
 

 

 
VOTER REGISTRATION 2018 FALL SCHEDULE 

 
As a lead-up to the important mid-term election on November 6, 
your League of Women Voters Eden Area will be busy with voter 
registration. We will need many volunteers to register voters at 
BART stations, farmer’s markets, local colleges and other 
locations. It’s easy, and Richard will provide all supplies and on-
the-job training.  Nothing is more important to our democracy now 
than increasing the number of registered and informed voters.  
Please pick more than one location or more than one date from 
the list below, then notify Richard Maurer by email 
prmaurer3130@att.net, or text 510-538-567  to get all the details: 
 
San Leandro BART  Wed 4 to 6 pm  August 15 and October 3 
Bayfair BART   Wed 4 to 6 pm  September 5 and October17 
Castro Valley BART  Wed 4 to 6 pm  September 26 
Hayward BART   Wed 4 to 6 pm  August 22 and October 31 
Hayward Farmers Market  Sat 10 to 1 pm  September 1 and October 13 
Castro Valley Farmers Market  Sat 10 to 1 pm  August 18, Sept 15 and October 20 
Bayfair Farmers Market            Sat 10 to 1 pm  September 22 and October 27 
Cal State East Bay             Tues 10 to 2 pm  September 4 and October 16 
Chabot College   Tues 10 to 2 pm  September 18and October 23 
Las Positas College  Tues 10 to 2 pm  September 25 and October 30 
 
In addition, the LWVEA plans to have a booth this year at the 2018 Castro Valley Fall Festival 
on September 8 and 9.  The hours of this event are 10 am to 6 pm so we will need several 
volunteers.  Please suggest a shift and let Richard know.  
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION 
 

Date:   Tuesday,  August  14 2018 - 5:30pm to 7:30pm 

Location:   Home of Carolyn Darcey, Castro Valley 

A small group of our current and legacy leaders invite you, as a new member of our League 

of Women Voters-Eden Area, to join us for wine/coffee and light appetizers at the home of 

our Membership Director, Carolyn Darcey.  RSVP:  cdarcey@pacbell.net 

 

 

mailto:prmaurer3130@att.net
mailto:cdarcey@pacbell.net


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Thanks so much for 

welcoming me as the 

incoming President for 

our League. At this 

time in our national 

political history, voting 

and being an engaged 

member of the 

democratic process is more important 

than ever. Our League members 

volunteer their time to facilitate an 

informed population of voters in our 

local area, by assisting with voter 

registration, candidate forums, 

educational forums on important issues, 

and more. Volunteering is our main way 

to fulfill the goals of the League and we 

would not exist if our members didn’t 

volunteer their time and expertise! 

 
Recently, our new board met and 
worked on a calendar of local League 
events for the next several months (you 
will see many of them listed in our 
VOTER newsletter and on our website). 
We have several candidate forums 
scheduled for this Fall, as well as voter 
registration opportunities. For these to 
be successful, we rely on our members 
to volunteer, for which we are truly 
grateful. 
 
Our voter registration team leader 
Richard Maurer is scheduling events 
and locations for voter registration. This 
will include voter registration 
opportunities at local BART stations, 
community festivals, high schools and 
colleges, and other venues. We hope to 
have many locations on National Voter 
Registration Day, Tuesday, Sept. 26. If 
you have even a few hours to spare, 
please let him know:  
prmaurer3130@att.net. We are very 
grateful to Richard for the time he 
volunteers in scheduling and facilitating 
these events. 

 
For the upcoming candidate forums, we 
are very appreciative of Janice Friesen, 
who volunteers her time to coordinate 
these important opportunities for voters 
to get to know those running for local 
office. Be sure to let her know if you can 
help at a forum, by distributing question 
cards, sorting questions, or even being 
a moderator. You can contact Janice at: 
jfriesen5490@yahoo.com.  
 
