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VOTER 

The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware 
 

September 2017     www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org               Vol. 22, No.2 
The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities. 

 

HOT TOPIC LUNCH Monday, September 25, 2017 11:30 A.M - 1 P.M.  

HOT TOPIC EVENING Tuesday, September 26, at 6:30 - 8:00 P.M.  
MICHAEL’S RESTAURANT, 1000 Churchman's Rd, Newark, DE 19713 

"Trauma/adverse childhood events and the impact 

on substance use disorders" Speaker: Michelle Lauer  
 

Trauma comes in many forms and does not discriminate. According to a landmark study, known as the 

ACE Study, or adverse childhood events, trauma affects the brain development of children, the immune 

system, hormonal systems and even the way our DNA is read and transcribed. People exposed to high 

'doses' of trauma have triple the lifetime risk of heart disease and lung cancer and a 20-year difference 

in life expectancy.  

The purpose of this talk will be to define trauma and discuss its 

prevalence in our society, examine the effects it can have on all 

aspects of human health and well being and to briefly describe 

strategies to help foster resiliency and healing.  
  

Michelle Lauer is a psychiatric nurse who is currently pursuing a post-

Master's degree as a Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner.   

She is an adjunct clinical instructor for nursing students at the University 

of Delaware and works per diem at Union Hospital of Cecil County in the 

department of psychiatry.  She is dedicated to working with individuals and communities to help raise 

awareness about the effects of trauma and implement wellness strategies to enable those affected to 

recover and thrive.  

 

MICHAEL’S RESTAURANT, 1000 Churchman's Rd, Newark, DE 19713, Buffet lunch is $15.00 and 

Buffett dinner $20.00 paid at time of the luncheon/dinner. Please pay in cash if at all possible. 

RSVP at lwvde@comcast.net or 302-571-8948 by Saturday, September 23, so we can let the 

restaurant know how many to expect.  If you need a ride, leave a message on the League Office phone 

or e-mail when you RSVP 302-571-8948 and leave a message. If you have not made a reservation 

please come anyway. Directions:  Michael’s is located at 1000 Churchman’s Road, Newark. 

http://michaelsde.com/directions/       (Continued on page 2 HOT TOPIC) 
 

 

http://www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org/
mailto:lwvde@comcast.net
http://michaelsde.com/directions/
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(Continued from page 2 HOT TOPIC)  The public is invited to all Hot Topic meetings to become informed on a 

wide variety of topics.   It is also a time to check in with members of LWV, make new friends, invite 

your neighbors, and colleagues to experience the League in an informal setting. 

 

Coming in October...  

  TED Discussion Groups in Newark and Bear 

   Hot Topic - Social Media Training 
 
These events are free and open to the public.  This is a "pilot" program for small local League discussion groups; we hope 
to expand to other areas of the county later in the year.  Mark your calendar now, and bring a friend or neighbor!  No 
RSVP is necessary. 
 
TED DISCUSSION - PRISON JUSTICE 
 
 Thurs Oct 12, 6:30-8pm - Newark Senior Center, classroom 1 - Bryan Stevenson / Social Justice 
 Sat Oct 14, 11am-12:30 - Bear Library, meeting room 1B - Bryan Stevenson / Social Justice 

 
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County (LWVNCC) will host a viewing of Bryan Stevenson’s 2012 TED 
talk, “We Need to Talk About an Injustice,” followed by an informal discussion on social justice topics.  This is an 
engaging and personal talk by the founder of the Equal Justice Initiative and author of the 2014 best-selling book Just 

Mercy.  The League will provide information about local community groups that are working on prison issues, and related 
bills that are currently before the Delaware General Assembly.  
No Cost.  
 
Stevenson, a human rights lawyer, shares some hard truths about America's justice system, starting with a massive 
imbalance along racial lines: a third of the country's black male population has been incarcerated at some point in their 
lives.  These issues, which are wrapped up in America's unexamined history, are rarely talked about with this level of 
candor, insight and persuasiveness. 
 
Get your TED on with LWVNCC!  These events are free and open to the public. 
 
