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VOTER
The

LWV MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan, political organization, encourages informed and active participation in government,

works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
The League does not support or oppose candidates or political parties.

Human Trafficking To Be Addressed
at Thursday, January 16, Meeting

Human Trafficking in Texas will be addressed at the
upcoming LWV-CC meeting  scheduled Thursday, January
16, 2020, at the Del Mar College Center for Economic
Development, located on the corner of Staples and
Kostoryz across from W.B. Ray High School.

League members and guests will gather in Room 117
at 11:30 a.m. The meeting will conclude at 1 p.m..

Texas State Representative Todd Hunter will provide
an overview on the topic of human trafficking in Texas
and what legislation has been enacted. Bring your
questions!

Candidates Forum
Set February 13

State Rep. Todd Hunter

Members and guests who want to order a sandwich (ham, turkey, chicken
salad, or tuna on a croissant) or green salad box lunch at $10 each can do so no
later than Monday noon, January 13, by calling 361-445-4436 and leaving a
message or by sending an email to lwvcorpuschristi@gmail.com. Each box lunch
includes fruit, chips, cookie, and bottled water.

Food orders are optional; members may bring their own snack or food.

Celebrating  100 Years of Women Winning the Vote
              Join LWV-CC at the Martin Luther King, Jr. March on January 20

Plan to join the members of the Corpus Christi Area League of Women Voters on Monday,
January 20, at 10 a.m. in the Nueces County Courthouse for a celebration of the life and legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. We will march from the Courthouse to the Church of the Good Shepherd
Episcopal, located at 700 S. Upper Broadway, in support of our community partners in the Corpus
Christi alumni chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. who are sponsoring the march for the 34th

year. This will be our first opportunity to carry the banner proclaiming 100 Years of Women Winning the
Vote. Please join us and invite family members and friends to participate with the League.

NOTE:  Participation in the MLK Day march is the first of four public events for the League
in the next 6 months: the Mardi Gras Barefoot Parade on Feb. 22; Buccaneer Days Night Parade
on May 2; and the Big Bang Parade on July 4.

The League’s Voter Services team
has confirmed Thursday, Feb. 13, as the
date for the Candidates Forum. The forum
will be from 6-9:15 p.m. at City Hall, 1201
Leopard St.

Correspondence  also has been
emailed to candidates who are seeking
election in the March 3 Primary, inviting
them to respond to questions that will be
featured in both the printed Voters Guide
and the VOTE411 online guide.

“Both guides will be available to
voters before the first day of Early Voting,
Tuesday, Feb. 18,” said Paula Breighton,
VP for Voter Services.

Volunteers will be needed at the
Candidates Forum and also to help
distribute the printed Voters Guides.

                (See story on Page 7)

Monday,
January 20,
Event Open

to Community
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President’s Message

PO Box 8276, Corpus Christi, TX
78468-8276

http://www.lwv-cc.org
Telephone Recorder 445-4436
lwvcorpuschristi@gmail.com

LWV-CC Board, 2019-2020

President
Anne Stewart, 361-850-0663; emlean@gmail.com

Secretary
Rebecca Huerta, 361-826-3105 (wk);
361-442-8745 (cell)

Treasurer
Annell Neale, 512-771-3026; annell@ebns.us

Vice President, Member Services
Sandra Heatherley, 361-876-4321;
sheatherle@cs.com
(Chair, 100th Anniversary Planning Committee)

Co-Vice Presidents, Program
Peggy Banales, 361-726-9404
Maria Jimenez, 361-888-7560

Vice President, Voter Services
Paula Breighton, 970-820-0661; paulabr@mac.com

Director, Website/Social Media
Debbie Noble, 410-271-1167;
debleenoble@gmail.com

Director, Media/Communications
Melody Cooper, 361-994-4952

At-Large Director--Lois Huff, 361-774-1500;
 lch764@gmail.com (also Chair, 2020 Women’s
Equality Day Committee)

