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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities worldwide.

Join us at a LWVNCC public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 2011
from 10 a.m. - 12 noon to hear timely, critical information you can use immediately…

“What if…”
…you are in a serious car accident, are diagnosed with a terminal illness, are in a coma

or vegetative state, or die unexpectedly?
Do your family members or other personal representatives know your wishes?

Do you and they know where your medical, financial and legal information is located?

We can help! The focus of this session is a comprehensive presentation of practical approaches and
essential resources…

Presenters: Moonyeen Klopfenstein, R.N., M.S. “Kloppy” is a League member and Past President of the
Delaware Nurses Association, Delaware Organization of Nurse Executives and Delaware End of Life Coalition,

and Sarah Carmody, MBA, Executive Director of the Delaware Nurses Association

Co-sponsored by the LWV of New Castle County and the Delaware Commission for Women
Wednesday, January 19, 2011 from 10 a.m. - 12 noon

Refreshments will be provided
Wilmington Senior Center

1901 N. Market Street, Wilmington, DE 19802 (parking lot)
302-651-3400 http://www.wilmingtonseniorcenter.org

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A PRIVATE MEETING WITH NEW COUNTY EXECUTIVE
THURSDAY, JANUARY 27TH

League members have a matchless opportunity to speak with our new New Castle County Executive, Paul Clark.
He has invited us to share our hopes and gripes about New Castle County government. It will be just Paul and us. The
day is Thursday, January 27th, at 1:30 pm. The meeting will take place in the County Executive’s Large
Conference Room on the 2nd floor of the New Castle County Government Center, 87 Reads Way, New Castle, DE
19720. The meeting is open only to League members who live in New Castle County. Brand new League members
are also certainly welcome.

Paul often emphasizes that there’s a lot more to County government than planning and zoning, so bring your concerns
and questions about libraries, taxes, sewers, sheriff, parks, etc., as well as those on planning and zoning.

Peggy Schultz, for the Board of Directors
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Special Election for Office of President of New Castle County - Polls open on Thursday, January 13, 2011

This special election for President of New Castle County (NCC) will take place on Thursday, January 13, 2011
because the former County Executive Christopher Coons won the U.S. Senate seat. His vacating the office of
Executive means that Paul Clark, formerly the NCC president, automatically took Coon’s place as Executive.
Therefore, a special election is required to fill the office of NCC President.

Four candidates, who filed with the Department of Elections by the December 10 deadline, are the following:
Timothy Sheldon (Democrat), Thomas Kovach (Republican), James E. Christina (Libertarian), and Jeffrey Brown
(Blue Enigma). To be a more informed voter about these candidates and the office of President of New Castle
County President, tune into WDEL on Monday, January 10 at 6 pm when News Anchor Mr. Allan Loudell will
moderate a debate. There will also be a live video stream on wdel.com.

SEA LEVEL RISE FIELD TRIP, MONDAY, JANUARY 24TH

Although the particulars haven’t yet been worked out, League members throughout the State are invited to join the
Greenhouse Gas Subcommittee of the Energy Committee to see firsthand some results of sea level rise evident in Kent
and Sussex Counties. The tour will begin at either Bombay Hook or Prime Hook, and then we hope to have a
look at some water encroaching in southern Sussex County. The date is Monday, January 24th. Call Peggy
Schultz (235-7182) or email her at schultz_peggy@yahoo.com, and she will fill you in on the details as they become
available.

Observer Corps folks needed!

We need members to attend County Planning Board hearings (first Tuesday of month, 7 pm, Gilliam Bldg.) and
meetings (3rd Tuesday of month, 9 am, also Gilliam), as well as County Land Use Committee meetings (1st and 3rd
Tuesdays, 3-5 pm, Council committee meeting room, 8th floor, City-County Bldg.) and Council meetings (2nd and 4th
Tuesdays, 7-? pm, Council Chambers, street floor, City-County Bldg.). We will give you a simple form to fill out and
submit to the Land Use/Transportation Committee, and we will provide a League “buddy” to go with you for as long
as you would like. Please give Peggy Schultz a call at 235-7182 or email her at schultz_peggy@yahoo.com if you’d
like to do this really fun activity! It’s great for new members because you can go in to the meeting totally “cold,” and
still provide a valuable service to the League.

URBAN HEALTH/SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

The Committee will be planning a public forum for the LWVNCC on the re-entry experience and development of
community programs for February 2011. We invite anyone interested to drop in. The next committee meeting will
be Tuesday, January 11 at the League Office, 2400 W. 17th St., Wilmington, 571-8948 ~ 7 pm.

Hold the Date: Tuesday, February 22, 2011, 7:00 PM LWVNCC Open Meeting entitled

“There and Back: A Discussion of Expanded Reentry Programs
for Adults in Delaware”

Details to follow in February Voter
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Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting, Monday, January 17th

On Monday, January 17th, the Land Use/Transportation Committee will meet at the home of Peggy Schultz, 235-7182.
We’re going to try a Skype connection with downstate and/or local mobility-limited folks. If you’d like to participate,
give either Jane Dilley (610-869-8848) or Peggy a call a day or so before the meeting, and we’ll try to help you log on.

The Great Decisions First Wednesday Group (Newark area) has transformed itself
in to a First Monday group.

(We are too impatient to wait until Wednesdays.) We are still meeting from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Newark Free
Library. And, for those with the time and appreciation for socializing over good food, we will continue to have a
warm-up at the Bamboo House restaurant (in the shopping center across the way from the library) at noon. The 2011
books will arrive from the Foreign Policy Association in January and our first meeting - on Rebuilding Haiti - will be
on Monday, February 14th (only for this month and then go back to first Monday. Please feel free to join us for good
talk about current world issues. If interested, please let me know. Vicky Kleinman, kraver@udel.edu, 731-4950

Great Decisions Group (Northern NCC)

On January 13, 2011, Great Decisions will have a special meeting to enjoy presentations by members Marion Godfrey
and Roberta Ray. We will meet at Marion's house at 10 a.m. (658-5151) There is plenty of on-street parking.

Marion will speak and show pictures of her recent trip to India and Bhutan (a small landlocked
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landlocked) country in South Asia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asia), located at
the eastern end of the Himalayas (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas) and bordered to the south, east and west by
the Republic of India (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India) and to the north by the People's Republic of China
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People's_Republic_of_China) ).

Roberta will have just returned from her Roads Cruise to Central America and the Panama Canal, during which she
will have heard several talks by Benjamin Tutu. She will be speaking about this and will show us any pictures she may
have ready. Lunch will follow at a local restaurant for those tempted by both good conversation and food!

The new Great Decisions 2011 books have arrived and will be distributed to members attending this extra meeting.
Regular meetings, held on the second Thursday of each month, will begin February 10.

THANK YOU to Our Contributors

Who has made a contribution to the LWV of New Castle County for FY 2010-2011.
Listed below are members who have made contributions to the LWVNCC since the last
newsletter, November/December 2010. Contributions to the LWVDE 90th Anniversary
Gala and the Education Fund will be listed in the 2011 Winter Voter.

Janet and Brian Kramer, Fiona Murray, Suzanne Proud, Pat Todd,
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ATTENTION MEMBERS – HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

Thank you to all members who have renewed membership in the LWV of New Castle County for FY 2010-11.

Attention!!!

There are about 60 League members who still need to send in their membership renewal check. In late
November/early December a first class letter was mailed to only those members, who had not yet renewed.
Please don’t let it slip your mind! Renewing at the local level makes you a member of the state and national
organizations as well. We need you. If you have any questions call Letty Diswood at 571-8948 and leave a message
or call her at home at 478-8224.

UNIVERSAL RECYCLING LAW

Last spring, SB 324, the Universal Recycling bill, was signed into law. Some of the provisions of that law have
already gone into effect while others will go into effect in 2011.

First, a new Recycling Public Advisory Council (RPAC) was formed including most of the members from the
old Council plus representatives from the grocery stores, restaurants, soft drink, beer and liquor industries and
the DE Chamber of Commerce. The new Council formed three new sub-committees:

1. The Administrative Committee worked on the by-laws which were adopted.
2. The Grants Committee set up the criteria which would be used in the Grant program to help

municipalities and haulers with the added cost of providing equipment such as containers for each
customer or resident to participate in statewide curbside recycling. The criteria was set up and the first
round of applications are being accepted now until the end of January.

3. The Education and Outreach Committee’s function will be to inform governments, residents, haulers,
stores and restaurants of dates when different parts of the law go into effect.

Starting December 1, 2010, customers were no longer charged a five cent deposit on plastic and glass beverage
containers. Customers need to return their used beverage containers that they paid a deposit on by the end of
January if they want their five cents back. After that date, stores no longer will return deposits. Soft drink and
beer retailers will be charged a four cent fee for glass and plastic beverage containers starting December 1,
2010. That source of money will fund the Grants program. The fee sunsets on December 1, 2014.

By September 15, 2011, municipalities and haulers must provide recycling containers to all their single-family,
restaurants and bar customers in the state for curbside recycling. Residents will no longer have to separate the
designated recycled materials. This is called single-stream recycling; everything goes in one recycling
container.. Your municipal service or hauler will be charging you for recycling whether you choose or not to
recycle. Already several towns in the state provide curbside service. Wilmington has had this service for
several years. Nothing will change for those who take their trash and recyclables to the landfill.

Yard waste has been banned from the Cherry Island Landfill since January 2009. Beginning in 2011, yard waste will
also be banned from the Kent and Sussex County landfills. Yard waste makes up around 20% of the waste material
going to the landfills. And it can be recycled as compost. At RPAC’s December meeting, Tom Noyes provided the
Council with estimated costs for a new landfill. Landfills are very, very expensive. It is more economical to divert
yard waste and recyclables from our present landfills than purchasing property and constructing a new one. The new
law sets goals of diversion rates of municipal solid waste at 50% by Jan. 1, 2015 and 60% by 2020.

Pat Todd, Natural Resources Chair
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SWITCHING GEARS: MORE COMMUTERS BIKE TO WORK

According to a November 29th NPR article, "Cycling has at least tripled over the past two decades in big cities across
the U.S. And researchers have found that the cities with the highest rates of walking and cycling to work have lower
obesity rates." To view the articles visit
http.//www.npr.org/2010/ll/23/131539669/switching=gears.-more-commuters-bike-to-work&sc.=nl&cc.=hh-20101129

JaneDilley jadilley@udel.edu

LWVNCC NOMINATING COMMITTEE IS SEEKING YOUR HELP

The LWV of New Castle County needs your talents and knowledge. The Nominating Committee
is seeking candidates to serve for a period of two years, beginning in May, 2011 for the
following offices: President, 1st Vice President, Secretary, and Director (5 elected). You may
nominate yourself, or suggest more than one candidate. Candidates must have an email address.
Please email or call your nominations to Nominating Committee: Janet Kramer (jkr5936763@aol.com), Letty
Diswood (letty.diswood@verizon.net or 478-8224), Moonyeen Klopfenstein (mklopfenstein@christianacare.org.

Dear League Members,

Thank you for all your dedicated support this past year - our 90th anniversary year. Without your
commitment, the League of Women Voters could not continue our mission to make democracy work.

We came together in 2010 to educate thousands of voters nationwide, expand our outreach to young
voters, and ramp up voter protection efforts to ensure that all eligible voters could vote. We made a
difference for health care reform, ethics in government, money in elections, climate change, judicial
diversity and many other issues.

In the coming months, we will be redoubling our efforts as we continue to make government more
accountable and transparent to its citizens, and we’ll be counting on your support to help achieve these
goals.

You are an important part of the citizenry that makes our work possible as we fight to be heard over
the rabble of special interests. Because of you, we recommit ourselves every day to make our voice
heard and get the work done.

We have a busy year ahead of us but with your help and the strength of
our supporters across the country, I know we can achieve anything.

Thank you so much and have a happy new year.

All the best,

Elisabeth MacNamara, LWVUS President
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LWV of NEW CASTLE COUNTY – 2011 CALENDAR

JANUARY 2011

Wednesday 1/5 – LWVDE Action Committee Meeting, House Hearing Room, 2nd Floor, Legislative Hall, Dover ~ 9:30 am

Thursday, 1/6 – NCC Board Meeting, 7 pm at the League Office, 2400 W 17th St., Rom 1, Wilmington, 571-8948

Tuesday, 1/11 - Urban Health Committee meeting –League Office, 2400 W. 17th St., Wilmington, 571-8948 ~ 7 pm

Thursday, 1/13 - Great Decisions Group (Northern NCC) Marion Godfrey’s home, (658-5151) at 10 am -12 noon

Wednesday, 1/19 – Co-sponsored by LWVNCC and Delaware Commission for Women, 10 am–12 noon at the Wilmington Senior
Center, 1901 N Market St, Wilmington, DE 19802, www.wilmingtonseniorcenter.org – 302- 651-3400
What If…” You are in a serious car accident, are diagnosed with a terminal illness, are in a coma or vegetative state, or die
unexpectedly? Do your family members or other personal representatives know your wishes? Do you and they know where
your medical, financial and legal information is located? Need a ride? Call 571-8948
Moonyeen Klopfenstein and Sarah Carmody will provide valuable information and resources.

FEBRUARY 2011
The Urban Health Committee is planning a Program on released prisoner re-entry programs and viewing of film about
problems encountered by prisoners released in Delaware. The film was made in the City of Wilmington. Details, next Voter.

Monday, 2/14 - Great Decisions (Newark Area) Group 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Newark Free Library (see page 3 for details)

MARCH 2011 - Consensus on Climate Change, (tentative program title: An Energy and Climate Change Plan for Delaware);
Pat Todd, Chad Tolman and committee; date, time and location TBD

League Day in Dover, Sea Level Rise, tentatively scheduled for March 23, The Outlook at the Duncan Center, Dover

APRIL 2011 - Consensus on Land Use/Transportation; Peggy Schultz, Jane Dilley and committee; date, time & location TBD

MAY 2011 - LWV of Delaware Biennial Convention 2011, Saturday, May 14, Dover

JUNE 2011 - LWV of New Castle County Annual Meeting/Calendar Planning, June 6, time and location TBD

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
www.de.lwv.org

OUR ADVERTISERS

The VOTER is published monthly 10 times a year by the
League of Women Voters of New Castle County, 2400 W
17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level,
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311. Office telephone:
302.571.8948. The LWVDE and the LWVNCC home
page http://de.lwv.org, lwvncc@voicenet.com President:
Carrie Hutson 302.261.6878 camay15@hotmail.com-
Editors: Letty Diswood 302.478.8224 e-mail
letty.diswood@verizon.net, Janet Kramer, 302.239.1518,
e-mail jkr5936763@aol.com
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The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Urban Health and Justice Committee is sponsoring

Tuesday, February 22
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in Class Room 6

Westminster Presbyterian Church,
1502 W. 13th Street, Wilmington

Greg Morris will show his award winning film "Twenty Minutes"
which documents the first twenty minutes after the release of a prisoner on the
streets of Wilmington.

Drew Fennell, Executive Director of the Delaware Criminal Justice
Council will discuss the Council, its function in the Delaware criminal

justice sys system as well as the Council's role and goals in the implementation of expanded
prerelease and reentry services for prisoners.

Both Ms. Fennell and Mr. Morris will be available to make comments and answer questions from the
audience. Biographical information listed on page 2.

This program is open to all League members, community partners, and the public. Light refreshments
will be served. Please join us for what will be an interesting and informative look at reentry issues
facing our community. For rides call 302-571-8948 or 478-8224

Enter the building from the parking lot off of Rodney Street, #1506, enter through double blue doors,
go to right after blue door to class room 6. There is plenty of free parking in church lot off of Rodney
Street. Directions from Pennsylvania Avenue:
• Driving West on PA Avenue, turn right onto N. Rodney Street, Church is on your left.
• Go ½ block and then turn left into parking lot.
• Driving East on PA Avenue, turn left onto N. Rodney Street, Church is on your left.

If inclement weather, notification will be found at SNOWATCH at WDEL 1150. Outgoing message will be
placed on office telephone at 302-571-8948.

There and Back-‐ A Discussion of Reentry Programs for
Adults Returning to the Community from Prison
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(Continued from page 1, There and Back)

G. Lloyd Morris, AKA Gregory Lloyd Morris, is a native of Los Angeles. In the early 90’s G. Lloyd
interned as a music producer for DreamWorks Music in Los Angeles, CA. Shortly after, he and his business
partner/wife, became business owners of a music production company in Marina Del Rey, CA. In 2001, they
decided to relocate their company to the East Coast. While continuing his efforts to build their production
company, he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Behavioral Science from Wilmington University. Shortly
thereafter, he returned to his first passion - writing.

In January 2007 G. Lloyd premiered a gospel musical stage play, “The Dreamer”, which featured several
gospel artists at the Keswick Theatre in Philadelphia, PA. G. Lloyd is now an MFA candidate in the
Graduate Playwriting Program at Temple University. He recently premiered his original stage play “The
Belly”, as a world premiere production at Temple University which ran for 14 shows to sellout crowds.

G Lloyd is happily married to Dawn Morris, Executive Producer and President of IAM Film Works. In 2009,
the power business couple created IAM Film Works which writes and produces theatre, PSA short films, and
feature films. The film “20 Minutes… An American Tale” was their first independent film project. This
film sparked an important discussion about recidivism and about “change”. Because of his prolific writing
skills, he was given the opportunity to write and direct four PSA’s targeting domestic violence, gang
violence, and anti-gun for the City of Wilmington’s Child Development Community Policing Program
(CDCP). Additionally, his company IAM Film Works will soon be producing a short film for the Trauma
Program at Christiana Care in conjunction with the Department of Justice.

Drew Fennell, Esq. appointed to Executive Director of the Delaware Criminal Justice Council by Governor
Markell in 2010, had been the Executive Director of the ACLU of Delaware for a number of years and is a
staunch advocate for justice reform.

January program highlights WHAT IF….

The League’s program held January 19th provided timely, and critical information to League

members and attendees of the Wilmington Senior Center. “What if…”you are in a serious car
accident, are diagnosed with a terminal illness, are in a coma or vegetative state, or die
unexpectedly?
Do your family members or other personal representatives know your wishes?
Do you and they know where your medical, financial and legal information is located?

It was presented by Moonyeen Klopfenstein, R.N., M.S.
“Kloppy”,(pictured on left) a League member and Past President of the
Delaware Nurses Association, Delaware Organization of Nurse Executives
and Delaware End of Life Coalition, and Sarah Carmody, MBA, Executive
Director of the Delaware Nurses Association (pictured below on right)

Thank you both for an
enlightening presentation.

Co-sponsored by the LWV of New Castle County
and the Delaware Commission for Women.
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Hold this date:
Third Delaware Environmental Summit

A gathering of Delaware's environmental advocates.

Saturday, February 26, 2011
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Wilmington University

(Located at the Northern Dover Exit of Rte 1)
Dover, Delaware

Please join us to discuss recent progress and make plans for environmental advocacy efforts for
2011.

Objectives:

1. Support and enhance the ongoing advocacy work of Delaware’s environmental organizations.
2. Promote coordination among Delaware’s environmental organizations.
3. Where needed, foster new collaborative efforts among environmental advocates.
4. Engage new partners in environmental advocacy.
5. Give participants specific opportunities to engage in effective advocacy.

