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Capital's Poor Housing
Shocks Women Voters

By George Williams

Mrs. Anne Rudin, presi-
dent of the California
League of Women Votcrs
and a resident of Sacra-
mento, says she is “shocked”
and sick at heart at the
widespread existence of di-
lapidated housing in which
many  Sacranentans are
forced to live.

Mrs. Rudin was among 395
league members who yester-
day made a buss tour of
neighborhoods where sub-
standard housing has heen

pinpointed by the city's
Community  Improvement
Program.

The tour was arranged by
Kenneth E. Jones, director
of the program; Walter
Slipe, assistant city manager
for community development,
and Otto Steinbrenner Jr.,
the city’s chief building

inspector, all of whom ac-

companied the league mem-
bers.

Areas Visited

The tour included South-
side, Glen Elder, Oak Park,
Del Paso Heights, Garden-
land and Washington neigh-
borhoods.

Virtually all of the women
agreed with Mrs. Rudin that
the community has a “deep
and growing” problem with
substandard housing.

Many expressed alarm
about the findings of a hous-
ing study made by the law
school of the University of

California at Davis. The re-
port was particularly critical
of the lack of relocation pro-
visions for tenants forced
out of unsafe housing in Sac-
ramento because of the dem-
olition phase of the commu-
nity improvement program.
The women  were  €na-
erined to find one particular
dwelling which had been
split into 13 substandard liv-
ing units. They noted that
the landlord pays only $300
a year in taxes for the prop-
erty, hut collects over 20
times that amount in rent.

Repairs are Neglected

They also were dismayed
{o find that some substand-
ard housing landlords, atter
collecting  fire Insurance
money, refuse to use the
money to repair fire damage
but force their tenants to
live in the damaged struc-
tures.

Slipe noted that league
members are unusually so-
phisticated about such prob-
lems having had more than
normal exposure to them
through league projects.

“It is significant that they
were still shocked even with
their experience,” he said.

Will Report Findings

The women will report to
fellow members at meetings
of the county's 11 league
units during the period of
Nov. 17-20.
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