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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

HYDROFRACKING FOR NATURAL GAS
IN THE MARCELLUS SHALE FORMATION

PUBLIC FORUM

How should the Delaware River Basin Commission’s
Proposed Regulations be strengthened to protect the

environment, public health and property?

The League of Women Voters of New Castle County and
Nurses Healing Our Planet are co-sponsors. Photo taken in Dimock, Pennsylvania.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012
6:30 PM REFRESHMENTS

PROGRAM: 7-9 PM
LIMESTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

3201 Limestone Road,
Wilmington, 19808

PANELISTS:

 ►KATHLEEN STILLER, Director, Division of Water Resources, Dept. of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control

 ►ROBERTA WINTERS, Vice President, LWV-Pennsylvania

 ►MAYA VAN ROSSUM, Executive Director, Delaware Riverkeeper Network

 ►GAS DRILLING INDUSTRY SPOKESPERSON

The four speakers will present their views and answer questions from the audience.
A map of Limestone Presbyterian Church’s location is available at
www.limestonepresbyterian.org, go to Maps and Directions found in the upper right hand
corner of the church’s homepage.

(Continued on page 2 Hydrofracking Forum)
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(Continued from page 1 Hydrofracking Forum)

SOME QUESTIONS THAT NEED TO BE ANSWERED:

 Why should Delaware be concerned with what happens in PA and NY?

 Are there risks to Delawareans’ public health from the gas drilling?
 Are residents told that being a leaseholder might jeopardize their mortgages?
 Are residents told that they could become responsible for cleaning up their own properties plus their

neighbors in case of a spill?
 Do you know that 25% of the properties in the Marcellus Shale Formation have absentee landowners,

some of them foreign investors?

 Do town officials understand that they might have no jurisdiction over mining rights in their
townships?

 Do leaseholders know that they might not be able to terminate their leases with drilling companies?

COME GET YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED. BE SURE TO ATTEND THIS FORUM

HYDROFRACKING FOR NATURAL GAS IN THE MARCELLUS SHALE FORMATION
PUBLIC FORUM is being held at the LIMESTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, pictured above..

Call 302-571-8948 or email lwvncc@voicenet.com if you need a ride.

This program is free. All are welcome

GREAT DECISIONS MEETINGS

Great Decisions North 2012 will begin its new season by meeting the second
Thursday of each month, beginning February 9, 10 a.m., at the home of Nancy
Hannigan. Discussion of Topic 1 - Middle East realignment: the Arab upheaval -
should be especially timely. Lunch at a nearby restaurant will follow for those
interested. The briefing books and DVD have arrived and will be delivered soon.
New members are always welcome. Please call the League office (302-571-8948)
for further information.
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Great Decisions South will meet again in February 2012 with lunch at Bamboo
House for those who wish; discussion at Newark Free Library at 1:30. Please call
Vicky Kleinman for further details: 731-4950.

LWV of the United States – Check out the brand new website! www.lwv.org

LWV of New Castle County invites you to its

NINTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, January 16, 2012 from 12 – 1:30 pm
Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $6.99... not including drinks.

The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to make new friends, check in

with current and longtime friends, invite potential new members to

experience the League in an informal setting, and to become

informed on a wide variety of topics.

This month’s HOT TOPIC will focus on New Castle county. Our speaker,

Dave Culver, General Manager of the NCC Land Use Department, will

discuss the draft Comprehensive Development Plan Update. Hear what’s

new about it and how the changing demographic may affect our planning.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. We need an RSVP by Friday, January 13,
so we have an idea how many to expect lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948, but if you can
come at the last minute – then just come. If you need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or
e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

For directions see page 4.
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FUN LUNCH DIRECTIONS:

The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to right
side of Happy Harry Pharmacy. The new BJ shopping center is to the left of Happy Harry. Prices Corner is
west of the restaurant.

From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st

light go straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at
next light onto the Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your
left. Turn left into the shopping center and the restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the
building.

Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow
directions above to find BJ on your left.

CONVENER’S COMMENTS ….

Dear Leaguers,

Have you crossed over lately? Why not make an effort to nudge ourselves out
of our comfort zones and attend League presentations that have nothing at all
to do with our major interests? Might make a good New Year’s resolution.
Then when issues come before the public that relate to these out-of-our-
comfort zone topics we’ll be ready. Are you a die-hard climate change
devotee? That’s cool, but why not make an effort to broaden your horizons and
find out what the needle exchange program is all about, or what on earth is
meant by a growth zone? Not to put too fine a point on it (that’s what people always say just
before they put too fine a point on something) but if you attend the events organized by others they
might be more inclined to attend your events.

Simply coming out and attending any event would be a step in the right direction. At the Whitehall
meeting in Middletown there were maybe 7 Leaguers in attendance. That’s 7 of about 50.

If you ever need a ride to a League meeting, please give Letty a call or an email, and she will put
you in touch with someone she knows who may live near you.

Coming up on the 16th is the January Fun Lunch, with Dave Culver, New Castle County Land Use
Department General Manager as our speaker. He’ll discuss the new Comprehensive Plan Update.
Then later in the month the Energy Committee will give a presentation on “fracking,” or hydraulic
fracturing to capture natural gas. You’ll find more information about these activities earlier in this
Voter. So why not choose January as your month to cross over? Or to just come to a League
event? We’re going to love seeing you!

You may want to join a start-up committee, meeting at the League office on Wed., Jan. 11th, 10
am (Carrie Chapman Catt award event); on Tues., Jan. 17th, 6 pm (Election 2011); Wed., Jan.
25th, 9 am (Fund-Raising Committee). We describe these committees on the next page. I’ll be
attending, and I hope to see you at one or more of these meetings!

Peggy
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Thank you to the members who have contributed to the LWV of New Castle County during our

membership renewal drive. Listed below are members who gave since the last newsletter in

November. (Names of those who are contributing to the LWV of Delaware and Education Fund

Drive will be listed in the winter LWVDE newsletter 2012.

Janet & Brian Kramer and Catherine Wojewodzki to NCC

Liz Ryan and Janet & Brian Kramer - Education Fund, NCC account

News Flash
The League of Women Voters of Delaware has a new website!

Click here to find us at http://www.lwvdelaware.org/

The LWV of New Castle County, remains at www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html

Dear Valued League Member, Prospective Member or Friend of the League:

The Leadership Team of the League of Women Voters of New Castle County thanks you for your
continued financial support---support that has enabled the League to follow the charge of the
League of Women Voters of the United States: MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK.

There has never been a time when League activities have been more critical, with local, state and
national elections looming in 2012. As you may know, the activities of the League are carried on
primarily by committees. At present only a small number of dedicated members are actively
involved in the operations of our local League. We believe this situation is largely the result of our
members being unaware of our need for ongoing activism. Several of our important committees
need members and/or a chair. Here are some opportunities for participation:

1. Treasurer Do you or someone you know have some knowledge of accounting? This would
be a great fit for a retired person. No need to attend Board meetings, but good
communication with the Assistant Treasurer is important.