“EVERYTHING YOU THINK YOU KNOW ABOUT ADDICTION IS WRONG,” 
 
 Wed Oct 25, 6:30-8pm - Newark Natural Foods, small meeting room - Johann Hari  / Addiction 
 Sat Oct 28, 2-3:30pm - Appoquinimink Library, library meeting room - Johann Hari / Addiction 

 
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County (LWVNCC) will host a viewing of Johann Hari’s 2015 TED talk, 
“Everything you think you know about addiction is wrong,” followed by an informal discussion on drug addiction and 
treatment.  Discussion handouts will provide information about Delaware's needle sharing programs and other related 
community resources.  
 
Get your TED on with LWVNCC!  These events are free and open to the public. 
 
 Thurs Nov 9, 6:30-8pm - Newark Senior Center - Topic 3 (TBD) 
 Sat Nov 11, 11am-12:30 - Bear Library - Topic 3 

 
 Sat Dec 9, 11am-12:30 - Bear Library - Topic 4 (TBD) 
 Thurs Dec 14, 6:30-8pm - Newark Senior Center - Topic 4 

 
Get your TED on with LWVNCC!  These events are free and open to the public. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSSAGE 

 
Fall is suddenly upon us.   Children and grandchildren are back in school.   Activities 
are ramping up and we hope you will “ramp up” with the League of Women Voters.   
Despite the summer hiatus, we had two interesting sessions discussing Al Gore’s new 
film, “Inconvenient Sequel”.   It was a time to share our feelings and concerns about 
the planet, as well as to enjoy some social time together.   One was at our usual Hot 
Topic Luncheon at Michael’s and another in the evening outside of Newark at 
McGlynn’s Pub.   
 
 

We are still searching for the best place to reach more people so we will be trying some 
different venues.   Check out the information, time and place, regarding the September and 
October gatherings in this Voter.   By the time you get this, we will also have had our 
fourth session on Human Trafficking, run by Fay Whittle.   They have all had excellent 
speakers and have been well attended by the public.  Many thanks to Fay for her 
commitment to this effort.   
 
This fall we will be presenting a program on the use of technology and social media for 
non-profits.   Not only how to use it, but why we need it, and how it makes a difference in 
getting our message out.   So, stay tuned for where that program might be in your area. 
          Pictured above: Jack Wells, at film discussion at McGlynn's Pub. 

             
We appreciate all the returning members who have rejoined the League and the many new members who have joined.   If 
you haven’t sent in your membership form with your renewal check, please do so as soon as you can.   The League 
depends on its membership fee to fund not only our own programs, but also the State and National Leagues.  Encourage 
your friends and neighbors to join the League and to be informed and active in local affairs to help make government 
more responsive to the people.  
            Marj Johnson 

MEMBERSIP UPDATE 
 

REMINDER:  If you have received a letter in the mail, it is that time of year to renew your membership in the LWV,   
whether you are active, or not, we need your financial support.  The membership fee is shared with the LWVUS $32.00, 
LWVDE, $11.00, which leaves $8.00 to fund your local League out of the $51.00 it collects.  The LWVNCC pays for part 
of the rent, office insurance, Internet, copier and printer costs, as well as all its programming and one part time staff.  We 
depend on donations either to the LWV Education Fund (NCC account) and your donations to the LWVNCC above the 
dues rate.   
 

Thanks to all who have renewed and/or given so generously to the League of NCC. Listed 

below are members who have contributed this fiscal year July 1, 2017 - June 1, 2018. 
 
LWV OF NCC:  Harriett Ainbinder; Sheila Cassels; Yetta Chaiken; Mary Ann Champion; Jackie Harris; Joann 
Hasse; Kay Jenson; Joyce Johnson; Vicky Kleinman; Janet and Brian Kramer; Mitzi Law; Lois Myoda; 
Suzanne Proud; The Hon. Polly Sierer; Sarah Straughn; Judy Taggart; Pat Todd; Lisa Pertzoff and Robert 
Walton; Fran Wetmore; Catherine Wojewodzki. 
 