These are just a few of the upcoming 
opportunities for our members to 
volunteer. My mission for this year is to 
honor our volunteers, and to recognize 
that all of us are volunteers, including 
officers, board members, or new League 
members who are participating for the 
first time. That means we respect their 
time and effort, and want to appreciate 
their volunteer service, make good use 
of everyone’s time, and be inclusive and 
friendly to all of our volunteers. Helping 
our volunteers to be successful has 
been the ongoing method for our 
League to be effective. We cannot 
function without them. 
 
Which brings me 
to our outgoing 
Co-Presidents 
Joanne Young &  
Aiwa Zelinsky.  
They volunteered 

a great deal of 

time over the past 

two years and we 

thank them with 

all our hearts. At the annual meeting 

they were presented with a plaque 

which said:   In recognition of your 

outstanding dedication, commitment, 

and extraordinary service.  With deep 

appreciation, LWVEA Board of 

Directors.  We deeply appreciate their  

plans to continue as active League 

members and offer their expertise.  

Sincerely, Penny Peck, President 
Eden Area League of Women Voters 

mailto:prmaurer3130@att.net
mailto:jfriesen5490@yahoo.com


MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

NANCY HARRISON 

I went through 

elementary 

school in 

Baltimore and 

high school on 

the Eastern 

Shore of 

Maryland. After college (U of Md) and grad 

school (Northwestern), I taught psychology 

(NOT clinical/counseling--the other kind) 

and worked in administration at Cal State 

Hayward/East Bay for 38 years, had several 

men and raised one daughter.  

I'm now retired, both from teaching and from 

men, living in Castro Valley. I stay in shape 

at the gym, hike, sing in the community 

chorus, and am continuing to travel as long 

as somewhere beckons and I'm able. I 

joined the League in the vague hope that 

my doing so might make a tiny difference in 

the dark, abysmal morass of today's 

national political scene, and perhaps a 

bigger difference in politics that are closer to 

home. I'm also looking forward to meeting 

the other members of the League, hoping to 

find new, interesting friends. 

WENDY S. PETERSON 
     We have lived in 
Castro Valley for about 
22 years. I am a retired 
English teacher. My 
last teaching job was 
in Fremont at Hopkins 
Junior High, where I 
taught for 25 years. 
We have three 
children, two of whom 

live in the bay area. One daughter lives in 
Truckee. We are lucky enough to have 6 
grandchildren, three girls and three boys. 
         I grew up in Los Altos and graduated 
from Los Altos High School. From there I 
went to Mills College in Oakland, and finally 
on to the University of Pennsylvania for my 
masters. Our family has lived in 
Pennsylvania, Germany, Connecticut, and 
Fremont. With the kids off to various 
universities, my husband and I settled in 
Castro Valley. And that’s where we’ve been 
for the last 20 plus years. 

         I worry that our citizenry is less 
informed than it once was. When the “news” 
all comes from Twitter and Fox rather than 
NPR and other reliable sources, we end up 
with the type of crisis we have now. I am as 
guilty as the next of reading those sources 
that support my firmly held positions on 
issues like climate change, gun control, and 
women’s rights. I want to have facts (as in 
real facts) to help me have a clearer picture 
of how we got here and where we go from 
here.  
 

MELISSA ALLIAN  
 

⧫  Reason for joining LWV: 
longstanding interest in 
voting rights and women’s 
rights (still wonder what the 
world would be like if the 
Equal Rights Amendment 
had passed)         
 

⧫  Volunteer experience over the last four 
years includes monitoring and analyzing 
legislation on the environment and 
governance issues for planned development 
communities (condos, coops, homeowner 
associations/HOAs). Heard about LWV 
monitoring HOA elections while meeting 
with legislators in Sacramento.   
 

⧫  Respect for diversity; lived and worked in 
the Middle East and Europe. Met and 
worked with clients and coworkers in Latin 
America, Asia and Australia. Passion for 
learning languages: native US English, 
fluent in Spanish and French (spoken and 
written), studied Arabic (three years), 
Mandarin Chinese (two years) and a little 
Brazilian Portuguese. 
  