2. Carrie Chapman Catt Award The arrangement committee needs members who can help
with this event starting now through May. Careful procedural records have been kept over
the years. Come to an organizational meeting on Wednesday, January 11, 10 am at the
League office to get started.

3. Membership Committee The Membership Committee is looking for members. We meet at
noon over a quick lunch the second Tuesday of the month at Applebee’s on the Kirkwood
Highway or at the Christiana Hospital coffee shop (Triangle Room). If you prefer to work at
home you might enjoy doing phone or email follow-ups with prospective members.

4. Election 2012 We invite you to an informal meeting on Tuesday, January 17, 6 pm at the
League office to brainstorm about where to put our emphasis this election cycle, and how

(Continued on page 6 Member Letter)
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(Continued on page 6 Member Letter)

we might want to swing into action. Shall we focus on local candidate forums? What kind of
forums are most effective? (We already have an active group doing registration drives; this
work is coordinated by Patti Christopher.)

5. Fund-Raising Committee The Fund-Raising Committee is seeking more members and a
chair. Our Assistant Treasurer is brimming with ideas. Come to a meeting at the League
office on Wednesday, January 25, 9 am to learn how you can participate.

6. Nominating Committee The Nominating Committee is seeking members. This important
committee is largely responsible for the successful continuity of our League.

Please consider serving on one of the several committees which is currently understaffed. We are
in serious need of expanded member participation. With continued financial support and additional
participation from our loyal members and prospective members, 2012 will be yet another
memorable year in which the League’s mission of promoting informed citizen participation in
government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy will be accomplished.

Phone or leave a detailed message at the office 302-571-8948, lwvncc@voicenet.com, or contact
Peggy, your Leadership Team Convener. We’d love to hear from you with suggestions and where
you might enjoy lending a hand.

Season’s Greetings and the very best in the New Year!

Your Leadership Team:

Peggy Schultz, Convener (235-7182, schultz_peggy@yahoo.com)
Letty Diswood, Co-Convener (478-8224) letty.diswood@verizon.net
Roberta Ray, Secretary (239-5900) robertasray@verizon.net
Melba Lucas, Assistant Treasurer (239-2221) jermeloh@yahoo.com
“Kloppy” Moonyeen Klopfenstein (999-9059) mklopfenstein@christianacare.org
“Jackie” Christman (302-735-18500 jchristman@pol.net
Laura Swiski (992-9881) lauraswiski@yahoo.com
Sue Radecki (266-8404) sjr3601@verizon.net

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Welcome new member: Caitlin Gamel-McCormick Caitlingmcc@gmail.com

We want to increase our membership! Send potential member names to lwvncc@voicenet.com or
leave a message 302-571-8948.

NEW! MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS will be held the SECOND TUESDAY of the
month from 12:30 – 1:30 pm in the Triangle Restaurant in the Christiana Care Hospital or
Applebee Restaurant. Meetings are open to all members. The next meeting is Tuesday, February
14, 2012. Leave a message at 571-8948 or lwvncc@voicenet.com

Moonyeen Klopfenstein and Letty Diswood, Membership Co-chairs
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WHITEHALL PROJECT EXPLAINED

In mid-November about 50 folks—mainly from the Middletown
area—gathered in the public room of the Middletown Walmart
to hear a presentation on the proposed Whitehall project. This
project is to be the first direct application of New Castle
County's Villages and Hamlets Ordinance.

Larry Tarabicos, attorney for the George Julian Construction
Company who would be building the project, presented maps,
architectural renderings and described the goals and
processes that would be followed, responding to comments
and questions from the audience as well.

The project, bordered on the north by the C&D Canal and to
the west of 896/301 is in eight distinct communities totaling
1200 acres. Interconnectivity between communities,
walkability with designated open space for community use, a

range and mix of housing uses (apartment, detached), integration of commercial opportunity within
each of the communities, are hallmarks of the plan.

Several in the audience challenged the value of developing eight new communities with a total of
3300 new housing units when some analyses showed an over-supply of housing already. Mr.
Tarabicos responded that trends show an increasing demand for the very housing types being
planned in compact mixed use communities, differing from the existing supply.

Further he several times made the point that no construction would begin till a viable commercial
employment provider was committed for that community. He very much hoped the County would
be pro-active in steering potential new enterprises to the Whitehall project.

People familiar with the area expressed concerns about the way existing roads were to be
integrated into the developments.

Mr. Tarabicos urged those who knew the area to share with the company their knowledge so as to
make road alignments compatible with needs of the area.

Access to public transit being a requisite of smart growth, he assured the audience of ongoing
conversations and planning with DelDOT for the kind of transit availability needed for Whitehall.
These are not being projected primarily as “bedroom” communities but to a great extent self-
contained with employment and service needs met within the community.

By Jane Dilley, Co-Chair, Land Use/Transportation Committee
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LWVNCC-LWVDE CALENDAR ◊ See details in this newsletter 

January 2012
 January 5: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
●    January 10; Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting, CANCELLED. COME TO THE FUN LUNCH

DAVE CULVER ON THE 16TH INSTEAD!.
 January 11: LWVNCC Carrie Chapman Catt organizing committee meeting 10 am, League Office
 January 16: Fun Lunch, topic: County Comprehensive Plan Update. International Grill and Buffet, 2021

Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington, 12-1:30 pm
 January 17: LWVNCC Election 2012 planning meeting at the League office, 6 pm, refreshments provided
 January 19: LWVDE Board meeting, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and

for information and directions, 571-8948
 January Jan: 25th, with Feb. 7th snow date, public program on Fracking
 January 25: Fundraising Committee, 9 am League Office

February 2012
 February 2: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, : LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm,

571-8948
 February 9: Wilmington Great Decisions: February 9, 10 a.m., at the home of Nancy Hanigan, Topic: Middle East

realignment: the Arab upheaval
 Newark Area Great Decisions group
 February 14: LWVNCC Membership Committee meeting, 12:30 – 1:30
 February 16: State Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 February 20: Fun Lunch, dangerous household chemicals, Place to be determined
 Late February: Tentatively, LWVUS program planning, possible NCC calendar planning, luncheon?

March 2012
 March 1: Leadership Team meeting LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 March 8: Wilmington GD
 March 15: State Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 March 19: Fun lunch
 March 21: League Day in Dover, Campaign Finance and Lobbying Reform, Duncan Center
 Late March: Tentatively, recycling field trip

April 2012
 April 5: Leadership Team meeting LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
 April 13-15: LWVDE Retreat, Center for Inland Bays
 April 19: state board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for information

and directions, 571-8948
 Tentatively in April: Program on child abuse prevention.