EDUCATION FUND (LWVNCC account): Harriett Ainbinder; Linda Barnett; David and Connie Beattie; 
Susan Brynteson; Judith Butler; Sheila Cassels; Doris Crowly; Jane and Frank Dilley; Marjorie Johnson; Joyce 
Johnson; Vicky Kleinman; Moonyeen and Robert Klopfenstein; Janet and Brian Kramer; Meta Little; 
Constance Malin; Judith McCormick; Liane Sorenson; Catherine Spence; Chad Tolman; Nancy Weldin; Fran 
Wetmore; Fay Whittle. 
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 

Thank you to our volunteers Fay Whittle, Justice Chair for organizing September's Human Trafficking 

forum, Lorraine Botticelli and Bob Hasse for collating the new citizen welcome packets; and Marj 

Johnson, Kim Wells, Bea Webb; Letty Diswood; Patti Christopher, Moonyeen Klopfenstein, Judy Taggart, 

Carole and Bill Walsh and Linda Barnett for coordinating and planning September and October activities. 

 

VOTER SERVICE UPDATE 
  
Currently Patti Christopher is looking for a venue to have 2 different sessions to do Voter Registration training.  Ideally 
have one in the Newark area/or perhaps Bear area and one North of Wilmington.  
  
Lorraine Botticelli and Patti are planning one or two social gatherings as well.  These Socials will be in different parts of 
New Castle County and we invite our new members and longtime members to join us.  Bring a friend.  Watch this space 
for details. More information will be forthcoming. 
 
Please send any suggestions of places to hold the socials to lwvpatti@gmail.com or leave message at 302-571-8948. 
         Patti Christopher, Voter Registration Chair  

 
NEWARK COMMUNITY DAY, September 17, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. LWV will have a table to provide membership 
information, hand out free civic information and They Represent You 2016-18 #10.  We are seeking volunteers to take 
shifts of two hours or more.  Contact Patti Christopher, Voter Registration Chair, lwv.patti@gmail.com.  
 

VBS OLYMPICS:  The LWVprovided 
voter registration and free information. 
August 26, 2017 at Vacation Bible School 
Closing Celebration at Scott A.M.E. Zion 
Church, 629 E. 7th Street, Wilmington.  
 

Left: Letty Diswood & Linda Barnett at 

League table watching members of the City of 

Wilmington police (Right) on the swings with 

neighborhood kids.  

 

NEW CITIZEN CEREMONY 
 
There will be a naturalization ceremony on Thursday, September 14, 2017.  If you are interested to attend the ceremony 
and/or help to distribute the League's welcome packet, contact Lorraine Botticelli 354-2585 cell, lsbotticelli@gmail.com. 
 

GREAT DECISIONS DISCUSSION GROUP 
What: Great Decisions: Latin America's Political Pendulum 

When: 3rd Monday, Sept. 18, 1:30 - 3:30 pm 

Where: Newark Free Library 

Who:  Meta Little will lead the discussion 

What else: Lunch, for those who wish it 

When: Before discussion, 11:30 am 

Where: Skipjack Restaurant, Shops at Louviers 

How: Contact Vicky Kleinman, kraver@udel.edu or 302-731-4950 
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When: Friday, October 27, 2017 from 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM EDT 
 

Where: Hilton - Wilmington/ 

Christiana, 100 Continental Drive 
Newark, DE 19713   
 

BAIL REFORM: FACTS VS. FICTION 

Join the Delaware Center for Justice for its annual conference—this year attendees will explore current 
pretrial and bail reform efforts in Delaware and nationwide. Visions of Justice 2017 will feature 
presentations from national experts in the field, breakout information sessions, and a panel debate 
featuring local representatives from all sides of this important issue. 

Breakout sessions will explore: 

 Youth and Bail- How are kids and adults treated differently pretrial?  Speakers will discuss how youth are 
treated pretrial and unpack why those under 18 may need different protections. 

 Bail 101- How are release decisions determined in Delaware? What is the difference between secured and 
unsecured bail? Speakers will discuss a brief history of bail in the United States and what current law 
dictates in Delaware. 

