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LWV-US Health care policy goals 
LWV-US advocacy supports policies to promote the equitable distribution of services and delivery of care, advancement of medical research and technology, and a reasonable total national expenditure.  We support efforts to create a U.S. health care system that provides a basic level of quality care—including health promotion and education as well as treatment for disease—for all U.S. residents.
Why it matters

Health care plays a critical role in a healthy democracy.  Making Democracy Work requires healthy people who can participate actively in civic life.  
Currently, though, the U.S. health care system creates obstacles for Americans when they seek health care.  We pay more than twice as much as any other country in the world for medicines and medical care, yet we rank 37th in health outcomes.  Our life expectancy is going down, infant and maternal mortality, even among the affluent, are going up.  Drug companies charge more in the U.S. than in other countries, even for the same drugs.  Overhead for private insurers costs 10 times more than public programs like Medicare and saddle America's health care providers with huge administrative burdens that divert them from focusing on patient care.  More than 30 million Americans are still uninsured, and over a million Americans, even with insurance, file medical bankruptcy each year, a practice unheard of in other developed countries.  
What we’re doing
Over the past 20 years, the League has supported and lobbied for health care policy solutions, including the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and Single Payer/ Expanded and Improved Medicare for All to control costs and ensure a basic level of care for all--including dental, vision, prenatal and reproductive health services, preventative and life-time care.   Throughout the health care debates of the past decades, local Leagues have worked to provide millions of Americans across the country with objective information about the health care system and its significant reforms. This includes organizing community education projects, holding public forums and debates, creating and distributing resource materials.  At the state and national level, they have engaged with leading policy makers and analysts, adding the League’s voice to amicus briefs and letters to legislators and government agencies.     

Take Action
Use resources compiled by Leagues around the country such as this "Toolkit of Health Care Reform" created by the LWV National Health Care Reform 4 US Advocacy Committee (HCR4US).
Sign up for the League’s Health Care Network, a network of members nationally advocating for a just and sustainable health care system, using a model such as HR676 "Improved and Expanded Single Payer Medicare For All Act," expanding Medicare without work requirements, and other forms of health justice in our communities.  Send your contact information to the HCR4US Group moderators: Linda Mahan (LWV Larimer County CO) or Linda Hawkins (LWV LA). 
Share your story.  We would like to hear from you about your experiences and challenges working on health care reform.  Please consider writing about what you have done -- a community forum, a health care initiative, a sustained action effort.  We'll post them on our Google Group forum so Leagues across the country can learn from them.  Send your League's story to the network coordinator, Barbara Pearson (LWV Amherst MA). 
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At the 2018 summer festival in Loveland, Colorado: an ailing Lady Liberty was the LWV of Larimer County’s float highlighting the need for single payer health care. (Courtesy of Elaine Branjord)
