking have been reported in all fifty states of the United States (Free the Slaves).
Human trafficking is a market-based economy that exists on principles of supply and demand. It thrives due to
conditions which allow for high profits to be generated at low risk.

What is Human Trafficking?
As defined in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, the legal definition of “severe forms of
trafficking in persons” is:

a) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which
the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age; or

b) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or
services, through the use of force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary
servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

Under the legal definition, trafficking victims in the US can be divided into three populations:
o Minors (under age 18) involved in commercial sex;
o Adults age 18 or over involved in commercial sex via force, fraud, or coercion;

(Continued on page 4 Human Trafficking Cheat Sheet)
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(Continued from page 3 Human Trafficking Cheat Sheet)
o Children and adults forced to perform labor and/or services in conditions of involuntary

servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery, via force, fraud, or coercion.
Victims are trafficked for a wide variety of purposes, such as commercial sex, agricultural work, or
housekeeping, yet they all share the loss of one of our world’s most cherished rights—freedom.
There is no one consistent face of a trafficking victim. Trafficked persons can be rich or poor, men or women,
adults or children, and foreign nationals or US citizens.
There is no one consistent face of a trafficker. Traffickers include a wide range of criminal operators, including
individual pimps, small families or businesses, loose-knit decentralized criminal networks, and international
organized criminal syndicates.

The Law
Human Trafficking is a crime under US and international law, as well as under many state laws.
The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 is the main US law on trafficking. It has been
reauthorized in 2003, 2005 and 2008.
The “Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children” is the
main international law on the subject.

Statistics
The number of trafficking victims in the US is largely unknown. However, hundreds of thousands of
US citizen minors are estimated to be at risk of commercial sexual exploitation, and the US State
Department estimates that 14,500-17,500 foreign nationals are trafficked into the country each year.

Myths and Misconceptions
It is important to dispel certain myths about trafficking.

o Trafficking is not smuggling or forced movement.
o Trafficking does not require transportation or border crossing, and does not only happen to

immigrants or foreign nationals.
o Trafficking does not require physical force, physical abuse, or physical restraint.
o The consent of the victim is considered irrelevant, as is payment.

Polaris Project | P.O. Box 53315, Washington, DC 20009 | Tel: 202.745.1001 | www.PolarisProject.org |
Info@PolarisProject.org

© Copyright Polaris Project, 2009. All Rights Reserved.

Constitution Day Highlights

The League held its annual Constitution Day event on September 17 at the Dover Public Library, with approximately 20
people in attendance. The meeting began with presentations by Ellen Wasfi and Beverly Jackson [pictured at left] LWV
members from the Dover League, summarizing the LWVUS positions on amending the federal Constitution and dealing
with the issue of money in politics. These positions stemmed from Consensus events held in the local leagues here in

Delaware (and around the country) this past Fall.
The second part of the program consisted of a presentation by Dean Rod
Smolla, Professor and Dean of the Delaware Law School (pictured at
right). He provided an historical overview of decisions by the U.S.
Supreme Court that affected the rights of woman, revealing how
constitutionally-granted protections for women have waxed and waned
over time. Current decisions by the Court suggest that the protections
offered by an Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution are already
being granted, because of improvements in the status of women in society.
Nonetheless, such an amendment would make clear that these protections

must continue to be provided, no matter what the composition of the Supreme Court is.
As a way to make the program more widely available, it was live streamed on YouTube and had over 200 viewers.

Linda Barnett, LWVDE Advocacy Corps
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Delaware Center for Justice, Inc. Presents: VISIONS OF JUSTICE 2016
Addressing the Pain of Imprisonment in the 21st Century.

Join the Delaware Center for our annual conference—this year addressing the pains of imprisonment in the 21st century.
What does a justice system that does no physical or emotional harm to its participants look like, and how do we get there?

$10; event registration includes breakfast and lunch.
WHEN: Friday, October 28, 2016 from 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
WHERE: Hilton - Wilmington/Christiana, 100 Continental Drive, Newark, Delaware.
To Register: www.dcjustice.org. or call 302-658-7174 or email at center@dcjustice.org

Dr. Angela Browne - Dr. Browne is a specialist in policy research, use of incarceration, and strategic consulting and
technical assistance. She is known for her collaboration skills and expertise on violence perpetration, lethal violence, long-
term effects of trauma, use of segregation/restrictive housing in U.S. prisons, and positive and effective alternatives to
segregation. She has worked with solitary confinement, protective custody, self-harm, and acute incidents in confinement
settings since 1989, and has consulted to maximum-security prisons, juvenile justice agencies, and city, state, and regional
entities in the U.S., Russia, and Greece. Angela founded the Vera Institute’s ‘Segregation Reduction Project’ in January
2010 and has led comprehensive segregation assessments of the use of segregation/restrictive housing in 37 state prison
facilities across six U.S. states Departments of Corrections. Recommendations were provided for reducing the use of
segregation and enhancing responses to vulnerable and challenging populations –– including mentally ill and other
vulnerable prisoners, frequent violators, and gang members –– and agencies were assisted as they implemented change.

