








Where do I vote? 

Voting takes place at a designated "polling place," usually a school or other public building, 
within your voting precinct . When you receive your voter registration card, the address of your 
voting location will be provided. If you are still unsure of where to vote, consult the registrar for 
your locality. 

Registering to vote-how do I do it? 

If you have a driver's license or identification card issued by the Virginia Department of Motor 
Vehicles, you can complete and submit your voter registration application on line by accessing 
the State Board of Elections' website at www.vote.virginia.gov. 

You also may fill out the application to register that is available at your local library, post office, 
DMV branch, or through your local registrar. Applications also are available on line at the State 
Board of Elections website: elections.virginia.gov/index.php/registration/voter-forms. If you 
have any specific questions about voter registration, call the State Board of Elections at (800) 
552-9745. 

Can I register on Election Day? 

No. Voting record books are closed twenty-two days before an election, so be sure to register 
well in advance. You can register to vote before your eighteenth birthday if you will be 18 when 
the next November general election occurs. 

Can I vote in the city where I go to college? 

You may vote there if that is where you claim your residency; however, in claiming residency 
there, you may be required to pay taxes and other fees there. If you maintain your residency with 
your parents in another city, you must vote in that city. If you are unable to return home on the 
day of the election, you may obtain an absentee ballot by completing an application form on line 
well in advance of the election. You may also complete an application and mail or fax it to your 
local registrar. 

American Citizenship 

• 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

Am I a United States citizen? 

You are a United States citizen if: 

• You were born in the United States or one of its territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, The 
Virgin Islands, The Panama Canal Zone and The Northern Mariana Islands; 

• You were born abroad, both your parents were US citizens and married at the time of your 
birth, and at least one of them has lived in the United States before your birth; 

• You were born abroad, one of your parents was a US citizen and married to your other 
parent when you were born and that US citizen parent lived at least five years in the United 
States before your birth, with at least two of those five years occurring after the parent's 
14th birthday; time abroad serving honorably in the US Armed Forces or employed with 
the US government or with certain international organization can be counted towards the 
physical process requirement. (Please note that different residency requirements apply to 
those born before November 14, 1986);

• You were born abroad to an unmarried US citizen father or mother, provided special 
requirements related to paternity acknowledgement, financial support, and physical presence 
are met; 

• You have completed the US Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services' (UCIS) 
naturalization process. 
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What about texting while driving? 

Don't even think about it. Texting and driving could easily lead to you or someone else 
being killed. 

Using a phone or tablet or any other device is really dangerous. It is unlawful to operate a 
moving motor vehicle while using any hand-held personal communications device to text 
or read any email or text message. There is a $125 fine for the first offense and a $250 fine 
for every subsequent violation. It is prohibited for a person to hold a handheld personal 
communications device in your hand while driving in a highway work zone, with certain 
exceptions. There is a mandatory fine of $250 for violating this law. 

Do I have to wear a seat belt? 
The short answer is "Yes." The long answer is that the law in Virginia requires all persons 16 years 
or older occupying the front seat of a motor vehicle to wear their seat belts while the vehicle is in 
motion. There are exceptions for those with medical problems (you must have a signed statement 
by a doctor) and for certain professions such as mail carriers and newspaper deliverers. In addition, 
if you are the driver, you are responsible for ensuring that anyone less than 18 years old except for 
those required to be secured in a child restraint are properly fastened. 

How do I become an organ donor? 
You can register as an organ donor when you apply for a new driver's license or renew your 
existing license. You can also contact DMV at any other time about the process and/or indicate 
same in some form of end of life directive/document. 

What should I do if I am involved in an accident? 
If you are involved in an accident resulting in injury or property damage, you must immediately 
stop as close to the scene of the accident as possible, without obstructing traffic, and report 
your name, address, driver's license number, and vehicle registration number to the police and 
to the other people involved in the accident. Further, you must provide reasonable assistance to 
anyone injured. 

If an accident occurs that results only in damage to an unattended vehicle or property, you must 
make a reasonable effort to find the owner of the vehicle or property and provide the same 
information as above. If the owner cannot be located, you must leave a note in a visible place at 
the scene of the accident and provide a written report to the police within twenty-four hours. 

The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident resulting in injury or death shall give immediate 
notice to law enforcement - failure to report this can result in criminal charges. 