PROGRAM

8:00 a.m. Registration (Cost: $5/person, $25/co-sponsoring organization)
8:30 Welcome and Introduction - Tom Noyes
8:40 Survey of Advocacy and Environmental Organizations - David Carter
9:00 Introduction to discussion groups - Tom Noyes
9:10 Breakout Group I: Establish Priorities - Choice of: Water Quality & Quantity

Land Use
Air Quality
Climate Change
Recycling & Solid Waste
Energy
Public Health

10:05 Breakout Group II: Establish Priorities -- Same choices as I
11:00 Report Back
11:40 Legislative Process and Lobbying Workshop -John Flaherty
12:00 Path Forward - Tom Noyes
12:30 End of Program

For further information and registration contact Pat Todd at ptoddwilm@aol.com

The VOTER is published monthly 10 times a year by the League of Women Voters of New Castle County, 2400 W 17th Street,
Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 19806-1311. Office telephone: 302.571.8948. The LWVDE and the
LWVNCC home page http://de.lwv.org, lwvncc@voicenet.com President: Carrie Hutson 302.261.6878 camay15@hotmail.com-
Editors: Letty Diswood 302.478.8224 e-mail letty.diswood@verizon.net, Janet Kramer, 302.239.1518, e-mail
jkr5936763@aol.com
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JUSTICE LEGISLATION UPDATE

Over the years LWVDE has worked with Stand Up for
What Is Right and Just (SURJ) its 3000 members on
many bills to improve the criminal justice system.
However the repeal of minimum mandatory sentences
was the long time goal of SURJ into last year.
Unfortunately various iterations of the bill never came
to a full affirmative vote due to long held beliefs by
members of the General Assembly that drug abuse is
purely criminal behavior and ‘soft on crime’ legislation
jeopardizes re-election.

As an alternative to the repeal of minimum mandatory
sentences for “drug crimes”, SURJ developed a Drug
Law Revision Committee made up of representatives
from law enforcement, judiciary, defense and
prosecutor staffs and the legislature, with the goal of
completing a review of the Delaware drug laws with
the intent of crafting legislation that could revise
Delaware drug statutes and be passed by the
legislature. H.B. 19 introduced in this Delaware
General Assembly January 20, 2011 by prime sponsor
Representative Melanie George is the work product of
that committee.

H.B. 19 is a serious attempt to improve the laws
involving drug possession by repealing the minimum
mandatory sentences for simple possession of illegal
drugs including drug paraphernalia which would now
become a misdemeanor and, in some cases, to increase
the proscribed sentences for trafficking drugs under
aggravating circumstances including a second charge
of possession, resisting arrest, obtaining multiple
prescriptions by deception, and larger quantities of
illegal drugs including medications not street drugs
obtained for abuse. The bill also repeals some
nuisance laws which stand on their own but frequently
were bundled into simple possession charges such as
possession of a hypodermic syringe without a
certificate and maintaining medication not in the
original container.

Although H.B. 19 is not the repeal of minimum
mandatory sentencing for drug possession that we in
the LWVDE had hoped for, H.B.19 does establish
more rational drug policy in line with the increase of
abuse of prescription drugs in the community.

Let your legislators know that you support the H.B.
19 and urge them to pass it.

Great Decisions 2011
February 10 Northern Group

Great Decisions 2011 is about to begin again on our
usual second Thursday! Our first meeting will be
February 10, 10 a.m., at Nancy Hannigan’s at 302-478-
1889. Although we usually begin by discussing the
first topic, please read and be prepared to discuss the 5-
page introduction – How Foreign Policy is Made,
written by the Foreign Policy Association editors. We
will then continue with Topic 1: Rebuilding Haiti.
Plenty to cover in two hours! Lunch will follow for
those interested in food and conversation.

We will meet again on March 10.

The Great Decisions First Wednesday Group
(Newark area) has transformed itself

in to a First Monday group.

(We are too impatient to wait until Wednesdays.) We
are still meeting from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Newark
Free Library. And, for those with the time and
appreciation for socializing over good food, we will
continue to have a warm-up at the Bamboo House
restaurant (in the shopping center across the way from
the library) at noon. The 2011 books will arrive from
the Foreign Policy Association in January and our first
meeting - on Rebuilding Haiti - will be on Monday,
February 14th (only for this month and then go back to
first Monday. Please feel free to join us for good talk
about current world issues. If interested, please let me
know. Vicky Kleinman, kraver@udel.edu, 731-4950.

Kudos

Stand Up for What Is Right and Just (SURJ), a statewide grassroots organization dedicated to reforming

Delaware’s criminal justice system, held its 10
th
Anniversary Celebration at the FireStone Roasting House

January 24, 2011. Governor Russell W. Peterson, long time LWVNCC member and Governor Dale

E. Wolf, were recipients of the First Governor’s Award for Social Justice and State Representative Melanie

George received the Change Agent Award during the celebration.
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UNIVERSAL RECYCLING LAW

Last spring, SB 324, the Universal Recycling bill, was signed into law. Some of the provisions of that law have
already gone into effect while others will go into effect in 2011.

First, a new Recycling Public Advisory Council (RPAC) was formed including most of the members from the
old Council plus representatives from the grocery stores, restaurants, soft drink, beer and liquor industries and
the DE Chamber of Commerce. The new Council formed three new sub-committees:

1. The Administrative Committee worked on the by-laws which were adopted.
2. The Grants Committee set up the criteria which would be used in the Grant program to help

municipalities and haulers with the added cost of providing equipment such as containers for each
customer or resident to participate in statewide curbside recycling. The criteria was set up and the first
round of applications are being accepted now until the end of January.

3. The Education and Outreach Committee’s function will be to inform governments, residents, haulers,
stores and restaurants of dates when different parts of the law go into effect.

Starting December 1, 2010, customers were no longer charged a five cent deposit on plastic and glass beverage
containers. Customers need to return their used beverage containers that they paid a deposit on by the end of
January if they want their five cents back. After that date, stores no longer will return deposits. Soft drink and
beer retailers will be charged a four cent fee for glass and plastic beverage containers starting December 1,
2010. That source of money will fund the Grants program. The fee sunsets on December 1, 2014.

By September 15, 2011, municipalities and haulers must provide recycling containers to all their single-family,
restaurants and bar customers in the state for curbside recycling. Residents will no longer have to separate the
designated recycled materials. This is called single-stream recycling; everything goes in one recycling
container.. Your municipal service or hauler will be charging you for recycling whether you choose or not to
recycle. Already several towns in the state provide curbside service. Wilmington has had this service for
several years. Nothing will change for those who take their trash and recyclables to the landfill.

Yard waste has been banned from the Cherry Island Landfill since January 2009. Beginning in 2011, yard waste will
also be banned from the Kent and Sussex County landfills. Yard waste makes up around 20% of the waste material
going to the landfills. And it can be recycled as compost. At RPAC’s December meeting, Tom Noyes provided the
Council with estimated costs for a new landfill. Landfills are very, very expensive. It is more economical to divert
yard waste and recyclables from our present landfills than purchasing property and constructing a new one. The new
law sets goals of diversion rates of municipal solid waste at 50% by Jan. 1, 2015 and 60% by 2020.

Pat Todd, LWVDE Environmental Chair

LWVNCC NOMINATING COMMITTEE IS SEEKING YOUR HELP

The LWV of New Castle County needs your talents and knowledge. The Nominating

Committee is seeking candidates to serve for a period of two years, beginning in June,

2011 for the following offices: President, 1
st

Vice President, Secretary, and Director (5

elected). You may nominate yourself, or suggest more than one candidate. Candidates

must have an email address.

Please email or call your nominations to Nominating Committee:
Janet Kramer (jkr5936763@aol.com), Letty Diswood (letty.diswood@verizon.net or 478-8224),
Moonyeen Klopfenstein (mklopfenstein@christianacare.org.
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KUDOS

Reprinted from an article in the News Journal and delawareonline.com written by Molly Murray, Sunday, January 16, 2011

For her efforts to move the state toward recycling, The News Journal is honoring her as one of its
50 Who Matter, a list of Delaware's unsung heroes -- people who make a difference in all of our lives.

Just ask Pat Todd.

In the late 1970s,
efforts to get a state
bottle bill adopted
stalled. Todd and a
group from the
League of Women
Voters scheduled a
meeting with the state
Farm Bureau to
discuss the proposal.

Turns out, the then-
president of the
bureau spent the
morning replacing a
flat tire on his tractor -

- an expensive and time-consuming proposition three
decades ago. The culprit in the flat: a broken bottle or
severed steel can.

Todd knew she had him on her side.

"He was very supportive," Todd recalled. But "there
were a great many people who were against it."

Back then, Delaware's back roads were littered with
steel cans and whole and broken bottles. Shards of
glass ended up in pastures -- where animals were
grazing -- and in planted fields. Todd and others,
including the late Rep. Gwynne P. Smith, thought there
had to be a better way.

Their idea was to get people to recycle beverage
containers and encourage it by charging a refundable
deposit. For more than three decades, that has been
Todd's volunteer mission: finding a better way to
handle Delaware's trash.

For her efforts to move the state toward recycling, The
News Journal is honoring her as one of its 50 Who
Matter, a list of Delaware's unsung heroes -- people
who make a difference in all of our lives.

"She really has her finger on everything
environmental," said longtime friend and fellow
environmental advocate Lorraine Fleming.

She tells the Pat Todd story like this: The two women
met in the Niagara Falls area of New York decades
ago. Fleming's husband, Richard, and Todd's late
husband, Bill, were lab partners at a DuPont Co.
facility there.

Fleming was involved in water resources issues when
she met Todd.

"I talked her into joining the League of Women
Voters," she said.

Then, with Todd in the ranks, Fleming said she moved
on to other interests. But she left the league in good
hands.

Todd stayed active in the civic organization for
decades -- in New York and then in Delaware -- and
over the years became a champion for many of the
First State's key environmental issues -- among them
recycling and energy policy.

Behind the scenes, she met, nudged and convinced
state lawmakers first to pass the controversial bottle
bill and then, more recently, to adopt recycling
legislation.

Her gift, said B.J. Vinton II, who chairs the Delaware
Recycling Advisory Council on which Todd serves, is
a deep understanding of how government and politics
work.

"She has always been the most experienced person on
the council," Vinton said. "She has worked very hard at
this. ... Almost every time I interact with her, I learn
something new. She's been at it for a really long time.
She's an amazing woman."

Todd is a background player, meaning few people in
the state may realize how influential she has been. But
Vinton likened her accomplishments to those of many
elected officials when it comes to influencing state
policy.

(Continued on page 7 Pat Todd)



7

(Continued from page 6 Pat Todd)

Todd was a high school chemistry teacher in New
York, but when she got to Delaware, chemistry
teachers weren't in demand. She volunteered with the
League of Women Voters, became involved with the
passage of the bottle bill and then went back to college
to earn an accounting degree. She worked for several
years and then returned to recycling issues, again
through her involvement with the league.

That first bottle bill took years to pass even with the
support of 57 civic and community organizations
throughout the state, Todd said.

Rep. Gwynne P. Smith , who died late last year, kept
reintroducing the bill session after session until it
finally passed, Todd said. "We started in 1976 and it
passed in 1982. She would keep introducing it every
two years."

In the end, the bottle bill advocates weren't completely
satisfied, she said. They had hoped the bill would go
further and cover more types of containers, but the goal
of cleaning up litter was partially met, she said.

1999 initiative

"It's amazing that we ever got it passed," she said. "We
were trying to cut down litter and get recycling started
in Delaware."

Todd continued with the league and got more involved
in 1999, when Gov. Tom Carper formed a committee
with a goal of increasing recycling in Delaware. The
recently adopted recycling measure took even longer
than the bottle bill to pass: 10 years, Todd said.

Fleming's husband, Dick, who also serves with Todd
on the recycling committee, said he believes the reason
it takes so long to get things done is because people are
afraid of change and prefer the status quo.

"As you look back, sometimes individuals can really
make a difference," he said, noting that Todd's tenacity
in sticking with issues has been a key. "That's what it
takes, oftentimes, to get something done in Delaware."

Todd doesn't browbeat people over to her side.

Marjorie A. Crofts, director of the state Division of
Waste and Hazardous Substances, said that while Todd
is passionate about what she believes in, "she's also
reasonable. ... She's very approachable. Pat is one of
those gems."

Delaware Solid Waste Authority Chief Executive
Officer Pasquale S. Canzano agreed.

"She's very ardent about what she does," he said. "But
she's somewhat of a consensus builder."

Todd said her goal is to see Delawareans recycle more
and send less to landfills. Meanwhile, she is also
interested in energy policy. With residential recycling,
she said, the key is curbside service.

"Then we must convince the commercial people they
need to do more recycling," she said. "We have much
further to go."

See video of interview of Pat Todd, Lorraine Fleming
and Letty Diswood

http://www.delawareonline.com/section/VideoNetwork
?bctid=750970502001

In Memoriam

Bill Carter, LWVNCC member, died January 10, 2011

After a long illness. Bill was the husband of

Terri Maurer Carter, former LWVNCC Board member

and co-chair of the Urban Health and Justice Committee.

Bill and Terri are advertisers in the LWVNCC Voter

as Carter’s Family Photos.

Laura Schaefgen, LWVNCC member, passed away

on Wednesday, December 8, 2010, at St. Francis Hospital,

surrounded by her loving family. She was 87.

She had been chair of the LWVDE Criminal Justice Committee during the 1980’s.
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LWV of NEW CASTLE COUNTY – 2011 CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

Wednesday 2 – LWVDE Action Committee meeting 9:30 am – 12 pm Legislative Hall, Dover

Wednesday 2 – LWVDE Governance Committee meeting 12:30 pm Legislative Hall, Dover

Thursday 3 – LWVNCC Board meeting 7 pm at League Office, 2400 W. 17th St. Wilmington

Thursday 10 – Great Decisions (Northern Area) Group 10a.m. 12 at Nancy Hannigan, 302-478-1889

Monday 14 - Great Decisions (Newark Area) Group 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Newark Free Library (see page 4 for
details)

Wednesday 16 – LWVNCC Budget Committee 11:30 am- 1:30 pm Dover Library, Dover

Thursday 17 – LWVDE Board meeting 6 pm Roma Restaurant, Dover

Tuesday 22 - There and Back- A Discussion of Reentry Programs for Adults Returning to the Community from
Prison. - 7 p.m. Westminster Presbyterian Church, Wilmington (see page 1 for details)

Saturday 26 – 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 pm Third Delaware Environmental Summit, A gathering of Delaware's
environmental advocates. Wilmington University, Dover

MARCH

MONDAY 7 – 7 P.M. Consensus on Climate Change, An Energy and Climate Change Plan for Delaware meeting in
Immanuel Church Highland, 2400 W 17th Street (where League office is located. For rides call 571-8948; presenter
:Pat Todd, Chad Tolman and committee

Wednesday 23 - League Day in Dover, Sea Level Rise, 8:30 am registration, program 9 am – 1:30 p.m. includes
lunch, The Outlook at the Duncan Center, Dover.

APRIL 2011 - Consensus on Land Use/Transportation; Peggy Schultz, Jane Dilley and committee; date, time &
location TBD

MAY 14, 2011 - LWV of Delaware Biennial Convention 2011, Dover

JUNE 6, 2011 - LWV of New Castle County Annual Meeting/Calendar Planning, Time and location TBD

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
www.de.lwv.org

Congratulations to Moonyeen L. Klopfenstein who has been nominated to receive the 2011

Delaware Commission for Women Hall of Fame of Delaware Women Award along with four

other exceptional women. Awards ceremony will take place, Tuesday, March 22 at the

Christiana Hilton, 100 Continental Dr., Newark. More information will be in the March

Voter.
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and hot issue of our times. So join League members for a stimulating presentation and discussion about an
ENERGY and CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN FOR DELAWARE. Support your team – they have put an
enormous effort into this study and are presenting it to each local league in Delaware.

SPECIAL CONSENSUS MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT

The League of Women Voters of New Castle County is holding a special consensus meeting
Monday, March 7,

6:30-9:00 P.M.
Fellowship Hall in the Immanuel Church Highlands

(League office is located)
2400 W 17th St Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level in Wilmington.

Refreshments will be available at 6:30 and the meeting will start at 7:00. Mary Anne Edwards, Peggy
Schultz and Chad Tolman of the Energy/Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Subcommittee will make presentations and
lead the discussion. The important consensus question to be discussed is:

Should Delaware adopt an aggressive and comprehensive energy/climate change plan? If yes, which of the
following should be included:

impacts that cannot be avoided - especially sea level rise

Background information to read prior to the meeting via special email was sent to you 2/23/2011 (It will be
sent by regular mail for those without internet.) For those of you interested in more detail, supplementary
material with figures and references will be posted on the LWVDE web site www.de.lwv.org.

Please join us on March 7 to discuss energy/climate issues that are vital to the future of our state.
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MEETING WITH PAUL CLARK RE-SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 14th

League members have a matchless opportunity to speak with our new New Castle County Executive, Paul Clark.
He has invited us to share our hopes and gripes about New Castle County government. It will be just Paul and us.
The meeting was originally scheduled for January, but was postponed because of the snow. The new date is
Monday, March 14th, 2 pm. The meeting will take place in the County Executive’s Large Conference Room on the
2nd floor of the New Castle County Government Center, 87 Reads Way, New Castle, DE 19720. The meeting is
open only to League members who live in New Castle County. Brand new League members are also certainly
welcome.

Paul often emphasizes that there’s a lot more to County government than planning and zoning, so bring your
concerns and questions about libraries, taxes, sewers, sheriff, parks, etc., as well as those on planning and zoning.

Please RSVP to Peggy Schultz by Friday, March 11th: schultz_peggy@yahoo.com, or 302-235-7182.

NEW CASTLE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE PUBLIC MEETINGS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, February 23, 2011 Water & Sewer
Wednesday, March 9, 2011 Conservation and Natural Resources
Wednesday, March 23, 2011 Historic Preservation and Housing
Wednesday, March 30, 2011 Future Land Use
Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Economic Development
Wednesday, April 27, 2011 Community Design
Wednesday, May 11, 2011 Intra-governmental Coordination
Wednesday, May 25, 2011 Inter-governmental Coordination
Wednesday, June 8, 2011 Future Land Use and Implementation Strategies

All meetings are to be held from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the multi-purpose room at the Gillian Building, 77 Reads
Way, New Castle, DE 19720.

Great Decisions Northern Group, Thursday, March 10, 10 am – 12 noon

Cokesbury Village, Jackie Harris (302-234-4439). We will discuss Topic 2: American national security since 9/11. In addition
we will welcome Hetty Francke who will join us to speak briefly of her personal experiences with the Haiti Family
Initiative In Jacmel, Haiti last August. Our next meeting will be Thursday, April 14.

