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VOTER 

The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware 
 

May 2017     www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org              Vol. 21, No. 9 
The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities. 

 

You are invited to come to the Annual Meeting of the 
League of Women Voters of New Castle County 

 
We will thank the volunteers who participated in voter registration drives, 
candidate forums, new citizen ceremonies and other election related 
activities.  

 
Celebrate with us!   

          When: Monday, May 22, 2017 
         Where: Kirkwood Library Community Room 

6000 Kirkwood Highway 
Time: 5:30 - 6:15 P.M. Refreshments 

6:15-6:30 P.M. Thanking voter services volunteers 
6:30 - 8:15 P.M. Annual Meeting 

 
There will be delicious finger foods and desserts. We invite you to bring 
your food creations and enjoy! Beverages will be provided. 
 

Please RSVP by Thursday, May 18 to the League Office at 302-571-8948 or 
lwvncc@comcast.net 

 
VOTER REGISTRATION, CANDIDATE FORUMS, 
RIDES TO THE POLLS, NEW CITIZEN FORUMS 

 
Linda Barnett * Carla Bloss * Catriona Binder-Macleod, Lorraine Botticelli * Patti 

Christopher * Alice Davis * Letty Diswood * Barbara Doles * Thea Ellis * Norma Freire * 
Connie Georgov *Bob Hasse * Marj Johnson * Moonyeen Klopfenstein (Kloppy) * Meta Little 
* Cami Seward * Cathy Spence * Judy Taggart * Bob Taggart * Pat Todd * Bill Walsh * 

Carole Walsh * Bea Webb * Emily White *  
(If you don’t see your name and you participated, call 302-478-8224 to add your name – 

we don’t want to leave anyone out!)  
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ANNUAL MEETING * NOMINEES & AGENDA & REPORTS pages 3 - 7 
 

The annual meeting business will include the adoption of PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES, BUDGETS, A 
SLATE OF NOMINEES, AND PROGRAM FOR 2017-19.   
 
NOMINEES FOR 2017 - 2019 
Officers:  
President:  Marjorie (Marj) Johnson   2017-2019 
1st Vice Pres.:  Catriona Binder-Macleod  2017-2019            
2nd Vice Pres:  Patti Christopher   2017-2018 
Secretary:   Carmela Longobardi    2017-2019 
Treasurer:   Katharine Olinchak     2017-2019            
 
Directors: 
Joann Hasse  2017-2019 
Lorraine s. Botticelli  2017-2019 
Barbara Mobarack  2017-2019 
Vacant   2017-2019 
 
Nominating Committee:  2017-18 
Linda Barnett 
Melissa Hopkins 
Cami Seward, Chair  
There will be two additional members appointed from the new board at a later date. 
 
Continuing in office: 
 Moonyeen (Kloppy) Klopfenstein 2016-2018   
 Bea Webb    2016-2018   
 Fay Whittle    2016-2018 
 
Submitted by the Nominating Committee:   
Linda Barnett, Letty Diswood,  Moonyeen Klopfenstein, Peggy Schultz, Bea Webb   
 
PRESIDENT - MARJORIE (MARJ)  JOHNSON 
 
I grew up in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, went to Grinnell College in Grinnell, Iowa and graduate school at the 
University of Pittsburgh.  I worked for 42 years in pediatric physical therapy and truly loved my job.  I retired in 
2006 and have been busy ever since!   I am a long time member of Concord Presbyterian Church, currently on 
Session and teaching adult ed and grades 1-5 rotation classes.  I volunteer with Literacy Delaware teaching 
English as a second language, currently with a woman from Mexico.  I attend classes at Osher Academy of 
Lifelong Learning and play in the band and a flute choir there.   Currently I serve on the Board of the New 
Castle County League of Women Voters and am active in DelNATO (Delaware Neighbors Against the 
Occupation).  I love music, travelling and working in the garden.  I am blessed that my daughter and her family 
live close by and I enjoy seeing my grandsons often—one 16 in 10th grade and one 9 in 3rd grade.    
 