May 2012
 Carrie Chapman Catt Event

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org/
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html
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THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO SHAPE THE LWVUS FOCUS FOR THE NEXT BIENNIUM

Come to our PROGRAM PLANNING MEETING AND POTLUCK to discuss recommendations
our League will make for 2012 LWVUS Convention. It depends on you!

Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Immanuel Church, Highlands (LWVDE office location), Parish Hall

2400 W 17th Street, Wilmington, DE 19806
6 pm - potluck (bring your favorite dish)

7- 8 pm meeting

RSVP to let us know what you would like to bring, the number attending and if you need a
ride. Call 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvncc@voicenet.com.

Each two years state and local Leagues participate in the LWVUS Program Planning process by
making recommendations concerning program topics to be studied– this is how we remain a
grassroots organization.

The Program Planning process is an important League tool for identifying issues for study. It gives members
and Leagues the opportunity to balance pros and cons, assess possible support, and consider the viability
of issues. During the process, members have the opportunity - especially with email and discussion lists - to
organize support based on factual materials before the Program Planning deadline of March 1, 2012.

The alternative of waiting to gather support for issues at Convention may result in limited discussion and
incomplete information. Additionally, raising issues at Convention instead of through the Program Planning
process, dilutes or negates the voices of Leagues that do participate in the Convention.

This year, we are also asking Leagues to let us know what LWVUS positions, if any, your local or
state League has used in your work in the community.

Selecting an issue for study

Program, a three-part process that is a core component of the League’s mission, is composed of program
planning, study and consensus, and advocacy. While it is important for every League to hold a Program
Planning meeting to discuss possible issues for study at the national level, it is not essential for every
League to select an issue. The response form includes a line to indicate that issues were discussed, but no
change is recommended. This important option gives the LWVUS a more realistic picture of the
participation and opinions of all Leagues. (Continued on page 2 Program Planning)
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(Continued from page 1 Program Planning)

At the program planning meeting we
encourage members to evaluate possible
issues by asking, for example:

Is there widespread member interest?
Is this a timely issue?
Is government action the most effective way
to address the problem?

New Study, Review and Update, or
Concurrence

Local and state Leagues have the option to
propose one new study, or one review and
update, or one concurrence or to make no
recommendation.

Resources and Volunteer Time
Before recommending a study, review and update
or concurrence, Leagues need to consider the
resource commitment required for their own
League as well as for the national League. A
recommendation of a new study, review or
concurrence is a request to give the
recommendation a high priority for the biennium
at both the local and national League levels. If a
recommendation is adopted, local Leagues and
LWVUS, with limited resources – money, but
even more importantly volunteer time – may find
it necessary to drop other activities in order to
participate. Although technology has made it
possible to reduce expenses, an increase in PMP
may be required to help fund the work at the
national level.

Leagues across the USA are lobbying for the
issues they care about. Here is one of the
issues that the LWV of Delaware Board had
recommended for support.

LWVUS SENTENCING POSITION POSSIBILITY
The LWVDC (Washington, D.C.) has sent us the
following information on a proposal for
concurrence at Convention 2012 in June. As you
may know, with a position presented as a
concurrency issue we can’t alter the question in
any way, nor are we obliged to do an in-depth
study ourselves. By going to this URL you can
read more details about the study done by the
LWVDC: http://lwvdc.org/CONCURRENCE.html

This item will be considered at our program
planning meeting:
“Sentencing Policy

(1) The LWVUS believes alternatives to
imprisonment should be explored and utilized,
taking into consideration the circumstances
and nature of the crime.

(2) The LWVUS opposes mandatory minimum
sentences for drug offenses."

A study published this month has revealed that up
to 41% of young people in the United States have
been arrested by age 23 for something other than
minor traffic violations. The United States is the
largest jailer of citizens per capita in the world,
with enormous economic and social costs. Much
imprisonment is due to harsh mandatory minimum
sentences for drug offenses. After imprisonment,
having a criminal record carries a lifetime of
daunting obstacles to succeed as a productive
citizen.

Concurrence submitted by the League of Women
Voters of Washington, D.C.

ELECTION 2012 **** VOTER REGISTRATION
OPPORTUNITIES

Voter registration volunteers!

We need people willing to assist in registering
new voters. The National election is approaching,
we are starting to receive requests and it will
become busier. Typically we receive requests
from churches and businesses that host special
days for their clients. Please consider helping
out.

2 pm; 1 more volunteer needed.

Contact Patti Christopher
302-571-8948 wjcjr4@verizon.net
Voter Registration Chair
League of Women Voters of New Castle County

LWV of the United States – Check
out the brand new website!

www.lwv.org
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LWV of New Castle County invites you to its
TENTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, February 20, 2012 from 12 – 1:30 pm
Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi & Mongolian & Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)
2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices;; only $6.99... beverages additional.

This month’‛s HOT TOPIC will focus on Cleaning Safely to Reduce Home
Hazards and Healthy and Safe Cleaning Solutions. Our speaker,
Sandra Reddy, BSN, RN, is one of the original founders and past chair of
Nurses Healing Our Planet. In addition to her activities with NHOP, she is
active on the Environmental Stewardship Committee at Christiana Care and in
the Nurse Luminary Project.

The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to make new friends, check in
with current and longtime friends, invite potential new members to
experience the League in an informal setting, and to become
informed on a wide variety of topics.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. We need an RSVP by Monday, February 13, so we
have an idea how many to expect lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948, but if you can come at the last
minute – then just come. If you need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or e-mail
lwvde@voicenet.com.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and
situated to right side of Happy Harry Pharmacy. The new BJ shopping center is to the left of Happy Harry.
Prices Corner is west of the restaurant.

From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st

light go straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at
next light onto the Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your
left. Turn left into the shopping center and the restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the
building.
Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow
directions above to find BJ on your left.
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The DELAWARE WOMENS CONFERENCE
2012 is just around the corner!

The League will have a table to provide civic and
membership information, register voters, have
fun…. If you are interested in volunteering for
a few hours contact letty.diswood@verizon.net
Luncheons will be provided for two volunteers.

March 3, 2012: Clayton Hall, University of
Delaware, Newark. http://delawarewomen.org

Registration 7:30 – 8:30 am
Opening Session, Workshops and Luncheon
8:30-3:30

Each year since 1984, the Delaware Women’s
Conference has brought women together to learn,
network, relax and grow by offering diverse
workshops, an inspirational speaker, various
exhibitors, a women’s art show and safe place to
share and learn.

