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1! • Write!the!Ini:a:ve!Proposal!

2! • Request!Title!and!Summary!

3! •  Format!the!Pe::on!

4! • Circulate!the!Pe::on;!Gather!Signatures!

5! • Turn!in!Signatures!

6! • Verify!Signatures!

7! • Elec:on!
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Ini:a:ve!Proposal!becomes!a!
measure!when!Proponents!begin!
to!circulate!signature!pe::ons!

Proponent!writes!text!of!the!
proposed!measure!

Proponent!!seeks!assistance!from!
Legisla:ve!Counsel!

Obtains!25!electors'!signatures!on!
proposed!draW!

Presents!to!Legisla:ve!Counsel!
for!assistance!

Legisla:ve!Counsel!determines!
probability!measure!will!be!

submiXed!to!voters;!draWs!law.!
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Proponent!submits!draW!measure!to!AXorney!
General!

Proponent!pays!$200!fee!
Fee!placed!in!trust!fund;!fee!refunded!if!

measure!qualifies!for!ballot!in!2!years;!if!fails!to!
qualify,!fee!goes!to!General!Fund!

Proponent!signs!statement!about!use!of!
signatures!on!ini:a:ve!pe::on!

AXorney!General!maintains!statement!on!file!
for!8!months!aWer!cer:fica:on!of!elec:on!!

AXorney!General!provides!circula:ng!:tle!and!
summary!to!Secretary!of!State!within!15!days!

of!receiving!proposed!measure!

Proponent!may!amend!measure.!!AXorney!
General!provides!:tle!and!summary!to!
Secretary!of!State!within!15!days!aWer!

receiving!amendment.!

If!fiscal!es:mate!required,!addi:onal!:me!
alloXed!before!providing!final!version!to!

Secretary!of!State!

If!fiscal!es:mate!needed,!AXorney!General!
forwards!to!Department!of!Finance!and!Joint!
Legisla:ve!Budget!CommiXee,!indica:ng!in!
boldface!print!in!:tle!that!fiscal!es:mate!is!

needed!

Department!of!Finance!and!Joint!Legisla:ve!
Budget!CommiXee!prepare!es:mate!within!25!

working!days!or!gives!opinion!of!any!
substan:al!net!change!to!state's!finances!!

AXorney!General!completes!:tle!and!summary!
15!days!aWer!receipt!of!fiscal!es:mate!

AXorney!General!sends!text!to!Senate!and!
Assembly!

Legislature!may!conduct!public!hearings!but!
cannot!amend!the!measure!

AXorney!General!sends!:tle,!summary!and!
unique!numeric!iden:fier!to!Proponent!and!
Secretary!of!State!within!15!days!of!receiving!

fiscal!es:mate!

Date!mailed!becomes!the!Official!Summary!
Date!used!to!calculate!deadlines.!(Pe::ons!

may!not!be!circulated!prior.)!

Secretary!of!State!sends!calendar!to!Proponent!
and!County!Elec:on!Officials!
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Proponent!prepares!pe::on!as!
specified!by!law.!

Pe::on!may!be!prepared!with!
iden:cal!sec:ons!to!facilitate!

circula:on.!

Each!sec:on!must!contain!:tle,!
summary!(12!point!boldface!type),!
and!full!text!of!the!measure!(8!point!

type)!

Each!Sec:on!must!contain!name!of!
county!in!which!it!was!circulated!

Each!sec:on!shall!be!circulated!
among!voters!of!only!one!county!

Signature!sec:on!must!include!
no:fica:on!that!pe::on!may!be!
circulated!by!paid!signature!
gatherers!or!volunteers!

Signature!por:on!must!contain!
sequen:ally!numbered!lines!and!

spaces!

Each!signer!must!provide!!signature,!
printed!name,!residence!address,!
city!or!unincorporated!area,!and!

county!name!
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Proponent!circulates!the!pe::on!and!gathers!
signatures!from!150!days!of!Official!Summary!Date!

Must!gather!sufficient!signatures!to!qualify!at!least!
131!days!before!the!elec:on!