1ST VICE PRESIDENT - CATRIONA BINDER-MACLEOD-  
 
Catriona Binder-Macleod is a native Newarker who returned to Newark with her husband and family after a 10-year 
hiatus.  She worked for 37 years as a pediatric occupational therapist in: Atlanta, Georgia; Richmond, Virginia; and 
Wilmington, DE.   Catriona has always been active in the community and held office as secretary, treasurer and president 
of various Christina School District school PTAs that her children attended and was one of the founders of the Newark   
          (Continued on page 3 Nominees) 
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(Continued from page 2 Nominees) 
Charter School.  She was a long time board member of the Newark Free Library fulfilling roles as vice president, media 
chair, and newsletter editor.  Catriona is currently on the Advisory Board for the Master Player’s Concert Series at the 
University of Delaware.  She has recently retired and looks forward to taking a more active role in the League of Women 
Voters. 
 
2ND VICE PRESIDENT - PATTI CHRISTOPHER -  
 
Patti Christophe My husband (Bill) and I have been married for 44 years and have 2 children ( son and daughter) and 
have 2 grandsons.  Recently I retired from a very rewarding nursing career of 38 years from Christiana Care.  Currently; I 
am volunteering with Christiana in Palliative Care. I continue to teach various classes for Heart Failure patients at 
Christiana Care. 
   
In addition to the above and the LWVNCC, I am on the Board of “Mom’s House” a daycare in Wilmington.  My husband 
and I assist and have cooked for Sojourner, and Sacred Heart Village and House of Joseph.  
 
I have been a member of the LWVNCC approximately 15 years.  Most of this time I have been involved as Voter 
Registration Coordinator.    
 
SECRETARY- CARMELA LONGOBARDI 
 
Carmela Longobardi is a native Delawarean.  She is devoted to her family, community and her profession.    
  
She graduated from St. Mark’s High School, later attended Brandywine College where she studied accounting.   Always 
believing she was a social worker at heart, she later obtained a BS in Behavior Science from Wilmington University and a 
Masters of Social Work from Widener University.  She has worked for Christiana Care for 37 years where she is currently 
a senior social worker at the Christiana Hospital and St. Patrick’s Center in Wilmington, DE.    
  
In the community she is currently Chair of the Delaware Grief Awareness Consortium and is the Executive Director of the 
Greenhill Pharmacy Foundation.         
  
TREASURER - KATHARINE OLINCHAK   
  
Katharine Olinchak has been the LWVDE treasurerfor the last two years.  She was born in Philadelphia Pa and raised in 
New Jersey.   She has a bachelor’s of science degree in mathematics from Muhlenberg College Allentown, PA.  She spent 
37 years in various positions  in computer science and project management for electric utilities.    After retiring, she went 
back to school and earned a Masters  of Education from Wilmington University then taught math at Delaware Community 
Technical College. She likes getting to know  others within the League of Women Voters and serving as the treasurer of 
the state board.  She enjoys encouraging  young women to reach for educational opportunities especially  in the sciences. 
She also spends time involved with church activities, genealogy, and gardening. 
 
LORRAINE S. BOTTICELLI  - DIRECTOR 
 
Lorraine graduated from Anna Marie College in Worcester, MA where she began a ten-year career as a registered Medical 
Technologist in Connecticut and Massachusetts hospital laboratories. She was recruited by DuPont Medical Products 
where she spent 33 years in the industry through two acquisitions where she completed her career as Director of Global 
Product Support.  Her key accomplishments include being awarded the Leadership in Customer Excellence Award.   
Lorraine was the founding chair for an employee resource group entitled Women’s Information Network.  During her 
tenure, she developed their focus on mentoring/coaching and concentrating on community support activities. After 
retirement from Siemens Healthcare, Glasgow, De. in 2012, she is now serving as a quality and regulatory consultant.  As 
a volunteer for the American Cancer Society for 20 years, she was awarded the Dr. Stephen Edell Award and the 
Pacesetter Fundraiser Award. Recently she was named a member of the American Cancer Society Leadership Council.  
Lorraine also volunteers her time with Planned Parenthood of Delaware.   
          (Continued on page 4 Nominees) 
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(Continued from page 3 Nominees) 
She joined the LWV in December 2016 and is currently a member of New Citizen Welcoming committee. Lorraine has a 
daughter, who lives in Miami, Florida.  She is an avid reader, enjoys gardening, spending time with her two rescued cats, 
Bella and Stella and summers at her Jersey Shore home.  
 
