Discussion Questions 
Ethics 
The California Code of Judicial Ethics (https://www.sjcourts.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/JudicialCodeofEthics.pdf) governs judicial conduct. Is it adequate and effective? 
What are the most important ethical considerations when appointing judges/justices? 
How do judges/justices ensure their impartiality in high-profile cases? 
How does the Code of Judicial Ethics impact a judge's/justice’s extrajudicial activities both personally and professionally? 
What mechanisms are in place to enforce ethical standards for judges/justices? 
Judge Shopping 
Should a plaintiff have the freedom to choose where they bring their complaint? 
Could faster and more informed rulings be achieved if the courts encouraged judges to specialize? 
Representation
 If a judge/justice does not have the same life experiences as the people who bring cases to their Court, can that judge be fair? When and under what conditions? 
How would you know if a judge made unfair rulings? 
Are sentencing disparities a useful measure of unfairness across our judicial system? 
What are some advantages and disadvantages of nominating judges/Justices from a broad array of law schools? Do you think there are trade-offs? 
Miscellaneous
How much should public opinion weigh on a court ruling? For example, if the majority of Americans favor background checks before gun purchases, should the court take that into consideration? 
What role does partisan politics play in the selection of federal judges? What role should partisan politics play? 
Disclaimer: This is a sampling of questions provided by LWV-US for the 2025 Federal Judicial Study. They have been adapted for our book club discussion of “Her Honor.” 
