
 

 

  

Support the Faith in Housing Bill - Keep it active for the 2026 Session  

  

  

HB1279 Faith in Housing 

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1279 

Del. Joshua Cole 

January 29, 2026 

Early this morning, the House Counties, Cities and Towns Subcommittee #2 placed a 
re-enactment clause on this bill thereby pushing it to 2027.  If you are a constituent of 
one of the members of the full House CCT Committee, email them today and ask them 
to remove the re-enactment clause and pass HB1279.   

These members - their emails and phone numbers are listed below!  

Call or email now!  

If you need to find your legislator use this link 
https://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/ 

The bill does the following: 

� Allows faith institutions to build housing by right on land they own 
� Reduces unnecessary zoning hurdles and delays 
� Enables partnerships with nonprofit and affordable housing developers 
� Keeps building and safety standards in place 
� Complies with Virginia Fair Housing law 

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1279
https://whosmy.virginiageneralassembly.gov/
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/124291888/598160803/1322170159?sourceid=&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxOS8xLzExMTM3OSIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJkYWZmYzk0My0zZmZkLWYwMTEtODMyZi0wMDBkM2ExZjBlNGMiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogImpvYW5Aam9hbnBvcnRlLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=N9GxdpfmJJGccYUgYeWVEDoMKb8eHgBErYUuo0fl8OY=&emci=258051e5-34fd-f011-832f-000d3a1f0e4c&emdi=daffc943-3ffd-f011-832f-000d3a1f0e4c&ceid=1519608


This bill is important because: 

������� Faith institutions want to build housing. Churches, synagogues, mosques, and 
other congregations across Virginia are eager to provide affordable homes on land 
they already own. 
���� Zoning rules are stopping them. Costly rezoning, special permits, and 
discretionary approvals often kill projects before they start. 
���������� Affordable housing is delayed or denied. These barriers slow down construction 
and raise costs—meaning fewer homes for people who need them most. 
������� The clock is ticking. Without action from the General Assembly, many faith 
communities will be forced to shut down and permanently lose the opportunity to 
build affordable homes. 

MEMBERS OF THE FULL COMMITTEE - WRITE TO THEM IF THEY REPRESENT YOU  

Helmer, Dan 

(804) 698-1010 

DelDHelmer@house.virginia.gov 

Sewell, Briana D. 

(804) 698-1025 

DelBSewell@house.virginia.gov 

Shin, Irene 

(804) 698-1008 

DelIShin@house.virginia.gov 

Simonds, Shelly A. 

(804) 698-1070 

DelSSimonds@house.virginia.gov 

Askew, Alex Q. 

(804) 698-1095 

DelAAskew@house.virginia.gov 

Cohen, Laura Jane 
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(703) 261-9171 

(804) 698-1015 

DelLJCohen@house.virginia.gov 

Martinez, Fernando J. 

(804) 698-1029 

DelMMartinez@house.virginia.gov 

Keys-Gamarra, Karen 

(804) 698-1007 

DelKKeys-Gamarra@house.virginia.gov 

Downey, Mark C. 

(804) 698-1069 

DelMDowney@house.virginia.gov 

Nivar, May 

(804) 698-1057 

DelMNivar@house.virginia.gov 

Thornton, Virgil Gene, Sr. 

(804) 698-1086 

DelVThornton@house.virginia.gov 

Anderson, Jessica L. 

(804) 698-1071 

DelJAnderson@house.virginia.gov 

Cole, Nicole 

(804) 698-1066 

DelNCole@house.virginia.gov 

Franklin, Margaret Angela 
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DelMFranklin@house.virginia.gov 

McGuire, Garrett 

(804) 698-1017 

DelGMcGuire@house.virginia.gov 

Knight, Barry D. 

(804) 698-1098 

DelBKnight@house.virginia.gov 

Morefield, James W. (Will) 

(804) 698-1043 

DelJMorefield@house.virginia.gov 

Hodges, M. Keith 

(804) 698-1068 

DelKHodges@house.virginia.gov 

McNamara, Joseph P. 

(804) 698-1040 

DelJMcNamara@house.virginia.gov 

Wyatt, Scott A. 

(804) 698-1060 

DelSWyatt@house.virginia.gov 

Tata, Anne Ferrell H. 

(804) 698-1099 

DelAFTata@house.virginia.gov 

McLaughlin, Ellen H. 

(804) 698-1036 

DelEMcLaughlin@house.virginia.gov 
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League of Women Voters of Virginia 
1011 E. Main Street 
Suite 214A 
Richmond, VA 23219 
United States 

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email 
from us, please unsubscribe. 
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