Required!Signatures!

For!Ini:a:ve!Statute!c!5!percent!of!total!votes!cast!
for!governor!at!last!elec:on.!!For!2012:!!504,760!

signatures.!!

For!Ini:a:ve!Cons:tu:onal!Amendment!c!8!
percent!of!total!votes!cast!for!governor!at!last!

elec:on.!!For!2012:!!807,615!signatures.!

Proponent!ensures!and!aXests!circulators!receive!
instruc:ons!on!requirements!and!prohibi:ons!

Each!Sec:on!of!the!Pe::on!must!contain!
circulator's!informa:on!

Name,!residence!address,!street!and!number,!
dates!each!signature!was!obtained,!and!statement!
that!circulator!is!qualified!and!registered!to!vote!in!
CA,!and!statement!that!signatures!witnessed!are!

true!and!genuine.!

Paid!circulator!must!execute!and!submit!a!
declara:on!limi:ng!use!of!signature!informa:on!

collected.!

Signed!statements!are!kept!on!file!at!least!8!
months!aWer!cer:fica:on!of!elec:on!results!

Person,!company!or!other!officers!in!charge!of!
signature!gathering!executes!and!submits!a!

statement!about!use!of!signatues.!

Signed!statements!are!kept!on!file!at!least!8!
months!aWer!cer:fica:on!of!elec:on!results!

Pe::on!Signer!must!be!registered!and!qualified!to!
vote!at!:me!of!signing!pe::on!

Can!sign!only!once!and!only!in!county!of!
registra:on!

Must!execute!the!pe::on!independentlyccmay!not!
have!someone!sign!or!fill!in!informa:on!

May!withdraw!signature!by!wriXen!request!to!
County!Elec:on!Officials!prior!to!date!pe::on!is!

filed!by!the!Proponent!
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Proponent!files!pe::on!sec:ons!with!
appropriate!County!Elec:on!Officials!

Pe::on!may!be!filed!in!sec:ons,!but!
all!sec:ons!in!a!single!county!must!be!

filed!at!the!same!:me!

Once!filed,!pe::on!cannot!be!
amended!except!by!court!order!

Persons!authorized!in!wri:ng!by!
Proponent!may!file!pe::on!sec:ons!
with!appropriate!County!Elec:ons!

Officials!
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County!Elec:on!Officials!determine!number!
of!signatures!on!pe::on!and!report!to!the!

Secretary!of!State!!

Report!signature!count!within!8!days!of!
receipt!(excluding!weekends!and!holidays)!

Secretary!of!State!determines!raw!count!of!
signatures!submiXed!throughout!the!state!

If!signatues!lack!100!percent!of!signatures!
required,!no:fies!County!Elec:on!Officials!

that!no!further!ac:on!is!required!

If!raw!count!is!greater!than!100!percent!of!
signatures!required,!no:fies!County!Elec:on!
Officials!that!random!sample!is!necessary!

County!Elec:on!Officials!verify!validity!of!
signatures!filed!within!30!days!using!random!

sampling!technique!

Must!verify!500!signatures!or!3!percent!of!
signatures!filed!in!that!county,!whichever!is!

greater.!

Coun:es!receiving!less!than!500!signatures!
must!verify!all!signatures!

Secretary!of!State!applies!formula!to!
determine!the!statewide!total!of!valid!

signatures.!

If!number!of!valid!signatures!is!less!than!95!
percent!of!signatures!required,!the!measure!

fails!to!qualify!

Secretary!of!State!generates!a!failure!no:ce!
and!sends!to!Proponent!and!County!Elec:on!

Officials!

If!number!of!valid!signatures!is!between!95!
and!110!percent!of!signatures!required,!
Secretary!of!State!directs!County!Elec:on!
Officials!to!verify!every!signature!on!the!

pe::on!within!30!days.!

If!number!of!valid!signatures!is!greater!than!
110!percent!of!signatures!required,!the!

measure!is!qualified.!

Secretary!of!State!no:fies!Proponent,!County!
Elec:on!Officals,!Chief!Clerk!of!the!Assembly,!

and!Secretary!of!the!Senate!!that!the!
measure!has!qualified!for!the!ballot.!