What should I do if there is a stopped vehicle with flashing lights, like a police car, at the 
side of the road? 
Proceed with caution -- it's the law. When you approach a stationary vehicle on a highway with 
at least four lanes, two of which are designated for travel in the same direction as you, for the 
safety of your vehicle and others, cautiously with regard for the safety and traffic conditions, 
yield the right of way by making a lane change. You should make a lane change into the lane 
farthest from the stationary vehicle. If safe, move over! If such a lane change is not safe, proceed 
with caution and at a safe speed at least ten miles below the posted speed limit. 

Highway safety is always of the utmost importance. Violation of this law can result in conviction 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor that can be punished with jail time, a fine, and license suspension. 
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Drinking 

What is the minimum drinking age? 

You must be 21 to purchase or possess any alcoholic beverage, including beer, 
wine, or liquor. In the Commonwealth of Virginia, it is against the law to have 
alcohol in your system, if you are under 21. Even if you are not in possession of the alcohol/ 
beverage container, the court can still find that you are guilty of possession of alcohol. 

Can someone under 21 buy alcohol with parental consent? 

No. Parents cannot legally authorize an underage child to buy alcoholic beverages of any type. It 
is against the law for anyone to sell alcohol to, make alcohol available to, or purchase alcohol for 
a person under 21. 

What are the penalties for underage possession of alcohol? 

Underage possession of alcohol is a Class 1 misdemeanor. A Class 1 misdemeanor carries a 
possible fine of up to $2,500 and/or a sentence of up to 12 months in jail. If convicted, the court 
shall order you to pay a mandatory minimum fine of $500 or perform a mandatory minimum of 
50 hours of community service as a condition of supervised probation. If guilty, your license to 
operate a motor vehicle in the commonwealth shall also be suspended for a period of not less 
than six months, and not more than one year. Upon a demonstration of hardship, the court may 
authorize the use of a restricted permit to operate a motor vehicle, if convicted. 

:���!��ri,,jng············ .................................................•
Driving under the influence (DUI) includes both driving under the influence 
of alcohol, as well as driving under the influence of any narcotic drug, any self-administered 
intoxicant or drug or substance which impairs the ability to drive/operate a motor vehicle, 
engine or train safely. That description also includes impairment by medications legally 
prescribed to you if the medication impairs your driving. Illegal substances which can be 
the basis for DUI include but are not limited to cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine, 
phencyclidine (PCP) and methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MOMA ecstasy). 

In Virginia, if the vehicle is in motion, it can provide probable cause for an officer to make the 
stop. Also, if your vehicle's engine is running, but the car is not in motion, or if you are in the 
driver's seat at the time of the stop, that also provides probable cause. Probable cause gives the 
officer observing the behavior the authority to make the stop. 

What happens if I am stopped for driving under the influence? 
You will be asked to give a preliminary breath test at the site of your arrest to determine the level 
of alcohol in your system. If the preliminary test administered at the roadside registers a blood 
alcohol concentration of 0.08% (by weight by volume) or more, or 0.08 grams or more per 210 
liters of breath as indicated by a preliminary breath test, you have met the threshold for being 
charged. 

There are also roadside tests available for drug impairment. There are, additionally, field sobriety 
tests given to measure your balance and response to instructions. The officer who stops you may 
also notice the odor of alcoholic beverage in your vehicle or on your person. (In Virginia, having 
an open container of alcoholic beverage in the car with you is prohibited.) 

The officer, will, if he or she determines that you appear to be under the influence, offer you 
further tests to determine accuracy of results. If you refuse to take the offered tests, you can be 
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further charged with "refusal" which carries additional penalties and additional loss of license if 
you are convicted. When you drive on a public street or highway, in Virginia, you are implying 
that you consent for the taking of breath and/or blood samples. 

What does zero tolerance for alcohol for under age 21 mean? 

Presumably you are under age 21 when you are reading this information. Virginia has enacted 
a zero tolerance policy re alcohol consumption if you are younger than 21; the technical blood 
alcohol level is 0.02 or higher. This contrasts with the 0.08 required to charge those over age 
21. Conviction for underage DUI includes a mandatory minimum fine of $500 or performance
of at least 50 hours of community service, plus suspension of privilege to drive for one year.

What are the penalties for DUI re alcohol or drugs for those over 21? 

If breath/blood tests provide results showing blood alcohol content at 0.08% or higher, 
(see exception for under age 21 above) you're presumed to be driving while impaired. For 
first-time convictions, DUI is a Class 1 misdemeanor which imposes a mandatory minimum 
fine of $250, driver's license suspension for one year, and possible incarceration up to 12 
months. Higher concentrations of alcohol in your system result in the imposition of minimum 
mandatory jail sentences. Subsequent convictions result in increased fines, increased 
suspension of license, and increased jail confinement. Those found guilty will also be referred 
to court-approved counseling programs, the cost for which is also the responsibility of the 
defendant. If you are permitted to have a restricted license, an ignition-interlock system must 
be installed in your vehicle (this involves a substantial fee) and it applies to those under age 21 
as well. 