⧫  Attorney with 35-years of experience 
helping people make good decisions, 
maintain a safe workplace and do business 
the right way. I facilitate early resolution of 
disputes, favoring mediation, consensual 
negotiations and arbitration. I advance 
ethical decision-making in the workplace 
through education, guidance on specific 
transactions, addressing reported concerns 
from employees and others, monitoring 
corrective action for consistency, and 
evaluating the effectiveness of policies and 
other internal controls in an organization.  
 

⧫  Certified Arbitrator, Mediator, and Corporate 
Compliance and Ethics Professional 

                   



 
 
 
 
Welcome and Introductions: Welcome to our 
new members and elected officials. Carolyn 
Darcey introduced our new members Nancy 
Mendoza and Melissa Allain. Longtime league 
member Alison Lewis was honored for her 50 
years of membership and work on league 
efforts, making her a lifetime member. We 
have five lifetime members! 
 
Credentials report for quorum: Penny Peck 
confirmed there was a quorum. Carolyn 
Darcey reported that the Eden Area League 
currently has 124 members. League bylaws 
require a minimum of 10% of the membership 
be present to constitute a quorum. We 
required 13; in attendance were 31 members.  
 
Action on Proposed 2018-2019 Budget: 
Treasurer Nancy Van Huffel submitted the 
proposed budget, which was included in the 
meeting kit given to all members. Nancy Van 
Huffel gave a brief overview, and answered 
any questions concerning the budget. There 
was a question on the cost of the VOTER 
newsletter - the increased line item is to pay 
someone to edit the VOTER and work on a 
new electronic version.  On a motion by Sonya 
Howes, seconded by Jewell Spalding, the 
budget was approved.  
 
Action on Bylaws Revisions:  Jo Loss 
presented the revised bylaws, which were 
approved by the Board in March 2018. The 
Committee who drafted the revised bylaws 
was made up of Jo Loss, April Oquenda, and 
Jewell Spalding. Jo Loss suggested we move 
to accept the new document, and make 
amendments as needed, because there were 
several changes. The main change involves 
the adoption of the team leadership structure 
to the leadership of the LWVEA.  Jo Loss 
moved to accept the Revised Bylaws, 
seconded by René Besold. Motion passed. 

 

 
Action on the 2018-19 LWVBA Program: 
Aiwa Zelinsky and Joanne Young reported  
on the League of Women Voters Bay Area 
program.  Priorities are: Housing, 
Transportation, Conservation, Social 
Equity, Economic development that creates 
middle wage jobs, and Climate Change. 
Mark Norberg moved to accept the report, 
seconded by Lynda Foster. Motion passed. 
 
President’s Report: Co-Presidents Aiwa 
Zelinsky and Joanne Young reported that 
LWVEA accomplished a great deal during 
2017-18. The highlights of the 
accomplishments are included in the 
annual meeting kit and listed below as 
Appendix III. A main focus was on voter 
registration; special thanks to Richard 
Maurer and Marian Handa for all the efforts 
to register voters and creating a voter 
registration kit. Also, thanks to April 
Oquenda for starting the Sips and Civility 
program of events. Nancy Van Huffel was 
acknowledged for all she does, including 
taking over as Treasurer when Norm 
Fobèrt had to step down due to an illness. 
Janice Friesen organized several candidate 
forums which drew large audiences; her 
work is greatly appreciated. Thanks to 
René Besold for all her work as Board 
Assistant. Also thanks to Carolyn Darcey 
for her new member socials and other 
efforts as our membership chair, and to 
Penny Peck for helping in our website 
conversion project. 
 
Election of 2018-2019 Board: Nominating 
Committee chair Nancy Van Huffel 
presented the slate of nominees. She also 
did a special acknowledgement of Aiwa 
and Joanne. Since Jennifer Ong cannot do 
Voter’s Edge anymore, member Chris Selig 
is taking over this task. Co-President Aiwa 
Zelinsky asked for any nominations from 
the floor. Being none, she presented the 
slate from the committee: 

LWVEA 2018 ANNUAL MEETING Highlights – June 2, 2018 



 
 
NOMINATIONS: We are pleased to present a 
slate of 12 Directors for your consideration. 
 