Appointed Director/Archivist
Sylvia Whitworth, 361-853-9990

Immediate Past President (Non-voting)
Chris Davis Garcia, 361-244-4193;
garciachris1714@gmail.com

OFF-BOARD CHAIRS
Voter Registration Committee

Raul Ramirez, 361-774-0937;
raul.ramirez.05.rr@gmail.com
Ruth Falck, 548-2615

Study Committee, “Potential for Lead
Contamination in Our Communities’ Drinking
Water”  Sally Farris, s.farris@att.net

100th Celebration Committee (Historical Display):
Sue Williams, 361-779-8593;
aswilliams17@gmail.com

VOTE411 Voters Guide: Kathryn Oler, 806-773-1535;
Kathryn.oler@gmail.com

Nominating Committee
Peggy Duran, Chair, 361-696-9366
Non-Board Members: Brenda Hamby, Sylvia
Campos.  Board Members: Lois Huff, Maria
Jimenez

The VOTER Editor
Chris Garcia, garciachris1714@gmail.com

League of
Women Voters--
Corpus Christi

By Anne Stewart, LWV-CC President

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER...

JANUARY 2020
Thursday, Jan. 16:  LWV-CC Membership Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., Room 117;

presentation on Human Trafficking (See story, page 1)

Monday, Jan. 20:  Commemorative March Celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day, 10 a.m.; begins at Nueces County Courthouse (See story, page 1)

FEBRUARY
Monday, Feb. 3:  Last day to register to vote in the March Primaries

Friday, Feb. 7:  ArtWalk, downtown Corpus Christi; voter registration table

Tuesday, Feb.18, through Friday, Feb. 28: Early Voting (list of Early Voting
sites can be accessed on the Nueces County website).

Thursday, Feb. 20--LWV-CC Membership Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., DMC Center
for Economic  Development; program by Libby Averyt. (See story, page 7)

MARCH
Tuesday, March 3: Election Day!  “Your vote is your voice.”

Friday, March 6: ArtWalk, downtown Corpus Christi; voter registration table

Thursday, March 19: LWV-CC Membership Luncheon, 11:30 a.m., DMC Center
for Economic Development; program by County Judge Barbara Canales.

A happy and productive new year to ALL!
Your LWV.CC board and committee members have been working vigorously

to make 2019 and 2020 a most meaningful year for everyone.
Our program VPs are bringing State Representative Todd Hunter, community

leader Libby Averyt, and County Judge Barbara Canales to speak to us over the
next three months.

Voter registration continues as our volunteer registrars provide many
opportunities to get registered.

Census preparation is ongoing. We’ll have updates at each meeting with
recruitment of workers going on every day.

In February, we will host a Candidates Forum so you (and others) can hear
candidates who have opposition in the Democratic and Republican primaries
share their background and answer questions posed by the League and the
community.

March brings a parade to begin the celebration of our nationally recognized
100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment.

In April, LWV will host a community forum focusing on water quality, and in
May, we will elect several new Board members and install them at our Annual
Meeting.

Your support and involvement in the League is important!

President’s Message
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December Membership Meeting
Highlights

By Sue Williams
LWV-CC is partnering with the Corpus Christi Public Libraries, Delta Sigma Theta, AAUW,

and YWCA to present an historical exhibit titled Women’s Right to Vote: Celebrating the U.S.
Suffrage Movement, 1848–1920. The core of the design team consists of Sue Williams, Linda
Snider, and Vickie Natale working with Laura Garcia, Director of Libraries.

The display will consist of 20 panels of documents focusing on the events and suffragists
who were instrumental to the success of achieving the final passage of the 19th Amendment.
After months of research and sorting through thousands of documents, the team is in the
process of narrowing down the selection of highlighted events beginning with the first convention
in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848 and ending with the final ratification of the 19th Amendment
just weeks before the 1920 presidential election.