JOANN HASSE - DIRECTOR 
 
Joann Hasse joined the League in West Virginia in 1961 and, in addition to her four times as a member in DE, has been a 
member (and board member) of Leagues in Texas (twice), Maryland and Massachusetts. She served as LWVDE Action 
chair ’82-’86 and as state president 5/86-1/87 and ‘88-’93.  She has served as LWVDE chair for health care policy since 
1993 (she’s a long retired RN), served on the LWVDE board ’93-‘13 and is one of the League’s volunteer lobbyists.  She 
was a member of the LWVUS nominating committee ‘90-’92. She has been on the LWVNCC Board since ’13, serving as 
secretary for the past two years. She represents the LWVDE on the Patient and Consumer Advisory Committee of the 
newly created Delaware Center for Health Innovation and has served on several other State healthcare related committees 
over the years.  
 
BARBARA J. MOBARACK - DIRECTOR 
 
Mobarak currently resides in Newark, Delaware following over 40 years’ residency in Maryland where she lived after 
leaving her home town of Buffalo, New York. She has an extensive background in advocacy planning, community 
preservation, and as an architectural educator. She has been a consultant in strategic planning, urban planning and 
community preservation to a variety of public and private organizations. In these roles, she has developed and 
implemented community design charrettes for community master plans, conducted feasibility studies for multi-family 
housing, condominiums and small commercial renovations. She has also advocated for historical preservation and 
sustainable community development. She is the founder of three entities: the Preservation Research Institute, the Planning 
& Design Research Group and Island Textiles, LLC 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 
LINDA BARNETT 
 
Linda joined the LWVNCC in the summer of 2015.  She has become an active member of the Advocacy Corps, focusing 
primarily on legislative proposals dealing with education and health care.  Linda is also active in the American 
Association of University Women at the state level, serving as co-chair for Public Policy, and becomes President of the 
AAUW Wilmington Branch in July.  Linda has lived in Delaware since 1978, working for the Delaware Department of 
Health and Social Services as a planner for over 35 years.  She and her husband made a variety of locales home prior to 
settling in Delaware – including Gainesville, Florida; Los Angeles; Flagstaff, Arizona; and Omaha, Nebraska (moves 
prompted by her husband’s career as a Sociologist and then Professor of Law.) 
 
MELISSA HOPKINS 
 
Bio will be in next newsletter 
 
CAMI SEWARD, CHAIR  
 
Bio will be in next newsletter 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
Kimara Smith, 518-860-9977cell,  kimaras39@gmail.com 
Amystique  Church,  302-393-6240, amystiqueyhchurch@gmail.com (transfer from LWVKC) 
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League of Women Voters of New Castle County 
ANNUAL MEETING, 
Monday, May 22, 2017 
Kirkwood Public Library 

 
5:30 – 6:15 P.M. REFRESHMENTS & SOCIAL  

 
6:15 – 6:30 P.M. THANK YOU TO OUR VOTER SERVICES VOLUNTEERS 
 

AGENDA 
 

6:30 CALL TO ORDER   (Emily White, President) 
 

z Acceptance of the Minutes of 2016 Annual Meeting  (copy available) 
z Appointment of Parliamentarian  
z Appointment of two people to approve the 2017 minutes 
z Year-end Treasurer’s Report Letty Diswood (copies available) 
   

6:45 NEW BUSINESS (for action by the members) 
 

z Presentation and adoption of proposed Bylaws Amendment 
 
z Presentation and adoption of proposed per-member-payment for FY 2017-18: $51.00; additional 

household member: $25.50; Student membership: $15. (scholarships available) 
 

z  Presentation and adoption of proposed per-member-payment for FY 2018-19: $51.00; additional 
household member: $25.50; Student membership $15.  (Scholarships available)  (Finance  
 
