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PRIMARY ELECTION WRAP-UP

Almost six times as many voters voted by mail in
recent elections compared to two years ago. A
Sunshine Law request of local election authorities
found that many ballots for the June 2 municipal
elections were rejected. This prompted an offer to
help the St. Louis County Election Board. In the
week before the Aug. 4 primary, League members
called hundreds of county voters whose absentee
ballot requests were rejected to inform them of
options to vote in person.

During this pandemic, the League has to do more
than ever before to educate confused voters.
We've added a Voter Education Center to our web
site at Iwvstl.org. It includes video on how to regis-
ter to vote, request an absentee ballot, use
VOTE411, and a PSA on reasons to vote. We also
prepared more than 2,500 voter registration
packets to give the Urban League, Circle of Concern
and other food distribution centers.

Members Jennifer Lohman and Sharyon Tyuse
were panelists for an excellent virtual town hall
with the YWCA: “Your Voice, Your Vote, Your
Future” that had 1,650 participants. We’re also
working with Gabe Fleisher on ways to educate
young people about citizenship. The Metro League
sponsors his Wake Up to Politics pod cast on St.
Louis Public Radio, including an Aug. 5 panel on
the youth vote.
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Kathleen Farrell and many other League members

volunteered with Election Protection.

So farin 2020, we’ve sent more than 20,000 emails
and text messages to remind people to vote.

We loaned no-contact thermometers to the A.
Phillip Randolph Institute to allow them to safely
continue their rides-to-the-polls program.

We cosponsored three “United We Vote”
candidate forums with graduate chapters of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority (Gamma Omega and Omi-
cron Theta Omega), the St. Louis Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and Westside
Community Baptist Church. They were moderated
by radio host Isis Jones with each viewed by more
than 2,100 voters on Facebook Live.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch published the Voter’s
Guide for the primary on July 23. We distributed
5,000 extra copies even with many of our normal
distribution sites closed. We hope to have the
online guide, VOTE411.0org, up in early October.



http://www.facebook.com/lwvstl

IN LEAGUE REPORTER  August 2020

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It seems impossible that it is already August and we have survived two elections during the pandemic!

A huge thank you to everyone who picked up a Yes on 2 yard sign in the office or worked to pass Medicaid
Expansion. The 53 percent was a bit too close for comfort, but in spite of the recent negative, misleading
comments by the opposition, the caring people of Missouri prevailed. Now the challenge will be keeping an
eye on the legislature to make sure it is implemented in 2021.

During the week preceding the election, members of the League sorted through hundreds of - still
untouched in their envelopes - to find those rejected for no signature, no address or address box checked, or
no notary seal if one was required. We then looked up phone numbers and called these individuals,
informing them that they could come to the Board of Elections in St. Ann or any of the county’s four satellite
polling locations to correct their ballot or spoil it to vote on a new one. Many thanks to the 29 League
members who volunteered. At least 100 voters corrected their ballots at the drive-by site in St. Ann.

During the sheltering, spacing and masking requirements of this time, the League has still been educating
the public and defending democracy. Since March 1, we’ve given 23 Speaker Bureau presentations, mostly
on Zoom, on a variety of topics. We moderated seven candidate forums. Managing and maneuvering the
Zoom meetings and webinar have been a challenge. Looking forward, we’ll be adding more radio spots and
digital billboards to educate the public. LWVUS is actively involved in supporting state and local leagues in
redistricting battles, which for us is defeating the (un)clean Amendment # 3.

The League position of “Yes on 2” and “No on 3” brings up the question about whether or not there’s an
Amendment 1. For your information, the legislature put Amendment #1 on the Nov. 3 ballot to set term
limits for state officials. A “yes” vote supports this constitutional amendment to limit the lieutenant
governor, secretary of state, state auditor and attorney general to two terms. A “no” vote opposes this
constitutional amendment, thereby keeping the two-term limit on the governor and state treasurer but not
other state executive offices.

This month many of our committees are meeting and several are re-examining their Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion (DEI) priorities following the Racial Justice Resolution adopted at LWVUS Convention in June. We
hope to have several different groups target specific areas of this issue.