County!Elec:on!Officals!preserve!ini:a:ve!
pe::ons!un:l!8!months!aWer!cer:fica:on!of!

the!results!of!the!elec:on.!
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Assembly!and!Senate!assign!

appropriate!commiXees!to!hold!joint!
public!hearings!on!ini:a:ve!measure!

Hearings!may!be!held!up!to!30!days!
prior!to!elec:on!

Legislature!has!no!ability!to!amend!
the!ini:a:ve!measure!

Majority!of!voters!approve!ini:a:ve!
measure!!

Measure!takes!effect!the!day!aWer!
the!elec:on!unless!otherwise!
specified!in!the!measure.!

If!provisions!of!two!or!more!
measures!approved!in!the!same!

elec:on!conflict,!measure!with!the!
highest!affirma:ve!vote!prevails!

Legislature!may!amend!or!repeal!
ini:a:ve!statute!with!another!

statute!

Proposed!statute!effec:ve!only!when!
approved!by!voters!unless!ini:a:ve!
statute!permits!amendment!or!
repeal!without!voter!approval!

Postcelec:on!judicial!review!
Severability!c!If!part!of!an!ini:a:ve!is!
found!uncons:tu:onal!remaining!

parts!can!s:ll!go!into!effect.!



!California!Initiative!Process!–!June!2012!

!

11!
!

!

Ba
llo
t!M

ea
su
re
!F
in
an
ci
ng
!

All!Recipient!CommiXees!receiving!
contribu:ons!must!follow!repor:ng!

requirements!per!Poli:cal!Reform!Act!of!
1974!

General'Purpose'Commi0ees'=!For!more!than!
one!elec:on!or!jurisdic:on!

Primarily'Formed'Commi0ees'=!For!!one!or!
more!measures!being!voted!on!in!the!same!
city,!county,!mul:ccounty!jurisdic:on!or!

statewide!elec:on!

PrimarilycFormed!Ballot!Measure!!CommiXe!!
files!Statement!of!Organiza:on!!(Form!410)!
with!Secretary!of!State!!and!local!filing!officer!

within!10!days!of!being!formed!

CommiXee!is!considered!formed!!when!!
contribu:ons!total!$1,000!or!more!in!a!
calendar!year.!!Defines!CommiXee!type.!

Controlled!=!CommiXee!in!which!proponent!
or!other!officer!has!significant!influence!on!

ac:ons!of!the!CommiXee.!!!!!

Sponsored'=!CommiXee!sponsored!by!an!
organiza:on,!union,!or!business!or!other!

en:ty!

Must!name!CommiXee!!Treasurer!and!other!
principal!officers!

CommiXee!files!campaign!statements!on!
Form!460!with!Secretary!of!State!,!Registrarc

Recorder!Los!Angeles!County!and!San!
Francisco!Department!of!Elec:ons!at!regular!

intervals!

Required!informa:on!

Contribu7ons'='Classifies!and!reports!money,!
loans,!and!nonmonetary!contribu:ons!
received!from!!Recipient!CommiXee,!

Individuals,!Poli:cal!Par:es,!Other,!or!Small!
Contributor!CommiXees!

Expenses'='Classifies!and!reports!campaign!
expenditures!and!accrued!expenses!by!names!
of!creditors,!types!of!payments,!outstanding!

balances!and!any!debt!forgiveness.!Addi:onal!electronic!filing!requirements!!
when!cumula:ve!receipts!or!expenditures!
total!$50,000!or!more!or!$5,000!or!more!

received!from!single!donor!

Late!Contribu:on!filngs!required!within!24!
hours!of!receipt!of!$1,000!or!more!from!90!

days!prior!to!elec:on.!!!

CommiXee!must!hold!money!in!trust;!
spending!restricted!to!purpose!for!which!it!

was!given.!

CommiXee!!files!!Termina:on!Statement!!aWer!
mee:ng!criteria!or!may!amend!statement!of!

organiza:on!if!remaining!ac:ve!