Committee:  Joyce Johnson, chair, Pat Todd, Letty Diswood) 

 
z Presentation and adoption of Proposed Budgets 2017-18 and  2018-2019 

 
x Presentation and adoption of the Proposed Education Fund Budgets 2017-18 and 2018-2019   

 
z Presentation and adoption of Proposed Program 2017-2019  
 
x Presentation of slate of proposed Nominees 

(Nominating Committee: Linda Barnett, Letty Diswood, Moonyeen, Klopfenstein, Peggy 
Schultz, Bea Webby) 

  
z Nominations from the Floor 

 
z  Election of Officers and Directors 2017-2018 

 
z President’s Address:  Marj Johnson 
 Recognition of board members 
 
x Directions to the New Board  
 
x Announcements 
 

8:00 pm  Adjourn Annual Meeting business 
 
CLEAN UP/RESTORE CONFERENCE ROOM CONFIGURATION.  Room must be vacated by 8:45. 
 
 
Contact for LWVNCC 302-571-8948; lwvncc@comcast.net, www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE LWVNCC BYLAWS 

Article III,  

MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1.  Eligibility.  Any person who subscribes to the purpose and policy of the League shall be eligible for membership. 
 
Section 2. Types of Membership. 
 

a) Voting Members. Persons at least 16 years of age who join the League shall be voting members of local 
Leagues, state Leagues, and of the LWVUS; (1) those who live within an area of a local League may join 
that League or any other local League; (2) those who reside outside the area of any local League may join a 
local League or shall be state members-at-large; (3) those who have been members of the League for 50 
years or more shall be life members excused from the payment of dues. 

 
Strike: a) Voting Members.  Citizens at least eighteen years of age who join the LWVNCC shall be voting members of the 
local and state Leagues of their place of joining and of the LWVUS.  Those who make a lump-sum life membership payment 
to the LWVUS shall be paid life members.  Those who have been members of the League for fifty (50) years or more shall be 
honorary life members excused from the payment of dues. 
 
         
The Proposed Budgets for 2017-18 & 2018-19 will be sent in a separate file for email recipients. There is no 
increase in the per-member-payment. 
 

PRESIDENT'S MESSSAGE 
 

 
It has been my honor to serve on the Board of the LWVNCC for the past 4 ½ years. I began 
my service as a Board member midway through 2012-2013, moving to the office of Board 
Secretary for 2013-2014. For the years 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017, I have served as 
President.. My League membership has opened my eyes to all the legislation that supports 
the rights of the Citizens of Delaware. Learning about the energy required to address 
important reform in statutes has been an education, as well. I worked with the LWVDE 
Advocacy Corps for a couple of years, where I readily realized the dedication of this area of 
the League organization. 
 

It was a tremendous benefit to attend and assist at the Citizenship Ceremonies during a time I was coaching an immigrant 
in her preparation for her Citizenship Exam, that lead to that very Ceremony. Voter registration was such an interesting 
process for Voter Services. My participation in the non-partisan, democratic Candidate Forums was very enlightening.  
Workshops, seminars, weekend retreats and League Day in Dover were just a few of the opportunities for personal growth 
and networking. The League, along with the AAUW, sponsored Legal events at Widener University. My very favorite 
activity, I must admit, was Hot Topic Lunches (and the occasional evening Hot Topic!) 
 
There is such a myriad of values in membership in the League of Women Voters. As I have completed my service on the 
NCC Board, I have more time to devote to my passions, Immigration/refugee issues and Social Justice. As I leave my 
position as  President of LWVNCC, I will begin teaching English to an immigrant from Morocco, who at 50+ years old, 
has never learned to read or write-ANY language. As a Christian refugee family, newly located from Pakistan, settles into 
Newark, I will act as part of a team, helping them adjust to their new lives in the United States. 
 
So long, but not goodbye! See you at the next Hot Topic Lunch at Michael’s Restaurant and the Annual Meeting in May.  
 
