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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF SCHENECTADY COUNTY

BULLETIN
The Fund for Modern
Courts
& Albany Law School
Present:
the 2018 Hugh R. Jones
Memorial Lecture
at Albany Law School
Tuesday, April 24, 2018
at 6:00 p.m.
Registration begins at 5:30
Introduction: Hon. Janet
DiFiore, Chief Judge of the
State of New York
Speaker: Hon. Susan Phillips
Read, Associate Judge of the
State of NY (Ret.)
Albany Law School,
80 New Scotland Avenue,
Albany, NY
Reception to follow.
There is no fee for this event.

April Events
The Opioid Epidemic in Schenectady
How Does this Affect Me?
Can I Prevent this Addiction Epidemic From Affecting
My Loved Ones?
A forum will be held on Wednesday, April 25th
from 6-7:30pm
The McChesney Room of the Main Library
99 Clinton Street.
Forum participants include Darin Samaha LMSW,
Director of Community Services Schenectady,
Lisa Ayers RN,BSN Director of Public Health Schenectady,
Nancy Jones MHSA, CPP, Director of Prevention, New
Choices Recovery Center and others from Ellis Hospital,
There will also be a person in recovery and a representative
from the Schenectady Police Department.
How significant is the problem in our community and how
can we influence this threat to our families and community.
______________________________________________
Thursday Musical Club Choral Concert
Saturday, April 11 at 7pm

For more information:
call 212.541.6741 or email
justice@moderncourts.org

Taylor Auditorium
Schenectady County Community College
The concert will feature songs about women’s suffrage in England.
Women over 30 who owned property gained the right to vote in 1918
in Britain; in 1928, all women in Britain were granted the right.

1

www.lwvschenectady.org

APRIL 2018

President’s Letter
When I wrote my President’s Letter last month, lamenting the latest mass shooting, I felt helpless to change our
gun culture.
But then the Parkland Florida kids took the lead and things look very different today. No longer content to
cower in their classrooms, waiting for the “adults” to change our gun laws, young people have discovered the
power of civic engagement. And I couldn’t be more thrilled.
Being social media-savvy has certainly helped young people to organize, but they’ve also tapped into a
groundswell of feeling that mass shootings have become far too frequent and common sense needs to prevail.
We older and wiser heads are accustomed to setting the agenda and allowing young people to participate in
carefully controlled events. What we aren’t used to is high school students being in charge, organizing
protests, walkouts, marches and town hall meetings and demanding change.
Some of our most momentous changes were led by young people- the anti-war movement, civil rights, the
environmental movement. Once again, young people are leading the way.
Cheryl Nechamen

Citizenship Mentoring Group
Our winter session citizenship classes ended March 20 and the spring session will begin April 17-June 19. We
had a small but devoted group of students this time, and they responded well to Cheryl Nechamen’s excellent
teaching. We’re currently looking into the possibility of a summer session, and hope we’re able to get that up
and running with Ann Hatke taking a turn at teaching.
John Woodward, Schenectady County Clerk, has agreed to have our League attend all the local Naturalization
Ceremonies. Although the Board of Elections does hand out voter registration forms at these events, he felt that
League members could help the new citizens fill out their forms and talk with them about the voting process.
We would also be present to assist friends and family members who might be interested in registering to vote.
Thanks to Ann’s application, our League has won a LWVUS 2018 New Citizen Voter Registration Grant for
$900 to cover our expenses at the ceremonies.
SICM (Schenectady-Inner City Mission)has invited the League to co-sponsor a citizenship forum with them.
This would be an occasion to further educate the community and especially provide information for those who
are thinking about applying. We’ve also been invited to meet occasionally with interested people at the SICM
Food Pantry to talk with them about citizenship. Ann gave a short presentation about the Citizenship Mentoring
Group at the SICM Assembly Meeting in early March and distributed information and posters about our
program to the members there.
A two-page information sheet about the citizenship requirements and process has been prepared and distributed
at SICM and local libraries. This was an idea that was suggested by Marsha Mortimore at the LWVSC
Planning Meeting in February.
Ann Hatke, Coordinator, Citizenship Mentoring Group
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Proposed Leaders of LWV of Schenectady County 2018/2019
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Cheryl Nechamen
Ann Hatke
Judy Middelkoop
TBD…………………