Directions: Take Rt. 141 to Rt. 48 (Lancaster Pike) toward Hockessin. Turn right at the 3rd traffic light onto
Loveville Road. (There is a green sign on Rt. 48 indicating Cokesbury Village - Coffee Run Condos are across the
street). Make a right turn off Loveville into Cokesbury at the first right after the recycle. Turn left at the stop sign,
continue left past the main building, go under the overpass and continue left up the hill to the first street, Oxford
Place. Harris cottage is #20, the first end unit you see with garages underneath. You may park along the street or go
past Oxford and turn left into the parking lot behind the building.

The Great Decisions Newark Group, Monday, March 14 - 1:30 to 3:30 pm

We will meet from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Newark Free Library. And, for those with the time and appreciation for
socializing over good food, we will continue to have a warm-up at the Bamboo House restaurant (in the shopping
center across the way from the library) at noon. Our meeting - National Security - will be on Monday, March 14th.

Please feel free to join us for good talk about current world issues. If interested, please let me know. Vicky
Kleinman, kraver@udel.edu, 731-4950.
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LWVNCC NOMINATING COMMITTEE IS SEEKING YOUR HELP

The LWV of New Castle County needs your talents and knowledge. The Nominating
Committee is seeking candidates to serve for a period of two years, beginning in June, 2011
for the following offices: President, 1st Vice President, Secretary, and Director (5 elected).
You may nominate yourself, or suggest more than one candidate. Candidates must have an
email address.
Please email or call your nominations to Nominating Committee:
Janet Kramer (jkr5936763@aol.com), Letty Diswood (letty.diswood@verizon.net or 478-8224), Moonyeen
Klopfenstein (mklopfenstein@christianacare.org.

2011 Hall of Fame of Delaware Women – 30th Annual Celebration of Delaware Women

The Delaware Commission for Women is pleased to announce the 2011 inductees into Hall of Fame of Delaware
Women: Neda P. Biggs (Legal Advocacy), Imogene F. Chandler (Early Childhood Education), Susan Del Pesco
(Law and Advocacy), Audrey Kohl Doberstein (Higher Education), and Moonyeen L. Klopfenstein (Health
Care).

The Hall of Fame Award Ceremony will be held Tuesday, March 22, 2011 at the Christiana Hilton Hotel, 100
Continental Drive, Newark DE 19713. The evening will begin with a reception and cash bar at 5:30 p.m. followed
by the award ceremony at 6:30 p.m. and a dessert reception at 7:30 p.m.

The cost per person is $40. For reservations, contact the Delaware Commission for Women at (302) 577-5287, or
go online to: www.commissionforwomen.delaware.gov. Please RSVP before the Friday, March 12, 2011 deadline.

League member Moonyeen Klopfenstein, worked as a child birth educator for 44 years. Her compassion and
commitment to educating pregnant women and their families in all aspects of the perinatal experience is evidenced
by the number of programs and support groups she has initiated or expanded. One such group “Loving Arms
Support Group” is one of the longest continuously running programs in the country for parents grieving the loss of
a child. She has led a number of professional nursing organizations, task forces and committees related to maternal
and child health and end-of-life issues. “Kloppy,” as most people know her, is the recipient of numerous honors and
awards and is highly respected in her field.

LEAGUE DAY IN DOVER Wednesday, March 23, 2011
The Outlook at the Duncan Center 302-674-3031, 500 West Loockerman Street, Dover

Sea Level Rise - How Will Delaware Adapt?

This program will inform people about why sea level is rising, its impacts on Delaware, and what state and
local governments, the University of Delaware and the Widener Law School are doing to address the threat.
For registration please click on the link: www.de.lwv.org/docs/LeagueDayFlyer2011.pdf (the flyer)

IN MEMORIAM - MARJORIE WILLIAMS PURCELL

That’s what the obituary in the News Journal called her. To us she was just Marge. Carole Walsh, who was at the memorial
service at the Newark Methodist Church, noted that “Marge had not out-lived her friends! The church was really full and lots
of people gave brief, very appreciative comments. The lives of all of us who knew her were richer for being her friend.” How
true, Carole! But, at 89, Marge still had lots of friends because she kept making more. She never slowed down. Even after
giving up driving, she managed to get to all the places and events that were important to her (Continued on page 4 Marge)
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(Continued from page 3 Marge) –and there were lots.
It’s not necessary to repeat all the information that was in the News Journal obituary. But here’s a tale from her LWV
experience. It started before there was a China. Or, more accurately, before the US recognized the People’s Republic of
China. The LWV had long had a position calling for that recognition; but it wasn’t until 1972 that a revolutionary visit to that
country by Pres. Richard M. Nixon cemented that existence. Marge and Ralph were living in DC at the time and spending
weekends in Newark. At a Newark League meeting a few years later, after a Chinese Liaison Office (CLO), not yet an
Embassy, had been established in Washington, a Leaguer opined that it would be interesting to visit that Office.

Always ready to pick up an idea, Marge, while in DC during the week, knocked on the door of the Liaison Office, introduced
herself as Marge Purcell from the Newark, DE LWV and asked if we could visit them. She left a card with her phone number
and they said they’d call her. That fall nine of us visited the CLO; and invited them to Newark. They came in the spring and
we showed them a school and, I believe, the Chrysler plant. By 1977, after several more rounds of visits, and after learning we
were the only non-official relationship the CLO had, Marge requested a visit to China. That was how twenty of us went to
China in 1978, very early in the US-China relationship. It was a memorable trip, to say the least, arranged for us by the CLO.
A unique opportunity which wouldn’t have taken place, but for Marge Purcell. She is unforgettable.
Vicky Kleinman

LWV of NEW CASTLE COUNTY – 2011 CALENDAR

MARCH

WEDNESDAY 2 – 9:30 LWVDE Action Committee meeting, Legislative Hall, Dover

THURSDAY 3 – 7-8:30 pm LWVNCC Board Meeting, League Office 2400 W 17th Wilmington

MONDAY 7 – 7 pm Discussion and Consensus on An Energy and Climate Change Plan for Delaware meeting in
Fellowship Hall at Immanuel Church Highland, 2400 W 17th Street (where League office is located.
For rides call 571-8948. Refreshments at 6:30 pm

THURSDAY 10 - 10-12 pm Great Decisions (Northern Group) at Jackie Harris’s home call (302-234-4439)

MONDAY 14 - 1:30 to 3:30 pm Decisions (Newark Area) Group at the Newark Free Library

THURSDAY 17- 6-8:30 pm LWVDE Board Meeting, Roma Restaurant, Dover

MONDAY 21 – 3-5 Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting at home of Peggy Schultz

WEDNESDAY 23 – 8:30 am – 1:30 pm League Day in Dover, Sea Level Rise, $20 includes lunch, The Outlook at the
Duncan Center, Dover call office 302-571-8948 or go to www.de.lwv.org

APRIL

TUESDAY 5 – 7 pm Discussion and Consensus on Land Use/Transportation, meeting in Fellowship Hall at Immanuel
Church Highland, 2400 W 17th Street (where League office is located. For rides call 571-8948

THURSDAY 7 – 7 pm LWVNCC Board meeting, League Office

MONDAY 11 – 1:30 – 3:30 PM Decisions (Newark Area) Group at the Newark Free Library

THURSDAY 14 – 10-12 Great Decisions (Northern Group) place to be determined

FRIDAY 15 – Lunch Social for new and prospective members at Joyce Johnson’s home in Brandywine Hundred

THURSDAY 21 – 6 pm LWVDE Board meeting, Roma Restaurant, Dover

WEDNESDAY 28 – Evening Social for new and prospective members at the home of Carole Walsh in Newark

MAY

SATURDAY 14 - LWV of Delaware Biennial Convention 2011, Dover

JUNE

MONDAY 6 - LWV of New Castle County Annual Meeting/Calendar Planning, Time and location TBD

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948 www.de.lwv.org
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important and hot issue of our times. So join League members for a stimulating presentation and discussion
about TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE POSITIONS. Support another one of your teams – they have
put an enormous effort into this study and are presenting it to each local league in Delaware.

SPECIAL CONSENSUS MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT for LWV OF
NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Tuesday, April 5th, 2011
Fellowship Hall, Immanuel Church Highland
2400 W. 17th St., Wilmington (LWV office)

6:30 social, 7:00 consensus meeting

Come and help us decide on transportation and land use positions for the
League of Women Voters of Delaware.

We’ll consider the following consensus questions:

Should Delaware work toward reducing greenhouse gas emissions by enhancing public transit
options and by wiser land use planning? If so, which of the following should we support?

1. Modify Delaware’s paratransit fee schedule to establish separate classifications for
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) service and non-ADA service, and raise fees for
non-ADA service to more accurately reflect the actual cost.

2. Establish a dedicated funding source specifically for public transit.
3. Direct development towards growth zones, except for environmentally sensitive areas

within those growth zones.
4. Encourage compact development.
5. Encourage the reduction of vehicle miles traveled.

Check the LWVDE website for background articles on these five issues. See pages 4, 5 and 6 for the
CONSENSUS QUESTIONS BACKGROUND INFORMATION www.de.lwv.org.

More detailed background information will be sent to you as a separate file.

Refreshments will be available at 6:30 and the meeting will start at 7:00. Peggy Schultz, Jane Dilley and
other committee members will make presentations and lead the discussion.
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Membership Social and Orientation

New members and prospective members are invited to a Social and Membership Orientation

Choose a time convenient to you.

Friday, April 15, 2011, 12 noon – 2:00 p.m. Lunch provided

Joyce Johnson’‛s home
1005 S. Hilton Rd. Oak Lane Manor
Wilmington, DE 19803
RSVP to Joyce 302-655-3411 or drjohntc@verizon.net

Wednesday, April 27, 2011, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. Desserts provided

Carole Walsh’‛s home
25 The Horseshoe, Covered Bridge
Newark, DE 19711
RSVP to 302-731-5487 or cnwwhw@verizon.net

MEET MEMBERS, LEARN ABOUT LEAGUE POSITIONS, OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU TO
PARTICIPATE, IF YOU WISH, AND TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS.

For directions please call 302-571-8948, or send an e-mail to letty.diswood@verizon.net. She will
send you the directions.

Kudos to members who have given their time and talents presenting programs in February and March

Thanks go to Chad Tolman, Mary Anne Edwards, Peggy
Schultz, and John Sykes who presented the Energy Plan
for Delaware consensus program in NCC and for all
Delaware local Leagues in each county during March.
This was a huge undertaking.
Pictured left is Chad and pictured right Mary Anne.

Pictured below center is Drew Fennell speaking to
attendees at the Urban Health Justice Committee forum
held in February on THERE AND BACK; a Discussion
of Reentry Programs for adults returning to the Com-
munity from Prison.

Thank you to Susan Radecki, committee
chair, Janet Kramer, and Roberta Ray who
put the program together. A documentary film
Twenty Minutes was shown by a local film
maker Greg Morris. It was a huge success with 65 + attending.
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Great Decisions Northern Group, Thursday, April 14, 10 am – 12 noon

Great Decisions North will meet Thursday, April 14, 10 am, at the home of Joan Short. In addition to watching the
video, we will read and discuss Topic 3: The Horn of Africa.

Joan Short’s home is located at 6301 Kennett Pike, (425-0839). Take the Kennett Pike (Route 52) through
Greenville and Centerville. Her house is on the right side, just past the Centerville School. If you see the sign
welcoming you to Pennsylvania you have gone too far! You may park in the circular driveway.

Happy spring! Jackie/Joyce

The Great Decisions Newark Group, Monday, APRIL 11 - 1:30 to 3:30 pm

We will meet from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Newark Free Library. And, for those with the time and appreciation for
socializing over good food, we will continue to have a warm-up at the Bamboo House restaurant (in the shopping
center across the way from the library) at noon. Please feel free to join us for good talk about current world issues.
If interested, please let me know. Vicky Kleinman, kraver@udel.edu, 731-4950.

LWVNCC NOMINATING COMMITTEE STILL NEEDS YOUR HELP

The LWV of New Castle County needs your talents and knowledge. The Nominating

Committee is seeking candidates to serve for a period of two years, beginning in June, 2011.

Candidates must have an email address.

Please email or call your nominations to Nominating Committee:
Janet Kramer (jkr5936763@aol.com), Letty Diswood (letty.diswood@verizon.net or 478-8224), Moonyeen
Klopfenstein (mklopfenstein@christianacare.org.

2011 Hall of Fame of Delaware Women – 30th Annual Celebration of Delaware Women

Congratulations to Moonyeen L. Klopfenstein who was nominated to the 2011 Hall of Fame of
Delaware Women Tuesday, March 22, 2011 at the Christiana Hilton. League member Moonyeen
Klopfenstein, worked as a child birth educator for 44 years. Her compassion and commitment to
educating pregnant women and their families in all aspects of the perinatal experience is evidenced
by the number of programs and support groups she has initiated or expanded. One such group
“Loving Arms Support Group” is one of the longest continuously running programs in the country
for parents grieving the loss of a child. She has led a number of professional nursing organizations,
task forces and committees related to maternal and child health and end-of-life issues. “Kloppy,” a
most people know her, is the recipient of numerous honors and awards and is highly respected in her
field.

NEW CASTLE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE PUBLIC MEETINGS SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 30, 2011 Future Land Use
Wednesday, April 13, 2011 Economic Development
Wednesday, April 27, 2011 Community Design
Wednesday, May 11, 2011 Intra-governmental Coordination
Wednesday, May 25, 2011 Inter-governmental Coordination
Wednesday, June 8, 2011 Future Land Use and Implementation Strategies

All meetings are to be held from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the multi-purpose room at the Gillian Building, 77 Reads
Way, New Castle, DE 19720.
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LAND USE / TRANSPORTATION CONSENSUS QUESTIONS AND BACKGOUND FOR
April 5, 2011 MEETING

Question #1: Should we modify Delaware's paratransit fee schedule to establish separate
classifications for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA ) service and non-ADA service and raise
fees for non-ADA service to more accurately reflect the actual cost?

The Federal 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act requires providing paratransit service for trip origins
and destinations within a ¾ mile radius of fixed routes for persons with disabilities who are unable to use
fixed route service. Fares may not be more than double fixed route fares. Transit agencies are responsible
for developing a process that limits eligibility to those who explicitly need paratransit services and cannot
ride fixed route buses. This is designated as ADA Paratransit.

Non-ADA Paratransit is a point-to-point service originating or ending outside the mandated ¾ mile
radius of fixed routes. There is no federal mandate for this level of service. Delaware chose to establish a
policy requiring paratransit service for eligible persons without regard to the ¾ mile radius of fixed route
limitations while using the mandated ADA formula for establishing fares (no more than double fixed route
fares). Delaware is the only state in the nation that does not make a distinction between ADA-mandated
and non-ADA paratransit.

As of 2008 cost to the Delaware Transit Corporation for paratransit service was $32.18 per trip for which
riders in New Castle Co. pay $2 each way. Kent and Sussex serve eligible elderly persons as well and
provide additional subsidies to cost the rider only $1 per trip. [Fixed route rides cost DTC $4.51 per trip
of which the rider pays $1.15.] In a 2008 report 41% of paratransit trips are shown to be non-ADA trips.
Only 9.5% of DART's ridership are persons using paratransit while over 90% of DART's riders use fixed
route service.. Paratransit costs, however, account for approximately 40% of the total fixed-
route/paratransit budget.

The UD Institute for Pubic Administration in 2007 recommended:

Question #2: Shall we establish a dedicated funding source specifically for public transit?

Currently most of DART's operating budget is funded from the State's Transportation Trust Fund which
relies primarily on revenues from the gasoline tax. The TTF was created by the Legislature in 1987 to
provide reliable revenues and borrowing authority for major road projects. Over time, transit programs
along with other DelDOT general fund expenses were assigned to the TTF. It has been well publicized
that the TTF is now unable to sustain support of the transportation projects the State needs.

Funding for transit has had to compete year-by-year against road funding for its share of the TTF, never
catching up with increasing service demand. Fixed route ridership increased by 25% between 1996 and
2007 and shows a continuing rise with a 9% increase in 2009. The Governor's Energy Advisory
Committee recommends raising fixed route capital spending for transit to 20% of the state's total
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transportation spending. In NCCo with the most extensive transit network, capital transit spending has
hovered at 10% of Transportation Improvement Program budgets over the decade.

Sources of dedicated funding could come from the following:

dedicated % of fuel taxes

transit service increases.

dedicated Transit Trust Fund.

Question #3: Shall the League support a reduction of vehicle miles traveled?

Delaware’s greenhouse gas emissions, as we mentioned in last year’s presentation, are 12th highest in the
nation. Twenty-eight percent of those emissions are due to transportation. An increase in gasoline
purchases between 2000 and 2007 reflects the growth in vehicle miles traveled, or VMT. Major highway
travel in Delaware increased by 45% from1990 to 2005. Vehicle travel is expected to increase by another
35% by 2020, for a total of 12.8 billion VMT in that year. Even though by 2040 we will have much
improved fuel efficiency and much cleaner fuels the accelerating increase in vehicle miles traveled will all
but nullify the decrease in carbon dioxide emissions brought about by technological advances.

Compared with neighboring states, Delaware isn’t doing so well either. It has more vehicle miles per
capita than New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland. In 2008, the average number of vehicle miles
traveled per capita in Delaware was 10,281,000. Maryland, the next highest in VMT, had a per capita
amount of 9,767,000 miles.

We know from research that with more compact development, people drive 20 to 40% less. The
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, representing state departments of
transportation, recommends that the growth of vehicle miles [nationwide] be cut in half. And then,
tellingly, they add, “This can only happen if distances between origins and destination...shrink, and trip
choices increase...” Vehicle miles traveled and development patterns are inextricably linked, as you will
see from data reported under the next two headings.

Question #4: Shall we support directing growth towards growth zones, except for environmentally
sensitive areas within those growth zones?

We’ve seen from the report on reducing vehicle miles traveled, or VMT, that there is a serious need to get
rid of a much greater proportion of GHG emissions than technology alone can handle.

By better land use planning we can direct growth toward existing communities where less driving is
needed. People will live within walking distance or within a short drive of jobs, schools, shops and parks.
By directing growth toward existing communities we pay less for infrastructure, we keep development off
farmland and open space, and because people walk more they are healthier. Concentrating development
into growth areas also provides the population density which we need in order to support public transit. It
sounds like a win-win.
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The state document, “State Strategies for Policies and Spending,” designates areas which county and state
planners agree is suitable for a variety of purposes, from agricultural uses to higher density growth. Its
recommendations are, however, largely simply advisory.

The elephant in the room is money. Because real estate transfer taxes provide relatively large proportions
of county income in Delaware, county lawmakers may be reluctant to not accept development plans for
any area, including those slated for agricultural areas and open space. Though the residential areas bring
in more tax money, they need more money for services than they pay in taxes. Unfortunately, the state
provides many of these services. Another issue that complicates the picture is that the State finds itself
being complicit in sprawl when the County approves for development land in agricultural areas. The
State’s practice has been to allow connections to state roads from all developments, whether in areas
designated for agriculture or for higher density residential projects, greatly adding to sprawl.

Question #5: Shall the League support compact development?

Ready or not, here they come. By 2040 Delaware will have over 225,000 more people than it had in
2010. Just short of half these newcomers will choose to make their homes in Sussex County. All age
groups will significantly increase in number except for those in the 40-54 year range. This is the age
group that planners say have historically chosen to live in large lot homes. Yet in 2003 we already had
more mcmansions than we will need in 2025. Shortages show up in the small lot and attached homes
categories, corresponding to the age groups where Delaware will see a large influx of new residents. That
means that the demand for smaller, more compact housing is on the rise.