We are looking forward to the events planned on August 26 when we celebrate Women’s Suffrage Day and
the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment. Many organizations and businesses are celebrating the 100"
with special displays and events.

We know that everyone is anxious to return to pre-COVID methods for voter registrations, meetings and
presentations after there’s a vaccine. We appreciate everyone’s flexibility and willingness to help. Stay safe
and remember to mask up.

—Nancy J. Miller and Louise Wilkerson, Co-Presidents
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NEW LWVUS POSITION: TRANSFER OF FEDERAL PUBLIC LANDS

The New Mexico League of Women Voters’ Transfer of Federal Public Lands position was adopted through
concurrence at the LWVUS virtual Convention held June 25 - 27. The concurrence process is designed to al-
low positions developed through state and local League studies to be adopted by Leagues at any level with-
out duplicating time- and resource-heavy studies. Adoption through concurrence at the LWVUS convention
allows any state or local League to advocate on this issue immediately. The position states:

The League believes that federal public lands should benefit all Americans. The lands should remain under the
jurisdiction of the federal government and be managed according to the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield
policy. We support improvements in management and regulation.

Federal law allows for the sale or exchange of federal lands if it is in the public interest. Prior to any transfer,
a comprehensive assessment that covers the following issues should be performed:

1. Environmental analysis, including air and water quality, biodiversity, endangered and threatened species
Health impact

Environmental justice
Suitability of proposed land use
Subsurface resources
Financial/economic impacts
Cultural resources

Public access
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Management for fire and other natural disasters

10. Tribal consultation ; ‘:ﬁ

The League is opposed to the sale of federal lands to private entities except for small tracts surrounded by
nonfederal lands.

The League is opposed to the transfer of subsurface rights to the state or other entities. Any development of
subsurface rights on federal land should benefit all Americans.

America’s Public lands (615.3 million acres) are managed by agencies such as the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM), Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), National Park Service (NPS) in the Department of the Interior
(DOI), Forest Service (FS) in the Department of Agriculture, and the Department of Defense (DOD) (excluding
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers). Millions of Americans use these lands to spend time with their families,
graze their animals, and enjoy the great outdoors. Federal oversight conserves and protects animals, plants,
lands, and resources, while making them available for public use.

Last summer if this position had been available, we could have used it to strengthen our opposition to the
sale of property next to the Katy Trail to a private developer in St Charles. This was federal land used for
WWII weapons development that was transferred to Missouri for use by the University of Missouri and for
recreation.

—Miickey Croyle, Environmental Quality (EQ) Committee

ENVIRONMENTAL TIP OF THE MONTH

Put on a mask and save someone’s life. Change your behavior now and reap the benefits later.
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VOTERS SAID YES ON 2

On August 4, Missouri became the 38th state to
approve Medicaid Expansion. Voters approved
Amendment 2 by a vote of 622,036 to 580,969. This
will make it easier for 230,000 low-income
Missourians to see their doctors and receive needed
medical services next year.

Experiences in other states have shown improved
health outcomes and cost savings. In Missouri, more
than 90,000 children and 23,000 adults lost their
coverage in the past year.

Missouri has turned away over $15.5 billion which
could have been used to improve our health care.
The Center for Health Economics and Policy at
Washington University analysis found it budget
neutral with possible savings of $39 million. Other
independent studies have shown cost savings could
reach S1 billion per year by 2026.

NO ON
NO biRTY
53 [MISSOURI

Cole County Circuit Judge Patricia S. Joyce heard
arguments on Aug. 7 for a citizens' challenge to
ballot language legislators included in SJR38. The
ballot summary stresses that it bans lobbyists gifts
without indicating that Clean Missouri capped
those at S5. It also says it limits campaign contribu-
tions, but that’s a $100 reduction just for contribu-
tions to state senate candidates. It claims to create
a new independent commissions but instead in-
creases the number of partisan map-drawers. The
League is very concerned about adding “one person
one vote” to the Constitution since it could lead to
non-citizens and children under 18 years old not
being counted when legislative districts are drawn.