Penny Peck – PRESIDENT,  
Marian Handa – SECRETARY,  
Hank Hansen - TREASURER/Database 
 
Directors (one-year terms):  
René Besold – Board Assistant,                 
Carolyn Darcey - Membership Chair,              
Rita Duncan – Membership,  
Lynda Foster – Forum Assistant,                  
Janice Friesen - Voter Services Chair/Forums 
Richard Maurer - Voter Registration/Affidavits, 
Alice Sarafian – TBD, 
Jewell Spalding - Local Positions  
Aiwa Zelinsky - Multimedia 
 
OFF BOARD POSITIONS:  
 April Oquenda – Membership/Sips and Civility, 
Suzanne Barba - Training Advisor Public 
Relations/Newsletter, 
 Nancy Van Huffel - Training Advisor 
Finance/Database/Nominations,  
Joanne Young - Homeowner Elections 
 
Nancy Van Huffel moved to accept the 
slate, seconded by Jean West. Motion 
approved.  Charge to the Board: Gail 
Steele read the charge to the newly elected 
board members. 

 
Swearing in of New Board Officers and 
Directors: Gail Steele swore in the newly 
elected officers and directors. 
 
Next year’s Nominating Committee will 
consist of Janice Friesen (chair), Nancy 
Van Huffel, and Aiwa Zelinsky. 
 

 
 

MEMBER RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO THE BOARD 

 
Civil Discourse: Jo Loss brought up the 
suggestion that the League offer a meeting 
for our local elected officials on running 
meetings in the current social climate, 
which includes dealing with conflict and 
unacceptable discourse at meetings. 
 
St. Rose: Gail Steele thanked LWVEA for 
supporting the need that St. Rose Hospital 
receive more funding, and for the Alameda 
County Board of Supervisors to put this 
issue on the ballot.  
 
Bay Area League Procedures: Jewell 
Spalding brought up the issue regarding 
how LWVBA makes decisions on 
endorsements like Regional Measure 3. 
Suggested they post their criteria and/or 
procedure. 
 
 
Program portion:  
 
Keynote Speaker, Fran David, Retired 
Hayward City Manager, delivered a 
presentation on the Ticking Time 
Bomb…Public Retirement System, 
followed by a Question-and-Answer 
Session.   
 
Fran David gave an overview of the critical 
issue regarding the underfunding of the 
Public Employees Retirement System 
(PERS). She explained the basic economic 
reality of running local government 
agencies and the expectations of our 
residents/taxpayers. The largest 
expenditure is for salaries, which includes 
healthcare and retirement benefits. The 
healthcare obligation to retired employees 
is an especially challenging issue. She 
discussed how CalPERS is funded, and 
how this formula is unsustainable. Several 
possible solutions were suggested and 
discussed. The LWVEA thanks Fran David 
for her presentation and expertise, and 
greatly appreciates her ongoing support of 
the league. 



WANT TO HELP MAKE 
IMPORTANT DECISIONS FOR 

OUR STATE AND COUNTRY— 

Write to your state and 
US representatives 
regarding the upcoming 
Census. 

When Commerce 
Secretary Ross 

announced that the Census Bureau will 
include a question about citizenship in 
the 2020 Census, he made a decision 
that will have a negative impact on 
residents of California and in 
communities around this country.  

This unnecessary question is invasive 
and will raise concerns about 
the confidentiality of personal 
information in the upcoming Census 
report. This intrusive question will cause 
participation in the Census to 
plummet and an inaccurate Census 
report will have lasting 
consequences on all of our state’s 
residents.   

In California and Alameda County, our 
leaders rely on Census data to allocate 
resources for public assistance 
programs including public safety 
planning and disaster response, 
education needs, hospitals, assistance 
for veterans and transportation. Our 
business developers use Census data 
to make investment decisions that boost 
economic growth for our state and 
county. 

The League of Women Voters of calls 
on our state and US representatives to 
speak out and oppose the citizenship 
question in the 2020 Census. We must 
send a strong message to Congress 
to reverse this decision and remove the 
citizenship question from the Census.   

The stakes are too high to allow 
this unnecessary question to derail the 
count.  