The issue of compact development is important for a number of reasons other than the wholly
demographic ones. Researchers tell us that when density is doubled that the number of vehicle miles
traveled is reduced by 38%. The residents of compact housing are much more likely to walk and bike for
both recreation and for shopping, so we often find less obesity in areas where compact housing
dominates. When houses are built closer together and sometimes smaller, farmland and open space are
spared. Infrastructure is cheaper. In Loudon County, Virginia, each new house on a quarter-acre lot adds
$705 per year to the town’s budget; on a 5-acre lot a new house costs the same community $2,232 per
year. And contrary to well-publicized myths, research shows that large lot homes keep their value near
compact homes and compact homes are just as safe as large lot homes.

Earth Day -- April 22, 2011: Make your plans to participate

The first Earth Day -- April 22, 1970 -- is considered by many to be the start of the modern environmental movement. Millions
of Americans turned out that day to protest environmental degradation and demonstrate on behalf of a cleaner, healthier
environment. By the end of the year, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) had been established, and Congress had
passed the Clean Air Act.

Earth Day is now observed each year on April 22 by more than one billion people in over 175 countries. The theme of this
year's Earth Day is <http://act.earthday.org/>A Billion Acts of Green, a campaign to encourage millions of individual green
acts -- one billion altogether -- in advance of the <http://www.uncsd2012.org/>2012 Earth Summit in Rio. Over 40 million
green actions have been registered to date.

Make your plans now to participate in this campaign to advance sustainability -- at home and around the world. Standing up for
environmental protection is particularly important this year to help counter the growing attack on the EPA and its efforts to
regulate greenhouse gas emissions and tighten controls on other dangerous pollutants.

Learn what others are doing on the LWVUS League's climate change email list. (To join the discussion, visit the
<https://member.lwv.org/Login.asp>For Members section of the LWVUS website.) Or email a description of your Earth Day
plans to toolkit@lwv.org. We will be compiling and posting a list of these as a resource for everyone.
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Governor Jack Markell
Tatnall Building
William Penn Street, 2nd Fl. Dover,
DE 19901

March 18, 2011

Dear Governor Markell,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we encourage you to appoint a Secretary for the Department of Transportation who
(a) is committed to using all of DelDOT’s resources to encourage sustainable, and affordable, patterns of development (b)
has a successful background in mass transit and non-motorized transportation and (c) recognizes that the State cannot continue
to use taxpayer dollars to subsidize sprawl and new home prices.

While a conventional selection for your next Secretary would be another traffic engineer, we recommend that you also consider
candidates whose primary professional qualifications are in planning or who have shown an ability to promote more sustainable
development patterns. The successful candidate should also have the political savvy to creatively engage the special interests
who are invested in the current pattern of growth so that they can perceive business opportunities in helping Delaware grow in
a way that is not ruinously expensive to State government.

As you know, Delaware is in a difficult situation because of the high costs of building infrastructure for, and providing
services to, highly dispersed, low-density development. For example, between 1986 and 2006, the state’s per capita capital
budget increased by almost 250%1. That increase was 8 times greater than the state’s population increase and 6 times greater
than the increase in total housing units over the same period. Moreover, not only has this pattern of development become
unsustainably expensive to the State, it also has left new homeowners dangerously dependent on car ownership because walking
and biking are unsafe and impractical alternatives. Without alternative transportation options, Delaware families have become
highly vulnerable to inevitable increases in fuel prices. With a growing percentage of their household budget devoted to
transportation costs, families in areas of suburban sprawl have less flexibility when faced with unemployment, leaving them at
a higher risk for foreclosure. There is also a well-understood correlation between auto-dependency, greenhouse gas
emissions, and obesity rates.

Finally, in addition to stemming DelDOT’s deficits, it is also critical that the next DelDOT Secretary recognize the impact
DelDOT’s investment choices have on the character of our communities. By redirecting some investment away from home price
subsidies and towards direct and strategic investments in fixed route transit, and in making walking and biking safer and more
convenient, we will again start to build the kind of walkable, bikeable, healthy, resilient and beautiful communities that
Delawareans want and deserve.

Very sincerely yours,

Letter signed by: Sandy Spence, LWVDE President; MarkChura,Executive Director ,Delaware Greenways; William M.
Franey, President, Milltown-Limestone Civic Alliance; Chuck Mulholland, President, Civic League For New Castle
County; Michael E. Riska, Executive Director, Delaware Nature Society; James Wilson, Executive Director, Bike
Delaware

1 “Trends in Delaware’s Growth and Spending”, American Farmland Trust, 2006
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IN MEMORIAM – MURIEL GILMAN

Muriel E. Gilman died on February 24, 2011.
“Muriel's passion for contributing to the lives of others was boundless. She was a pioneering force for
working, professional women. She entered the male-dominated workforce in an executive capacity in
1963. When she retired from United Way of Delaware in 1988 after twenty-three years as a
management executive, Muriel set forth her plan of action, saying, "I'm retiring from United Way, not
from the community. I assure you that I will be active in this community on both a professional and
volunteer level." She did not disappoint. “ Muriel was a member of the League of Women Voter for
many years.

LWV of NEW CASTLE COUNTY – 2011 CALENDAR

APRIL

TUESDAY 5 – 7 pm Discussion and Consensus on Land Use/Transportation, meeting in
Fellowship Hall at Immanuel Church Highland, 2400 W 17th Street
(where League office is located. ) For rides call 571-8948. See details
page 1)

THURSDAY 7 – 7 pm LWVNCC Board meeting, League Office

MONDAY 11 – 1:30 pm Decisions (Newark Area) Group at the Newark Free Library

THURSDAY 14 – 10 am Great Decisions (Northern Group) See details in this VOTER.

FRIDAY 15 – 12 noon Lunch Social for new and prospective members at Joyce Johnson’s home
in Brandywine Hundred. See details on page 2.

THURSDAY 21 – 6 pm LWVDE Board meeting, Roma Restaurant, Dover

WEDNESDAY 28 – 7 pm Evening Social for new and prospective members at the home of Carole
Walsh in Newark

MAY

SATURDAY 21 (Note date change) LWV of Delaware Biennial Convention 2011, Dover

JUNE

MONDAY 6 LWV of New Castle County Annual Meeting/Calendar Planning, Time
and location TBD

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311

302-571-8948 www.de.lwv.org
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VOTER
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware

May, 2011 Vol. 17, No.9

The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities worldwide.

LLLWWWVVV ooofff NNNeeewww CCCaaassstttllleee CCCooouuunnntttyyy iiinnnvvviiittteeesss

yyyooouuu tttooo iiitttsss fffiiirrrsssttt

FFFUUUNNN LLLUUUNNNCCCHHH KKKIIICCCKKK ––– OOOFFFFFF

Monday, May 23, from 12 – 1:30 pm

Place: International Grill & Buffet

Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway

Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices start at

$6.99 which does not include drinks.

→ The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to find

the time to make new friends, and check in

with current and longtime friends in an

informal setting.

→ The HOT TOPIC for discussion is

legislation the LWV is supporting, opposing or

just monitoring in the Delaware legislature.

→ Joann Hasse, one of our volunteer state

lobbyists, will do a brief update.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out

and enjoy. We need an RSVP by Friday, May

20, so we have an idea how many to expect

lwvde@voicenet.com- 302-571-8948. If you

need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or

e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com. (Directions page 5)

You are cordially invited to the
LWV of New Castle County

ANNUAL MEETING

Monday, June 6, 2011

Social 5:30 - 6:00 pm

Pot Luck Dinner 6:00 – 6:45 pm

Business Meeting 6:45 – 7:30 pm

Focus on Planning 7:30 – 8:30 pm

Focus on Planning for the coming fiscal
year July 2011– June 2012:

Contribute your ideas to our discussion
of:
  ♦   Essential focus areas for the year
  ♦   Program Calendar
  ♦  Action topics and next steps

Fellowship Hall
Immanuel Church Highland
(Where League office is located)

2400 W 17th Street, Wilmington, 19806

Bring any dish with you!

RSVP to office 302-571-8948 or
lwvde@voicenet.com so we can plan.

Annual meeting continued on page 2.
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(Annual meeting continued from page 1)

NOMINATIONS

President (2011-13)
1st Vice-president (2011-2013)
Secretary – Roberta Ray (2011-2013

Directors: (two year terms)
Patti Christopher (2011-2013)
Melba O. Lucas (Jerry) (2011-2013)
Susan Radecki (2011-2013)
Laura Swiski (2011-2013)

Directors (filling remaining terms of resignations)
Letty Diswood (2011-2012)
Moonyeen Klopfenstein (2011-2012)

Continuing in office:

OFFICERS:
2nd Vice-President: Peggy Schultz (2010-2012)
Treasurer: Valerie Driscoll (2010-2012)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jacqueline J. Christman (2010-2012)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
To be appointed:
Chair and two additional members plus two board
members

Get to know your board

MELBA O. LUCAS (JERRY)
Jerry earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Accounting from Hampton University, Hampton,
Virginia and a Masters in Business Administration
(MBA) from the GEORGE Washington University,
Washington, DC. Her first employment was with the
Internal Revenue Service in Washington, DC. Jerry
was one of the first two women in the country to
be hired as IRS field agents. She is married to a
wonderful guy- Gerald William Lucas SR.- and she has
two awesome sons.

Jerry worked in the academic community for over 25
years teaching college accounting courses. Bellow are
listed the colleges and universities that employed her
during her academic career: 1. Washington Technical
Institute, Washington, DC (now the University of the
District of Columbia) Recognized for teaching
excellence. 2. Glassboro State College, Glassboro,

New Jersey. 3. County College of Morris, Randolph,
New Jersey. 4. University of Nebraska at Omaha,
Omaha, Nebraska-Recognized for excellence in service
to the Accounting Department. 5. Creighton
University, Omaha, Nebraska. Melba is currently semi-
retired in Newark, Delaware-itching to engage in a
truly meaning activity.

SUSAN RADECKI, Director
Susan is relatively new to the LWV. Sue has a career
in child welfare services and has worked for the State
of Delaware in numerous capacities focused on
services to abused and neglected children. Sue has a
Masters Degree in Social Service from Bryn Mawr
College and has lived in Delaware most of her adult
life.

She is currently serving on the LWV NCC Board and
chairs the NCC Urban Health/Social Justice
Subcommittee. Susan is an intern with the Delaware
Council on Gambling Problems, an officer in her local
Civic Association and a member of the Pike Creek
Civic League. Sue volunteers for the Delaware Nature
Society fund raisers and is a proud member of the
"Friends of Lake Avalon", a group of family and
friends that provides a college scholarship to a local
Hillman, Michigan high school student each year. Sue
is a supporter of Faithful Friends, a "no-kill" animal
shelter and has been known to adopt large rescue dogs
with issues.

Sue has maintained a yoga practice for many years and
has more recently come to love hiking, biking,
camping and tennis. Sue loves blues music, reading
and travel.

MOONYEEN KLOPFENSTEIN (Director)
Moonyeen has been our Membership chair for the last
two years and has recently been inducted into the Hall
of Fame of Delaware Women. She has worked as a
child birth educator for 44 years. Her compassion and
commitment to educating pregnant women and their
families in all aspects of the perinatal experience is
evidenced by the number of programs and support
groups she has initiated or expanded. One such group
“Loving Arms Support Group” is one of the longest
continuously running programs in the country for
parents grieving the loss of a child. She has led a
number of professional nursing organizations, task
forces and committees related to maternal and child
health and end-of-life issues. “Kloppy,” as most people
know her, is the recipient of numerous honors and
awards and is highly respected in her field.
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ROBERTA S. RAY – Director
Roberta joined the League following retirement in
2007. League membership was a retirement gift from
an active League member—a wonderful membership
recruitment idea.
• Currently she is Board of Directors, LWVDE, since

2008.
• Chair, Communications Committee, (a sub-

committee of Governance); member, Action
Committee

• Planned and implemented the 2009 League Day in
Dover on Access to Mental Health Services in
Delaware (with Joann Hasse, Janet Kramer, Letty
Diswood and community partners)

• Board of Directors, LWVNCC, 2008 to date
Secretary, LWVNCC Board,
Active in study group on Urban Health and Social
Justice, Active in voter registration

Some background:
Native of Pacific Northwest (Seattle, Washington),
grew up gazing out the living room windows to check
on status of Mount Rainier each morning before going
off to school.
• Prior to moving to Delaware, also lived in Oregon,

Wisconsin and Colorado while pursuing education,
and doing research and teaching at Oregon Research
Institute, University of Wisconsin- Madison and
University of Denver. Active in professional
organizations and local advocacy groups.

• Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology with specialization in
Child Clinical; teaching, research and publication
primarily in areas of child/family therapy, assessment
methods, child psychopathology attention deficit
disorder, aggression)

• Interest in development and evaluation of public
sector mental health services led to move to Delaware
in 1988 to assume position as Deputy Director,
Division of Child Mental Health Services, Delaware
Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their
Families. After 18+ years, retired from the
Department as Director of Clinical Accountability
Services.

• Two of most interesting and involving activities
during the last years in this position were providing
training in child mental health issues for foster
parents and working with the Delaware Emergency
Management Agency to develop emergency shelters
for children separated from family members during
disasters.

LAURA R. SWISKI - Director
Laura is a professional engineer with an expertise in
site design and land development. She received her
Bachelor of Civil Engineering from the University of
Delaware and is a licensed professional engineer in
Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Laura has
been a member of LWV since 2009 and she currently
serves on the LWV Land Use and Transportation
committee.

NATURALIZATION CEREMONY HIGHLIGHTS

Photo by Dolly Scarborough

About nine naturalization ceremonies take place at the
Federal Court in Wilmington each year where the
League distributes welcoming folders to each new
citizen. Thank you to Connie Georgov (pictured far
right) our League’s New Citizen Coordinator. Pictured
with her is Sarah D’Alonzo who is in charge of the
New Citizens’ Reception which the Colonial Dames
put on yearly. Pictured as well is court staff.

On Wednesday, June 8, there will be a special
naturalization ceremony at Clayton Hall, UD where
a very large group ceremony will take place.

It is a wonderful experience and Connie welcomes
anyone who would like to attend and help distribute
folders or just observe. The ceremony usually takes
place 11 am to noon and only takes an hour. Please
call Connie if you are interested 302-834-3026.

Thank you to Bob Hasse who collates all the
information into all those folders, and all the helpers
over this last year who helped Connie.

Thanks to the Delaware Community
Reinvestment Action Council for funding this
civic education program.
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LWVNCC ANNUAL REPORT - Carrie Hutson, President

Over the past year the New Castle County League was involved in many activities. The annual report covers the fiscal
year ending in June 2011. The information details summaries of activities and events covering the calendar year.

• Voter registration and information at the annual Senior Health and Fitness Day at Christina Park, Wilmington.
• Candidate Forums and Debates for the Primary and General Elections.
• The NCC League had a voter registration table at the Bob Carpenter Center in Newark and passed out voting

information on issues targeting young people.
• A registration table was at the Newark Community Day.
• League members had an opportunity to speak with our New Castle County Executive, Paul Clark.
• We joined with other groups and individuals in planning a reception for elected officials at the Ed Oliver Golf

Club in Wilmington.
• As part of the City of Wilmington Fall Fest (in Nov.) The League had a table to celebrate the 90th Anniversary

of the 19th Amendment. Civic information and historical display items were provided.
• We also had an information table at the 9th Annual People of Color Mental Health Conference at the Double

Tree Hotel in Wilmington.
• A meeting was held in the Community Room of the Kirkwood Library. Chad Tolman told what the league

has been doing on the vital issues of energy and climate change.
• NCC League participated in the 10/10/10 Global Day or Climate Action.
• A special consensus meeting was held. The purpose was to learn how the League comes to consensus on an

important and hot issue of our times. The presentation and discussion focused on an Energy and Climate
Change Plan for Delaware.

• Another session was held to learn how the LWV comes to Consensus. . Presentation and discussion was
about Transportation and Land use.

• The Urban Health/Social Justice Committee attended two Criminal Justice Public Hearings sponsored by the
Lt. Governor and the Criminal Justice Council.

• The Urban Health and Justice Committee sponsored a discussion of Re-entry Programs for adults returning to
the community from prison.

* Greg Morris showed his award winning film “Twenty Minutes” which documents the first 20 minutes
after the release of a prisoner on streets of Wilmington.

* Drew Fennell, Executive Director of the Delaware Criminal Justice Council discussed the council, its
function in the Delaware Criminal system as well as the council’s role and goals in the implementation of

expanded pre-release and re-entry services for prisons.
• The NCC League and the Delaware Commission for women co-sponsored a public meeting to hear critical

information titled “What If.” What If you are in a serious car accident, are diagnosed with a terminal illness,
are in a coma, or vegetative state, or die unexpectedly?

• New Members and prospective members were invited to a social and membership orientation.
• The Great Decisions Groups met regularly to discuss important and interesting topics.
• 90th Birthday Celebration held on the exact day of the LWV’s founding 90 years ago. Mary Field talked

about her great-great grandmother and her aunt who was president of the LWV of the U.S. from 1944 to
1950.

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING! Their hard work has helped endure LWVNCC of a smooth ride during this
past year. Their effort on behalf of the LWV and dedication are greatly appreciated. I thank you for so
generously giving of yourselves. It was an invaluable and rewarding experience.

Thanks also to the NCC Finance Committee that helped to plan the LWV 90th Anniversary Celebration in
November. Rashmi Rangan was the chair for the LWVDE.

Carrie Hutson, President; Katherine Flaherty, 1st Vice President, Voter Services-Candidate Forums, Budget
Committee Chairperson; Peggy Schultz , 2nd Vice President, Co-chair Land Use/ Transportation and Committee; Jane
Dilly Co-Chair Land Use/Transportation; Roberta Ray, Secretary; Valerie Driscoll, Treasurer; Jacqueline Christman,
Director; Patricia Christopher , Voter Service, Voter Registration Drive Coordinator; Susan Radecki, Co-Chair
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Justice System, Urban Health Committee; Letty Diswood, Co-Voter Editor, Office Manager, Nominating Committee,
Co-membership Chair; Nancy Breslin, Web Page; Jackie Harris, Co-Chair Great Decision; Joann Hasse, Health Care,
Joyce Johnson, Finance Chair, Co-Chair Great Decision; Moonyeen Klopfenstein, Co-Chair Membership Vicky
Kleinman, Great Decision; Janet Kramer, Nomination/Co-Editor (Voter), Pat Todd, Co-Chair Natural Resources/
Housing Council Elections, and Committee; Chad Tolman, Energy and Climate Change and Committee; Elizabeth
Pertzoff, Nominating Committee; Connie Gerogov, New Citizen Ceremony Coordinator.

Notification of per-member-payment to be considered at Annual Meeting

The League of Women Voters of Delaware Finance Committee is recommending an increase in the per-
member-payment that is assessed to the local Leagues for each member. At the LWVDE Convention to be held
Saturday, May 21, 2011 the delegates of each local League and the state board will vote on the increase and
adopt budgets for 2011-12 and 2012-13.