2019
2020
2019
2020

Mary Pritchard
Dick Shave
Sally Knutson/Carol Furman
Carol Fischer

2019
2020
2019
2019

Kay Ackerman
Glenville
Inge-Lise Pangburn
Niskayuna
AAUW
Schdy City
Connie Young
Schdy BOE Peggy King
Rotterdam
Marsha Mortimore/Maxine Brisport
State and Fed

2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019
2019

Poll Reporting
Voter Registration

Dick Shave 2019 Bobbie Roessle
Connie Young/Peg Foley

2019
2019

Bulletin

Helen MacDonald

2019

Nominating Committee

Sally Knutson
Johanna Petersen/Mary Pritchard
Connie Young

2019
2019
2019

Membership

Connie Young/Johanna Petersen

2020

Gwynne DeLong
Joan Elliott
Committee Members
Carol Furman/Connie Young
Sept. Dec. June
Judy Middelkoop
Carrie Mattis

2019
2019
2019
2019

Cathy Lewis, Dick Shave
Suzanne Hodgkins, Pauline Kinsella

2019
2019

Action
Inside Albany
Letters to Editor
Lobbying

Voter Services
Forums

Community Outreach
Fliers
Press Releases
Committee Events
Membership Mtngs
Mail Chimp
Facebook
At Large Board Members

2019
2019
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MEMBERSHIP

Our League goals are to educate citizens about government and public policy, encourage
citizen participation in elections, and influence public policy relating to issues we’ve studied.
Dues money makes working on our goals possible. DUES for July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019
(half-year dues reduction is available. Contact Connie Young at 393-7061)
Return to: LWV of Schenectady County, P.O. Box 9135, Schenectady, NY 12309

New or Renewing Members Please Confirm this Contact Information
Name(s)_______________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________ E-mail______________________________
______$60 Individual ______$85 Household ______$20 Full-time student
_____Additional support for the League, dues plus $10 contribution ($70 or $95 – circle one)
(Confidential arrangements for special payment or partial assistance can be made. Contact
Connie Young at 393-7061 with any questions. Dues and contributions are not tax deductible.)
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
______I am sending my membership dues payment, but please consider me an INACTIVE member.
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
ACTIVE MEMBERS: The League depends upon the work of its members, even for a short task.
Please check any activities that interest you. We appreciate your help.
Judicial_____ Health _____ Membership _____ Fundraising _____ Environment _____ Observer
Corps _____ Education ______ Voter Services: Register Voters_____ Candidate Forums _____ Voter
Information _____ Computer Skills Graphics/Layout _____ Databases _____Citizenship
Mentoring__________ Website Work _____ Facebook ______ Electronic Publicity _____ Other
Technical Skill? (Describe) _________________________________Other areas of
interest_______________________________
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Voter Services
2018 Elections Calendar Change: The NYS Legislature has revised the 2018 Elections Calendar as
follows: State & Local Primary Day 2018 has been changed to Thursday September 13.
Voter Registration: We are undertaking a vigorous voter registration effort this spring with two
new projects:
•
New Citizen Voter Registration – The LWV will be attending Naturalization Ceremonies this
year to provide voting information and assistance to new citizens in filling out voter
registration forms provided by the County Board of Elections. An average of 60 new citizens
are sworn in each month and we are looking for 2 or 3 volunteers to assist in this endeavor.
All ceremonies are held at the Hibernian Hall, 1748 State Street, Schenectady, starting at 9:30
AM. Help is needed on May 18, June 22, July 20, Aug. 24, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, and Nov. 16.
•
High School Student Voter Registration – With the increased interest on the part of high school
students regarding recent school safety issues nationally, we are hoping to visit the high
schools in Schenectady County to provide voter registration opportunities for students who
will be eligible to vote in the 2018 elections. As dates are arranged, more information will be
forthcoming. If you have an interest in visiting a particular high school, contact Kay
Ackerman.
Other Voter registration “opportunities” will be scheduled through out the summer and fall. Your
help will be needed and appreciated.
Kids Arts Festial – The League will be conducting a “Kids Votes Count” activity at the Kid’s Arts
Festival on Saturday, June 2 In downtown Schenectady. This is an opportunity for us to be a presence
at a broad community event. We will be offering the kids a chance to vote for their favorite activity
and have general voter information (including voter registration forms and absentee ballot application
forms) for adults attending. In addition we will be conducting a survey for the Festival organizers to
help them in planning for the future. The League will be given a stipend for conducting the survey.
If you can help us with any of the above activities, please contact:
Kay Ackerman
Voter Services Chair
518 393-5000
kaydonack@aol.com