VOTING RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT ACT

The Voting Rights Advancement Act (HR 4) restores
the full protections of the original, bipartisan Voting
Rights Act of 1965. The VRA was last reauthorized by
Congress in 2006, but gutted by the Supreme Court
in 2013’s Shelby v Holder decision.

HR 4 was passed by the House of Representatives
and received by the Senate in December 2019. It is
pending in the Senate Judiciary Committee.

The right to vote is one of the most significant
freedoms we enjoy as a representative democracy.

Please write, text and/or call Senator Josh Hawley,
who is a member of this committee,. Ask him to
work to bring our nation into greater alignment with
its founding principles by bringing this Act onto the
Senate floor for a vote.

—Joan Hubbard, Chairman Early Voting Committee

NEED FOR MORE ELECTION FUNDING

The HEROES Act approved by the U.S. House
includes provisions to allocate $3.6 billion to
expand vote-by-mail options, extend in-person
early voting, ensure safe, accessible polling places,
expand online and same-day registration and
educate voters about their voting options for the
November 2020 election.

Missouri Senator Roy Blunt invited Rick Stream ,
Republican Director of Elections for St. Louis
County, to testify in a Senate Rules &
Administration Committee hearing on July 22.
Stream said, “Because of the rapidly changing
circumstances and our desire to communicate
those changes to our voters, we are incurring
unprecedented costs.”

Encourage Senator Blunt to provide additional
federal aid for state and local governments to
make sure the Nov. 3 election is safe and secure.
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CELEBRATE THE VOTE e The Missouri Botanical

) ) Garden will designate a
Many public suffrage celebrations had to be

cancelled due to COVID-19, but the League’s
centennial committee has come up with several

yellow rose in the Gladney
Rose Garden near the
entrance as the “Suffrage

innovative ways to mark the 100" Anniversary of Rose.”

the 19th Amendment.

e Members who belong to a
church with a bell should ask if the bells could
ring at noon in honor of women voters.

e The St. Louis Wheel agreed to our request
to use purple, gold and white lights (suffrage
colors) on August 26. The “Forward into Light”
Campaign arranged special lighting for the e Contact the office if you’re interested in being

Statue of Liberty and Golden Gate Bridge. part of a media event on Aug. 26.

TO FINISH THE FIGHT

On Sunday, Sept. 13, at 7 pm, former LWVUS President Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins will
speak about her book, The Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of Women
Voters. Watch for a link to register for this webinar. This event was originally
scheduled for May 3 at the Missouri History Museum.

There may be special docent tours of the museum’s Beyond the Ballot exhibit for up
to 50 members of the League's Hundredth Anniversary Hundred Dollar Club.

The museum’s new Beyond the Ballot exhibit features a large mural of a voter
registration rally at the Old Courthouse that was held on Sept. 13, 1919, to register
women to vote for the first time.

Agnes Garino and Jean Dugan at the History Museum. See more exhibit photos on Page 6.
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BEYOND THE BALLOT EXHIBIT OPEN AT MISSOURI HISTORY MUSEUM

\ Exhibit Manager Katie Moon focused on exploring women’s unique roles in St.
Louis history. The second half of the exhibit traces the long history of the fight for
woman’s suffrage and the events leading up to the final passage of the 19th

Amendment in August 1920.

The League’s
autographed copy
of History of
Suffrage is part

of the exhibit.

HISTORY OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE, 1902

Susan B. Anthony made lifelong friendships with
1en iovolved in the sdffrage

| I N . » 1 L ou
BEYON D-'I - } ad the city frequently.
T } ] - - B e auto spy of her book Histary
THE BALL ' - gave it to Edno Gelthorn,
L g e , e Suffrage Leagy
B - is of

ST. LOUIS Ao SUFFRAGE

| T

BEYOND
€ BALLOT

Agnes Garino gazes
at the exhibits.

Can you identify any of the League members in this photo from a 1964 GOTV

parade?
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BOOK CHAT ON ELECTION INSIDERS

Join us Sunday, August 30, 7:00 — 8:00 pm [via Zoom]!