MORE CALIFORNIA VOTERS          
OPT FOR MAIL IN BALLOTS 

 SACRAMENTO, (AP) — By SOPHIA BOLLAG,  May. 30, 2018 

California election officials mailed more than 
11.5 million ballots to registered voters. Ballots 
mailed early can be counted prior to the close of 
polls, but ones received on or after Election Day 
can take longer to process than ballots cast in 
person. Voters must sign their mail ballots and it 
takes time for election officials to verify the 
signatures match those on file.  Because many 
ballots arrive near the deadline, the counting 
process can take days and sometimes weeks for 
close races to determine a winner. 

Traditionally, only voters who request mail ballots 
get them. But this year, five counties — 
Sacramento, Nevada, San Mateo, Madera and 
Napa — are experimenting by sending mail ballots 
to all registered voters. The hope is that the 
numbers of people voting will increase.  Voters in 
those counties can mail back their ballots or put 
them in drop boxes located throughout the 
counties. They can also vote in person at any 
county vote center.. 

Nevada County Clerk-Recorder Gregory Diaz 
described the changes as a “heavy lift,” including 
finding accessible locations for the vote centers. He 
said he expects it will take a few election cycles 
before it prompts major changes in voter behavior, 
but that ultimately the new model will make running 
elections more efficient, in part because the county 
has to staff fewer polling locations.  “At the end of 
the day, we’re going to have a leaner ship, plus 
we’re going to reduce costs and we’re going to 
increase voter participation,” he said. 

The percentage of Californians voting by mail has 
steadily increased. The highest percentage in a 
statewide primary or general election was the 2014 
primary, when 69.4 percent of ballots were by mail, 
according to data from the Secretary of State.  
Political Data Vice President Paul Mitchell 
anticipates 70 to 75 percent of ballots will be cast 
by mail. He said he anticipates 6 million or more 
people — about a third of registered voters — will 
cast ballots in the primary. 



It's a Jungle in California's Primary 
David Catanese • June 1, 2018  

CARLSBAD, Calif. — Standing in her 
crammed, glass-encased campaign office 
amid "Run Like A Girl" wall signage, gold-
colored 2018 balloons and tables cluttered 
with La Croix and clipboards, Sara Jacobs is 
telling her supporters the outcome of her race 
for Congress could be determined by only a 
hundred votes.  "And that means every single 
person you talk to is the margin of victory," 
she advises the gathering of about a dozen 
door-knockers a week before the vote is 
counted.  Like every candidate in California, 
Jacobs doesn't have to win on Tuesday; she 
just has to be one of the top two finishers in 
her congressional district to advance to 
November's general election – the 
requirement in the state's unique nonpartisan 
open primary. But an unusually large horde of 
candidates from both major parties vying for 
seven to 10 potentially competitive U.S. 
House seats has created an air of chaos and 
uncertainty here. The so-called "jungle 
primary" was created in 2010 to infuse greater 
openness and competitiveness into elections 
in the Democratic-dominated state. Let 
everyone compete against each other 
regardless of party, more nonpartisan voters 
will participate and the strongest candidates 
will rise, the theory went. 

"I voted for the ballot initiative and I deeply 
regret it," Jacobs says of Proposition 14, 
which earned voters' approval after being 
endorsed by the state legislature. "I think that 
the top two system is clearly not working." 
Jacobs is one of 16 candidates on the ballot 
in the 49th Congressional District.  And 
election officials have also been preparing for 
confusion stemming from a top-two primary 
system that is still finding its sea legs. The 
county of Los Angeles has dispatched mailers 
with a giant red triangle reminding people to 
"only vote for one candidate" for governor and 
U.S. senator. Even though two candidates will 
move on, voters are only permitted to select 
one – a complicating factor for first-time 
voters and those who aren't political junkies. 

House Majority PAC, another Washington-
based Democratic group spending millions in 
California to take down GOP candidates, also 
sounds like a Republican group to some 
voters since the GOP currently controls the 
U.S. House.  "Does it confuse people? Yes," 
Huff says. Still, Republicans are increasingly 
bullish they can block Democrats out of 
various contests.  