2012 Keynote Speaker: Annmarie Kelly
Live Victoriously - Out Loud and in Living
Color
Whether she’s working with women in
corporations, women’s leadership groups,
professional associations, small businesses,
government agencies, or individuals, Annmarie
Kelly encourages women to LIVE
VICTORIOUSLY - out loud and in living color...
She shows women how to step up into personal
and professional leadership and overcome
adversity by helping them develop victory
strategies that transform challenges into
opportunities.

GREAT DECISIONS MEETINGS

Great Decisions North

Great Decisions North will begin its new season
by meeting the second Thursday of each month,
beginning February 9, 10 a.m., at the home of
Nancy Hannigan in Tavistock (478-1889).
Discussion of Topic 1 - Middle East Realignment:
the Arab Upheaval - should be especially timely.
Lunch at a nearby restaurant will follow for those
interested. New members are always welcome.
Please call the League office (302-571-8948) for
further information.

Great Decisions South
The Monday Great Decisions group will meet on
Feb. 13 [the 2nd Monday of the month as usual]
at 1:30 pm at the Newark Free Library. For those
who would like a warm-up, some of us get
together for lunch at noon at the Bamboo House
across the way. This month's topic will be Middle
East Realignment. If interested in lunch or for
further information, please call Vicky Kleinman,
731-4950.

Thank you to the members who have renewed

their memberships and generously contributed

to the LWV of New Castle County. Your

support is greatly appreciated.

Listed below are members who gave since the

last newsletter in January 2012. (Names of

those who are contributing to the LWV of

Delaware and Education Fund Drive will be

listed in the winter LWVDE newsletter 2012.

Judy Mellen

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

We want to increase our membership! Send
potential member names to lwvncc@voicenet.com
or leave a message 302-571-8948.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE MEETINGS will be
held the SECOND TUESDAY of the month from
12:30 – 1:30 pm in the Triangle Restaurant in the
Christiana Care Hospital or Applebee Restaurant.
Meetings are open to all members. The next
meeting is Tuesday, February 14, 2012. Leave a
message at 571-8948 or lwvncc@voicenet.com to
confirm place.

Moonyeen Klopfenstein and Letty Diswood,
Membership Co-chairs

News Flash
The League of Women Voters of Delaware has a
new website! Click here to find us at
http://www.lwvdelaware.org/

The LWV of New Castle County, remains at
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html
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Missed our meeting on hydrofracking for natural gas? – Highlights follow!!

HYDROFRACKING FORUM AT LIMESTONE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HELD
ON JANUARY 25, 2012 – summary by Lorraine Fleming, Chad Tolman and Pat Todd

A public information forum on hydrofracking for natural
gas (methane) sponsored by the LWV-NCC and
Nurses Healing Our Planet was attended by over 75
people. Rev. Bruce Gillette, Pastor of Limestone
Presbyterian Church, and Pat Todd, LWV-NCC
welcomed the audience. Moderator Coralie Pryde,
LWV-NCC, introduced the speakers: Dr. Roberta
Winter, Vice President – Advocacy and Issues, LWV
PA; Kathleen Stiller, Director, Division of Water,
DNREC; and Faith Zerbe, Biologist with Delaware
Riverkeeper Network. While the League attempted to
provide an industry spokesperson, no one was
forthcoming. A lively Q and A session followed the
presentations.

Hydraulic fracturing or “hydrofracking” is the process of
releasing natural gas from shale formations deep
underground by drilling vertical and horizontal wells
and injecting a mixture of water, sand and organic
chemicals (some toxic) at high pressure to fracture the
shale, hold open spaces between layers (the role of
the sand), and release the natural gas so that it can be
collected and pumped by pipeline to be burned to
produce heat or electricity. This industrial process has
spread rapidly across the country (34 states) since
Congress passed the Energy Policy Act of 2005 which
exempted extraction of natural gas from regulatory
provisions of the Clean Air Act and Safe Drinking
Water Act. This lack of environmental controls has
been a bonanza for developers who are making
fortunes with little or no state or federal oversight – like
the California Gold Rush of 1849 noted Winters.
Economic studies can be found on the LWV PA
website.

Some 15 million people depend on the Delaware River
Basin for their drinking water, including 70% of New
Castle County residents. Of particular concern to
Delaware is the potential contamination of ground and
surface waters in the Delaware River Basin from
fracking operations in the Pennsylvania Marcellus
Shale formation which underlies about 2/3 of the state.
Of lesser but significant concern is methane leakage
into the atmosphere and into underground aquifers.
Winters cautioned vigilance over pipelines that will
cross the Brandywine, Red Clay and White Clay
Creeks. There are cases where water in streams or
even kitchen sinks can be ignited, the quantity of
leaked methane in the water is so great. Methane also
is a very potent greenhouse gas, much more potent
than carbon dioxide and in the course of its oxidation
produces ground-level ozone, causing damage to both
plant leaves and human lungs.

(Pictured L-R)
Faith Zerbe,
Kathleen
Stiller,
Dr. Roberta
Winter

Faith Zerbe, Biologist with the Delaware River keeper
Network, discussed the Delaware River Basin
Commission’s (DRBC) role in permitting water usage in
the Basin and the DRBC draft fracking regulations
which were to have been voted on November 21,
2011. The vote was postponed and not rescheduled
when Governor Markell notified commissioners that
Delaware would vote NO. Markell has asked DNREC
to answer the several technical questions on how
fracking can be conducted safely. Governors of
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York,
plus a representative of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (the President’s alternate) comprise the
DRBC commissioners.

Though drilling companies have not been forthcoming
about what organic chemicals are in fracking fluid,
there is evidence of benzene and other carcinogenic
compounds. Only about 20% of the material is
produced (released) with the natural gas for storage
and possible reuse; the fate of the rest is unknown.
Zerbe stated that the used fluid frequently contains
high concentrations of salt as well as arsenic, heavy
metals and even radioactive elements, very destructive
to stream life. Many of these substances cannot be
removed by conventional wastewater treatment plants
and would need expensive, specialized treatment—like
the processes used at the DuPont Chamber Works in
NJ—before the used water could be safely released
into the Delaware River.

The need for tight regulations and oversight of
hydrofracking is evident. There were over 70,000
comments in response to the first draft regulations
released in the spring of 2011. The second draft of
regulations was released November 8, 2011. Many
are still concerned that these proposed regulations are
not sufficiently protective of public health and the
environment; nor has the public been allowed to
comment on the second draft. The process forward
must be followed closely and public involvement
continued unabated to ensure that any hydrofracking in
the Delaware Basin is conducted with utmost safety.
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Culver discusses Comp Plan Update 2012 draft

Dave Culver, General Manager of the Department of Land Use for New
Castle County, gave January Fun Lunch attendees a run-down on what to
expect from the proposed Comprehensive Development Plan 2012 Update.
To start off, he said, there's not much that's brand new in the plan; it's largely
an extension of current plans that are working and need either tweaking or
an increase in scope. Although an update was done in 2007, a five-year
period, the next Comp Plan won't be due until 2022 because of a State law
passed last year.