 Risk Assessment 101- What do we mean when we say "risk?" How does risk assessment factor into release 
decisions? Speakers will give an overview of the science behind risk assessment and will also discuss its 
limitations.  

 Constitutional Considerations- What constitutional protections exist for individuals awaiting trial? 
Speakers will explore existing case law and constitutional challenges to pretrial practices nationwide. 

 And more! 
  
A full agenda will be posted to our Facebook page in the coming weeks. 

Want to make sure your pressing questions are answered during the event? Please follow this link to submit 
a question for consideration during the panel event!  

General Admission is $10, but please consider purchasing either a Justice Guardian or Justice Champion 
ticket to support DCJ's ongoing advocacy efforts. All tickets come with breakfast and lunch. 

Get more information  follow link to register or call Delaware Center for Justice 302-658-7174 ext. 25 
kcornnell@dcjustice.org 

 
An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power (2017) League members and friends discussing the movie at McGlynn's 
Pub (Left) and Michaels Restaurant Hot Topic Lunch (Right).   

 

On Left-R: Marj 
Johnson, Larry & Letty 
Diswood, Diane & Mike 
Maxwell at McGlynn's. 

On Right: Bob Taggart 
& Marj Johnson at 
Michael's Restaurant. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZJPPCZ9
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eejkfpqe672c21bf&c=5c880aa0-1f49-11e3-9893-d4ae52753a3b&ch=5cb5f870-1f49-11e3-98b5-d4ae52753a3b
https://www.moviefone.com/movie/an-inconvenient-sequel-truth-to-power/tB99WneZmqa0qX9aR2u5D2/main/


6 
 

 
Delaware ERANow's Ready to Run@ Delaware program begins on October 11, 2017. 

 

This program is an affiliate of the Center for American Women in Politics (CAWP) at Rutgers University. The kickoff 
session, featuring U.S. Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester’s keynote address, begins on October 16th from 6:15 – 8:15 
p.m. at the Delaware Law School.  

It is apparent that, over the long run, women’s equality will require that we have more seats at the table when decisions 
are made that affect us as well as our families. It follows, then, that we must make every effort to provide women with the 
confidence, skills and knowledge they need to run for public office, or become more involved in the political process by 
standing for appointment to boards and commissions, or becoming active in political parties. 

Take the course yourself or forward this information to your friends and associates, encouraging them to take the 
course.  The LWV of New Castle County has made a contribution to this program.  

Representative Lisa Blunt Rochester has agreed to provide the keynote speech for Ready to Run® Delaware. The 
first session will be held from 6:15 – 8:15 pm October 16th with the second session occurring two evenings later on 
Wednesday the 18th. The four remaining sessions, all on Wednesday evenings from 6:15 – 8:15 pm, continue 
through November 15, 2017. In addition to Rep. Blunt Rochester, there will be a dynamic group of legislators, 
party officials, and campaign experts as presenters and look forward to a successful program.   
 
Program partners are —the Delaware Commission for Women, Delaware Law School, and Mary Ann’s List—as well as 
the Delaware Democratic Party and YWCA Delaware (sponsors). 
Scholarships are available.  Registration fee is $100. 
 
Nominate someone for the program you’d like to see more actively involved in politics or run for office – 
scmoore23@delawareeranow.org 
 
Make a donation, become a sponsor, ask other organizations to which you belong to become a sponsor – 
http://www.delawareeranow.org 
 
 

LWVUS UPDATE - ADVOCACY - EDUCATE - http://www.lwv.org 
 
New Film Partnership: “We the Voters”   
 
We are excited share a new partnership with “We the Voters”, a series of nonpartisan educational short films 
that focus on voting and democracy. All Leagues are welcome to screen the three approved films at League 
events. “We the Voters” can assist Leagues in planning film screenings and even provide guest speakers or 
conversation facilitators. Please see the attached for more details about utilizing these films at League 
functions. 
 
