
FGCU JOURNALISM 
and

DEMOCRACY WATCH



“Were it left to me to decide if we should 
have a government without newspapers, or 
newspapers without a government, I should 
not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”
— Thomas Jefferson



Challenge: Decline of traditional media





THE NEWS CLIMATE gets colder

• The U.S. saw the loss of an average of two newspapers per 
week between late 2019 and May 2022,[1] leaving an estimated 
70 million people in places that are already news deserts and 
areas that are in high risk of becoming so. Prior to that steep 
decline, newspapers' weekday circulation had fallen 7% and 
Sunday circulation 4% in the United States, their greatest 
declines since 2010. If the trend continues, a third of 
newspapers will be lost by 2025, according to a 2022 study 
published by Northwestern University.[2]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decline_of_newspapers#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northwestern_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decline_of_newspapers#cite_note-2


YET …

• “Consider that communities without a strong local newspaper tend to 
have lower voter turnout, more government corruption, less 
transparency, and a fraying of civic connections. Community 
journalists are the front lines of democracy … no wonder local news 
outlets are still more trusted than other media.”

• - Boston Globe, December 2021



Challenge: NEWS AVOIDANCE

• https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/digital-news-report/2023

https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/digital-news-report/2023


Challenge: Funding

• Fellows are paid
• Instructor
• Equipment
• Price tag about $60K 



Challenge: Varying student goals

• Many want to enter sports journalism
• Many want to write stories that are positive
• Many want public relations jobs
• Lack of confidence in the “real world” job prospects (a cacophony 

from relatives and friends)
• The pay if they do get jobs



Challenge: AI

• https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-67560354
• https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/media/2024/01/29/sports-

illustrated-union-lawsuit-layoffs/72397619007/

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-67560354
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/media/2024/01/29/sports-illustrated-union-lawsuit-layoffs/72397619007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/media/2024/01/29/sports-illustrated-union-lawsuit-layoffs/72397619007/


THE GOOD NEWS

• 97 journalism majors
• 16 journalism minors







What they’re learning

• News Literacy
• https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/01/19/technology/artific

ial-intelligence-image-generators-faces-quiz.html
• Snopes.com

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/01/19/technology/artificial-intelligence-image-generators-faces-quiz.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2024/01/19/technology/artificial-intelligence-image-generators-faces-quiz.html


DEMOCRACY WATCH HISTORY

• Fall 2021.
• 7 students
• 27 stories for WGCU
•

•



• Spring 2022
• 3 fellows
• A story a week on issues from transportation costs, health care in 
underserved communities, voting machines, local economic impact 
from the baseball lockout, teacher shortages and affordable housing. 
Their stories covered a large amount of WGCU’s part or all of 12 
counties broadcast area. They did video and audio as well as web 
stories.
•



• Fall 2022
• 7 students, no interns/fellows, but still … 
• 15 stories on the web
• 3 stories on radio
• FGCU junior Katie Fogarty worked a paid internship at the 
Mississippi Center for Investigative Reporting.



• Spring 2023
• 2 classes: 8 students in one section and 3 interns for WGCU News
• 75 stories on WGCU website
• 10 voiced radio reports
• Several other station benefits with sound clips for air on 
newscasts/election night.
•



• For Fall 2023, there were two classes, regular and internship.
• 1 prospective fellow was hired by WGCU as a host before class began 
(a victory in itself)
• 1 fellow who did a long-form story a week plus radio packages and 
was outstanding (Gwen)
•



• Spring 2024
• 1 intern doing an amazing job (Emma)
• Walcher is on hiatus this spring term, so the curriculum for the course 
was divided into two existing courses, News Reporting and Writing and 
News Production. This actually strengthens the public affairs reporting 
by bringing that curriculum to more students and hopefully we’ll have 
more interns/fellows.







What other fellows say …



Where they are today: Sabrina Salovitz

• NYU Ethics and Journalism Initiative · Part-time
• Sep 2023 - Dec 2023 · 4 mos
• New York, New York, United States · On-siteNew York, New York, United States · On-site
• New York University’s Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute has launched a journalism ethics initiative that 

will expand existing resources for students while also conducting research and providing thought leadership 
on emerging ethical issues. The student workers will participate in brainstorming the kinds of programming 
the initiative wants to provide and help develop plans for speaker events and ethics workshops.New York 
University’s Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute has launched a journalism ethics initiative that will expand 
existing resources for students while also conducting research and providing thought leadership on 
emerging ethical issues. The student workers will participate in brainstorming the kinds of programming the 
initiative wants to provide and help develop plans for speaker events and ethics workshops.…see more

• Fox Business Network logo
• Production Intern for Cavuto: Coast to Coast
• Fox Business Network · Internship
• Sep 2023 - Nov 2023 · 3 mosSep 2023 - Nov 2023 · 3 mos
• New York, New York, United States · On-siteNew York, New York, United States · On-site



Where they are today: Katie Fogarty



Where they are today: Samantha Roesler



Where they are today: Katiuska Carillo



Where they are today: Several

• https://fgcu360.com/2023/12/20/tv-stations-help-fgcu-grads-launch-
careers/

https://fgcu360.com/2023/12/20/tv-stations-help-fgcu-grads-launch-careers/
https://fgcu360.com/2023/12/20/tv-stations-help-fgcu-grads-launch-careers/
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