The recommendation is the LWVDE per-member-payment (PMP) for the fiscal years 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 be
raised from $9.00 for individual; $4.50 for each additional household member; and $4.50 for student members to
$10.00 for individual; $5.00 for each additional household member; and $5.00 for student members.

In addition, the Committee, representing members from each County and the LWVDE, strongly recommends that the
Leagues of Greater Dover, New Castle County and Sussex consider standardizing their total membership dues. They
are recommending $50 per Member/year starting 2011-2012 (LWVUS PMP is $30; LWVDE PMP is $10: and
LWVGK, LWVNCC, LWVSC PMP is $10 that is collected at the local level and the state and national portion of the
PMP is sent on to the designated entity.)

The reasons for this recommendation include concerns about increasing cost of all our activities from League Day in
Dover to Voter Service activities and uncertainty about future rent; printing and other League office basic costs; and to
reduce the confusion and questions engendered by each League having a different membership charge particularly
when potential new members review the LWVDE Website.

These items will be discussed at the Annual Meeting June 6. Let us know your recommendations.

DIRECTIONS TO OUR FUN LUNCH

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and on the
right side of Happy Harry Pharmacy. The new BJ shopping center is to the left of Happy Harry. Prices Corner is west
of the restaurant.

From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st light go
straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light onto
the Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your left. Turn left into the
shopping center and the restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the building.
From Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow
directions above to find BJ on your left.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Michael & Janet Arenson ; Jim Black; Mark C. B. Brunswick; Paul J. Collins; Nancy H. Gray; Joe Minott
and Louise Pangborn; Judith Sandler

The updated Membership Roster 2011-12 will be sent to you after the Annual Meeting in June.
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PORTFOLIO REPORTS

Activities of the Urban Health/Social Justice
Subcommittee this past year:

April 2010: Child Development/Community Policing
Presentation- Guest speaker Bob Dunleavy from the
State of Delaware Division of Child Mental Health
(Division of Prevention and Behavioral Health)
presented the CD-CP Program, a partnership between
the Wilmington Police and community social workers
designed to respond and offer assistance to children
who have witnessed violence in their homes,
neighborhoods and community. The CD-CP Program
has reached out to over 3,000 families and children.
Over a third have accepted on-going services which
include counseling, support groups, and mentoring.
Recently, the CD-CP Program has been added to the
Children’s Department budget and no longer reliant on
obtaining yearly grants to fund its work.

In August, 2010: Representatives from the
Subcommittee attended a series of community
meetings sponsored by the Lt. Governor and the
Criminal Justice Council whose purpose was to seek
input from the local communities in
Wilmington regarding needed services and issues
facing the City as former prisoners face re-entry into
the community. Well attended meetings were held at
Rose Hill Community Center, Hilltop Lutheran
Neighborhood Center, and New Destiny Fellowship.
Recently the Lt Governor and CJC announced a series
of Requests for Proposals for monies for criminal
justice issues. Some of these monies are directed
towards local community organizations and faith based
groups.

On 2/22/11 the LWV of NCC, Urban Health and
Justice Committee sponsored "There and Back- A
Discussion of Reentry Programs for Adults Returning
to the Community from Prison". Greg Morris showed
his award winning film "Twenty Minutes" which
documents the first twenty minutes after the release of
a prisoner on the streets of Wilmington. Drew Fennell,
Executive Director of the Delaware Criminal Justice
Council discussed the Council, its function in the
Delaware criminal justice system as well as the
Council's role and goals in the implementation of
expanded prelease and reentry services for prisoners.
The presentation was well attended with well over 60
participants.

Susan Radecki, Chair

Thank you to the hostess for the

Membership Social and Orientation

Kudos to Carole Walsh and league members who

helped with desserts and presentations:

Moohnyeen Klopfenstein, Susan Radecki, Jane

Dilley, Letty Diswood, Joann Hasse, and

Roberta Ray

Thank you to all our members and friends

who have contributed throughout the year

and have been listed in the newsletters June

2010-April 2011.

Great Decisions Northern Group meets 10 am – 12
noon on the second Thursday of the month.

Great Decisions (Wilmington) discussion/video
viewing group has enjoyed another interesting season.
Published by the Foreign Policy Association, a non-
partisan organization, Great Decisions has been called
one of the leading grassroots discussion programs on
world affairs in the U.S. Some of the topics covered
this year: How U.S. Foreign Policy is Made,
Rebuilding Haiti, American National Security since
9/11 to name a few. The video is moderated by Ralph
Begleiter from the University of Delaware.

We meet on the second Thursday morning of the
month in our member's homes and we welcome new
members. In May our topic was Banks, Governments,
and Debt Crisis. For information, call: Jackie Harris at
234-4439 or Joyce Johnson at 655-3411.
P.S. Lunch at a local restaurant is often a part of the
program!

2nd P.S. Courtesy of some of our globe-trotting
members, we have heard reports and seen pictures of
far away exotic locations!

Next meeting is Thursday, June 9 at the home of Kit
Kallal.
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The Great Decisions Newark Group, Monday, May 16 - 1:30 to 3:30 pm

Monday Great Decisions group will meet on the THIRD Monday of May, that is May 16. We'll discuss the 4th topic:
Banks, Governments and Debt Crises. As usual, before our 1:30 discussion at the Newark Free Library, those who
wish will meet for lunch in the shopping center across the street at Bamboo House at noon for lunch. Please let Vicky
Kleinman [731-4950] kraver@udel.edu know if interested in lunch so that an appropriate table can be arranged.

Re-Districting Vote in State Legislature is Coming Soon

The census count of the U.S. population occurs at the beginning of each decade.
Here in Delaware the Democrats hold the majority in Legislative Hall, so they are responsible for the re-districting
mapping process and will hold hearings later this month. The final vote by the General Assembly will occur by June
30, 2011 when the legislative year officially ends. All these legislative seats will be up for election in 2012.

The Senate Democrats plan to release their proposed maps for public comment on May 12, while the House
Democrats will do so later this month followed by a public hearing. Both chambers must approve the other chamber’s
changes. The reapportionment law requires each new district to meet these criteria:

(1) Be formed of contiguous territory;
(2) Be nearly equal in population;
(3) Be bounded by major roads, streams or other natural boundaries
(4) Not be created so as to unduly favor any person or political party.

An excellent News Journal online article on March 7, 2011 also contains a listing of the 41House and the 21 Senate
districts with population loss and gains in the 2010 Census as compared to the 2000 Census. If you are interested in
more information write or email: House.Redistricting@state.de.us or write to: House of Representatives, attn: Eric
Schramm, 411 Legislative Avenue, Dover, DE 19901. Also, a LWVNCC member, Mark Brunswick is coordinating
information. His email address is: markc-bbrunswick@comcast.com

A NEW REDEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE FOR NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Councilman Weiner and Councilmen Reda and Tackett have proposed two separate ordinances which they hope will
undo what they perceive as inequities in the current redevelopment ordinance. Following are Councilman Weiner’s
responses to League questions on the topic. New Castle County Land Use Department General Manager, David
Culver, on behalf of Councilmen Reda and Tacket, responded that they “do not have any comment ... at this time.”
Mr. Culver refers our members to the Redevelopment Annual Report, found by clicking on “Redevelopment Projects
2010 Annual Report” at http://www2.nccde.org/landuse/Planning/PlanningReview/default.aspx

You will note that Councilman Weiner raises the issue of “paper redevelopment,” a request for redevelopment that will
take advantage of density bonuses and a waiving of Traffic Impact Studies (perks which the developer gets for
redeveloping property) for development which Councilman Weiner considers not an actual redevelopment project.
There is a possibility that Mr. Weiner’s ordinance would screen out, in terms of the bonuses for redevelopment, the
reuse of properties which have been previously developed or partially developed but which would not qualify as
“redevelopment” sites because the buildings are not in disrepair. Hence, the density bonuses would not be so readily
allowed. With increased difficulty in securing additional densities the developers may be then pressured by economic
considerations to request permission to build in Levels 3 and 4, areas where the State Planning Office discourages
development.

1. What are the main differences between your proposed ordinance and the current redevelopment ordinance?
Councilman Weiner: The most significant difference is that the Weiner Amendment disallows “redevelopment” of
non-existent structures. Council never meant to allow that when it enacted the original ordinance. In contrast, the

(Continued on page 8 Redevelopment)
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(Continued on page 8 Redevelopment)
Reda Ordinance allows any recorded, unbuilt plan to escape the 5 year sunsetting provision under the Unified
Development Code, potentially change use, build all the previously approved gross floor area, plus 50,000 square feet.
That creates detrimental consequences in terms of unfunded infrastructure because redevelopments don’t even pay
impact fees or for needed traffic improvements.

2) Why do you think your ordinance is an improvement over the current ordinance?
Councilman Weiner: The Weiner Amendment better defines “redevelopment” as applying to existing, already
constructed structures. Relaxed approval and study standards would only apply if the same or less intensive future use
is proposed from a traffic standpoint, to avoid a disastrous additional, unfunded strain on limited infrastructure.

The plain language of the current redevelopment ordinance requires demolition of at least 50% of the old buildings on
a property. The word “demolished” does not mean “never constructed.” A building which has never been constructed
is not the same concept as a building which has been demolished. Unfortunately, in practice the plain meaning of the
current law has been ignored and plans proposing no demolition, such as Governor’s Square, have been accepted and
processed as redevelopment plans. The Weiner Amendment puts a definitive end to this.

3) Why do you think your ordinance is an improvement over Councilmen Redas (or over Councilman
Weiner’s)?

Councilman Weiner: The Reda Ordinance effectively exempts redevelopment plans from a Traffic Impact Study (TIS)
because that requirement only applies if DelDOT requests the TIS. Under the Memorandum of Understanding
between the County and DelDOT, redevelopment plans do not require a TIS, so there is also an exemption from
building traffic improvements to offset the traffic the redevelopment will bring.

In addition, the Reda Ordinance allows “paper redevelopment” of 100% vacant land. No demolition of existing
buildings would be required... This is “an end run” around a proper major plan submission and plan sunsetting. For
example, Governor’s Square III is a major project so it should follow the normal plan processing rules and not get
more special treatment by using a “paper redevelopment” end run around the process.

There is NO public hearing or comment on any “paper redevelopment” site plans. Thus there is no transparency or
input from the public. The Weiner Amendment provides for greater public input on whether a plan qualifies for
redevelopment treatment.

4) Will your ordinance cover the re-use of a currently developed property that is not in disrepair? If so, how?
If not, how will the redevelopment of such properties be handled?

Councilman Weiner: A currently developed property could certainly qualify for redevelopment under the ordinance I
proposed if it is “underutilized.” Such properties indeed have problems where “the private market is not providing
significant economic activity to achieve the desired level of improvement.” Since redevelopment projects go through
less review and do not pay impact fees, I want to limit the application of the designation to properties that really need
help to encourage investment and end the practice of “paper redevelopment”---or granting a developer approved but
unbuilt square footage on green space plus 50,000 GFA with no traffic impact study or mandate to pay for traffic
improvements, even when a change of use is proposed (i.e., office to retail). I don’t think it is responsible to create
unfunded problems for DelDOT.

5) Which, if any, of the .... 10 principles of Smart Growth would you say that your proposed ordinance will
promote? How?

Councilman Weiner: The Weiner Amendment will provide incentives to property owners and developers to reuse
properties that once were thriving but that now are rundown, abandoned, or not as useful as they could be because of a
state of disrepair or functional obsolescence while protecting open spaces and agricultural lands from development.
Smart Growth by definition directs .... the most intensive development to the currently built environment where
infrastructure is adequate [or] improvements are planned with a viable funding mechanism.

Peggy Schultz, Land Use/Transportation Chair
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF NEW CASTLE COUNTY
CURRENT PROGRAM 2009-2011

The LWVNCC board recommends the adoption of the Current Program as listed below.

GOVERNMENT

Support of programs and policies which promote ethical, efficient and effective government.

Revenue Structure: Support for fiscal measures to provide revenue sufficient for essential government services for
the entire county, including municipalities such as the Cities of Wilmington and Newark which serve the County.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Support of policies that protect air and water quality in New Castle County.

LAND USE
Continuing study item
Examine developments and concepts in land use and transportation.

Land use: Support of the regulation of growth and optimum use of land in New Castle County through a
comprehensive planning policy. Monitoring of land use policies and procedures in NCC and their relationship to
human needs, population trends, transportation planning, and ecological and socioeconomic factors. Encouragement of
continuing cooperation among governmental agencies

Transportation: Support for a balanced, inter-modal transportation system interconnected with land use and based on
inter-jurisdictional coordination.

SOCIAL POLICY

Urban Health/Justice System

Continuing Study - A re-evaluation of Delaware’s criminal justice system and the impact of the current policies and
practices on society. The re-evaluation is kept broad so that attention will be placed where there is the most impact.

Urban Health: Support the improvement of the quality of urban life by encouraging citizen input and review of the
economic, environmental, and service development and regulation in the towns and cities.

Needle Exchange Programs: Support for comprehensive needle exchange programs, which also offer education and
referrals to appropriate services, as part of a public health effort to reduce the spread of infectious diseases such as
HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C. (Adopted 12/2005).

Housing: Support for measures to assure equal housing opportunities and decent, affordable housing in the
incorporated and unincorporated areas of New Castle County.

Library Services: Support for a county-wide public library system, efficiently managed and adequately funded to
provide library services for the citizens of New Castle County.

Public School Libraries: Support policies and funding for public school library media centers that promote their
central role in providing equal opportunity for all children to achieve educational excellence.
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LWV OF NEW CASLTE COUNTY PROPOSED BUDGETS

2010-2011 2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013

Actual Adopted Proposed Proposed

Income

Membership Dues 6,118.00 8,878 6,233 6,900
using 130/11 members @ $46/23
$6233 & 138/12 @ $46/23= $6900

Directory 75.00 75 100 100
using 130/11 members @ $50/25=
$6775 & 138/12 @ $50/25= $7200

The Voter

Members 88.00 100 100 100

Advertising 150 150 150

Public Support

Member Contributions 2,215.00 2,600 2,200 2,200

Fundraising 1,907.21 2,485 2,000 2,000

Total Income 10,403.21 14,288 10,783 11,450

Expenses

Board/Administration

Board Tools 25 100 100
Books, video, etc for use of League
members

Membership 31.68 250 100 100
Marketing, recruiting, supplies, postage
for membership

Public Relations/Publicity 50 100 100

Meetings - Board/Annual 120.00 100 200 250
Meeting expenses not reimbursable
from Ed Fund

Total Board/Admin 151.68 425 500 550

Staff Contract Services 2,184.00 2,184 2,184 2,184

Facilities/Equipment

Equipment Maintenance 131.67 132 132 132 1/3 of annual copier contract

Insurance & Bonding 111.00 111 111 111 1/4 of annual liability Insurance

Rent 825.00 1100 825 825 1/4 of office rent

Total Facilities/Equipment 1,067.67 1,343 1,068 1,068

Operations

Bank Fees 432.00 470 450 450 Credit Card monthly expenses

Postage/Mailing Service 262.25 115 140 140
All postage except membership and
Voter
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Supplies 107.55 250 250 250
Paper, copier ink, general office
supplies

Telephone/Internet 227.70 230 230 230 1/4 Verizon, Internet/web page services

Total Operations 1,040.12 1,065 1,070 1,070

Per Member Payments

LWVUS PMP 2,472.52 5636 4065 4320
2nd, 3rd, & 4th quarters PMP payments
@ 30/15

LWVDE PMP 2,138.76 1737 1355 1440
LWVDE PMP @ 10/5 with 6% inc in
membership (138 & 12)

Total Per Member Payments 4,611.28 7373 5420 5760

The Voter 124.08 300 250 250
$150 in Advertising and balance from
member payments

Travel & Affiliations

National Convention 1500 1270 1000
Partial payment for LWVUS
Convention/Council meetings

State Convention 250 200

Total Travel & Affiliations 1750 1270 1200

Total Expense 9,179 14,440 11,762 12,082

Net Ordinary Income 1,224 (152) (979) (632)

Income

Education Fund

LWVUS PMP 2,473.00 2,473 1,016 1,080
This tells you that you expect to spend
at least $1,566/$1,930

Program Support 350.00 450 350 450

Voter Services 450.00 450 200 400

Expense

Program Support - Education
Fund 350.00 350 350 450 Expenses reimbursable from Ed Fund

Voter Services - Education Fund 400.00 400 200 400 Expenses reimbursable from Ed Fund

LWVUS PMP Ed Fund 2,472.53 1016 1080
First quarter PMP will be paid from Ed
Fund each year.

Reminder to call 571-8948 to let us know that you are coming to the Annual Meeting on June 6, 2011 at the Immanuel
Church, Highland (where League office is located) for a delicious pot luck supper.
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League of Women Voters of Delaware invites all members to its biennial
CONVENTION, SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2011

Dover Downs Hotel, 1131 North DuPont Highway, Dover,DE 19901
No experience required to become a delegate! Join us for an informative and productive day.

Convention and Registration at 8:30 am in Chesapeake Room and some Workshops: Sussex Room
Refreshments: coffee/teas/decaf/water

Workshops 9:00 – 11:00 am ● Business meeting 11:00 am ● Break for lunch at noon and served at 12:15 pm 
● Business meeting and workshops at 1:00–4 pm 

The workshops scheduled to date are:
 Observer Corps – presenter: Carole Somers
 FOIA focused on open meetings and specially aimed at folks interested in being observers or already involved in

that activity - presenters: Mickey McKay with Deputy Attorney General Judy Hodas
 Leadership in Transition – presenter: Christine Stillson and Shayna Howell, LWVUS Shur Fellow
 Using the Ed Fund – presenter: Becky Panichelli
 How to write letters to the editor –presenter: Julie Price
 Redistricting, if time permits – presenters: Sandy Spence & John Sykes

The business of Convention 2011 includes:
NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS - PROPOSED PROGRAM AND NEW STUDIES for 2011-2013
PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES - PROPOSE BUDGETS for 2011-12 AND 2012-13 available at convention.

REGISTRATION FEE $26.00 Registration is paid at the Registration table.
LUNCH includes: Lunch: Seasonal Mixed Greens, Parmesan Chicken with Basil Cream Sauce, freshly baked rolls, butter,
iced tea/coffee/decaf both and dessert Strawberry Delight. If you require any restrictions on your diet (vegetarian) please let us
know. See below.

Call your local League president (listed below) and let her know that you will be a delegate. Send your name,
contact information and League you are representing to the office lwvde@voicenet.com or call the office at 302- 571-
8948. Let us know which workshops you would like to attend.
League Office address: 2400 W17 th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 19806 LWVNCC – Carrie
Hutson - camay15@hotmail.com - LWVKC – Christine Stillson - clstillson@verizon.net LWVSC – Esther Shelton -
eshelton01@comcast.net - State Board – Sandy Spence - sandyspence325@gmail.com

LWV of NEW CASTLE COUNTY – 2011 CALENDAR

MONDAY, MAY 16-Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting at Margo Perkins' home 4-6 pm,

SATURDAY, MAY 21-LWV of Delaware Biennial Convention 2011, Dover Downs Hotel, Dover 8:30 registration, 9 am –
3:30 pm workshops, business meeting, lunch – See details 9

MONDAY, MAY 23-Fun Lunch, from 12 – 1:30 pm International Grill & Buffet Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill, Topic:
League action at the Delaware Legislative session. See details page 1.

