Health Care Caucus at 2018 convention expands LWV Advocacy Network for Universal Single Payer Health Care
Members of 60 Leagues in 25 states—from California to Vermont--attended a caucus program on "The Critical Role of Healthcare in a Democracy," created under the leadership of Michelle Dorsey, M.D. (LWV Metrophoenix, AZ) for the 2018 LWV National convention held in Chicago.  The Caucus program was a call to action to reinforce the League position on Health Care, which promotes equity and access to affordable, quality health care for all U.S. residents.  Since the National Board first announced it in April, 1993, the League has favored a national health insurance plan financed through general taxes in place of individual private insurance premiums, best served by what is now being called “Single Payer” or “Improved and Expanded Medicare for All.”
In her introduction, Dorsey (3rd from left) summarized crucial data about the problems with our current complicated and fragmented healthcare practices that leave large gaps in health equity and put our health safety-nets at risk.
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 Caucus speaker Dr. Claudia Fegan (2nd from left) inspired attendees with her perspective as Chief Medical Officer at Chicago’s Cook County Health and Hospital System, a practicing physician, a leader in Physicians for a National Health Program (PNHP), and also a consumer of healthcare herself.  In her own practice, she sees too many people who delay or avoid seeing a doctor because of the expense. She rapped the insurance industry for their arbitrary restriction of services, lack of transparency, and unseemly profits. “Americans already pay enough for health care,” Fegan asserted, “…twice as much as the next highest country, but we just allow too many people who are not involved in delivery of health care to take profit from it.”  Even “non-profits” use large portions of our premiums, that should go to providing care, for advertising, lobbying, a bloated administration and huge executive salaries.  One startling statistic she shared was that we are paying for three health care lobbyists for every member of Congress.  
Improved and Expanded Medicare for All, she advised, is the first step in making democracy work. Providing access to health care for everyone, “regardless of their zip code” is the first step toward equity. We already have proof of that, she pointed out, in our experience with Medicare and the VA Medical system. History shows, for example, that in 1965 when Medicare was instituted, the Black-White disparity in death rates among seniors began to “melt away.”  The history of Medicare also shows us that enrolling people in a national program is not beyond our capability:  it took less than 11 months to enroll everyone, even before computers. So, "Why can't we have Improved and Expanded Medicare for All?" she asks. asked Then she called on League members to be in their communities educating their neighbors and their local legislators about the need for change.  
Consistent with Dr. Fegan’s call to action, a variety of resources were shared at the Caucus to assist local Leagues with that advocacy.   The organizers gave away DVDs of the documentaries "FIX IT - Healthcare at the Tipping Point," and "Big Pharma - Market Failure" to the first 90 attendees. There was also “swag,” what is swag? t-shirts (as in the picture), pens, and bookmarks (below).  wow, glad you remembered all that! The LWV national healthcare reform committee (HCR4US) is making resources more accessible to local Leagues by posting them on the LWV.org Management Site and the LWVAZ.org website (https://my.lwv.org/arizona/issues/healthcare).  They are also creating a dedicated channel of communication and sharing of best practices across Leagues through initiatives to expand the network.  
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