As a League member, you know a lot about elections and voting. But there’s even

more to learn, because fair and secure elections depend, to a great extent, on the

people working behind the scenes—people the public doesn’t see and may not even
MISSOUR WOl know exist. League volunteer Gloria Bilchik’s new book,

: Election Insiders: Behind the Scenes with the People Who

Make Your Vote Count, is an entertaining, deep dive into

the backstage world of voting.

discussion!

The League will again offer free notary services in the office before the
Nov. 3 election. Joan Kelly Horn is one of our volunteer notaries
(pictured with a St. Louis city voter).

If you’ve had a chance to read it, or even if you haven't,

Gloria Shur Bilchik

Election
Insiders

you’re invited to a conversation about what Gloria
observed in a year behind the scenes at St. Louis County election headquarters,
and about your own experiences as a voter or an election worker. It will be a lively

Contact the office if you're interested in checking out a copy. If you’d like to
purchase the book, it’s available in paperback and e-book formats at
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, GooglePlay, and by curbside pickup at Novel Neighbor.

September 22 is National Voter
Registration Day. The League is
working with area libraries to
provide info packets and curbside
voter registration on Saturday,
Sept. 26.

The deadline to register for the
Nov. 3 election is Oct. 7. That’s
also the date the League is
recommending voters request an
absentee or mail-in ballot.

For more information, go to
Iwvstl.org.
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VIRTUAL CANDIDATE FORUMS FOR THE AUGUST PRIMARY

“Where there’s a will there’s a way” and it’s always the League’s will to provide voters with a way to learn

about candidates seeking election by hearing them speak and answer questions from the public. So, in spite
of the obstacle of COVID-19, the League moderated three forums for candidates who were running for office
in the August 4th Primary Election. Candidates in races for the Democratic nomination for St. Louis County

Executive, seats in District 2 and

| District 4 on the St. Louis County
Council, and Missouri State
Senator in the 5™ District all went
before the public on Zoom.
Questions were submitted by the
audience in advance of the forums
and each candidate was given the
opportunity to answer the
questions and provide opening
and closing statements. Thanks to
Kathleen Farrell, Nancy Miller and
Louise Wilkerson for moderating
the forums and to Yvette Kell for

Nancy Miller moderated this virtual candidate forum for State Senate
District 5 on July 30.

hosting the League’s Webinar site.
—Barbara Harris

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REFLECTIONS

The League office is open for business. I've been
answering questions from confused voters,
notarizing absentee and mail-in ballots, and
distributing Yes on 2 yard signs. The election

committee has tackled a number of voting issues.

Helpful videos and recordings of our virtual
candidate forums are posted on lwvstl.org. The
centennial committee has been active planning
activities to mark Women’s Equality Day on
August 26. The League’s awesome voter registra-
tion team continue to register new citizens and
prepare
packets for

12 mask distri-
bution sites.

While COVID-19 hasn’t slowed us down much, it
has presented some challenges. Bookkeeper
Chantal Hoffsten continues to work from home as
she recovers from the virus.

Meetings just aren’t the same on Zoom. It’s a
challenge to reach voters as well as stay in touch
with members. Send an email to league@Ilwvstl.org
if you have any suggestions

We're disappointed that the Sept. 13 event at the
Missouri History Museum is going virtual. The
League’s Voter Girl project with the Girl Scouts is on
hold until larger groups are able to meet in person.

Now that the primary is over, we can focus on
defeating Amendment 3 (Dirty Missouri) in
November. I’'m hoping for a slowdown in August,
but we'll be full speed ahead in September.

—Jean Dugan, Executive Director
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THANK YOU LWVSTL SOCIAL MEDIA AMBASSADORS!

Thank you to everyone who is sharing the Facebook posts and Tweets and Instagram posts from our
League. Social media is playing a role, and will continue to play a role, in the discussions around issues, and

many of those issues will be decided in the November election. Continue the good work!

“Like” or “Follow” the League at Facebook.com/Iwvstl and invite and share with friends. The
League wants everyone to know that their vote matters. Elections matter and have conse-
guences. We want everyone to know that their elected officials need to hear from them.