The display will be moved to La Retama Library in April and rotate to the other five libraries
for two or three weeks each through August 21.  It will then be made available for the August
28th Women’s Equality Day Dinner celebrating  the National Observance of the 100th Anniversary
of the Passage of the 19th Amendment.

Historical Exhibit To Be Displayed March 5-30 at Courthouse

Thanks to Errol Summerlin for providing an
overview of current heavy industry and the many
expansions and new facilities being proposed or
under construction in the region.

He included a discussion of  petrochemical plants
eyeing to locate in the Coastal Bend and the efforts
of the Port, local government, and Regional
Economic Development Corporation to attract them,
including proposals to build seawater desalination
facilities to supply millions of gallons of water
required to operate.

The presentation was not against economic
growth and prosperity but rather measured, diverse
growth that minimizes the impact on the quality of
life that we enjoy in the Coastal Bend.

Summerlin said, “The rapid, unfettered, and in
my opinion, reckless heavy industrial growth will
have major impacts on our natural resources, such
as our water supply, and irreversible impacts to our
bays, estuaries, wildlife, and public health. When
our leaders look at this expansion, they concentrate
on the amount of dollars that industry brings to the
table. CAPE (Coastal Alliance to Protect Our
Environment) concentrates on the physical facilities
themselves and the resultant air emissions, industrial
wastewater discharges, and threats to public health.”

Thanks to League member Debbie Stevens for taking photos at the
December 12 meeting: (above left and clockwise: speaker Errol
Summerlin; Summerlin greets LWV-CC President Anne Stewart;
Drs. Teresa and Jim Klein of Del Mar College hold a CAPE
display showing industrial expansions in the area; Dr. Mary Jane
Garza with the US Census gives an update on employment
available to support the Census plan.

(Submitted by Anne Stewart)
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League Welcomes City Manager Zanoni
Corpus Christi City Manager

Peter Zanoni addressed 100
attendees of the LWV membership
lunch on November 12, 2019.

Topics included information
related to Capital work projects,
sidewalks, street improvements, a
new master plan for Bill Witt Park
plus taxes and staying within budget.

Mrs. LaJuana Zanoni also in
attendance at  the luncheon
meeting, plans to become an active
community member as well as a
member of the League.  Welcome,
Mrs. Zanoni!

Thanks to Peggy Banales and
Maria Jimenez, co-VPs for Program,
for confirming the speaking
engagement and handling details
for the meeting.

By Lois Huff, Event Chair

Please save the evening of Friday, August 28, 2020,
for the upcoming community-wide celebration honoring
women gaining the right to vote 100 years ago on August
26, 1920.  Fun, food, great speakers, and a silent auc-
tion.

The planning committee has members from LWV-CC,
AAUW, YWCA and Delta Theta Sigma. At our most
recent meeting, we discussed how to make this event
affordable for all of our members.

Plan now to join us and to bring friends...and family
members along.   League committee members include
Sylvia Whitworth, Sandra Heatherley, Annell Neale, Anne
Stewart, and Lois Huff.

If you have an item to donate to the silent auction or
wish to help plan this important event, please contact
Lois Huff, 361-774-1500.

Save the Date:
Friday, August 28, 2020

Thanks to League member Debbie Noble for providing these photos. (Above and clockwise)
Mr. Zanoni poses with League President Anne Stewart; Alice Hawkins, LaJuana and Peter
Zanoni, Margo Schmidt; Peggy Banales introduces speaker; Adrianna Escamilla of the Port
and Linda Falwell Stover of CBCIL; Sandra Heatherley, Raul Ramirez, and Rebecca Huerta.

 STATE CONVENTION
League members from

throughout the state are
invited to register and

attend the biennial League
of Women Voters of Texas

2020 Convention.

When:
Friday-Sunday

April 17-19, 2020

Where:
Austin, TX

Information about lodging,
registration, workshops,

guest speakers, and more
will be posted on the state

website soon.
www.lwvtx.org
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By Debbie Noble, Director/Website-Social Media

We are taught from an early age that our free speech is
guaranteed by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of grievances.