Evie Litwok - When Evie Litwok was 60 years old, she was convicted of tax evasion and sent to a Federal women’s
prison. Being an "out" lesbian in the early 1990s made her experience of incarceration particularly complicated - and
difficult. A consultant, writer, speaker, and social activist, Litwok began collecting the stories of others while in prison, a
process she has continued through her Witness to Mass Incarceration project (http://witnesstomassincarceration.org/). She
serves on the Criminal Justice LGBT Working Group and is an active member of NYC Jail Action Committee, dedicated
to eliminating solitary confinement in New York City jails.

VOTER OUTREACH

CCAANNDDIIDDAATTEE DDEEBBAATTEESS -- The League of Women Voters of New Castle County and the Triangle Neighborhood

Association sponsored a Wilmington Mayoral Pre-primary Debate, Thursday, September 8, 6:30 pm, at Salesianum High

School. Approximately 200 people attended.

Thank you to Carole Wash, LWVNCC moderator and Judy Taggart, LWVNCC Candidate Forum Co-chairs; Loren Grober,

Triangle Neighborhood Association; timekeeper Bill Walsh; Letty Diswood, programs, PR; Ric Edevane, video
recording; and LWV, TNA and Salesianum Volunteers.

The video is posted on our website lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org and U-tube.
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CCAANNDDIIDDAATTEE DDEEBBAATTEESS -- The League of Women Voters of Delaware will cosponsor a Candidates Night for

statewide and federal offices on Wednesday, October 26, 2016, at 7:00 P.M. in the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center,

Parlor C, at Delaware State University. This event is being hosted by the League of Women Voters of Kent County, the

American Association of University Women (AAUW), Dover Chapter, and Delaware State University. The list of invited

candidates includes those running for U.S. Representative, Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Insurance Commissioner.

During both events, members of the audience will be given index cards at the entry door and throughout the program

on which to pose questions directly to the candidates. The League of Women Voters will moderate the debate.

Ellen O. Wasfi, Candidates Night Chair. LWVKC/LWVDE

VVOOTTEERR RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN RREEPPOORRTT

Pictured are our faithful and generous volunteers at various venues throughout New Castle County providing information
to the public and registering voters. A huge thank you! October 15 is the deadline to register. Our heartfelt thanks to
Patti Christopher, Voter Registration Coordinator, who lost her firefighter nephew Christopher Leach and is praying for
her firefighter cousin Brad Speakman, who is in Crozier hospital with severe burns.

Above: Moonyeen Klopfenstein, Newark Day. League table at Del Tech Stanton Campus Carole Walsh at James Grove High School.

Above: Stopping by League booth at Dawn institute. Above: Emily White at League table at the grand opening of the African-American heritage
center in the newly renovated Delaware History Museum in Wilmington.

TO OUR VOLUNTEERS who did the following work during September: Linda
Barnett, Carla Bloss, Norma Freire, Bea Webb, Naomi Wright, Moonyeen Klopfenstein,
Judy & Bob Taggart, Alice Davis, Letty Diswood, Marj Johnson, Pat Todd, and Emily
White. To Bob Hasse who collated welcome packets for new citizens for the naturalization
ceremonies for September and for prospective member packets. Thanks to Bea Webb for
helping at the new citizen ceremony, September and October. Thanks also to Connie

Georgov who coordinates the new citizen ceremonies. To Vicky Kleinman for organizing the Great Decisions group that
meets at the Newark Library nearly every month. Thank you to Fay Whittle and her team that planned the Human
Trafficking program for the Hot Topic event in September held at Middletown.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Delaware Historic Museum and African-American Heritage Wing had a Grand Opening on Saturday,
October 1, 2016. The event drew a large number of people; Wilmington, Delaware was indeed alive!
Inside the Museum was a Voter Machine, for young people to investigate, as they anticipate the day
when they can cast a vote. The League of Women Voters and Urban Volunteers were present to register
voters. There were quite a few notable Wilmington Political faces around and about.

On Market Street, the Grand Opening was supported by a small parade, a Juggler, who also tied
balloons into airy animal figures, supported by an assistant who accomplished fantastic face painting! Four Food Trucks
supplied sustenance; A DJ/Announcer from Radio 93.7 HD3 and 1510, WFAI, Delaware’s Inspirational Radio Station
moved the activities and visitors to various attractions. In addition to the educational and historic value, the event was
family-friendly fun and enjoyed by all who attended

THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

A HUGE thank you to our contributors who made contributions to the LWV of New Castle County
and to the LWV Education Fund (NCC account). We are grateful and appreciate your generosity.
Listed are contributors since the September newsletter.