Culver pointed to significant trends in new recorded residential housing. Since
2005 house size has been going down, beginning in 2001 with an average of 1,710 sq. ft., and finishing
in 2010 with an average of 1,611 sq. ft. Permits for building additions have stayed flat over that period
while permits for new housing units have gone from 1,650 to about 600 in 2010.

Legislative improvement highlights triggered by the last Comp Plan include an Accessory Dwelling Unit code
amendment, implementation of a two-step development process which puts State review of the plans much
earlier in the process, an affordable housing amendment, a very major piece of legislation in the Villages
and Hamlets ordinance and a Memorandum of Understanding resulting in the preservation of the Red Clay
Scenic Byway. Culver drew attention to the large number of people who moved to Delaware between 2000
and 2010; though the percentage of growth in New Castle County is small (7.6%), the actual number of new
people is roughly the same as in Kent and Sussex Counties since our base number was higher.

Key objectives of the 2012 plan are:
Develop special zoning categories for small commercial properties on the urban fringe so that they don't
linger unused.
Rezone to agricultural and open space those lands which are currently used in those respective
manners but which have residential or business zoning designations. These changes would help to ensure
that these lands retain their intended uses.
Make ample provisions for redevelopment, which is basically recycling pre-used land.
Expand the Villages (requires 100 to 500 acres) and Hamlets (requires 50 to 99 acres) ordinance to the
entire County. The current ordinance relates only to southern NCC.
Allow for smaller lot residential communities
Emphasize walkability and transit-friendly planning.
Direct growth into growth areas (sound familiar, Leaguers?) by enhancing Transfer of

Development Rights legislation and by focusing on area-wide transportation studies, as opposed
to the area immediately surrounding a particular project. Level of Service (measured traffic light
waits) is a dicey concept, explained Mr. Culver. If traffic waits are even a tenth of a second high
they could trigger millions of dollars in highway construction, and if there's even one short traffic
jam in the entire hour, the whole hour at that intersection could “fail.” Furthermore, we need greater
density in our core areas to support public transit and walkability so unreasonably high
standards in terms of waits at traffic signs will foil good planning.

Challenging us as we move forward, according to Culver, are the following:
Infrastructure dollars are increasingly scarce.
Few want density in their areas to increase and public transit and walkability then become possible.
Demands for unreasonably high Level of Service thwart efforts to increase density where desirable.
Maintain existing communities, foreclosures sometimes making this difficult.
Engage younger citizens and new Americans who are currently not aware of or interested in zoning
regulations.
There are not as many innovative developers as planners would like to see.
Manage fear of change.

Peggy Schultz, Co-Chair, Land Use/ Transportation Committee
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Fourth Annual Delaware Environmental Summit

at Wilmington College in Dover, co-sponsored by LWVDE
Saturday morning, February 11 (8:30-1:00)

Breakout sessions will be held in the following areas:

Energy/Climate Change (Chad Tolman); topics---a Comprehensive Energy/Climate Change Plan for Delaware; sea level rise;
promotion of renewable energy development; public education and outreach; working with faith communities.

Delaware River Issues (Coralie Pryde); topics---fracking and Delaware River deepening.

Health and the Environment (Sarah Bucic); topics---the Toxic Substances Control Act and Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations; mobilizing Delawareans to educate and support politicians to back appropriate legislation.

Land Use Issues (Andrea Trabelsi); topics---interface of transportation and land use; freshwater wetlands; education and
awareness.

Ocean and Beach Issues (Andy Benson); topics---wastewater outfall, plastic bags and trash on beach; beach replenishment.
Please complete the following registration form and email to nancymoore.desierra@gmail.com. Put “Summit Registration” in the
subject line. Pre-registrations will be accepted through February 9. On-site registrations will be accepted at the Summit only as
space permits. $5 donation requested.

Coralie Pryde, Jim Black
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
* * * * * REGISTRATION FORM
Name(s)
Number of Attendees
E-mail Address
Environmental Organization
Affiliations (list up to 3)
My choice(s) for breakout session
List only your top choice unless undecided. Attendees are expected to attend only one session. If you wish to attend the first half
of one session and the second half of another, you need to get permission from the discussion leaders in both groups.

1. _________________________

2. _________________________

Coffee and tea and some very light nibbles for attendees. Please bring your own cup.

Register now for the 2012 Delaware Wetlands Conference

Feb. 29th, Dover Downs Hotel
Sessions will include presentations on the latest advances in the science and management of wetlands and application
of this information to local decisions affecting wetlands and the services that they provide. Go to
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Admin/DelawareWetlands/Pages/Delaware-Wetlands-Conference-2012.aspx for
details.

The LWV of New Castle County is holding a planning meeting for the Carrie Chapman Catt Awards event
Friday, February 3, at 10:30 in the League office, 2400 W 17th Street. We still need some willing hands.
Leave a message at 302-571-8948 or lwvncc@voicenet.com.
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February 2012
February 2: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
February 6: Carrie Chapman Catt Awards Planning Comm. meeting, LWV Office, 10:30 am - 12 noon, 571-8948
February 9: Wilmington Great Decisions, February 9, 10 a.m., at the home of Nancy Hannigan, Topic: Middle East
Realignment: The Arab Upheaval.
February 11: Environmental Summit, Wilmington College in Dover, 8:30 am to 11 pm, email Nancy Moore for a
registration form at nancymoore.desierra@gmail.com.
February 13: Newark Area Great Decisions group, Newark Free Library, Topic: Middle East Realignment: The
Arab Upheaval, 1:30, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950.
February 14: LWVNCC Membership Committee meeting, 12:30 – 1:30 pm
February 16: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for
information and directions, 571-8948
February 17: Energy/Natural Resources Committee meeting, 1:30 – 2:30 pm, Pat Todd’s home 762-5995
ptoddwilm@aol.com
February 20: Fun Lunch, Cleaning Safely to Reduce Home Hazards and Healthy, Safe Cleaning Solutions.
Sandra Reddy speaker, Nurses Healing Our Planet. See detail in this newsletter.

February 21: Pot Luck and Program Planning Meeting, 6-8 pm, Immanuel Church Highland, 2400 w 17th

St., Wilmington, 571-8948. See details in this newsletter.

February 28: Land Use/Transportation committee meeting, at Margo Perkins home 3-5 pm, For details
schultz_peggy@yahoo.com
February 29: Delaware Wetlands Conference in Dover, 8:15 am – 4:30 pm, to register and details,
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/Admin/DelawareWetlands/Pages/Delaware-Wetlands-Conference-2012.aspx

March 2012
March 1: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
March 8: Wilmington Great Decisions, 10 am – noon. Location TBA.
March 15: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for
information and directions, 571-8948
March 19: Fun lunch
March 21: League Day in Dover, Campaign Finance and Lobbying Reform, Duncan Center
Late March: Tentatively, recycling field trip

April 2012
April 5: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
April 13-15: LWVDE Retreat, Center for Inland Bays
April 19: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for
information and directions, 571-8948
Tentatively in April: Program on child abuse prevention.