MONDAY, JUNE 6-LWV of New Castle County Annual Meeting - Pot Luck and Program Calendar Planning.
5:30 – 6 social 6-6:45 pot luck 7:30 – 8:30 business meeting and focus on program planning. Details page 1.

JUNE - JULY – AUGUST – FUN LUNCHES PLANNED FOR THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH KEEP TUNED

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
www.de.lwv.org



1

VOTER
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware

September, 2011 Vol. 18, No.1

The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities worldwide.

Come to the League’s September program:

Delaware’s 1st Needle Exchange Program:
Community, Collaboration, and Compassion

A presentation and discussion with

Basha Silverman, Director of Prevention and Advocacy Services,
Sara Grainger, Program Manager, HIV Prevention Services and Outreach,

Brandywine Counseling and Community Services

Monday, September 26, 2011
6:30 pm Refreshments ◊ 7:00-8:30 pm Program 

Immanuel Church, Highlands, in the Fellowship Hall
2400 W 17th Street, Wilmington, DE 19806

(Location of League Office)

Need a ride or want to car pool? Call 571-8948 or lwvde@voicenet.com

Background and current status
The spread of blood-borne disease through injection drug use is a longstanding problem, with a substantial proportion
of HIV, hepatitis B, and hepatitis C cases attributable to injection-related behaviors. Evidence-based preventive
interventions such as needle exchange programs (NEPs) are demonstrated to reduce injection-related transmission of
blood-borne pathogens.

In 2005, Delaware was one of two states that had not implemented this life saving intervention. In an effort to
understand this gap in services and the opposition to implementation of needle exchange, The League of Women
Voters of New Castle County embarked on a thorough review of NEPs, recommendations of the Centers for Disease
Control, and various local League studies, then conducted a survey of local law enforcement regarding the merits of
needle exchange. The results of these efforts were instrumental in swaying opposition, dispelling myths and
highlighting the effectiveness of NEPs. As a result, The League of Women Voters adopted the following Social Policy
program in December, 2005:

Support for comprehensive needle exchange programs, which also offer education and referrals to
appropriate services, as part of a public health effort to reduce the spread of infectious diseases such as
HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C.

In 2006, the Delaware Legislature passed a law to pilot the state’s first Needle Exchange Program for 5 years.
Brandywine Counseling and Community Services was contracted to implement the program.

(Continued on page 2 Needle Exchange)
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(Continued on page 2 Needle Exchange)

On June 7, 2011, after five years of success with the pilot program, the Delaware Legislature passed Senate Bill 13: An
Act to Amend Title 29 of the Delaware Code Relating to Sterile Needle and Syringe Exchange. This bill continues
and makes permanent Delaware’s first needle exchange program. Brandywine Counseling continues as the contracted
service provider.

Our speakers will discuss the Wilmington Needle Exchange Program and …
 Issues in implementation
 Size and characteristics of the population served
 Use of services in addition to exchange of used needles for new
 The process of proving effectiveness
 Community and legislative support and opposition
 Considerations in expanding the NEP beyond Wilmington
 How the NCCLWV Urban Health and Social Justice Committee might be involved now

Please join us for this presentation and discussion of Delaware’s Needle Exchange Program.
If you wish to learn more about the new legislation prior to the program, see SB 13 at:
http://www.legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis146.nsf/EngrossmentsforLookup/SB+13/$file/Engross.html?open
Notes of the House Health and Human Development Committee hearing at which Charlotte King of the LWVDE
Action Corps spoke in support of the bill are available here: http://www.dehousedems.com/pdfs/Health_5-4.pdf

LWV of New Castle County invites you to its FIFTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, September 19, from 12 – 1:30 pm

Place: International Grill & Buffet

Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $6.99... does not include drinks.

The HOT TOPIC for discussion this month is “What ingredients are used in our cosmetics in the

US, which ones are banned in other countries, and why.” Our speaker, Ann Darwicki, RN,

currently works for Christiana Care Health System, serves on the Environmental Stewardship

Committee, and Environmentally Preferable Purchasing committee at the hospital, where they

have made great strides in reducing the hospital‘s environmental footprint, becoming the first

hospital in the nation to use wind power.

Come find out about what Europe and other countries have done to promote safe cosmetics for

their populations. See Ann Darwicki’s biography on page 3.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy.
See details on page 3 FUN LUNCH.)
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(Continued from page 2 FUN LUNCH)

So we have an idea how many to expect, we

would like an RSVP by Friday, SEPTEMBER 16

at lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948. If

you can come at the last minute, then just

come. If you need a ride, leave a message at

302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

FUN LUNCH speaker’s biography

ANN DARWICKI has been a registered nurse for 20
years. She currently works for Christiana Care Health
System, rotating among the NICU, postpartum and
pediatrics departments. She serves on the
Environmental Stewardship Committee and the
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Committee at
the hospital, where they have made great strides in
reducing the hospital‘s environmental footprint,
becoming the first hospital in the nation to use wind
power.

Ann served a term as the Legislative Chair of the
Delaware Nurses Association and is one of the
founding members of their ad hoc environmental
group, Nurses Healing Our Planet (NHOP), which
advocates for a healthy environment and works to
educate the public and legislators on environmental
health issues. Ann has assisted NHOP in hosting
several statewide Medicine Take Back Events,
reducing the amount of medicines ending up in our
water supply. Ann also assisted NHOP in drafting
legislation banning BPA in Delaware. She spoke at the
House of Representatives in support of the bill, which
was unanimously passed into law.

In addition to nursing advocacy, Ann has spoken at a
Delaware Senate hearing in support of offshore wind
farms in Delaware. She has spoken on Environmental
and health concerns in both public and peer forums, as
well as with Delaware Senators Carper and Coons and
Representative Carney in Washington D.C.

Ann is a Nurse Luminary, a project to highlight
individual nurses lighting the way for a healthy
environment. She is a member of the Delaware Holistic
Nurses Association and the Alliance of Nurses for a
Healthy Environment.

LEADERSHIP TEAM CONVENER’S
REPORT

We have an amazing team of folks to work at the helm
of the New Castle County League this year. And it
really is a team, both literally and figuratively. We
have agreed to work under a new form of governance
which the LWVUS suggests for locals who are looking
for alternatives to the standard Board format: a
Leadership Team.

I am the new Convener, with Letty Diswood as
Associate Convener, Roberta Ray as Secretary, Melba
Lucas as Associate Treasurer, and Laura Swiski as
Associate Secretary. Other Team Leaders include Sue
Radecki, Jackie Christman, “Kloppy” Moonyeen
Klopfenstein and Patti Christopher. Valerie Driscoll,
Sussex County, has kindly agreed to continue to handle
the Treasurer’s duties. Of course, as always, our focus
is on “LWV mission-critical, year-round activities that
increase a League’s community involvement, generate
visibility, build community awareness of the League’s
mission, and attract an expanding membership.”
Roberta, Letty and I work very closely, sharing duties
and serving as something of an executive committee
for matters of governance that are not weighty enough
to come before the entire Team.

The Leadership Team members are all bright, active
folks who are keen to help us fulfill our vision for the
LWV in New Castle County. Our two newest Team
members are Laura Swiski, a member of the Land
Use/Transportation Committee with a day job in
engineering and Melba Lucas, a recently retired
accounting professor.

Coming up in September is Newark Community Day,
on Sunday, Sept.20th. We’ll be needing volunteers to
register voters Community Day’s a great place to see
old friends, to help register voters and to enjoy the
festive spirit. Please call or email Patti Christopher
(764-0309, wjcjr4@verizon.net) if you would enjoy
serving the community in this way.

Our Fun Lunches have been a rousing success. So far
we’ve heard talks on the wrap-up of the Legislative
session by John Flaherty, state level health legislation
by Joann Hasse, BPA in household items by Sarah
Bucic and sea level rise/transportation by Bill Swiatek.
If you haven’t been to a Fun Lunch yet, you’ll want to
check out the next one. It will be held in the usual
place, International Grill and Buffet in Elsmere, noon
to 1:30 pm. The speaker will be Ann Darwicki of

(Continued on page 4 Convener Report)
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(Continued from page 3 Convener Report)
Nurses Healing Our Planet. She’ll talk about
dangerous chemicals in make-up. Besides having a
lovely time ourselves, the purpose of these events is to
introduce friends to the League. Please give our
visitors a sincere welcome when you see them again.

Also coming up, on September 26, will be an evening
presentation on the Wilmington Needle Exchange
Program. As you may already know, needle exchange
is a social policy based on the concept that sterile
needles will prevent the transmission of HIV and other
health issues associated with use of contaminated
needles. You will find program details and
background information on this event elsewhere in this
Voter.

You’ll want to read about our other programs for the
fall season...particularly our Education consensus,
headed by Nancy Doorey (see details in another article
in this Voter), and finances on both the campaign and
State funding levels. We’re also going to do our best
to shepherd the implementation of new positions on
energy, climate change and land use/transportation.
Stay tuned!

Peggy Schultz, Convener, NCC Leadership Team

THE LWVNCC LAND
USE/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

NEEDS OBSERVERS

Please notify Jane Dilley (1-610-869-8848,
jadilley@udel.edu) or Peggy Schultz (302-235-7182,
schultz_peggy@yahoo.com) if you’d like to either
observe with another League member from the
committee or attend a meeting on your own. This is a
great opportunity for new members....no experience
necessary!! After the meeting it would be helpful if
you could share your findings with the committee,
either by filling out a simple form or by writing a short
paragraph on your findings. Here are reports of recent
meetings:

New Castle County Council meeting
Tuesday, August 23rd, 7 pm:

Vic Singer was honored for his 13 years of exemplary
service as Chairman of the New Castle County
Planning Board. The most controversial item on the
agenda was a rezoning on Hwy. 40 for the purpose of
building a commercial shopping center. A number of
residents complained about the increase in traffic

which the development would bring. DelDOT did a
Traffic Impact Study which showed that congestion
was within allowable limits. Besides traffic, attention
was focused on the number of jobs such a development
would bring. Sixteen people spoke, with maybe 2/3 of
the speakers in favor of the rezoning. The rezoning
passed with a vote of 9 yes, 3 no, and 1 abstention. A
citizen lawsuit against the county is pending, based on
what the plaintiffs say are irregularities in the approval
process.

New Castle County Land Use Committee meeting:
Tuesday, August 23rd, 3 pm

This meeting took place earlier in the same day as the
Council meeting. The same rezoning was
controversial. A special point was made of the fact
that the property is now deed-restricted to a 227,995 ft.
sq. limit. During “public comment” a representative of
the NCCLWV Land Use/Transportation Committee
requested that large County Land Use maps and State
Strategies for Policies and Spending NCC maps be
available at all County meetings where proposals for
new development were presented, and verbal notice be
given, indicating the locations of the proposals. The
motive here is to draw attention to the location of a
proposal relative to growth zones. A tentative
affirmative response was given; the Committee will
follow up on the request.

NCC Planning board hearings: 1st Tuesday of each
month, 7 pm, Gilliam Bldg., 77 Reads Way, New Castle.

NCC Planning board meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each
month, 9 am, Government Center, 87 Reads Way, New
Castle.

NCC Land Use Committee meetings: Usually 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays, 3-4:30 pm, 8th floor conference room,
City/County Building, 800 N. French St., Wilmington.

NCC Council meetings: Usually 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7
pm, Council Chambers, same address as above.

Wilmington City Council meetings: 1st and 3rd
Thursdays, 6:30 pm, with public comment at 6 pm, Council
Chambers, City/County Bldg, 800 N French St, Wilmington.
Meetings aired live on WITN, Channel 22 at 6:30 pm.

Newark City Council meetings: 2nd and 4th Mondays, 7
pm, Council Chambers, Municipal Bldg., 220 Elkton Rd.,
Newark.

PLUS (Preliminary Land Use Service) meetings: Usually
on the 4th Wednesday of each month, 9 am to 4:30 pm,
Haslet Armory, Room 133, 122 William Penn St., Dover.



5

VOTER OUTREACH UPDATE AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Requests for voter registration events are starting to
come in. Thank you to Lois Myoda who spent the
entire afternoon this last Thursday at the Community
Day at the Kingswood Community Center in
Wilmington.

Currently we have three requests for voter registration
and provision of information on voting. Please e-mail
or call Patti Christopher if you can volunteer:
wjcj4@verizon.net, 302-764-0309.
.
Saturday, September 10, 2011, 11 am – 3 pm
St Paul UAME Church
3114 N Market St., Wilmington, DE 19802

Sunday, September 18, 2011, 11 am - 4 pm
Newark Community Day
University of Delaware Green
(This is a free community event)

Saturday, November 19, 2011, 8 am - 4 pm
10th Annual Community Mental Health Conference
Mental Health Association in Delaware
Doubletree Hotel, 700 N King Street,
Wilmington, DE 19801

NEW CITIZENS CEREMONIES
Would you like to observe or help out?

The LWV distributes welcome folders to all new
citizens at naturalization ceremonies throughout the
year. Connie Georgov would like one person to help
her each month that a ceremony is scheduled. The
ceremonies are very interesting and you will be
participating in a wonderful volunteer service project.
Call Connie at 302-834-3026 or the office at 302-571-
8948 and leave your name and contact information.

Time commitment: 10:45 – 11:45 am, Federal Court
House, 844 N King St, Wilmington, 19801

 Thursday, September 1, 2011
 Thursday, October 6, 2011
 Thursday, November 3, 2011
 Thursday, December 11, 2011 (large group)
 Thursday, January 5, 2012

WILMINGTON GREAT DECISIONS
FIRST THURSDAY DISCUSSION GROUP

Great Decisions will meet now on the first Thursday of
the month. Our first discussion after a long hot
summer will be on October 6, 10 am at Joyce
Johnson’s home. Read Topic 7 – Crisis in the
Caucasus.

Call 302-655-3411 or email drjohtc@verizon.net
We hope to see you all! Jackie/Joyce

NEWARK GREAT DECISIONS
MONDAY DISCUSSION GROUP

Where did the summer go? (I can't wait to see it gone.
Bah, humbug!) Anyway, here's a reminder that fall is
not far behind. Our schedule for the rest of the 2011:
09/12: Nonproliferation led by Brenda Toomey
10/17: Crisis in the Caucasus led by Flo Waibel
11/14: Global Governance led by Pat Brill

All will start at 1:30 pm at the Newark Free Library.
All will be preceded by lunch at noon at the Bamboo
House (in the shopping center across the street) for
those with good appetites. Please let me know if
you're lunching so we'll be able to reserve an
appropriate table.

Note that October's date is the 3rd Monday, not the
second because of Columbus Day library closing on
October 10th. Hope you are all having a good summer.
Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950

Be part of this new study
DELAWARE STATE REVENUE STUDY

The "Delaware State Revenue Study" that was adopted at the
recent LWV-DE Convention is being formed. We need a
few good men and women to join Mickey McKay, Will
Garfinkel and Crystal Hamilton (all Kent County).

We need members from New Castle and Sussex counties to
join us in an upcoming planning meeting that has yet to be
scheduled. It would be great if there are any members who
have experience or interest in public or private finance or are
familiar with the Delaware legislative process who would
like to join us.

We have several studies from other state Leagues who have
completed similar studies that we can use as models for our
own state study.

Mickey McKay, Committee Chair
margmcka@comcast.net, 302-734-8355
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Thank you to all our members and

friends who have made a contribution

above their membership fee during this

membership renewal drive for the new

fiscal year July, 2011-June, 2012.

HarrieT. Ainbinder

Mary Ann Champion

Alfreda & Bruce Clinton

Letty & Larry Diswood

Dr. Katherine L. Esterly

Lorraine M. Fleming

Jane H. & Robert W. Frelick

Jackie S. & Jack F. Harris

Joann Hasse

Elizabeth Higginbotham

Mary L. Hudson

Betty L. Hutchinson

Joy W. Jones

Joyce P. Johnson

Catherine (Kit) Kallal

June Kleban

Mitzi Kiser Law

Sheila Mensch

Marjorie Meyermann

Lois Myoda

Lisa Pertzoff & Robert Walton

Peggy & Jerold Schultz

Sue & Mike Soltys

Catherine Spence

Martha F. Steel

Sarah Straughn (Sally)

Geraldine & Arthur Trabant

Thank you to the hostess of the Team

Leadership Retreat, Peggy Schultz, who

provided a fabulous chocolate ice cream

dessert, her husband Jerry, who roasted

a chicken on the grill, Roberta Ray for

her delicious elephant ear cookies, and

Letty Diswood for her fruit salad.

Thanks also to Melba Lucas for making all

the bank deposits for the office and

Thelma Ross for volunteering at the

naturalization ceremony on September 1.

WELCOME NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS

Lorraine Badley, lorrainebadley@yahoo.com

Diane L. and Michael W. Maxwell,
dmaxwell03@verizon.net

Gerald W. Lucas, jermeloh@yahoo.com

Dr. Katherine L. Esterly, kle25@comcast.net

Patricia K. Weaver-Baumann, pandm1983@aol.com

Jerry Northington and Suzanne West,
jerrynorthington@gmx.com

Elizabeth W. Fountain, fountew@udel.edu

Angela Breuer, abreuer104@gmail.com

Mary L. Hudson, maryhud@msn.com

NEW! LWVUS Study: “The Role of the
Federal Government in Public Education”

We’re delighted to welcome
Nancy Doorey as leader of
our local League’s
participation in the national
consensus study on
education. Nancy is a former
member of the State Board of
Education (1993 – 1999) and
the Brandywine Board of
Education (1999 – 2007).
She currently works for the
Educational Testing Service
in the Center for K-12 Assessment & Performance
Management, www.k12center.org

The consensus study will focus on two aspects of the
role of the federal government in public education.
The first concerns the common core standards and
assessments which are required for many federal grant
programs but are national, not federal. For background,
you may want to read a guide Nancy produced:
http://www.k12center.org/rsc/pdf/Assessments_for_the
_Common_Core_Standards_July_2011_Update.pdf

The second area of the study concerns the history,
funding and equity issues which are addressed under
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA),
which is up for reauthorization.

(Continued on page 7 EDUCATION STUDY)
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(Continued from page 6 EDUCATION STUDY)

The Education Consensus meeting will be held Saturday, October 22, 2011
Immanuel Church, Highlands in the Fellowship Hall

2400 W 17th Street, Wilmington, DE 19806
(Location of the League Office)

There will be a morning and an afternoon session – refreshments and lunch provided

The presentation will be in two parts. The standards and assessment topic will be addressed in the morning, and the
finance and equity topic will be addressed in the afternoon, following the recommendations from the LWVUS.

This is an opportunity to participate in a consensus study, become knowledgeable about an important issue and
help our new study Chair, Nancy Doorey, plan the consensus meetings and disseminate the study background
information. She needs everyone's input.