         Emily M. White, LWVNCC President 
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VOTER SERVICE HIGHLIGHT - Patti Christopher, Voter Registration Coordinator 

 
This month the League held its annual voter registration drive at Padua 
Academy. Pictured L-R:  Catriona Binder Macleod, Patti Christopher,  
Barbara Markham, teacher at Padua, and Judy Taggart. 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION ROUNDUP FOR 2016 
 
The League started 2016 hosting registration review for our volunteers.  
The committee had approximately 30 volunteers to pull from for the 
various requests. 
 
Due to time restraints, commitments and various issues, we had a good 
10-12 loyal participants that were always available. 

Requests started coming into the office as early as January with continuation through October. Below are the varied 
requests: 

- The Waller School at William Penn 
- James H Grove Adult School 
- Career Fair at William Penn 
- Forward Manor 
- Wilmington Wellness Fair 
- Padua Academy 
- Bear Library (hosted every other Saturday from June through October) 
- Wilmington Housing Authority at various sites 
- Westside Health Clinic in Bear and Newark.  Done at each site every two weeks from May through October 
- PDM ministry block Party 
- People’s Festival Block Party 
- Elsmere Garden Days 
- Delaware Community College at both Wilmington and Stanton Campus 
- Newark Community Days 
- Shipley Manor 
- Newark Senior Center 
- Christiana Care at both Wilmington and Newark Campus 
- Dawn Institute 

When requested, the League spoke at various venues about the “Importance of Voting”.  Instructions were always 
available how to register on line. 
 
Already in 2017 – we have been at Padua Academy to register young women, preparing for their High School Graduation.  
We are asked yearly and it is always a rewarding day.  More people are registering on line but it is still imperative that we, 
as the League are trained and available when we are called.   
 

HOT TOPIC - APRIL -  HEALTH INNOVATIONS INITIATIVE 
 
 
Julane Miller-Armbrister, Executive Director of the Delaware Center for Health Innovation  
(DCHI)  gave an informative talk explaining how DCHI  is seeking to transform Delaware’s 
health care “system” so that it may better address patient and provider  needs and improve 
population health while achieving greater value by reducing per capita costs of healthcare. A 
key facet of this transformational work is an increasing emphasis on person-centered care, 
which involves engaging consumers in defining goals for their health and healthcare so that 
they may access care accordingly. 
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HOT TOPIC LUNCHES AND SPECIAL PROGRAMS ROUNDUP 
 
Fun Lunches are now called Hot Topic Lunches and generally take place at Michael’s Restaurant 
1000 Churchman's Rd, Newark, DE 19713, (302) 368-4230 at 11:30 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. 
 
June 2016 "Human Trafficking (Exploitation) Forum" with panelists and speakers held at First Presbyterian Church 
Education Building Newark. 
 
September 2016  LWVNCC and the Triangle Neighborhood Association sponsored Wilmington Mayoral Debate. 
 
September 2016  "Human Trafficking (Exploitation) Forum" with panelists and speakers held at MOT Senior Center, 
Middletown. 
 
October 2016 film screening - "Making a Killing: Guns, Greed, and the NRA" at two locations in member's homes. 
 
November 2016 "My Baby Was NOT Born Addicted”: Opiate Use in Pregnancy "- Speaker: Wendy M. Felts APRN, 
MSN, NNP-BC.  Felts is the Nurse Manager of the Pediatric Unit at Christiana Hospital.  
 
January 2017 "Aging Out: From the Nest to the Sky" - Speaker: Nicole E. Magnusson, Office of the Attorney General. 
 
February 2017 the League of Women Voters of Delaware's Price on Carbon Study 2015-16 consensus meeting at 
Immanuel Church Highlands, Wilmington. 
 
February 2017 " Delaware, 1777: Two Great Armies and A Battle" - Speaker:  W3R's Bill Conley. 
 
March 2017 - "Colored Conventions" - Speaker:  Denise Burger, PhD candidate at UD. 
 
April 2017 "Health Innovations Initiative" - Speaker: Julane Miller-Armbrister, Executive Director of the Delaware 
Center for Health Innovation.  
 