NEW MEMBER MEET-N-GREET

All new members are invited to a Zoom meeting
to learn about the League of Women Voters and
meet League leaders. It will be Wednesday,
August 12" from 6:30-8pm.

—Angie Dunlap

NPV COMMITTEE

The national Popular Vote Interstate Compact is
an ongoing state and national action goal.

The NPV committee spent a good part of May and
June developing a strategic plan.

We used email as our communication vehicle.
Later in the month, the committee will come
together via Zoom to determine how we will use

it in the coming months.
—Sydell Shayer, NVP Chair

—Angie Dunlap

CHECK OUT LWV FACE MASKS

In the photo below, Catherine Stenger and Cyndy
Lenz model their new League face masks. They are
for sale for $10 in the League office or at
Iwvmissouri.org. The state League also has other

League and suffrage merchandise on sale.

VOTER REGISTRATION STARTS UP AGAIN

e

After a few months of just providing voter registration packets to the courts, League volunteers are again

registering new citizens to vote. This Naturalization Ceremony was July 10.

9


http://www.lwvmissouri.org

IN LEAGUE REPORTER  August 2020

NEW MEMBERS

Amelia Beckmann
St. Louis, MO 63119
amelia@ameliasmusic.com

Denise Bihr
Crestwood, MO 63126
dbihr35@gmail.com

Kathryn Bucklen
St. Louis, MO 63112
katiebucklen@mac.com

Meg Colloton
St. Louis, MO 63109
megcolloton@sbcglobal.net

Madonna Cotlar
St. Louis, MO 63105
madonnacotlar@gmail.com

Kimberly Crank
Des Peres, MO 63131
kimcrank@hotmail.com

Joan Flesh
St. Louis, MO 63122
joanflesh@yahoo.com

Judith Gallagher
St. Louis, MO 63110
gallagj@shcglobal.net

Kathleen Garcia
St. Louis, MO 63139
kgarcia3.9@att.net

Karen D. Hill
St. Charles, MO 63301
khille8 @att.net

Ronald Hill
Florissant, MO 63034
louisew@sbcglobal.net

Joan Kelly Horn
St. Louis, MO 63144
jkhorn123@gmail.com

Ellen Howe
St. Louis, MO 63130
ellen@theromegroup.com

Ashleigh Johnson
St. Louis, MO 63143
ashleigh.njohnson@gmail.com

Barry Larson
St. Louis, MO 63131
bearinthewoods@mac.com

Sarah Manuel
St. Louis, MO 63139
sarah.manuel3@gmail.com

Alexander Massie
St. Louis, MO 63116
plexer88@gmail.com

Beverly McClain
St. Louis, MO 63104
BeverlyMcclain.stl@gmail.com

Paul Metzler
St. Louis, MO 63119
paul.metzler2010@gmail.com

Gloria Oldani
Bridgeton, MO 63044
josephine.oldani@doc.org

Vicki Petkovich
St. Louis, MO 63105
vepetkovich@att.net

Emily Rapp
Clayton, MO 63105
emilyrapp@sbcglobal.net

Debbie Roesch
St. Louis, MO 63105
dsroesch@yahoo.com

Emily Rogier
St. Louis, MO 63139
emily.rogier@gmail.com

Mary Roth
St. Louis, MO 63122
mnaccmroth@gmail.com

Sherry Taylor
St. Louis, MO 63119
shercurt@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

The League thanks Linda McKay for making a donation last month in memory of Georgia Archibald.
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THANKS, VOLUNTEERS!