No experience required! Every one is welcome. Contact ndoorey@verizon.net to help with the planning of the
consensus meeting and program. See below for details and the consensus questions that will be discussed at the
October consensus meeting.

Education Study: “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education”

LWVUS adopted this Education Study at its 2010 Convention and is now asking that local leagues report their
consensus by November 2011 on a series of 15 questions (see below). There are two major subtopics, and we will
hold a consensus meeting for each so you may participate in one or both of them:

A. The role of the federal government in the use of Common Core Standards and Common Assessments

B. The role of the federal government in promoting equity/adequacy of opportunity, pre-K through 12.

The LWVUS had a resource committee put together the background information, a discussion guide and powerpoint
presentations, as well as guidance on logistics. (Those materials are located here.)

Structure, Timing: Based on the guidance of LWVUS, we will address each subtopic in a single block of time,
moving from presentation through discussion and consensus.

CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

(SUBTOPIC A) General Questions
1. The current role of the federal government in public education is

Much too small too small about right too large much too large

2. What should be the role of the federal government in public education? (Rank)
a. To ensure that all students preK-12 receive a quality education.
b. To develop accountability measures that will study the progress of all students so that they achieve

adequate yearly progress.
c. To mandate Common Core Standards for all students K-12.
d. To monitor state efforts for funding
e. To measure teacher effectiveness through test data.

3. A quality public education is important to perpetuate a strong and viable democracy.
Strongly agree Agree No consensus Disagree Strongly disagree

(Continued on page 8 EDUCATION STUDY)
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(Continued from page 7 EDUCATION STUDY)

COMMON CORE STANDARDS

4. Currently the governors and state education officers have developed Common Core Standards that are national
but not federal. Should the standards be mandated of the states in order to obtain federal funding? (Choose one)

a. Special grant programs such as Race to the Top
b. All programs under Elementary and Secondary Education Act where the needs qualify for funding.
c. All programs receiving federal funding from any source
d. All of the above
e. None of the above

5. Should there be a national assessment aligned with the common cores standards? Yes | No
a. If Yes, Should implementation be voluntary or federally mandated? (choose one)

1. Voluntary
2. Mandated
3. Mandated, if fully funded

b. If No, what other accountability measures might you suggest? (choose one)
1. Continue to allow the states to develop their own assessments.
2. Suggest that the local education districts use their own assessments or adopt one that is a
nationally norm-referenced assessment such as the Stanford Achievement Test or Iowa Test of Basic
Skills.
3. Suggest that districts use a portfolio type of assessment where student projects and activities

would be scored holistically

6. National standards should lead to: (choose one)
a. A nationally mandated curriculum to be aligned to the national standards and assessments.
b. A national curriculum that is only suggested but not mandated.
c. A suggested structure for states and local education agencies to develop their own curriculum.
d. No national curriculum.

7. What role should the national assessment consortia play in student evaluation? (Rank order)
a. Provide an assessment system that is aligned to the Common Core Standards.
b. Provide comparison data showing progress toward reaching Common Core Standards.
c. Provide criteria for determining readiness for college and careers.
d. Provide information to students, parents, teachers and school districts about student achievement.
e. Provide diagnostic information on each child.

8. Data from the national assessments are often difficult for parents, teachers and others to understand. If we have a
national assessment, what information is most important to be reported to parents, teachers, students and the
community? (choose one)

a. Data should be “norm referenced” (where students are ranked) for district comparison only.
b. Data should be “criterion referenced” and clearly informative so that teachers, parents, and students

know how individual students have mastered criteria established at a national level.
c. Data should be used to determine “cut” scores knowing if students have mastered requirements for

special grade levels.

9. Information from nationally required assessment data should be used to (Choose one):
a. Sanction schools not measuring up to the specific levels
b. Reward schools that achieve high scores
c. Rank teachers based on student test score data
d. Reward teachers who have exemplary scores
e. Inform districts how their population compares to others similar to theirs.

(Continued on page 9 EDUCATION STUDY)
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(Continued from page 8 EDUCATION STUDY)

(SUBTOPIC B)

FUNDING AND EQUITY

10. In the past most of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding has been non-competitive based
on need. All/Any Schools that prove they fall under the federal guidelines for funding receive those funds. However,
competitive grants are now being proposed to states/districts who meet certain federal requirements, such as Race to
the Top. Which would be appropriate: (choose one)

a. Non-competitive funding for all applicants meeting requirements
b. A combination of non-competitive and competitive grants
c. Competitive grants only
d. No federal funding

11. If the federal government’s role is the concern of the “common good” then: (choose one)
a. Mandates only should be sanctioned.
b. Mandates and funding should both be provided.
c. Funding should be provided through grants only.
d. A combination of funded mandates and grants should apply.
e. No mandates should be required and limited grants for innovation available.

12. Equity in public education means equitable access to: (Rank order)
a. High quality teaching/learning
b. Adequate and current learning materials
c. Clean and well maintained physical facilities
d. Food and health care
e. Safe and secure neighborhoods
f. Secure housing

13. Currently Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding is considered “categorical” rather than for
general use. This means that it can only be used with special populations for special purposes. ESEA should remain
targeted toward poverty and special needs.

Strongly agree Agree No consensus Disagree Strongly disagree

14. The federal government has a role in supporting early childhood education, birth to 5, for all children?

Strongly agree Agree No consensus Disagree Strongly disagree

15. Federal support for early childhood education programs (e.g. Head Start, Title I, Special Education, Early Start)
should include funding for parent education and support regarding child development, child health and nutrition, and
access to other supportive services, such as mental health as needed.

Strongly Agree Agree No consensus Disagree Strongly Disagree

b. This funding should be extended to:

All children only those with special needs special needs first

Remember to mark your CALENDAR for this important consensus meeting. Saturday, October 22, 2011. All
welcome! No special knowledge required. This is your chance to develop a policy position on a vital issue.
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LWVNCC-LWVDE CALENDAR ◊ See details in this newsletter 

September 2011
 September 1: ◊Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, Kit Kallal’s home, 10 am – noon, 571-8948
 September 1: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 September 7: LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting, Leg. Hall, Dover, 9:30 am, charlottefking@aol.com

September 12: ◊Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark, 1:30 pm, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 September 13: Land Use/Transportation Committee, Margo Perkin’s home, 3 pm, Peggy Schultz, 235-7182
 September 15: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm, RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and

for information, directions, 571-8948
 September 19: ◊Fun Lunch, International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Highway, 12 - 1:30 pm, RSVP

571-8948. Topic: Dangerous chemicals in cosmetics. Speaker: Ann Darwicki of Nurses Healing Our Planet

◊ Monday, September 26:  The Urban Health and Social Justice Committee invites you to this important public program.   
Delaware’s 1st Needle Exchange Program: Community, Collaboration, and Compassion

Presentation and discussion with Basha Silverman, Director of Prevention and Advocacy Services, and
Sara Grainger, Program Manager, HIV Prevention Services and Outreach, Brandywine Counseling and Community Services

6:30 pm Refreshments, 7:00-8:30 pm Program. Immanuel Church, Highlands, Fellowship Hall. Details in Voter, page 1.

October 2011
 October 6: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 October 6: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, 10 am - noon, Joyce Johnson’s home, 655-3411
 October 11: Land Use/Transportation Committee, Margo Perkin’s home, 3 pm, Peggy Schultz, 235-7182
 October 17: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark, 1:30 pm, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 October 17: Fun Lunch, International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilm., 12 - 1:30 pm 571-8948
 October 20: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and

for information and directions, 571-8948
 October 22: ◊“The Role of the Federal Government in Education” LWVUS Study Consensus Meetings.

Nancy Doorey, Chair. Immanuel Church, Highlands, Wilmington, morning and afternoon sessions, lunch
provided, 571-8948

November 2011
 Land Use/Transportation program about Whitehall, a smart growth development project planned for NCC

south of the canal. Larry Tarabicos, land use attorney for developer, to present. Date, location, TBD
 November 3: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 November 3: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, 10 am - noon, location TBD, 571-8948
 November 8: Land Use/Transportation Committee, Margo Perkin’s home, 3 pm, Peggy Schultz, 235-7182
 November 14: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark, 1:30 pm. Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 November 17: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 to 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending

and for information and directions, 571-8948
 November 21: Fun Lunch, International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, 12 - 1:30 pm.

Discussion topic to be determined, RSVP 571-8948
 November 30: Results of Education Study Consensus due to LWVUS.

December 2011: December updates to be published in October Voter.
 No public program currently scheduled or in planning.
 December 1: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
www.de.lwv.org
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VOTER
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware

October, 2011 Vol. 18, No.2

The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

Come to the League’s October program:

ALL ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION FOR THIS IMPORTANT CONSENSUS MEETING

LWVUS CONSENSUS: “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education”

Saturday, October 22, 2011
Peggy Schultz’s home

113 Cardiff Court, W. (Meadowdale)
Newark, DE 19711

Your RSVP is required to plan for food. Deadline Tuesday, October 18. Call the office at 302-571-8948 or send
an email to lwvncc@voicenet.com Please provide your contact information and if you will participate in the
morning and/or afternoon sessions. Please tell us in your RSVP if you need directions and directions will be
sent to you by e-mail or post mail.

8:30 am Welcome and Refreshments

9:00 – 11:30 am PART 1: THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE USE OF
COMMON CORE STANDARDS AND COMMON ASSESSMENTS

Discussion Leaders: Nancy Doorey and resource persons. There will be time for breaks in this session.

11:30 am – 12:30 pm Lunch will be provided

12:30 – 3:00 pm PART 2. THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE USE OF
COMMON CORE STANDARDS AND COMMON ASSESSMENTS

Discussion Leaders: Nancy Doorey and resource persons. There will be time for breaks in this session.

This is an opportunity to participate in a national consensus study and become knowledgeable about an
important issue. No experience required! All are welcome.

We will follow the consensus questions that are attached in a separate file. All resource material and
background information can be found at http://www.lwv.org or click the link below by placing the curser on it
and hit “enter”.
http://www.lwv.org/AM/TemplateRedirect.cfm?template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=16957
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We’re delighted to welcome Nancy Doorey as our discussion leader. Nancy is a former member of
the State Board of Education (1993 – 1999) and the Brandywine Board of Education (1999 – 2007).
She currently works for the Educational Testing Service in the Center for K-12 Assessment &
Performance Management. See www.k12center.org

WHAT IS STUDY AND PROGRAM?

Studies are part of League Program and, in League parlance, League Program includes all of the positions the League uses
to affect public policy as well as the procedure for adopting these programs. Program is such an integral part of the
League that, according to League Basics, the League publication formerly titled In League, “Program is the League’s
reason for being.”

Program has three parts: 1) selection of an issue, 2) study of that issue, consensus and formulating a position, and 3)
use of that position to influence public policy. All LWVUS positions are included in the League publication, Impact on
Issues, 2010-2012: A Guide to Public Policy Positions.

The purpose of a study, at any level, is to educate members so that they can be informed participants in consensus and
provide the necessary data for formulating the ultimate position.

WHAT IS A CONSENSUS?

It is easier to say what consensus is not, than what it is. Consensus is not a vote; rather, consensus is mutual agreement of
League members arrived at through discussion. During discussion, everyone has an opportunity to express their
viewpoints, and the issue is examined from all sides. Consensus questions, created by the appropriate study committee
and approved by the Board, provide structure for the meeting. Members discuss the pros and cons until it becomes
apparent that consensus has/has not been reached on each question. The study committee analyzes the consensus
responses and, using this information, creates a position statement.

The scope of the study “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education”
as adopted by the LWVUS Board, states:

The Education Study scope is broad and includes the following areas under the role of the federal government in
public education (pre-K through grade 12): the history, funding and equity issues which are addressed under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and the common core standards/assessments which are required for many
federal grant programs but are national, not federal. The culminating position will address only those issues delineated
in the scope.

Although the study focuses on the federal government, the original intent of the study included the Common Core
Standards. These were written and funded by the National Governors’ Association (NGA) and the Council of Chief
State School Officers (CCSSO). Historically we have always had national standards written by the teaching
organizations such as the National Council of Teachers of Math and the National Council of Teachers of English.
However, the discussion here will focus upon how these new standards called Common Core State Standards will be
used by the federal government.

Please call 571-8948 or email lwvncc@voicenet.com for directions to Peggy Schultz’s home. The directions will
be emailed or sent to you by post mail.
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LWV of New Castle County invites you to its

SIXTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, October 17, from 12 – 1:30 pm

Place: International Grill & Buffet

Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill
(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $6.99... not including drinks.

The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to find the time to make new friends, check in with

current and longtime friends, invite potential new members to experience the League in an

informal setting, and become informed about a wide variety of topics.

The HOT TOPIC for discussion this month will be an “Update about

enhancements the Department of Elections of NCC and the state have

implemented in the recent years.” The presentation will answer your

questions about voting machines, recent upgrades to make registering to

vote more accessible, and more. Our speakers will be Anthony Albence,

Director of NCC Dept. of Elections and Howard Sholl, Deputy Director.

Become informed and be prepared for Elections 2012.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy.

We need an RSVP by Friday, OCTOBER 14, so we have an idea how many to expect

lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948, but if you can come at the last minute – then just come.

If you need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to right side of
Happy Harry Pharmacy. The new BJ shopping center is to the left of Happy Harry. Prices Corner is west of the restaurant.
From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st light go straight
through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light onto the Kirkwood
Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your left. Turn left into the shopping center and the
restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the building.
From Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow directions above to
find BJ on your left.
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LEADERSHIP TEAM CONVENER’S REPORT

Happy Fall from your Leadership Team!

We’re looking forward to a calendar packed with a wide variety of events that will help to keep us informed about
important current issues.

But first, a tip of the straw boater to all those who helped make our
table at the Newark Community Day a huge success! Carole and
Bill Walsh not only loaned us their stylish canopy, but put it up
and took it down. Carole, Bill and Letty Diswood also unpacked
and arranged all the brochures and papers which Letty had
prepared ...and then took everything down at the end of the day.
Thanks to Patti Christopher for organizing the volunteers who
greeted folks and registered new voters. We registered 15 voters
on Community Day! Thanks also to the folks who worked at the
table: Letty, Sally Straughn , Marlene Lichtenstadter, Helen
Hoffman, Nancy Breslin and Carole. Sally and Marlene are shown
on the right, seated at the Community Day table.

Thanks to Judy Taggart for registering voters at the Dawn Institute
on September 14. Helen and Letty also registered voters at the St. Paul UAME Church on September 24.

We’re happy to announce that one of our amazing new Leadership Team members, Melba Lucas, has agreed to serve
as Fund-Raising Committee Chair. She is brimming with ideas for fund raising. But now she’s going to need a
committee! Please phone or email me if this is something you would enjoy doing. You can reach me at 235-7182, or
at schultz_peggy@yahoo.com.

Last month we told you of Land Use/Transportation Committee’s request of County Council to display during Council
and Planning Board meetings a map showing locations of proposed developments on the State’s growth zone map.
The County Land Use Department has already implemented this request, so now everyone who attends an official
county meeting dealing with land use issues will see the map and the proposed developments prominently displayed.
The Committee hopes that this practice will help to emphasize that there are special areas set aside for various levels of
growth and that for the greater good we all want to encourage people to settle first in Level 1 and 2 areas, and never in
Level 4. “Greater good” includes saving money on infrastructure and costly State services, as well as cutting a huge
chunk out of our carbon dioxide emissions by providing a situation where far less car travel is required.

We’ll look for you at our exciting programs in the coming months!

Peggy Schultz, Convener, NCC Leadership Team

Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark Area

Our meeting schedule for the Monday Great Decisions Group through 2011: The Caucasus - October 17th - this is 3rd
Monday, the 2nd Monday is Columbus Day; Multilateralism - November 14th. This will finish out the 2011 schedule.
We'll start again on February 13th. Books for 2012 arrive in January. All meetings at 1:30 pm at the Newark Free
Library; for those who wish to join us, we have lunch at noon at Bamboo House in the College Square Shopping
Center across the street. Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950

VOTER OUTREACH

Help needed to provide Voter registration at Delaware College of Art and Design on Market Street in Wilmington,
12:45-1:45 pm, October 18, 2011. For more details e-mail wjcjr4@verizon.net. One more registrar needed to help out.
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Did you miss the League’s September program?

Thank you to the Urban Health/Social Justice Committee organizers
(Sue Radecki, Roberta Ray, Janet Kramer and Letty Diswood) of the
Wilmington Needle Exchange program on September 26. Our speakers
gave an excellent presentation emphasizing the national context, local
history, implementation and evaluation of the Needle Exchange
program. Attendees participated actively and left with a better
understanding of the health and social welfare implications of this
effort and the challenges still ahead. Highlights of the program and
recent legislation will be featured in the next newsletter.

Our presenters: Basha Silverman, Director of Prevention and
Advocacy Services, Brandywine Counseling and Community Services,

on the right. On the left is her colleague, Sara Grainger, Program Manager, HIV Prevention Services and Outreach.

Thanks also for delicious refreshments donated by members of the Urban Health/Social Justice Committee.

Thank you to all our members and friends

who have made a contribution above their

membership fee during this membership

renewal drive for the new fiscal year

July, 2011-June, 2012. Listed below are

individuals who have contributed since

the September newsletter was published.

Patricia J. Brill

Susan Brynteson

Barbara D. Crowell

Katherine Flaherty

Vicky Kleinman

Fiona P. Murray

Florence Waibel

Miriam S. Willis

Thank you to all members who renewed

their membership to the League. A first

class letter was mailed mid-September to

those who” have not responded to our

first dues statement. Our Leadership

Team is in the process of planning our

programs for this year and working to

increase our membership. We need to

know what our membership funding will be

so we can proceed with planning the

year’s activities. Please let us hear from

you soon.

NEW CITIZENS CEREMONIES
Would you like to observe or help out?

The LWV distributes welcome folders to all new citizens at
naturalization ceremonies throughout the year. Connie
Georgov would like one person to help her each month that a
ceremony is scheduled. The ceremonies are very interesting
and you will be participating in a wonderful volunteer
service project. Call Connie at 302-834-3026 or the office at
302-571-8948 and leave your name and contact information.

Time commitment: 10:45 – 11:45 am, Federal Court House,
844 N King St, Wilmington, 19801

 Thursday, October 6, 2011
 Thursday, November 3, 2011
 Thursday, December 1, 2011 (large group)
 Thursday, January 5, 2012

Be part of this new study
DELAWARE STATE REVENUE STUDY

The "Delaware State Revenue Study" that was adopted at the
recent LWV-DE Convention is being formed. We need a
few good men and women to join Mickey McKay, Will
Garfinkel and Crystal Hamilton (all Kent County).

We need members from New Castle and Sussex counties to
join us in an upcoming planning meeting that has yet to be
scheduled. It would be great if there are any members who
have experience or interest in public or private finance or are
familiar with the Delaware legislative process who would
like to join us.