LWV NCC
Moonyeen Klopfenstein
Mary Ann Champion
Susan Soltys
Connie Beattie
Polly A. Sierer

LWV Education
Fund (New Castle
County account)

Susan Brynteson
Connie Beattie

Mary Ann Champion
Connie Georgov
Moonyeen & Robert
Klophenstein
Janet & Brian Kramer
Mitzi K. Law
Constance s. Malin

Sally Milsbury-Steen
Catherine W.
Wojewodzki

WELCOME NEWMEMBERS

Charlene B. Simmons, 302-504-0490 Welcome back: Marlene Kincaid, 302-222-0881, crsyd5@yahoo.com,

GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP -

Note!!! There will be no meetings in December and January.

What: Great Decisions: Climate Change
When: 3rd Monday, October 17; 1:30 - 3:30 pm
Where: NEWARK Free Library
Who: Meta Little will lead the discussion
What else: Lunch, for those who wish it
When: Before discussion, noon - 1:15 pm
Where: Bamboo House
How: Call Vicky Kleinman, 302-731-4950, to arrange
seating

What: Great Decisions: Cuba and the US
When: 3rd Monday, November 21st; 1:30 - 3:30 pm
Where: Newark Free Library
Who: Pat Brill will lead the discussion
What else: Lunch, for those who wish it
When: Before discussion, noon - 1:15 pm
Where: Bamboo House
How: Call Vicky Kleinman, 302-731-4950, to arrange
seating
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CALENDAR

Wednesday, October 5,
2016, 9:30 am-12:00
pm

Legislative Hall
411 Legislative Avenue
Dover, DE 19901

LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting. LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting.
Contact Committee Chair Sandy Spence for details (302-841-2882).

Monday, October 10,
2016, 6:30-8:30 pm

League office, 2400 W 17th
Street, Room 1, Lower Level,
Wilmington, DE 1980

LWV of NCC Board Meeting. Monthly meeting of the NCC board of
directors.

Saturday, October 15,
2016

Dept. of Elections at all public
libraries to register voters

Voter Registration Deadline

Monday, October 17;
1:30 -3:30 pm

Newark Free Library
750 Library Ave
Newark, DE 19711

Monday Great Decisions Group from 1:30 to 3:30. Topic: Climate
Change. As usual, many of the attendees will meet for lunch at noon
Bamboo House, Newark beforehand. Contact Vicky Kleinman 302-731-
4950 for more details.

Tuesday, October 18,
2016, 3-5 PM

Home of Brenda Toomey, 15
Bent Lane, Newark, DE
19707

HOT TOPIC FOR OCTOBER features a film screening: Making a
Killing: Guns, Greed, and the NRA. Call 302-571-8948 or email to
Brendatoomey@icloud.com for a head count. Coffee, tea and cookies
will be served.

Thursday, October 20,
6-8:30 pm
Note date change

CenDel Building, 101 W.
Loockerman St. & Bradford
St. Dover, DE

LWVDE & Education Fund board meetings.
-- parking lot at end of the block of Bradford

Monday, October 24,
2016 10 AM - 1 pm

Home of Letty Diswood, 2704
Landon drive, Wilmington,
DE 19810

HOT TOPIC FOR OCTOBER features a film screening: Making a
Killing: Guns, Greed, and the NRA. Call 302-571-8948 or email to
letty.diswood@verizon.net for a head count. Light lunch will be served.

Friday, October 28,
2016 from 8:30 AM to
4:00 PM

Hilton-Wilmington/Christiana
100 Continental Drive,
Newark, Delaware.

Delaware Center for Justice, Inc. Presents: VISIONS OF JUSTICE 2016
Addressing the Pain of Imprisonment in the 21st Century
www.dcjustice.org. or call 302-658-7174 or email at
center@dcjustice.org

Monday, November 21,
1:30 -3:30 pm

Newark Free Library
750 Library Ave
Newark, DE 19711

Monday Great Decisions Group from 1:30 to 3:30. Topic: Cuba and
the US. As usual, many of the attendees will meet for lunch at noon
Bamboo House, Newark beforehand. Contact Vicky Kleinman 302-731-
4950 for more details.

Monday, December 5,
2016
5:30-8 pm

Ed Oliver Golf Club
800 N. DuPont Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19807

RECEPTION FOR ELECTED OFFICIALS. This event offers the
public an opportunity to meet new and previously elected public officials.
It is co-sponsored by the Delaware Coalition for Open Government and
many organization and civic associations, as well as the LWVNCC.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W 17th Street
ClashWing, Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806
lwvncc@comcast.net
www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org