May 10, 2017 "Human Trafficking (Exploitation) Forum" with panelists and speakers to be held at Masci Hall (St. 
Helena’s RC Church),  corner of Philadelphia Pike and Bellefonte Ave., Wilmington, DE 19809 
 
May 22,2017  LWVNCC Annual Meeting to be held at the Kirkwood Library. 
 
June 26, 2017 Hot Topic Lunch focuses on LWV advocacy agenda this legislative session. 
 

GREAT DECISIONS  DISCUSSION GROUP 
 
What: Great Decisions:  Saudi Arabia in Transition 

When: Monday, May 15th; 1:30 - 3:30 pm 

Where: Newark Free Library 

Who: Louise Little will lead the discussion 

What else: Lunch, for those who wish it 

When: 11:45 am, before the discussion 

Where: Skipjack, The Shoppes at Louviers, 401 Louviers Dr, off Paper Mill Road 

How: Contact Louise, who is also organizing this meeting, at:  little@udel.edu> or 610-467-0029 

Note the change in restaurant 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING (EXPLOITATION) FORUM 
 
Human trafficking, as defined by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, can be “the recruitment, 
transportation, or harboring of people by means of force, deception, or coercion. Victims, often mentally 
and physically abused, can be forced into prostitution, unfair working conditions, or other exploitative 
situations.” 
 
League of Women Voters presents 
 
Wednesday, May 10 
    At 6:30 p.m. 
A HOT TOPIC Event 
 
Human Trafficking (Exploitation) 
 
Masci Hall, 210 Bellefonte Avenue 
(St. Helena Parish Hall—corner of 
Philadelphia Pike and Bellefonte Ave.) 
Wilmington, DE 19809 
 
FEATURING: A/V presentation by Yolanda Schlabach, 
founder and Executive Director of Zoë Ministries  
 
 
PANEL: 

x Commissioner Mary McDonough, Delaware Court of Common Pleas, Human Trafficking Court  
x Commissioner Loretta Young, Delaware Family Court 
x Nancy McGee, Coordinator, Sexual Assault Network of Delaware, ContactLifeline, Inc. 
x Johanna Bishop, Director, Behavioral Sciences Program, Wilmington University  

 
This event is free and open to the public; however, pre-registration is requested. 
Email lwvncc@comcast.net by May 5, using the subject line “Attending May 10 Event” and providing your name. 
 
Partners/Sponsors supporting this event: 
 
AAUW, Zoë Ministries, Prison Ministries of Delaware, Inc., St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, St. 
Mary Magdalene RC Church, Newark Friends Meeting, Pacem in Terris, St. Helena Parish 
Social Ministries 
 
League of Women Voters New Castle County • 2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing, Rm. 1, Lower Level • Wilmington, DE 
19806 
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League of Women Voters of Delaware invites all members to its biennial  
CONVENTION, SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017  

Dover Downs Hotel, the Delaware Room, 1131 N. DuPont Highway  
Dover, DE 19901 

 
No experience required to become a delegate! Join us for an informative and productive day. 

 
Convention and Registration at 8:30 – 9 am with Continental Breakfast Bar 

 
Business meeting 9:00 am • speakers 11:00 – 12:15 pm • Luncheon at 12:30 pm with Speaker 

• Business meeting 2:00 pm • Adjourn 3 pm 
 

THEME: Come together to make a difference: Be part of the solution"  
 
At our LWVDE conventions every two years, we come together to take care of the business of the League. We elect state 
board members and officers, pass a budget, adopt policy positions, and amend bylaws. It's also a time to reflect on how we 
can become better citizens . . . how we can engage in the process of government. So join us on June 10th to take care of 
business, to listen to our presenters and our keynote speaker, and to bring meaning to our theme: “Come together to make 
a difference: Be part of the solution. 
 

Presenters and Keynote Speakers 
 

Keynote speaker at lunch: US Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester 
Lisa began her professional career as a problem-solver and an advocate. A caseworker for then-
Congressman Tom Carper, Lisa helped people during challenging times with their Social Security benefits, 
disability insurance claims, IRS disputes and housing needs. She served in the cabinets of two Delaware 
governors as the first female African-American Secretary of Labor and the first African-American Deputy 
Secretary of Health and Social Services and State Personnel Director. 
 