Volunteers have done a variety of tasks this month. Many distributed voter’s guides and worked on Election
Protection efforts. Others helped notarize ballots, prepare voter registration packets, and conduct virtual
candidate forums. Special thanks to Renee Banage, Garrie Barr, Kathleen Bibins, Gloria Bilchik, Stefany Brot,
Jill Brown, Dixie Buford, Christina Capstick, James Carroll, Jan Cerney, Andrea Clark, Jim Clark, Marsha Clark,
Lisa Collier, Marj Courtney, Cheri Crockett, Jack Crockett, Mickey Croyle, Don Crozier, Marj Courtney, Joe
Dugan, Angie Dunlap, Caitlyn Eason, Christine Eason, Richard Eason, Janet Edwards, Kathleen Farrell, Ellen
Fischbach, Gabe Fleisher, Susan Fluegel, Karen Francis, Carol Frohlichstein, Lou Galloway, Gloria Garidel, Agnes
Garino, Mary Jo Geary, Diane Gregory, Eve Golden, Jenny Gurney, Linda Hanson, Barbara Harris, Kate Hatfield,
Michelle Heidorn, Joan Kelly Horn, Debby Howard, Joan Hubbard, Nancy Hutchins, Nancy Jennings, Kelsey
Johnston, Mary Karr, Deborah Katz, Sally Keasler, Yvette Kell, Janet King, Renate Langer, Meredith Langlitz,
Debra Cannamore Lee, Kim Lee, Cyndy Lenz, Mary Leopold, Cynthia Lloyd, Dorothy Lockard, Jennifer Slavik
Lohman, Gene McClendon, Linda McDaniel, Margo McNeil, Cindy Menkhus, Kay Meyer, Nancy Miller, Dianne
Modrell, Gretchen Moser, Rebecca Now, Sherri Pogue, Nancy Price, Kathy Quinn, Barbara Rehkop, Sarah Riss,
Peggy Robb, Ann Ross, Irma Ruebling, Jennifer Rushing, Anne Sappington, Cathy Satkowski, Lynn Schields,
Donna Schwarz, Sydell Shayer, Becky Shimony, Judith Smart, Steve Smith, Pat Soraghan, Neva Sprung, Britany
Stamps, Catherine Stenger, Lisa Stenger, Beth Sturgeon, Susan Tebb, Pam Todorovich, Rosalind Turner, Laurie
Velasquez, Suzanne Vanderhoef, Marilyn Vollet, Sheri Weintrop, K Wentzien, Sue Williams, Louise Wilkerson,
Cindy Wunderlich, Rafia Zafar.

CALENDAR
Aug. 12: New Member Meet & Greet, 6:30 pm on Zoom.
Aug. 15: Education Committee, 10 am on Zoom. Contact Susan Turk at susangturk@yahoo.com.
Aug. 15: Environmental Quality Committee, 1 pm on Zoom. Contact Mickey Croyle at erwincroyle.net..

Aug. 26: Women'’s Suffrage Day, marking the day in 1919 that Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby certified
the 19th Amendment. LWV of Metro St. Louis has arranged for several special recognitions.

Aug. 29: LWVMO virtual conference at 2 pm recognizing the centennial of 19th Amendment. Guest
speaker Nicole Evalina will share the story of Missouri suffragist Virginia Minor. Register at
Iwvmissouri.org/calendar.

Sept. 13: Former LWVUS President Carolyn Jefferson-Jenkins will share information on the Colored
League that was very active in St. Louis in the 1920s. She is the author of The Untold Story of Women of
Color in the League of Women Voters.

Oct. 7: Deadline to register to vote for the Nov. 3 election. Recommended date to request an absentee
or mail-in ballot.

Nov. 3: Election Day

NOTE: Stay in touch with your unit leader for information on the next unit meeting.
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BUY A HAT, PUT UP A SUFFRAGE YARD SIGN
* THANK YOU * :

August 26 is the 100" Anniversary of the certification of the
SU FFRAG ISTS 19" Amendment. After 60 years of organizing, meeting,
protesting, lobbying, and marching, women in every state

"]"TH ANNWEHSAHY OF THE Ig[HAMENﬂMEN]’ were officially granted the legal right to vote. Of course, it

took almost four decades for women of color to be able to

CELEBRATEWOMEN IGHT TOVOTE | """

Kirkwood-Webster Groves AAUW came up with a great

project: Plant a Yard Sign for Women to thank the

suffragists. It’s a subtle reminder that women have not always had a voice in local, state,
and national government. Members of the Hundred the Anniversary Hundred Dollar Club
can call the office to have a sign delivered at no cost. Other League members can purchase
one in the office with or without a stand for $5.

The League office also has purple 19th Amendment hats with “I Vote” in the back for $20.
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