May 2012
Carrie Chapman Catt Event

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948

http://www.lwvdelaware.org
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html
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The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware
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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

Call for Nominations for the Carrie Chapman
Catt Award, 2012

Dear Leaguers,

We have upon us the wonderful opportunity to
recognize 2 to 3 persons in the community for their
selfless labor on behalf of others. Yes, it’s the Carrie
Chapman Catt Award event, coming up in
September.

Do you know someone who:

a) has made significant contributions to the
community?

b) has awareness of community issues or problems
and ability to respond to them in innovative ways?

c) is open to others?

d) carries on the principles of the League? (See next
page for the League principles).

It is not necessary for recipients of this award to be
League members. This year we would particularly
like to have among our 2-3 recipients at least one
person from the arts community.

Please submit your award nomination to the office no
later than March 15th. Include a brief description of
his or her relevant accomplishments -- even just a
few words. If the committee finds your nominee
suitable we will pursue additional background
information. The office phone number is 571-8948
and e-mail is lwvncc@voicenet.com.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Your ad hoc Carrie Chapman Catt Award Committee
(Continued on page 2 Nominations)

Dear League Member:

We are grateful for the fast action of Pat Todd in
getting organized in a really short time an incredibly
informative forum on hydrofracking. You can find a
full-page report on it in our February Voter.

We’re also enormously grateful for the unselfish
donation of her time to LWVNCC Treasurer’s duties
on the part of Valerie Driscoll, of the Sussex County
League. She is taking a well-earned retirement from
this job, however, and now we’re asking for a pair of
willing and maybe somewhat experienced hands
from a New Castle County member. Would you
enjoy contributing to your League in this manner? If
so, please contact Letty Diswood, our Office Manager
(571-8948; lwvncc@voicenet.com) if you have any
questions about the job or would like to come on-
board. The salary is generous: the grateful hearts of
all the League members in the County!

We’ve begun work on both the Carrie Chapman Catt
and Fund Raising Committees, but we could still use
some more members....not to mention chairpersons!
Again, please give Letty a call if these activities seem
appealing to you. The Carrie Chapman Catt
Committee is considering some new venues for the
event in September. The Fund Raising Committee
has a fun event planned for June. Stay tuned for
more on this! Don’t miss the article in this Voter on
submitting nominations for the Carrie Chapman Catt
Award. Nominations are due March 15th, so review
your memories of unselfish workers in our
community, and let’s honor them!

(Continued on page 2 Convener’s Message)

Newark Great Decisions Group
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(Continued from page 1, Nominations)

League Principles:

The League of Women Voters believes in
representative government and in the individual
liberties established in the Constitution of the United
States.

The League of Women Voters believes that
democratic government depends upon the informed
and active participation of its citizens and requires
that governmental bodies protect the citizen's right to
know by giving adequate notice of proposed actions,
holding open meetings and making public records
accessible.

The League of Women Voters believes that every
citizen should be protected in the right to vote; that
every person should have access to free public
education that provides equal opportunity for all; and
that no person or group should suffer legal, economic
or administrative discrimination.

The League of Women Voters believes that efficient
and economical government requires competent
personnel, the clear assignment of responsibility,
adequate financing, and coordination among the
different agencies and levels of government.

The League of Women Voters believes that
responsible government should be responsive to the
will of the people; that government should maintain
an equitable and flexible system of taxation, promote
the conservation and development of natural
resources in the public interest, share in the solution
of economic and social problems that affect the
general welfare, promote a sound economy and
adopt domestic policies that facilitate the solution of
international problems.

News Flash
The League of Women Voters of Delaware has a
new website! Click here to find us at
http://www.lwvdelaware.org/

The LWV of New Castle County, remains at
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html

(Continued from page 1, Convener’s Message)

Our program planning meeting/potluck dinner
resulted in the enjoyment of a number of excellent
dishes prepared by our members or purchased from
gourmet shops, and concurrence with the
Washington, D.C., proposed position on sentencing
policy (http://lwvdc.org/CONCURRENCE.html)

“Title: Sentencing Policy

1) The LWVUS believes alternatives to
imprisonment should be explored and utilized,
taking into consideration the circumstances and
nature of the crime.

2) The LWVUS opposes mandatory minimum
sentences for drug offenses.”

The Washington, D.C., League had studied the
subject in-depth before proposing the above position.
Participants at the meeting agreed that the Delaware
position on sentencing may be more appropriate, and
will recommend to the LWVDE that at the LWVUS
convention in June that Delaware delegates propose
changes to the DC position to bring it somewhat
closer to the Delaware position, which includes this
statement: “We support the expansion of drug courts
and mental health courts for all nonviolent offenders
and the appropriate science based health and mental
health treatment of all offenders.”

We’ll see you at League Day in Dover March 21,
where an awesome program is planned on campaign
financing and lobbying.

Peggy

Great Decisions Discussion Group meeting
Thursdays in Wilmington

Some members
engaging in
conversation about
- Middle East
Realignment: the
Arab Upheaval -

L-R
Joan Short, Nancy
Hannigan, Joyce
Johnson
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Dear League Friends,

I came across a poem in my files that I thought
should see the light of day again. It was written
anonymously by a Massachusetts member many
years ago. I thought you might enjoy it and find a use
for it too!

Warmly,
Marcia

Marcia A. Merrins, LWVUS Board of Directors
Trainings and Meetings Chair

WHY DON'T I JUST QUIT?

It seems to me this year
I'm busier than before
I'm tempted to resign from the League
Instead I take on more!

Now why is that? I ask myself,
(For surely that's a reason)
I'll have more time, I tell myself,
Right after the rush season.

Besides, League members are my good friends
I couldn't let them down.
Those surface reasons, I advance -
(The real one's further down)

I think the answer lies somewhere
Deep within myself.
I want to see my talents used,
Not rusted on the shelf.

I want America to be
A better place to live.
Just talking won't improve it-
We also have to give.

I want to find myself among the workers,
Not the floaters-
And that is why I am neck-deep
In the League of Women Voters.

Tips from our February Fun Lunch:

CLEANING SAFELY TO REDUCE
HOME HAZARDS, and

HEALTHY, SAFE CLEANING SOLUTIONS

Sandra Reddy, BSN, RN, one of the
founders and past chair of Nurses
Healing Our Planet, provided
excellent suggestions
--just a few are:

Healthy, Cheap and Safe…all you need:

Baking soda, Borax, clear vinegar, alcohol, liquid
soap, rubber gloves, microfiber or cloth rags,
sponges, plastic spray bottles, brushes

HEALTHY AND SAFE CLEANING SOLUTIONS
(This is just a sampling of suggestions; visit the
League website for additional solutions.)