She also served as the CEO of the Metropolitan Wilmington Urban League – an action-oriented, public 
policy research think-tank focused on the inclusion of people of color. 
 
Lisa grew up in Wilmington, graduated from Padua Academy, and worked her first job at the McDonald’s 

on Market Street. She majored in International Relations as an undergraduate at Fairleigh Dickinson University and later earned a 
Master’s in Urban Affairs and Public Policy from the University of Delaware. Lisa once again made history in 2016 when she was 
elected to Congress. She was the first woman and the first person of color to represent The First State in such a role. She serves on the 
House Committee on Education and Workforce as well as the House Committee on Agriculture.  
 
 Amy Hjerstedt, LWVUS Board Director, and liaison to the LWV of Delaware 

Amy will speak about engaging the public and league members by using the new action kits on Money in 
Politics and Redistricting.  She will update us on LWVUS activities as time allows.  The League is deeply 
committed to reforming our nation's campaign finance system to ensure the public's right to know, combat 
corruption and undue influence, enable candidates to compete more equitably for public office and allow 
maximum citizen participation in the political process. Reform the redistricting process and voter protection is 
high on its priorities.  
 
Amy activities include LWVUS Shur Fellow (2014-2016), diversity advisor (2015-2016), Young People's 
Task Force co-chair (2012-2014); LWV Arlington, VA: Board member, Social Media administrator (2015-
2016); LWV Eastern Upper Peninsula (MI state unit): founder, president (2013-2015); LWV San Diego: co-
chair Voter Service (2009-2012); LWV California Initiative Study Committee (2010-2012); LWV Portland, 
OR: Board member (2007-2009); U.S. Coast Guard veteran. 

 Personal Statement: "am truly honored to be a member of the LWV, as I am continually humbled by the commitment, enthusiasm 
and pride of our volunteers. As a LWVUS Board member, I will strive every day to promote the LWV as an all-inclusive organization 
that helps its members grows professionally and personally as we serve a cause greater than ourselves: democracy." 
          (Continued on page 11 Convention 2017) 
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(Continued from page 10 Convention 2017) 
Eugene Young, Delaware Center for Justice Advocacy Director 

Eugene is the Delaware Center for Justice (DJC) Advocacy Director. He coordinates the agency's Stand Up for 
what's Right and Just (SURJ) at DCJ policy programming and legislative advocacy.  He is the founder of 
Network Delaware. Network Delaware's mission is to leverages citizen-led community empowerment, 
research analysis, and leadership development to enact lasting socioeconomic change. It kicked off in January 
2017. The organization was born from the mayoral campaign of Eugene Young, who narrowly lost the 2016  
Democratic primary.  
 
Prior to joining DCJ, Young served as Project Specialist & Aide to Senator Cory Booker, and has also served 
as a Legislative Aide in the Delaware House of Representatives. Eugene has extensive experience working on 
state and federal policy, and is also the Co-Founder of Delaware Elite, a nonprofit that focused on youth 

leadership development in Wilmington. Young received his bachelor’s degree from University of Maryland Baltimore County, and 
also holds a Masters of Public Administration from Wilmington University, and a Certificate in Nonprofit Management from the 
University of Delaware.  
 

The Business of Convention 2017 includes: 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS; ADOPTION OF:  PROGRAM 2017-2019, BYLAWS CHANGE, BUDGETS for 
2017-18 AND 2018-19  
 

Registration Information - RSVP by May 30, 2017 
 
Registration: $40.00. Send your check to LWVDE 2400 W 17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 
19806 or go to lwvdelware.org and scroll down to LWV Delaware donation button to make payment. 
 
Call or email your local League president (listed below) and let her know that you will be a delegate or visitor. Send your 
name, contact information and the League you are representing to the office lwvde@comcast.net or call the office at 302- 571-
8948.   
 
 If you are a nominee not currently serving on a board, you are encouraged to represent your local League as a delegate. 
Visitors are welcome and pay $40. 
 