“No law abridging the freedom of speech or of the press.”
But what does that really mean for individuals in our society?
What does it mean for you and me?

I tend to think of it the way most of our “freedom” works.
My freedom ends where yours begins. I can do whatever I
want as long as I don’t infringe on someone else’s rights. Our
defamation laws exist to protect those freedoms -- we cannot
say or write things that we know to be untrue to deliberately
harm someone’s reputation or livelihood.

We learn about other countries where people are
imprisoned, banished, or even killed for speaking out against
the government. We very much take for granted that nothing
like that will happen to us in our country. Our first amendment
clearly prevents our government from doing that.

Many Americans go so far as to act as though it is their
civic duty to speak out against their government! But the
amendment is not wordy or specific. Even our Supreme Court
has to occasionally deal with what the first amendment means
from a legal perspective. According to uscourts.gov, the courts
have, over time, decided a few acts of speech that are
specifically protected and a few that are specifically not. They
cite the relevant court cases on the site, but basically, they
are:
Freedom of speech...
• allows you to not salute the flag and to burn the flag, but not
to burn a draft card;
• allows you to wear black armbands to school to protest war

but not to print articles in school newspapers over
administration objections;
• and allows you to advocate illegal drug use or to make
obscene speeches at school events.

You can use certain offensive words to convey political
messages and contribute money to political campaigns and
say what you want to advertise commercial products and
services, but making and distributing pornography or inciting
people to harmful actions (like shouting “fire!” in a crowded
venue) is not permitted.

While the government may not be allowed to imprison
you for speaking your mind, you are not entitled to a platform
for your speech. You are not promised access or space on
any social media, website, newspaper, magazine, or on any
stage at any venue. No one is obligated to give you a
microphone (or a megaphone) and they are certainly not
obligated to listen to you.

I think that anyone who claims free speech after
deliberately saying something they know is offensive or
contrary or controversial is forgetting that while it may be legal
for them to do so, it is not necessarily without consequences.

What you choose to say aloud is part of who you are and
part of your personality. And people use their perceptions of
who you are to decide whether to hire or fire you, whether to
purchase your goods and services or go elsewhere, whether
to be friends with you or not. They decide whether to
recommend you, like you, trust you, invite you, ignore you, or
pass you over.

Although there is a difference between facts and opinions,
and we can debate endlessly the rights of people to hold bad
opinions or spread false facts, in this country we also defend
endlessly people’s freedom to express all of it.

Like any freedom or power given to us, it is imperative to
use it responsibly. Use it for the power of good and not for the
power of evil. Speak your mind when you feel it is important or
necessary. Treat others the way you would wish to be treated.
And always be prepared for consequences to your words and
actions.

Freedom of Speech Must Be Used Responsibly

              Banquete High School
Voter Registration

LWV-CC members (l-r) Liz Riggle, Elisa Gonzalez,
and Sylvia Campos took a road trip to Banquete last
week to conduct a voter registration event at Banquete
High School. They registered 15 new Nueces County
voters at the first LWV-CC voter registration event of
2020. February 3 is the last day to register to vote in
the March 2020 Primary.

Raul Ramirez, Voter Registration Chair, and his
committee are building the Spring ’20 calendar which
will include all Nueces County high schools, the
Barefoot Mardi Gras Parade, the South Texas Food
Truck Fest, ArtWalks, and more.
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Be sure to LIKE and SHARE the posts
on the League’s Facebook Page.