Bacteria, Mold, etc.: Spraying clear vinegar
regularly will kill 99% of bacteria; 82% mold, and 80%
of all germs and viruses.

Dusting: Use a wet rag to dust. A little olive oil and
water on a rag is a safe furniture polish.

Toilet Bowl: Pour ! cup Borax into the bowl at
night. In the morning, clean with a brush.

Why go pesticide-free? Health effects associated
with pesticides include:

Eye, nose, throat irritation
Skin rashes, stomach cramps, nausea
Central nervous system damage
Kidney damage
Increased risk of cancers
Contribute to at least a 7- month lag in the
IQ’s of exposed children

Pesticides and poisonings: 88% of households
with children under 5 store pesticides within
reach of children.

Call 1-800-222-1222, National Capital Poison
Center; you will be automatically re-routed to
your local Poison Center.
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Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. We need an RSVP by Friday, March 16, so we will have
an idea of how many to expect. E-mail lwvde@voicenet.com or call 302-571-8948, but if you can come at the last
minute – then just come. If you need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to
right side of Happy Harry Pharmacy. The new BJ shopping center is to the left of Happy Harry. Prices Corner is
west of the restaurant.

From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st light go
straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light onto
the Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your left. Turn left into the
shopping center and the restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the building.

Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow directions
above to find BJ on your left.
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LEAGUE'S NEW CASTLE COUNTY LAND USE/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
MEETS WITH NEWARK CITY PLANNERS
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The League's Land Use/Transportation Committee is alert to the
implications of potential development and re-development projects. Will the
development incorporate principals of density, of maximizing open space,
providing diversity of use and economic possibilities, or will it
repeat outmoded patterns? The fate of 119 acres of unusually beautiful
and varied open terrain in Newark proper has been a simmering issue for
five years or so. This is property owned by the Board of the Newark
Country Club: a restaurant and club house, swimming pool and 18-hole
golf course.

The Board of the Country Club, facing the same declining membership trend which has hit many golf clubs in
recent years, has been looking for ways to update and upgrade to increase their membership. A potential land
swap with an entrepreneurial developer seemed the answer but public outcry, resistance to the proposed
development plan by City Planners, and now the downturn in housing development economy has left this property
in limbo. In February, 2013, the option will expire, may be renewed, reviewed, revised, or dropped.

The property has been zoned RS since 1949 which permits residential development and legally prevents down
zoning to a lesser developed category. The cost for the City to buy the property for a park or a use totally under its
control could be $10-$15 million—impossible to achieve.

In the view of City Planning the original proposal for 270 dwellings failed to use the unusual mix of natural features
to produce what could be a spectacular development, one which could incorporate even more density with
clustering, a mix of dwelling types and mixed use and still minimize the impact on the surrounding communities.

Many have pushed for senior housing there which could stand alone or be part of a mixed use community. Banks,
however, will not now lend for condominium construction which stymies new construction for older adult
communities. Newark's ordinances and regulations have the flexibility to allow for hamlets and villages type
development, form based (which allows light commercial enterprise to intermix with residential as long as the
architectural form is in keeping with the surrounding area).

Continuing changes can be expected in Newark. All its shopping centers are due for updating. The vision of the
Newark Planning Department is to continue the Main Street feel from the east gateway through the City's portion of
Elkton Road. It is doing what it can to nudge and encourage the addition of enterprises that will further that vision.

by Jane Dilley, Co-Chair, Land Use/Transportation Committee

REMINDER -LEAGUE DAY IN DOVER Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Disclosure in Delaware: Follow the Money!

The program will provide relevant information about the complexities of campaign finance and lobbying and how the
strategies employed can determine the outcome of elections and ultimately federal and state legislation. Our speakers and
panelists will also touch upon the national rating of Delaware's campaign finance measures, pending and recommended
legislation. They will also introduce participants to the Citizens United decision and ALEC (American Legislative Exchange
Council), both of which have a tremendous impact on campaign finance.

9:00 AM Registration and refreshments, 9:30 AM ROGRAM, 12:15-1:30 PM BUFFET LUNCHEON with legislators invited

Registration $25. Go to www.lwvdelaware.org for details or call the office at 302-571-8948, lwvde@voicenet.com

A flyer was mailed to members and friends recently by regular mail. See next page for registration form.
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REGISTRATION FORM for LEAGUE DAY in DOVER * REGISTRATION DEADLINE FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 2012

NAME (S)____________________________________________________________________ $25.00 EACH____________

_____________________________________________________________________________ TOTAL $________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE___________________________________ EMAIL _______________________________________________

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED- Master Card, Visa or American Express

NAME ON CREDIT CARD: _____________________________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD NUMBER:______________________________________________ EXPIRATION: ___________________

Send this form (and check, if not paying by credit card) to LWVDE, 2400 W. 17TH Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower
Level, Wilmington, DE 19806-1311. Please call the League office at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com if you
have any questions.

CALENDAR

March 2012
March 1: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 302-571-8948
March 7: LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting, 9:30 am-noon, 302-571-8948 or lwvde@voicenet.com
March 8: Wilmington Great Decisions, 10 am–noon, Kit Kallal’s home, 302-571-8948
March 12: Newark Great Decisions, 1:30-3:30 pm, Newark Library, call Vicky Kleinman 302-731-4950
March 15: LWVDE Board, 6-8:30 pm, Roma Restaurant, Dover. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for
information and directions, 302-571-8948
March 16: Energy Committee meeting, 1:30-3:30 pm, Pat Todd's home, 302-762-5995, ptoddwilm@aol.com
March 20: Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting, 1-3 pm, Margo Perkins' home, call Peggy 302-235-
7182, schultz_peggy@yahoo.com
March 19: Fun Lunch, International Grill, 12-1:30 pm. Rashmi Rangan will speak about the newly-created
credit union in underserved Wilmington community. See details in this newsletter
March 21: League Day in Dover, Campaign Finance and Lobbying Reform, Duncan Center Registration 9 am,
program 9:30, lunch with legislators 12:14. Call 302-571-8948 or lwvde@voicenet or www.lwvdelaware.org

April 2012
April 4: LWVDE Advocacy Corps meeting, 9:30 am -12, 302-571-8948 or lwvde@voicenet.com
April 5: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7-9 pm, 571-8948
April 9: Newark Great Decisions, 1:30-3:30 pm, Newark Library, call Vicky Kleinman 302-731-4950
April 12: Wilmington Great Decisions, 10 am-noon, location to be determined, 302-571-8948
April 13-15: LWVDE Retreat, Center for Inland Bays, all League members welcome.
April 19: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6-8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for
information and directions, 571-8948
April 23: Program on child abuse prevention, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Wilmington, 6:30
refreshments, program 7 pm, more details will be in April newsletter.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html
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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

Child Sexual Abuse Prevention

The LWV of New Castle County invites you to a
program about Child Sexual Abuse Prevention.
Child sexual abuse is a silent epidemic that affects
millions of children and families each year. 1 in 4 girls
and 1 in 6 boys will be sexually abused by their 18th

birthdays. Come learn what sexual abuse is, the
impact it has on people who experience abuse and
some strategies for prevention. Additionally learn
about Delaware’s Child Sexual Abuse Prevention
Initiative, Stewards of Children, and how to get
involved in bringing this training to your community
and local school. This program will also provide Child
Sexual Abuse Facts and Tips for Prevention.