Note:  If you are a current state board member and also serve on a local League board, please register as a state board delegate. 
This will enable the local Leagues to send a local League delegate in your place. 
 
LWVNCC – Emily White – mcculloughem5@aol.com 
LWVKC – Phyllis Edamatsu – pyedamatsu@earthlink.net 
LWVSC – Jane Lord - jtlord@1@yahoo.com 
State Board – Jill Fuchs - jill.fuchs@comcast.net  
You can also leave a message at 302-571-8948, the LWV Office.  
 
A Deli Luncheon Buffet will be served. 
 
Name(s)___________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________Tel._________________________  
 
 
Email:_______________________________________________________________ $40.00 (each person)__________ 
 
 
         Total:______________________________ 
Send your check to LWVDE 2400 W 17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 19806 or go to 
lwvdelaware.org and scroll down to LWV Delaware donation button to make payment.   
302-571-8948 lwvde@comcast.net 
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A HUGE THANK YOU 
 
There have been at least 9 NEW CITIZEN CEREMONIES THIS YEAR at which our volunteers hand out welcome 
folders to the new citizens.  Thank you to all volunteers who make this possible under the leadership of  Connie Georgov, 
coordinator and assistant Lorraine Bottichelli.  These 800 + folders are collated thanks to Bob Hasse. In June 2017 the 
ceremony will be held at UD Clayton Hall..  
 
A huge THANK YOU to all our volunteers, and especially our funders for this project, the Delaware Community 
Reinvestment Action Council and the Delaware League of Women Voters Education Funds. 
 
We have also engaged in raising funds for our EDUCATION ACTIVITGIES and paying for a portion of our OFFICE 
EXPENSES that is shared with the state League and the Delaware Education Fund.  Thank  you to the many contributors 
who have made a contribution above the membership fee.  Each newsletter lists those who have contributed.   
 
VOLUNTEERS - There are many members who help out in so many ways planning activities and helping out in all the 
task that keep this organization vital:   These include all board members and committee members, and those who help out 
in the office, and do our many voter services projects and activities, too many to mention, but know that everyone is 
appreciated!  
 

CALENDAR 
 
Thursday, May 4, 2017 
all day 

The Green in front of 
Legislative Hall 
Legislative Avenue 
Dover, DE 19901 

BIKE SUMMIT--2017. The League of Women Voters of Delaware is 
partnering with Bike Delaware and others in support of the 2017 Bike 
Summit. The theme of this year's summit is an outgrowth of the passage 
of SB 130 of last year: "Healthy and Transit-Friendly Development." 
Admission is free, but you'll need to pre-register: 
http://www.bikede.org/summit/ 

Wednesday, May 10, 
2017, 6:30 pm 

Masci Hall • St. Helena 
Parish, 210 Bellefonte 
Avenue (corner of 
Philadelphia Pike and 
Bellefonte Ave.) • 
Wilmington, DE 19809 
 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING (EXPLOITATION) A/V presentation by 
Yolanda Schlabach, founder and Executive Director of Zoë Ministries 
PANEL: Commissioner Mary McDonough, Delaware Court of Common 
Pleas, Human Trafficking Court, Commissioner Loretta Young, 
Delaware Family Court, Nancy McGee, Coordinator, Sexual Assault 
Network of Delaware, ContactLifeline, Inc., Johanna Bishop, Director, 
Behavioral Sciences Program, Wilmington University 
 

Monday, May 22, 
2017. 

Kirkwood Library, Kirkwood 
Highway, Newark 

LWVNCC ANNUAL MEETING POT LUCK and thanking all those 
who worked in any capacity on the elections and voter registration 
and giving rids to the polls. 

Saturday, June 10, 
2017 

Dover Downs Hotel LWV OF DELAWARE  BIENNIAL CONVENTION.  Hear exciting 
speakers and influence the work of the state League for the next two 
years. Check details in this Voter. 

 
League of Women Voters of New Castle County 
2400 W 17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level 
Wilmington, DE  19806 
 
302-571-8948 
lwvncc@comcast.net 
lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org 