Equality Vines Wine Partnership  
 
We're excited to announce our partnership with Equality Vines for the release of 19th Amendment wines, a 
2016 Russian River Valley Sauvignon Blanc and 2012 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir. $2 from the sale of each 
bottle of the Suffrage Series wines will be donated to the League of Women Voters. The Sauvignon Blanc retails 
for $25 and the Pinot Noir retails for $28. Equality Vines is the world’s first cause wine portfolio dedicated to 
equality for all people and we are proud they selected the League for our leadership fighting for equal rights. 
 
                          (Continued on page 7 LWVUS) 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/trackjsp?v=2&c=WOq%2BrlArwJBxQONyhaFeyIugg95g0Yzs
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=mtn57i7uSVSdpEmbKclkcYugg95g0Yzs
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=58qOd%2Ba4jy2mvsgBXR8UxYugg95g0Yzs
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=X1BgHHFldBarh703%2FqY6K4ugg95g0Yzs
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(Continued from page 6 LWVUS) 

 
League Calls on President Trump to Provide Cost Sharing Payments Under ACA   
 
The League joined health care, labor and community organizations by calling on President Trump to commit to 
providing the cost-sharing reduction payments required under the Affordable Care Act. This is an opportunity 
to stabilize the individual health insurance market by guaranteeing the provision of cost-sharing reduction 
supports for low-wage earners. Without these payments, more Americans will lose coverage and insurers will 
be hard-pressed to keep future premium hikes in check. 
 

 
 

CALENDAR 
 

 
Wednesday, 
September 6, 2017 
9:30 am - 12 pm 

Legislative Hall, House 
Majority hearing room, 411 
Legislative Ave. Dover, 
DE 19901 

LWVDE ADVOCACY CORPS MEETING. Contact 
Committee Chair Sandy Spence for details (302-841-2882) and if 
interested in attending. 
(sandyspence325@gmail.com) 

Saturday, 
September 9,  9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. (or maybe 
2:00 p.m.)   

Peniel United Methodist  
Church, 1115 E. Market 
Street, Wilmington DE  
19804 

HOT TOPIC - HUMAN TRAFFICKING FORUM 
Refreshments in am will be provided, bring a bag lunch and 
drinks and dessert will be provided.  No charge, but RSVP 
requested for planning lwvncc@comcast.net.  

September 11 from 
1:30-3:30 pm  

Chad Tolman's home  
 2503 Raven Road in North 
Wilmington 

LWVDE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday, September 
17, 11am - 4 pm 

On the Green at UD. LWV 
needs volunteers to staff 
table. 

NEWARK COMMUNITY DAY  
 

Monday, Sept. 18, 
1:30 - 3:30 pm 

Newark Free Library  
 750 Library Ave 
Newark, DE 19711  

GREAT DECISIONS GROUP from 1:30 to 3:30. Topic: Latin 
America's Political Pendulum.  As usual, many of the attendees 
will meet for lunch at noon Skipjack, The Shoppes at Louviers, 
401 Louviers Dr, off Paper Mill Road beforehand. Contact Vicky 
Kleinman, 302-731-4950 for more details 

Monday, September 
18, at 3:30 pm 
 

Panera Bread, Kirkwood 
Highway, Wilmington, DE 

THE CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT AWARDS PLANNING 
COMMITTEE will hold its first meeting.  Volunteers welcome.  
This event is held every two years and is a fun event and 
fundraiser as well. 