Can my license be suspended before I am convicted? 

If you're arrested for DUI and if you refuse a breath test, or if your breath test indicates 0.02 
results or more and you are under 21, you will immediately lose your license for 7 days. This is 
in addition to other penalties available to be imposed. 

What if I am operating a boat or moped or motorcycle or riding lawnmower? 

Yes, driving under the influence laws apply to these vehicles/categories as well. 

Criminal Charges 
• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

What happens if I am charged with a crime after I turn 18? 

First, always remember that you are presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
Evidence that can be presented in court against you not only includes physical evidence but 
can include testimonial evidence. Evidence may include camera footage from the officers on 
scene and/or their vehicles. You have the right not to testify in court, but that decision is best 
made in consultation with your lawyer. Remember that anything you say about the offense can 
be repeated in court by anyone who hears you say that - it is an exception to the "hearsay rule" 
because it is presumed to be an admission or confession. 

For all criminal offenses committed after your 18th birthday, you are tried as an adult. A record 
of convictions is maintained by the Commonwealth of Virginia and by the NCIC (National 
Crime Information Center). This permanent record may have negative impacts in many areas, 
including military enlistment eligibility, obtaining security clearances, ability to legally own 
firearms, immigration status, employment eligibility and whether you're eligible to participate in 
certain government programs. Felony convictions remove your eligibility to vote. A procedure 
called expungement is available to remedy the record of convictions, but only if your conviction 
qualifies for that consideration by the court. If your case is taken "under advisement" by the 
court, that will affect negatively your right to have the case expunged, even if you successfully 
comply with the conditions of the advisement. 
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What if I just send or show sexual cartoons, animations, or images? 

Anyone over the age of 18 who displays child pornography or a grooming video or materials 
to a child under 13 years of age with the intent to entice, solicit, or encourage the child 
to engage in the fondling of the child or another, sexual intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, 
anilingus, anal intercourse, or object sexual penetration is guilty of a Class 6 felony. 

Are phone pranks illegal? 

Yes. If you cause another phone to ring/signal just to annoy the owner and if you allow someone 
to do that with a phone which is yours, you can be found guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. A 
second or subsequent offense becomes a Class 2 misdemeanor. Records of calls made between 
one number and another can be obtained without your knowledge or permission by the 
prosecution. 

Further, if you annoy, harass, hinder, or delay emergency personnel in the performance of their 
duties (public/private entities providing fire, police, or emergency medical service) or permit the 
use of a phone under your control, you may be charged with a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

What happens if I curse or use indecent language? 

If you curse or abuse another person or use violent abusive language to another concerning 
that person or any of that person's family or otherwise use such language, and such language 
is reasonably calculated to provoke a breach of the peace, you can be found guilty of a Class 
3 misdemeanor. It's a Class 1 misdemeanor if you communicate obscene, vulgar, profane, 
lewd, lascivious or indecent language or make an obscene proposal, or threaten an illegal/ 
immoral act to another. If you communicate a threat to do bodily harm (cause personal injury) 
to another in writing, you can be charged with a felony. 

Can I charge someone for harassing me over the internet or via broadcast? 

Yes 

What happens if I fail to pay any fines and costs from any court for traffic cases 

or criminal cases? 

Be aware that, whatever your fines and costs are, interest is added to unpaid amounts as time 
goes by. Options the courts have if you do not pay include unsuspending all or a part of your 
suspended sentence(s), and if you are on probation, your nonpayment can be considered a 
probation violation as well. 

!:;�:��::�;�;;;, ;;;�; ;;;;;;;;; ;;� ;,;�;� ��;;h ;; �; ;;,;,;, . . . . . 0 
approach and touching of another individual without permission or justification. 
The touching must be done in a rude, angry, insulting, or vengeful way. The 
battery is the actual committing of a physical harm to the person. Bullying can also be threats 
which take place over the phone or electronically by means such as a computer. Stalking can be 
another form of bullying where a person is threatening or menacing, placing another person or 
the person's family or household members in reasonable fear of death, criminal sexual assault or 
bodily injury. 

How is bullying handled at school? 

In school, bullying can be physical, verbal, or written whether electronic or paper. It is any 
aggressive and unwanted behavior that is intended to harm, intimidate or humiliate the victim 
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