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League in Action
6 September 2023

Presidents' Message

We have some new things going on in our League. Two new members
are stepping up and getting involved! Renee Howard is taking over
as webmaster from Rachelle Walker; and Bill Pritchard is taking
over as Chair, Election Integrity Committee from Lisa Koteen
Gerchick. We warmly thank Rachelle and Lisa for their years of
service in these areas. As Connie and I get to know more of you in
our League community, we truly appreciate the work all of you do.
These recent years have been politically fatiguing and voting rights
continues to be a major issue in a challenging environment. Your
work is important and Connie and I thank you for your commitment.
 

Many League members attended the 60th anniversary of the March
on Washington recently - there are pictures below. “If you protest,
you are not saying the nation is horrible. What you’re saying is: ‘I
can help it live up to its stated ideas.’ (Lonnie Bunch, Secretary of
Smithsonian Institution; Founding Director of the National Museum of
African American History and Culture)

Special Announcement: LWV AAC Candidate Forum
dates are tentatively set for Sunday, 8 October and

Sunday, 22 October at Walter Reed Community Center.

A previous announcement stated that 15 October was one of the
dates; this is no longer the case. This event will be the ‘candidating’
format that we’ve used recently. More details will follow separately.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
 
Please consider these opportunities; member participation is
critical to our successful community engagement.

1. Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) Issue Group & Point Person: We
need members who are interested in ranked choice voting (RCV).
Arlington went through its first experience with RCV recently. The
primary election for County Board using RCV was very successful. 
Despite the County Board's decision to not use RCV in this
November's general election, efforts towards adopting RCV will
continue going forward. People interested will be brought up to speed
on RCV and participate in developing education and advocacy
strategies to support RCV locally in Arlington (possibly including
Alexandria). No previous experience (or knowledge) is required;
long-standing members and new people alike are welcome! This is an
opportunity to really sink your teeth into an important issue. Contact
Pam Berg (pberg16@comcast.net).

2. Voters with Disabilities. We need a person, or two, who will
commit to keeping abreast of all voter/voting information pertinent to
folks with disabilities. This includes attending monthly meetings with
REV UP (Register, Educate, Vote, Use your Power!)
(https://www.aapd.com/about-rev-up/) and The Arc
(https://thearcofnova.org/); staying informed about any
election/voting issues that might affect Arlington and Alexandria
disabled voters; and keeping an eye on related national and state
level issues. This is an important niche issue. Contact Pam Berg
at pberg16@comcast.net.

September celebrates voting!! National Voter Registration Day,
Tuesday, 19 September 2023. Disability Voting Rights Week 11-15
September 2023. Check out Voter Registration opportunities in September
and October and sign up to register voters below.

Need Volunteers for Several Voter Registration
Events in September

 

Ready to Register People to Vote? September begins the League’s most
intense voter registration effort of the year. This includes over a dozen
events in Arlington and Alexandria City requiring over 40 volunteers.
These include large events like the Rosslyn Jazz Festival, Taste of Old Town
North, Clarendon Day, Paws on the Pike, and four events at Arlington and
Alexandria Libraries on 19 September National Voter Registration Day.
 

Plan ahead.

While we do not yet have a schedule for Arlington high school lunch period
voter registration, we expect it to take place between September 18 and
October 6. We will have a separate sign-up sheet and call for volunteers when
the high school schedule is available.
 

Donald Gurney
Voter Services Chair
LWV of Arlington and Alexandria City
703-842-3119
C 703-405-2797

NOTE: Anyone who signs up should take, or have already taken, the
VA voter registration training, before they attend.

If you were unable to attend the in person training, you can still complete the
voter registration training online or at a future voter registration training in
person workshop by signing up here:

New Receipts for Voter Registration
                                                                                                  by Don Gurney

This Fall we have decided to use a new preprinted voter registration receipt
(picture below). It is larger, more colorful, and has been approved by the
Registrar. This means volunteers will no longer have to tear off the small
receipt from the bottom of the voter registration form. Additionally, folks can
take the form home without volunteers worrying about whether the form is
stamped with the League contact information. You still have to enter the
day's dates on the new receipt.  
 
The new receipt will be in the voter registration bags and will also have an "I
Registered to Vote Today" sticker attached to it. In addition, all of the voter
registration forms will have the required information highlighted.

September dates for voter registration at USCIS

News from National

MAJOR VICTORY IN LAWSUIT AGAINST TEXAS ANTI-VOTER LAW
8/24/2023

 
AUSTIN, TEXAS - A federal court ruled late last week in favor of civil rights
groups who filed a lawsuit against anti-voter legislation, Senate Bill 1. The

lawsuit, filed in 2021 by the Texas Civil Rights Project, American Civil Liberties
Union, the ACLU of Texas, Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund,
Disability Rights Texas, and the law firm Jenner & Block LLP, argued that the

law’s mail-in ballot identification matching provisions violate federal law.

 
League of Women Voters of South Carolina Files Brief

in Supreme Court Racial Gerrymandering Case
8/18/2023

 
Washington, DC — The League of Women Voters of South Carolina (LWVSC)
filed an amicus–or friend of the court–brief along with the Gullah Geechee
Chamber of Commerce, the Charleston Branch of the Association for the Study
of African American Life and History, and the Circular Congregational Church in
the case Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP, which will
be heard by the US Supreme Court on October 11, 2023. The case is on appeal
after a three-judge district court struck down South Carolina’s congressional
map as an unconstitutional racial gerrymander. 

 
League of Women Voters of North Dakota, CLC Join

Suit to Protect Mail-In Voting Process in North
Dakota
8/18/2023

 
Fargo, ND – The League of Women Voters of North Dakota (LWVND),
represented by Campaign Legal Center (CLC), filed a motion seeking to
intervene on behalf of voters and LWVND members to defend against a
challenge to the state's mail-in voting processes. 

Civil Rights Organizations File Amicus Brief in
Alexander v. South Carolina NAACP, Supreme Court

Case Addressing Racial Gerrymandering
8/18/2023

 
WASHINGTON, DC —The League of Women Voters of the United States joined
an amicus brief filed by the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law in
Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP, a racial
gerrymandering case to be heard before the Supreme Court of the United
States this fall. The brief is also joined by the Leadership Conference on Civil
and Human Rights, the Leadership Conference Education Fund, Asian
Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC, Asian American Legal Defense and
Education Fund, Campaign Legal Center, Demos, and the Southern Coalition for
Social Justice.

LWV-VA September 2023 Virginia Voter

March On Washington 60th Anniversary
26 August 2023
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League members gather
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LWV AAC member Don Gurney and his daughter Elizabeth Gurney
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League members at Lincoln Memorial
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League members listening to speakers at the Lincoln Memorial
 

                                                                                                  photo by Bill Pritchard

Some of the crowd at the March 
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Reverend Jamal Bryant
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LWV AAC member Bill Pritchard with 1963 vintage sign
 

Arlington/Alexandria City League Book Club is chaired by Joan Porte. Want to
join? Email Joan at joan@joanporte.com. Book Club meets every third
Sunday at 2:00 PM via Zoom (link will be provided).
 
Due to some current scheduling issues, however, the next book club will
not be until Sunday, 29 October at 2:00pm. There are TWO books this
time: How to Avoid a Climate Disaster by Bill Gates and/or Writing on
the Wall by Tom Standage. Read one or the other…or both!

Look for next newsletter September 20
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Sign up right away for your favorite voter registration opportunities
here

Virginia Voter Registration Training (2023-2024)

Sign up here

Read the press release here

Read the press release here

Read the press release here

Read the press release here

Read the Virginia Voter here
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