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Why do we have primaries? 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How did the current system emerge? 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How did the current system emerge? 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How did the current system emerge? 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How did the current system emerge? 



How did the current system emerge? 

Source: Rick Rhodes/Courtesy of the J Waties Waring Statue Committee



The Modern Presidential Primary System 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The South Carolina Presidential Primary 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The South Carolina Presidential Primary 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The South Carolina Presidential Primary 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The South Carolina Presidential Primary 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Types of Primaries 

• Open Primaries
• Closed Primaries
• Semi-Closed Primaries

Source: FairVote.org
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Caucuses  

Source: ABC News



Political Conventions 

Source: SC GOP



Political Science and Primaries 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General Characteristics of Primary Voters 

• Less representative
• More ideological extreme
• More politically engaged



The 2018 Primaries Project 

Source: Brookings
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Assessing Presidential Primaries

• Predictive ability
• Representativeness



Source: Knotts and Ragusa 
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The Current Presidential Primary System 

Source: Washington Post



Positives of the Current System 

• Predictability
• Boost to underdog candidates
• Appeal to a diverse array of voters
• Assesses a candidate’s viability and electability



Positives of South Carolina 

• Counterweight to Iowa and New Hampshire
• GOP electorate is among most representative
• Democratic electorate brings needed diversity
• Open primaries
• Barometer for subsequent states



The Future of the South Carolina Primary 

• Strong support in South Carolina
• Endorsement from both national parties
• Difficulty of reforming the system



Source: SC GOP



2018 GOP Primary Advisory Question 

• Do you believe that voters should have the option to 
choose to affiliate with a political party when they 
register to vote or change their voter registration in 
South Carolina?

Source: SCVotes.org
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Comments/Questions 