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Bulletin Editor

Cheryl Nechamen
Joan Elliott
Ann Hatke
Helen MacDonald

518 346-4820
518 346-4414
518 346-1584
518 346-7006
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New Members
Anita Sanchez is a retired educator for New
York State Department of Conservation. She
currently writes children's books with a focus on
nature and the environment.
Similar to many other League members, Anita
has joined the LWV due to concern for the
current political environment in this country.
She plans to help with voter registration
activities. Her other interests include education
and the environment. Anita lives in
Montgomery County and joined the
Schenectady Branch of the LWV since it is
closest to her residence
Bernice Dunn has recently retired as a counselor
at the Schenectady Community College. She has
joined the LWV due to concern with the current
political environment in this country and plans
to support voter registration activities as a
League member.
Bernice has always been active in Niskayuna
community initiatives, including PTA and PTO.
In 1988, she created the Niska-Game (a fund
raising game using a life size Monopoly board) that is still being used by middle school students to
help support school activities and the Niskayuna Community Action Program.

Mission Statement: The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization. We encourage the
informed and active participation of citizens in government. We work to increase the understanding
of major public policy issues and influence public policy through education and advocacy.
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New York State’s Campaign Finance System and Closing the LLC Loophole
LLCs are Limited Liability Corporations.
reprinted from the LWV Buffalo Niagara Voter
Companies create LLCs for many business reasons. But for some
companies one reason alone is paramount – the ability to pour huge amounts of money into the coffers of
candidates, elected officials, and political parties, frequently without revealing the names of the donors.
In 1996 the New York State Board of Elections decided to treat LLCs as “individuals” under the state’s
campaign finance laws, with spectacular results. When considered as a corporation, as under federal law, an
LLC could contribute up to $5,000 to an elected official, political party, or a candidate running for office; but
when considered as an individual under NYS law, an LLC could contribute up to $60,800! If this was not a
sufficient pot of campaign money to make recipients happy, corporations and businesses could create any
number of LLCs, each with the same outrageously high contribution limit. Each additional LLC is then given a
different name and the names of the original donors remain hidden.
LLCs are equal opportunity donors. All political parties, candidates and elected officials benefit from the
seemingly endless generosity of LLCs.
In 2015 Glenwood Management, a huge real estate company that figured prominently in the criminal
corruption trial of former Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, created 22 separate LLCs, each with the ability to
contribute the maximum amount to favored candidates and political parties. Another state corruption
investigation that originated almost a decade ago, involving the Buffalo Billion, is unfolding now and
demonstrates again how the LLC loophole works to benefit both donors and recipients at the public’s expense.
We know from our Money In Politics study that quid pro quo corruption is difficult to prove. A wink and a nod
can convey the intended message when money changes hands. Citizens are rightly suspicious when legislative
favors are granted to certain interests and when constituent-supported legislation is defeated over and over or
not even discussed in committee. The LLC loophole exemplifies a government failure in both fairness and
transparency. Closing it is the goal of the League, of other reform groups and of many government officials.
Closing the LLC loophole through state legislation. In 2015 the New York State Assembly, with broad
bipartisan support, passed legislation to close the loophole but the bill died in the Senate Corporations
Committee chaired by Michael Ranzenhofer (Amherst).
This year the legislation has been reintroduced. The League strongly supports A.9758A (Simon) and
S.27149 (Kavanagh) which will lower contribution limits to the federal level of $5,000 and require donor
disclosure. The League urges members to call and write their legislators in support of the legislation – better
still, come with us when we visit legislators in March and April 2018. Passage will occur only when enough
citizens are alert to the problem and determined to correct it.
NY State League President Dare Thompson wrote, “Closing the LLC loophole is an obvious and long
overdue fix to limit contributions by special interests and help end ‘dark money’ in our electoral system. This
one small step is just one of many reforms needed to reduce corruption in Albany.”
Janet Massaro, Chair
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“Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy”
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