We have several studies from other state Leagues who have
completed similar studies that we can use as models for our
own state study.
Mickey McKay, Committee Chair
margmcka@comcast.net, 302-734-8355
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LWVNCC-LWVDE CALENDAR ◊ See details in this newsletter 

October 2011
 October 6: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 October 6: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, 10 am-noon, Connie Beattie’s home, 654-5416
 October 7: Energy Committee, Pat Todd’s home, 1:30 pm, ptoddwilm@aol.com or 762-5995
 October 11: Land Use/Transportation Committee, Margo Perkin’s home, 3 pm, Peggy Schultz, 235-7182
 October 17: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark, 1:30 pm, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 October 17: Fun Lunch, Discussion topic: Department of Elections – recent enhancements…International Grill and

Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, 12-1:30 pm. RSVP 571-8948
 October 20: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 October 22: “The Role of the Federal Government in Public Education” LWVUS Study Consensus Meetings.

Nancy Doorey, Chair. Change of location: Peggy Schultz’s home – see details in this newsletter. Morning and
afternoon sessions, lunch provided. RSVP 571-8948 or lwvncc@voicenet.com

November 2011
 November 3: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 November 3: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, 10 am-noon, location TBD, 571-8948
 November 8: Land Use/Transportation Committee, Margo Perkin’s home, 3 pm, Peggy Schultz, 235-7182
 November 14: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark, 1:30 pm, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 November 16: Land Use/Transportation program about Whitehall, a smart growth development project. Location TBD

in Middletown area. “Meet and greet” 6:30 pm, program 7 pm. See details below under “Save the dates!!”
 November 17: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 November 21: Fun Lunch, International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, 12-1:30 pm.
 November 30: Results of Education Study Consensus due to LWVUS.

December 2011:
 December 1: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 December 19: Fun Lunch, Social only–celebrate the season. International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy,

Wilmington, 12-1:30 pm.

Save the dates!!
Wednesday, November 16th: Land Use/Transportation program on Whitehall, a smart growth development project planned for
NCC, south of the canal. Whitehall is the first application of the hamlets and villages ordinance, which the League supported.
Presenter: Larry Tarabicos, land use attorney for the developer. Location: Middletown area. “Meet and greet”, 6:30 pm, and
program, 7 pm.

Monday, November 14th: You are invited to a newsworthy public event: “Freedom of Information in a Digital Age: The
Current FOI Landscape.” A free public event hosted by the Delaware Coalition for Open Government (DELCOG) in partnership
with Delaware Press Association and the Delaware League of Women Voters. This “We the People” event will be held at the
historic Goodstay Center on the Wilmington Campus of the University of Delaware, 2600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wilmington.
Doors will open at 6:30 pm for light refreshments; the meeting will run from 7- 9 p.m. There is ample free parking on-site.

Speaker: Kenneth Bunting, the executive director of the National Freedom of Information Coalition (NFOIC), will talk
about the unrestricted free flow of information as a cornerstone of democracy and how we’re doing regarding freedom of
information and open government at the national level. He then will zero in on open government issues here in Delaware such as
the increasing cost of access to information which the public should have: access to records, access to courts, and access to data.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
www.de.lwv.org
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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

Come to the League’s November program:

Whitehall – A Presentation by Larry Tarabicos, land use attorney

Learn about New Castle County’s
first application of the new

Hamlets and Villages Ordinance.

Whitehall is a 1,200 acre project proposed for just south
of the Canal, a project which will ultimately include

3,310 housing units, plus commercial space.

Learn how this 8-community project will affect housing, jobs, and the environment.

Wednesday night, November 16th
6:30 refreshments - 7:00 presentation

7:45 to 8:30 questions from the audience

Community Room of the Walmart in Middletown
705 Middletown Warwick Road

See mapquest: http://mapq.st/mYaaDR Enter through the building’s middle entrance; a sign over the
entrance reads “HOME & PHARMACY.” The meeting room is just past the Verizon booth on your left.

This talk is sponsored by the League of Women Voters of New Castle County

The views expressed in the presentation are not necessarily the views of the League of Women
Voters. The League has not taken a position on the Whitehall project.

For car pooling or further information: 302-571-8948 or lwvncc@voicenet.com

WHITEHALL PRESENTATION DETAILS

Come on November 16th and “be in the know.” A very large tract of land just south of the Canal (named Whitehall) is
projected for development into eight mixed-use communities. This will be the first substantial application of the
Hamlets and Villages concept under the County's Comprehensive Development Plan. Whitehall is a “by right” project,
which means that it already conforms to zoning and code, and that no special zoning changes are needed.
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(Continued on page 2 Whitehall)

(Continued from page 1 Whitehall)
On Wednesday, November 16th, at the Middletown
Walmart, the developer's attorney will provide
information on what is being proposed. The NCC
League's Land Use/Transportation Committee is
sponsoring this meeting to bring to public awareness
the implication of a development of this size in the
Hamlets and Villages style in this location.

In the '90s Whitehall was presented to the public, but
the project floundered, prior to the addition of the
Hamlet/Village ordinance to the code. Following the
adoption of the last County Comprehensive Plan in
2007, the County passed a new a Hamlets and Villages
ordinance on which the Whitehall development
purports to base its design.

To see the revised language in the Code regarding
Hamlet/Village development go to New Castle County,
DE UDC Hamlet and Village Ord. 09-037. In brief, it
permits “moderate to high density development and a
full range of residential uses, consistent with a high
quality suburban character…with significant areas of
open space and/or landscaping to maintain balance
between green space and buildings.”

The Code states that it has been rewritten to foster use
of the Hamlets and Villages concept by incorporating
and embracing the core principles of smart growth
development: A. variety of transportation choices, B.
mix of land use, C. range of housing choices, D.
walkability, E. community and stakeholder
collaboration, F. strong sense of place, G.
predictability, fairness and cost effectiveness in
development decisions, H. preserved open space, I.
development directed toward existing communities, J.
compact building design and efficient transportation
design.

The November 16th presentation provides an
opportunity to assess whether the Whitehall proposal
conforms to positions resulting from our most recent
consensus: that we support directing development
towards growth zones, except for environmentally
sensitive areas within those growth zones, and that we
support the building of compact development within
established development areas.

While League positions support the Hamlets and
Villages concept, this an informational meeting only.
The League has no position on this particular project.

Jane Dilley, Co-Chair, Land Use/Transportation Comm.

News Flash

The League of Women Voters of Delaware
has a new website! Click here to find us at

http://www.lwvdelaware.org/

The LWV of New Castle County, remains at

www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html

Thank you to the members who have contributed to

the LWV of New Castle County during our

membership renewal drive. Listed below are

members who gave since the last newsletter in

October. (Names of those who are contributing to

the LWV of Delaware and Education Fund Drive will

be listed in the state newsletter end of November

2011.

Betty L. Setterquist and Pat Todd - Education Fund,

NCC account

In-kind: Peggy Schultz, Roberta Ray, Letty Diswood

GREAT DECISIONS MEETING

Thursday’s Great Decisions will meet Nov. 3, 10
a.m., at Marion Godfrey's home - 2401 W.17th Street
(across from the LWV office). Read Topic 8: Making
sense of multilateralism. Marion's phone: 658-5151
Kit Kallal will lead the discussion. Thanks, Kit and
Marion!

Monday’s Great Decisions is having the last formal
meeting of 2011 on November 14 with[lunch at
Bamboo House for those who wish; discussion at
Newark Free Library at 1:30. Vicky Kleinman’ phone:
731-4950.
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“Freedom of Information in a Digital Age:
The Current FOI Landscape”

Keynote Speaker: Ken Bunting
Renowned expert on freedom of information and open government

Monday, November 14, 2011
6:30 p.m. Reception
7:00 p.m. Program

University of Delaware’s Goodstay Conference Center
2600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Wilmington, Delaware

Large, well-lit parking lot

Free and Open to the Public

Ken Bunting, Executive Director of the National Freedom of Information Coalition, will give an
overview of the free flow of information nationwide and will explore how the ability to share public
information electronically in a modern digital age affects access to open government and
open records. He also will focus on increasing costs to access public records in Delaware,
general weaknesses in Delaware’s Freedom of Information Act, state lobbying law reforms
and more.

Following the lecture, a committee of DelCOG members will give an update on a recent
report by the US Public Interest Research Group titled "Online Access to Government
Spending Data," which lists Delaware in the bottom half of states that have electronic
databases on government spending.

There will be an opportunity for Q & A.

Although the program is free, to ensure we’ll have enough seating, please let us know if you’ll
be there. Go to DelawarePressAssociation.org and click on the link in the November 2011
box on the home page that says – Register for Event –.

Coordinating sponsors:

Delaware Coalition for Open Government

Delaware Press Association

League of Women Voters, Delaware

This program is partly funded by a grant from
The Delaware Humanities Forum

A state program of the National Endowment for the Humanities
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New Castle County invites you to its

SEVENTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, November 21, from 12 – 1:30 pm

Place: International Grill & Buffet

Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill
(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $6.99... not including drinks.

The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to find the time to make new friends, check in with

current and longtime friends, invite potential new members to experience the League in an

informal setting, and become informed about a wide variety of topics.

The HOT TOPIC for discussion this month will be an “Update about the

statewide CURBSIDE RECYCLING PROGRAM in Delaware”. Our own League

member and subject expert, Pat Todd, will explain the ins and outs of this

program and will answer your questions.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. We need an RSVP by Friday,

November 18, so we have an idea how many to expect lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948, but

if you can come at the last minute – then just come. If you need a ride leave a message at

302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com. See Directions below.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to right side of
Happy Harry Pharmacy. The new BJ shopping center is to the left of Happy Harry. Prices Corner is west of the restaurant.

From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st light go straight
through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light onto the Kirkwood
Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your left. Turn left into the shopping center and the
restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the building.

From Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow directions
above to find BJ on your left.
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CONVENER’S REPORT

The national consensus meeting on education went amazingly well. We were
fortunate to have Nancy Doorey leading the all-day meeting. Nancy is an
education professional, working particularly in the area of assessment, so with her
expertise and that of Joanne Christian, a member of the Appoquinimink School
District Board of Education, we had lively discussions supported by good
background information. We will review the responses and the caveats connected
with the responses soon, and then share the results in the next Voter.

(Pictured at right L-R Back row: Roberta Ray, Joanne Christian, Jerry Schultz,
Front row: Letty Diswood, Joan Spiegelman, Jane Dilley, Frank Dilley, June MacArtor, Nancy Doorey. Picture was taken by Peggy
Schultz.)

Community organizations throughout southern New Castle County are being invited to attend a November 16th
presentation on Whitehall, a smart growth community south of the Canal, potentially eight times the size of the famed
Kentlands in Maryland. Larry Tarrabicos will be our speaker. This is a “by right” development project. See Jane’s
article later in this Voter, as well as the flyer information on the front of the Voter.

We are happy to note that our County Council and Land Use Department have adopted the practice of locating visually
on large maps all new developments in the County; they also refer either to the County zoning designation or to the
State Level designation. The Council and Land Use Department are noting the zoning designations in direct response
to a request by our League to do so.

Recent Fun Lunches have been enjoyed by all attending. Last month’s topic was on the harmful effects of certain
chemicals in some of our cosmetics. This month’s topic was on the election process, presented by two members of the
Board of Elections. Next month our very own Pat Todd (“Ms. Recycling”) will speak to us on the current state of
recycling in Delaware. A note on her topic will also appears in this Voter. This is a relaxing time with like-minded
folks, so be sure to invite a friend to come hear Pat.

Peggy Schultz, Convener

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Welcome new member: Karen Zecher - kczecher@aol.com
We want to increase our membership! Send potential member names to lwvncc@voicenet.com or leave a message
302-571-8948.

NEW! MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS will be held the SECOND MONDAY of the month from
12:30 – 1:30 pm in the Triangle Restaurant in the Christiana Care Hospital. They are open to all members. The next
meeting is Monday, November 14.

Directions: Go to main entrance of hospital; the Triangle Restaurant is right behind the Information Desk. RSVP is
needed to Kloppy and Letty and, if eating lunch, come earlier to purchase food so we can start at 12:30.

YES WE NEED YOU – MEMBERSHIP TASKS ANYONE CAN HELP WITH:
☺ Follow-up calls to prospective members 
☺ Calls to arrange rides to meetings

  ☺ Bring a friend or neighbor to an event/committee meeting/fun lunch 
☺ Greet and welcome at all to League events/Fun Lunches
☺ One person to collect money at Fun Lunches
☺ One or two people to help plan topics for exciting meetings
☺ One person to help with arrangements for Fun Lunches

Moonyeen Klopfenstein and Letty Diswood, Membership Co-chairs
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REGISTER OF WILLS WAIVES STORAGE FEE FOR 2 MONTHS

In order to encourage residents of New Castle County to file their wills with the Register of Wills, the office is
waiving its normal $10 fee for the months of November and December. You can call 395-7800 to set the
process in motion. The staff members say that often family members do not know the whereabouts of the
wills of their deceased loved ones, and by storing the will with the Register of Wills it will be easy to find.
Councilman Bill Smiley introduced a resolution supporting this waiver at the County Council meeting on
October 25th.

Just another reason to attend County Council meetings! NCC Council Observer

Attention!! Opportunities to use your talents!!

The LWV of New Castle County Fund-Raising chair, Melba Lucas, is
looking for a few good women and men to serve on her committee.
Already on board are Janet Kramer, Pat Todd and Letty Diswood.

Call Melba at 239-2221 or e-mail jermeloh@yahoo.com if you would like to help
out.

Carrie Chapman Catt Awards
Join in this worth-while annual project
to honor members of our community.

LWV of New Castle County is forming a committee to plan the Carrie
Chapman Catt Award event for April, 2012. This committee is responsible
for seeking nominations, making arrangements for a venue, ordering awards,
creating the invitations, getting pictures, bios, addresses, arranging publicity,
helping with bulk mailing of invitations, and having fun in the process!

This committee has members and needs more of them, but most of all, it

needs a chair. Please call Letty Diswood at 571-8948 or email her at
lwvncc@voicenet.com.

NEWS FLASH!! The League of Women Voters of Delaware has a new website! Check it out at
Please click here to find us at http://www.lwvdelaware.org/

The LWV of New Castle County, Delaware is still at www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html
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LWV of the United States - Find out what the League is all about at www.lwv.org

Welcome to the League's Action Center!

Here you'll find all the tools, tips and information you need to
advocate for the League’s priority issues. To receive our free email
action alerts on urgent issues, join our Grassroots Lobby Corps.

The League's Most Recent Actions

League Asks Senators to Promise to Protect Public Health - Oct
20, 2011
League President, Elisabeth MacNamara, sent a letter
urging Senators to protect America's children and
families from dangerous air pollution.

League urges Committee Leaders to Post Submissions to Deficit
Committee - Oct 14, 2011
The League sent a letter to the Chairs and Ranking
Members of all House and Senate Standing Committees
urging them to post their submissions to the Deficit
Committee online as soon as possible, for public review
in order to fully embrace transparency in the Super-
Committee's process.

League Urges Senators to Oppose Voiding of Life-Saving Rule -
Oct 14, 2011
The League and coalition partners sent a letter to
Senators urging them to oppose the Congressional
Review Act resolution sponsored by Senator Rand Paul
which would void the life-saving Cross-State Air
Pollution Rule (CSAPR).

National Poll Shows Strong Disapproval for President Obama’s
Smog Rule Delay, Unfavorable Ratings for Congress’ Assault on
Clean Air Act - Oct 13, 2011

Find Your Elected Officials
Enter Your Zip Code

-
OR
Select your State

Get Local!

Don't know your Zip + 4?
Click Here to find it.

Legislative Watch List

If an opportunity arises and does not interfere
with action on an advocacy priority, the
LWVUS may take action on the following
issues:

 CEDAW
 Climate Change
 Ethics
 Immigration
 Safe Drilling and Mining

(“Fracking”)

Learn more about action on these issues.

Tools for Leagues

High School Voter Registration Manual
2011 LWVUS Advocacy Priorities: Time to
Submit Your Suggestions
State and Local League Request Form for
Federal Issues
The Congressional Meeting
Impact on Issues

SEA LEVEL RISE ADVISORY COMMITTEE PRESENTS: BE A PART OF THE PROCESS!

Stop by a session to review and comment on the work of the Delaware Sea Level Rise Advisory Committee! Interact
with subject matter experts and DNREC scientists about the potential future effects of sea level rise and their
assessment of how it could impact our state's economy, society, public services, and natural resources in years to come.
Your feedback will help guide the Advisory Committee as they determine Delaware's potential vulnerability to sea
level rise, and move forward on their next steps of developing recommendations for ways we can prepare for it.

The SLR Advisory Committee is comprised of a representative from each State of Delaware cabinet-level department
and representatives from municipal governments, business advocacy organizations and citizen advocacy organizations.
Each representative to the Advisory Committee consults with their respective agencies and constituent groups

(Continued on page 8 Sea Level Rise)
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(Continued from page 7 Sea Level Rise)
regarding sea level rise issues and brings their concerns and needs to the table for discussion and action.

Each public engagement session will feature informative presentations, displays staffed by subject matter experts and
committee members, and opportunities for you to provide your comments and feedback.

Wed. Nov. 9 Middletown High School Auditorium, 120 Silver Lake Road, Middletown, DE 19709
Thurs. Nov. 17 William Penn High School Auditorium, 713 East Basin Road, New Castle, DE 19720

Meetings are held from 4-7 pm and presentations are made several times between 4-7 pm.

If you can’t attend in person, by November 15th, copies of the presentations, displays, and handouts from the public
engagement sessions will be available online along with contact information to provide your comments and feedback
with the committee.
Chad Tolman is the LWVDE representative on the Sea Level Rise Advisory Committee and Peggy Schultz is the
alternate.

Adapted from: http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/coastal/Pages/SLRAC-Public-Engagement-Sessions.aspx

LWVNCC-LWVDE CALENDAR ◊ See details in this newsletter 

November 2011

 November 3: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 November 3: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, 10 am-noon, Marion Godfrey’s home, 658-5151
 November 8: Land Use/Transportation Committee, Margo Perkin’s home, 3 pm, Peggy Schultz, 235-7182
 November 14: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Newark, 1:30 pm, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 November 16: Land Use/Transportation program about Whitehall, a smart growth development project, Walmart’s

Community Room in Middletown, “Meet and greet” 6:30 pm, program 7 pm. See details in this newsletter
 November 17: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 November 21: Fun Lunch, Recycling, International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, 12-1:30 pm
 November 30: Results of Education Study Consensus due to LWVUS.

December 2011:

 December 1: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 December 1: Great Decisions Discussion Group, Wilmington, 10 am-noon, Film: Gaslands. Location TBA
 December 19: Fun Lunch, Social only–celebrate the season. International Grill and Buffet, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy,

Wilmington, 12-1:30 pm.

Monday, November 14th: You are invited to a newsworthy public event: “Freedom of Information in a Digital Age: The
Current FOI Landscape.” A free public event hosted by the Delaware Coalition for Open Government (DELCOG) in partnership
with Delaware Press Association and the Delaware League of Women Voters. This “We the People” event will be held at the
historic Goodstay Center on the Wilmington Campus of the University of Delaware, 2600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Wilmington.
Doors will open at 6:30 pm for light refreshments; the meeting will run from 7- 9 p.m. See details in this newsletter.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311

302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org/
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html