UNOPPOSED REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES
Michael Cloud (R), US Representative, District 27
Judy Cutright (R), Texas Senate, District 20
Todd Hunter (R), State Representative, District 32
James Hernandez (R), State Representative, District 34
Greg Perkes (R), District Judge, 29th Judicial District
Inna Klein (R), District Judge, 214th Judicial District
Jenny P. Dorsey (R), Nueces County Attorney
JC Hooper (R), Nueces County Sheriff
Kevin Kieschnick (R), Nueces County Tax Assessor/Collector
Carolyn Vaughn (R), Nueces County Commissioner,
   Precinct 1
Richard H. Mitchell (R), Nueces County Commissioner,
   Precinct 3
Manuel (Manny) Rangel (R), Justice of the Peace,
    Precinct 1, Place 1
Jo Woolsey (R), Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2, Place 1
James Robertson (R), Nueces County Constable, Precinct 1
Oscar Mendoza (R), Nueces County Constable, Precinct 5

UNOPPOSED DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES
Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa (D), State Senator, District 20
Eric Holguin (D), State Representative, District 32
Abel Herrero (D), State Representative, District 34
Nanette Hasette (D), District Judge, 28th Judicial District
Deborah Rios (D), District Judge, 347th Judicial District
Mark A. Gonzalez (D), District Attorney, 105th Judicial District
David Torres (D), Nueces County Sheriff
Robert Hernandez (D), Nueces County Commissioner,
   Precinct 1
Joe Benavides (D), Justice of the Peace Precinct 1, Place 1
David “Matt” Farias (D), Justice of the Peace Precinct 2,
   Place 1
Robert (Bobby) Gonzalez (D), Justice of the Peace
    Precinct 5, Place 1
Dwayne Sada (D), Nueces County Constable, Precinct 2
Jimmy Rivera (D), Nueces County Constable, Precinct 3
Frank Flores, III (D), Nueces County Constable, Precinct 5

How Can I Learn
About the Candidates?

Several excellent resources are available to provide information
about candidates seeking election in the March 3 Primary, and two
of those resources include the LWV-CC Voters Guides.
The League is committing about $1,600 to produce two Voters Guides.
Both are nonpartisan and will include responses written by the
candidates to questions posed by the League.

The printed Voters Guide will have 20 pages printed on news-
print, featuring only those candidates who have opposition in either
the Democratic or Republican Primary. The League will print 6,000
guides that will be distributed free of charge  at more than 20 sites
throughout Nueces County.

The other Voters Guide will be available on the VOTE 411 online
system funded by the LWVUS.  The VOTE 411 guide will feature
all candidates seeking election, whether they are opposed or
unopposed in the March 3 Primary.  Voters can access VOTE411 at
www.VOTE411.org.

Show at right in the box are the political races which have
opposed candidates.  The listings below show the names and races
of unopposed Republican and Democratic candidates.

Candidates facing opposition in the
Democratic or Republican primary ballot
on March 3 will be featured in the
League’s  printed Voters Guide and
invited to participate in the Feb. 13
Candidates Forum.
The races include:

US Representative, District 27
(two DEM candidates)

District Judge, 347th Judicial District
(two GOP candidates)

District Attorney, 105th Judicial District
(two  GOP candidates)

County Attorney (two DEM candidiates)
Nueces County Commissioner, Precinct 3,

 (2 DEM candidates)
Constable, Pct. 1 (2 DEM candidates)\
Constable, Pct.  2 (four GOP candidates)
Constable, Pct. 4 (3 GOP candidates)
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Volunteer
Tasks

Identified

SAVE THE DATE: February 20 Meeting
Plan to attend the Thursday, February 20, LWV-CC

membership luncheon to hear Libby Averyt talk about
“Leadership in South Texas.” The meeting will be at the
Del Mar College Center for Economic Development,
located at Kostoryz and South Staples, across from W.B.
Ray High School.

Averyt has lived in Corpus Christi for more than 33
years, working for much of that time at the Corpus Christi
Caller-Times as a journalist, editor, sales leader, and Presi-
dent and Publisher.  She retired from the newspaper in
2017 and joined United Way of the Coastal Bend.