Wednesday,  
September 20, 5:30 - 
7:30 pm 

Dover City Library 
Lookerman Street, Dover  

LWVDE & EDUCATION FUND BOARD MEETINGS 
RSVP joannhasse@aol.com 

Monday, September 
25, 11:30 am - 1:00 
pm  

Michael’s Restaurant, 
1000 Churchman's Rd, 
Newark, DE 19713 

HOT TOPIC LUNCH "TRAUMA/ADVERSE CHILDHOOD 
EVENTS AND THE IMPACT ON SUBSTANCE USE 
DISORDERS"  Speaker: Michelle Lauer 

Monday, September 
25, 5:30 pm-8:30pm 

Panera Bread, Kirkwood 
Highway, Wilmington, DE 

LWV OF NEW CASTLE COUNTY BOARD MEETING 
AND TRAINING             (CALENDAR CONTINUED P. 8) 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=x8wAO6sEvL8ADbQsBMsdrougg95g0Yzs
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=411+Legislative+Ave%2e,%20Dover,+DE+19901
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=411+Legislative+Ave%2e,%20Dover,+DE+19901
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=411+Legislative+Ave%2e,%20Dover,+DE+19901
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=750+Library+Ave,%20Newark,+DE+19711
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=750+Library+Ave,%20Newark,+DE+19711
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Tuesday, September 
26, 6:30 - 8:00 pm  

Michael’s Restaurant, 
1000 Churchman's Rd, 
Newark, DE 19713 

HOT TOPIC EVENING "TRAUMA/ADVERSE 
CHILDHOOD EVENTS AND THE IMPACT 
ON SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS"  
Speaker: Michelle Lauer 

Wednesday, October 
4,  9:30 am - 12 pm 

Legislative Hall, House 
Majority hearing room, 411 
Legislative Ave. Dover, 
DE 19901 

LWVDE ADVOCACY CORPS MEETING. Contact 
Committee Chair Sandy Spence for details (302-841-2882) and if  
interested in attending. 
(sandyspence325@gmail.com) 

Thursday, October 
12,  6:30-8:00 pm 

Newark Senior Center, 
classroom 1, Newark, DE 

TED TALK discussion groups - Bryan Stevenson / Social 
Justice  “We Need to Talk About an Injustice,” followed by an 
informal discussion on social justice topics 

Saturday, October 
14, 11 am -12:30 pm 

Bear Library, meeting 
room 1B, Bear, DE 

TED TALK discussion groups - Bryan Stevenson / Social 
Justice “We Need to Talk About an Injustice,” followed by an 
informal discussion on social justice topics 

Monday, October 
16 from 4:00 - 6:00 
pm 

Pat Todd's home at 1401 
Pennsylvania Ave, Apt. 
1204 

LWVDE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING. 
The meeting time has been changed to the end of the working 
day to accommodate our guest, Susan Love of DNREC's 
Division of Energy and Climate.  

Wednesday,  
October 25, 6:30-
8:00 pm 

Newark Natural Foods, 
small meeting room, 
Newark 

TED TALK - Johann Hari’s 2015 TED talk, “Everything you 

think you know about addiction is wrong,” followed by an 
informal discussion on drug addiction and treatment. 

Friday, October 27, 
from 8:30 am to 4:00 
pm 

Hilton - Wilmington/ 
Christiana, 100 Continental 
Drive, Newark, DE 19713   

VISIONS OF JUSTICE 2017:  BAIL REFORM: FACTS VS. 
FICTION - Register with Delaware Center for Justice 
302-658-7174 

Sat Oct 28, 2-3:30 
pm 

Appoquinimink Library, 
library meeting room 

TED TALK - Johann Hari’s 2015 TED talk, “Everything you 

think you know about addiction is wrong,” followed by an 
informal discussion on drug addiction and treatment. 

Monday, November 
6,  6:30 - 8:30 pm 

Panera Bread, Kirkwood 
Highway, Wilmington, DE 

LWV OF NEW CASTLE COUNTY BOARD MEETING  
Back to regular first Monday meeting schedule. 

Wednesday,  
November 15, 5:30 - 
7:30 pm 

Dover City Library 
Lookerman Street, Dover  

LWVDE & EDUCATION FUND BOARD MEETINGS 
RSVP joannhasse@aol.com 

 
League of Women Voters of New Castle County 
2400 W 17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level 
Wilmington, DE  19806 
 
302-571-8948 
lwvncc@comcast.net 
http://www. lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org 
http://www.lwvdelaware.org 
lwvde@comcast.net 
http://www.lwv.org 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=411+Legislative+Ave%2e,%20Dover,+DE+19901
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=411+Legislative+Ave%2e,%20Dover,+DE+19901
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=411+Legislative+Ave%2e,%20Dover,+DE+19901