"The top two primary is an obvious problem, 
more for Dems than the GOP just because 
there are more Democratic seats in 
California," says Parke Skelton, a Pasadena-
based Democratic consultant working on 
congressional races. "We've got to get rid of it 
ASAP. It makes elections more expensive 
and rewards those who are best at gaming 
the system. I think it will cost Dems one or 
two seats this year." 

Despite the considerable quibbling from 
candidates, Dan Howle of the Independent 
Voter Project that spearheaded the effort to 
change the state's election system eight years 
ago says he's "100 percent" satisfied with its 
effects. He objects to the "jungle primary" 
description altogether, calling it a derogatory 
term employed by its detractors to demonize 
it. And with a dash of pride, he says California 
is now home to some of the most competitive 
elections in the country and the numbers 
appear to back him. 

A poll conducted for The Los Angeles 
Times last week found that 50 percent of 
California voters like the top-two primary, 
compared to just 40 percent who prefer a 
system in which the parties hold their own 
separate contests. Howle says the majority of 
the complaints have come from self-serving 
Democrats.  "You didn't hear them complain 
after the nonpartisan primary went into effect 
and they won supermajorities in the state 
legislature. You hear them complain now 
because they are desperate to take back 
Congress," he says. "If you can't get quality 
candidates and can't get the number of 
candidates down to a respectable number, 
that's the party's problem. You don't hear 
Democrats complaining about two Democrats 
running in a Democratic-controlled district."  

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/california
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzbNBg-lQMk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/california-leads-nation-with-most-competitive-elections-massachusetts-finishes-last-169163516.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/california-leads-nation-with-most-competitive-elections-massachusetts-finishes-last-169163516.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g5uibGxcEuknURkZZvT4Ah4Q9-IvalVz/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g5uibGxcEuknURkZZvT4Ah4Q9-IvalVz/view


 

League of Women Voters of Eden Area 
P. O. Box 2234 – Castro Valley, CA 94546 • 510/826-6674 

Representing cities of Hayward and San Leandro and 

unincorporated areas of Ashland, Castro Valley, Cherryland, 

Fairview, and San Lorenzo 

  

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 

          CALENDAR 

 

Submit articles, calendar events,  and suggestions to                                                 

VOTER TEAM:  nancyvan2011@gmail.com 
 

For up-to-date info and specific details on events, check out   

www.lwvea.org 

Penny Peck, President 

Pikly@aol.com 

Carolyn Darcey, Membership 

cdarcey@pacbell.net 

Richard Maurer, Voter Registration 

prmaurer3130@att.net 

Marian Handa, Secretary 

marianhanda@comcast.net 

Rita Duncan, Programs  

freemyheart@yahoo.com 

Alice Sarafin 

alicesaraf@yahoo.com 

Henry Hansen, Treasurer 

henry_hansen@comcast.net 

Lynda Foster, Programs 

lfentonfoster@gmail.com 

Jewell Spalding, Local positions 

jewellspalding@mac.com 

René Besold, Board Assistant 

rbesold@sbcglobal.net 

Janice Friesen, Voter Service 

 jfriesen5490@yahoo.com 

Aiwa Zelinsky, Media 

aiyz@comcast.net 

 

 
      
 

 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Tues, Aug 14 5:30-7:30pm 
New Member Orientation, Carolyn Darcey’s home 

RSVP:  cdarcey@pacbell.net 

Mon, Aug 25 5:30-7:30pm LWVEA Board Meeting - open to member guests  Manor Branch Library 

Wed, Sept 12 5:30pm 
San Leandro Candidate Forum, Mayor, City Council and School Board 

San Leandro Library 

  Just cut out and mail this coupon with your check to:       

  League of Women Voters of Eden Area Treasurer 

  P.O. Box 2234, Castro Valley, CA 94546  

  Name     

  Address     

  Phone______________ Email ___________________ 

 

Dues: Regular $60 

2nd member same household $30,  

Student $25 

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan 
political organization, encourages the 
informed and active participation of the 
public in government and influences public 
policy through education and advocacy. 
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