   MEMBERSHIP  UPDATE

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS:
Lori Lee Garcia, Individual
Valerie Gibbons, Individual
Sandra Hill, Sustaining
Jenny Dorsey, Individual
Adrianna Escamilla and Nelda Olivo, Port Authority

THANKS TO THESE RENEWING MEMBERS:
Debbie Noble, Individual
Gloria Montalvo, Individual

NOTE:  This is a continuing list of membership renewals and new
members received since May 2019 that have been acknowledged in
the monthly VOTER.  If you have not renewed your League member-
ship for 2019-2020, please do so immediately.  If questions, please
contact Member Services VP Sandra Heatherley or Treasurer Annell
Neale.

Wednesday
April 1, 2020

US CENSUS DAY

Libby Averyt

She currently is President and CEO of United Way of the Coastal Bend and is
chair-elect of the United Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce. Averyt also was
appointed last year to fill a vacancy on the Del Mar College Board of Regents.

February will be a busy month for
the League as a couple dozen League
members step up to help distribute
local and state Voters Guides and help
provide manpower at the February 13
Candidates Forum.

VOTER GUIDES
The local guide, to be printed by

the Caller-Times, is expected to be ready
for pickup at the newspaper’s loading
dock downtown around Feb. 10-11.

A designated number of copies of
the state guide, which will feature state-
wide candidates seeking election, has
been ordered and will be shipped to
LWV-CC by the state League about the
same time.

The Voter Services team will have
a list prepared showing the delivery lo-
cation and the number of guides (bundled
in 50s and 100s) to be left at each
designated site. Please volunteers to help
if you can.

CANDIDATES FORUM
Volunteer tasks needed for the

Candidates Forum on Thursday evening,
Feb. 13, (6-9:15 p.m.) include greeters,
registration desk helpers, timekeepers,
question reviewers, and volunteers who
distribute and pick up index cards inside
Council Chambers from audience
members wanting to submit questions.

It’s a fun and educational
evening...and you’ll meet the candidates
as well as community members.  Save
the date and plan to help at the Forum.
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL FORM
                LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS - CORPUS CHRISTI AREA

PO Box 8276  •   Corpus Christi, TX 78468-8276

LWV-CC membership runs June 1 to May 31 and supports local, state and national LWV actions to Empower Voters and Defend
Democracy.  We welcome your membership.  Please complete this form and return it to the League at the address noted above.

Date: _____________________________

Select Member type and remit payment or visit: http://www.lwv-cc-org/JoinRenewOnline.html

      Individual $60   Household (2 people, same address) $90 Individual Sustaining $100
      Student $5   Friend of the League $30 (without voting privileges)

Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________   Zip Code: ___________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ___________________ Cell: _____________________  Work: ________________________

I prefer to attend: Luncheon Meetings _____ Dinner Meetings _____

I’m interested in volunteering my help with one or more of the following activities:

      Register Voters Prepare/Distribute Voters Guides Organize Candidate/Issue Forums

       Advocate for Issues Investigate Issues/Conduct Studies Network/Facilitate Community Dialogues

      Budget/Fundraising Media/Communications Membership Services

      Governance/Bylaws Observer Corps (monitor local government meetings)

      Special/Community Projects               Attend Austin “Lobby Days” During Legislative Session

      Train/Serve as Nueces County Volunteer Deputy Registrar Advertise in Monthly VOTER Newsletter *

* Note: Business card ads in the monthly VOTER newsletter are priced at $100 for 10 issues.

REMINDER:  Your Membership Renewal Matters!
LWV-Corpus Christi was established in 1946 and has been the “go to” organization for
nonpartisan Voter Guides and candidate forums for the past 74 years.  Your continued
support of LWV-CC, through your annual membership dues, ensures that we continue
addressing our mission and serving the community. Your local League membership makes
you also a member of the League of Women Voters-Texas (LWVTX) and the the League of
Women Voters-US (LWVUS)

The League’s membership year is June 1 through May 31.  Send your membership dues payment
plus the membership renewal form below to:

LWV-CC (Attn: Treasurer)
PO Box 8276
Corpus Christi, TX 78468