Monday, April 23, 2011
6:30 pm: light refreshments, PROGRAM: 7:00 pm

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Classroom 6, Pennsylvania Avenue at Rodney Street

1502 W. 13th Street, Wilmington, DE 19806
The public is encouraged to attend this free program.

Our presenter will be Kellie Turner, Program
Director of Prevent Child Abuse Delaware. Kellie
received her Bachelor and Master of Education
degrees from the University of Delaware and has been
with Prevent Child Abuse Delaware since 1995. She is
involved in program development, grant and contract
management, program evaluation and the supervision
of program staff, interns, and volunteers. While with
Prevent Child Abuse Delaware, Kellie has presented
educational prevention programming to elementary
and secondary school children. In these programs
children learn the definitions of abuse, ways to stay
safe and identify support people and what to do when

(Continued on page 2 Child Sexual Abuse Prevention)

CONVENER’S COMMENTS

Dear Leaguers,

We have at least three great opportunities
for enlightenment this month:

1) the State League’s Retreat on
the 2nd weekend, cottages
pictured at left,
2) a presentation on preventing

child sexual abuse on April 23rd
and 3) the LWVUS study on privatization. People
newly-involved in the League are particularly welcome
at the Retreat, while friends, neighbors, teachers,
nurses and adult family members are encouraged to
come to the presentation on the 23rd. Learning about
privatization can be done easily by participating in the
National League’s study described elsewhere in this
Voter. Please take the time to survey the materials
and to respond to the consensus questions.

Changes in the lives of two of our wonderful
Leadership Team members have drawn them away
from us. One of our folks, Laura Swiski, has moved to
Baltimore for an exciting career opportunity. Laura
had put all our membership preferences on a
spreadsheet which was a great help. We wish Laura
all the best in her new job, working for the Maryland
Department of Transportation. Melba Lucas, our
assistant treasurer, charmed us all, and then felt that
she too must withdraw in order to concentrate on her
family. Melba’s a college-level accounting teacher,
and was a big help in getting us to see what kind of
financial report would be most helpful to us, as well as
being the catalyst that got us to write down our
financial goals. We look forward to welcoming Melba
back when she feels ready.

(Continued on page 2 Convener Comments)
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(Continued from page 1, Child Sexual Abuse Prevention)

someone is being hurt. She has also facilitated school-based support/treatment groups for child and adolescent
victims of abuse and for children who are considered high risk due to parental substance abuse. Kellie currently
spends a majority of her time developing and providing training on issues related to child abuse and neglect to foster
parents, home visitors, and daycare providers. Kellie has given presentations at the American Professional Society on
the Abuse of Children, the 11th National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect, the 12th Annual Prevention and
Early Intervention Forum, the Delaware Association for the Education of Young Children Annual Conference and
Delaware Technical College’s Week of the Young Child Celebration Conference. We are pleased to have Ms. Turner
join us for this important meeting in April, the National Child Abuse Prevention Month.

 Sponsored by the LWVNCC Urban Health and Justice System Committee, Sue Radecki, Chair

(Continued from page 1, Convener Comments)

But now we need to try to replace these two lovely people. We’ve asked before for people to help shore up our
Leadership Team, but to no avail. We were short before on Leadership Team members. Now we’re downright
serious. Does governance interest you? Do you feel a thrill run up your spine when someone mentions QuickBooks?
Then do we have a job for you!! Please contact Letty or Peggy if you would like join us or to nominate someone who
comes to mind. Letty is at 571-8948, or lwvde@voicenet.com; you can reach Peggy at 235-7182, or
schultz_peggy@yahoo.com
Peggy

BE PART OF THE LWVUS CONSENSUS ON
PRIVATIZATION

The consensus questions and some resource files will
ONLY be sent by email. All resources can be found at
http://www.lwv.org/member-resources/privatization
Please mail the filled out consensus form to the
League office at 2400 W 17th St., Clash Wing, Rm. 1,
Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 19806. You can also
email your form to: lwvde@voicenet.com.

There will be an opportunity to discuss the consensus
questions Monday, April 30, 2012 from 10 am – 12 at
the League office. Location listed above.

Deadline for mailed in CONSENSUS FORM received in
the office is Thursday, April 26.

Questions will also be available at our Fun Lunch.
Resources found at:
http://www.lwv.org/member-resources/privatization

Below are listed some resources:
Leader’s Guide for the Privatization Study Consensus
→ Consensus Questions
Privatization Power Point Presentation
LWV Privatization Study: Glossary
→Privatization: the Public Policy Debate
LWV Studies: Education and Privatization
Other papers include the following categories:
State Level Privatization, Prisons, Wastewater
Treatment Plants, Transparency, Public Libraries
Surveys of State Laws, Deregulations of Railroads
Learn and Participate! Your thoughts Count!

Monday Great Decisions South Discussion Group

Great Decisions South will meet Monday, April 9, 1:30-
3:30 pm, at Newark Free Library. Lunch at noon at a
nearby restaurant for those interested. Call Vicky
Kleinman, 731-4950.

Thursday Great Decisions North Discussion Group

Great Decisions North will meet Thursday, April 12, 10
am – 12 noon, at the Wilmington home of Joyce
Johnson. Read Topic 3 – Mexico: Transborder crime
and governance. Lunch at a nearby restaurant will
follow for those interested. Visitors are always
welcome. Call 655-3411 for information, directions.

WELCOME NEW and RETURNING MEMBERS

Susan Bryson - suebryson@comcast.net
Doris H. Crowley - crowley@udel.edu
Sandra & Vijay Reddy - middletownpools@aol.com

Reminder
The League of Women Voters of Delaware has a
new website! Click here to find us at
http://www.lwvdelaware.org/

The LWV of New Castle County remains at
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html We will have a new
website soon. Keep tuned.
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LWV of New Castle County invites you to its

TWELTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, April 16, 2012 from 11:30 – 1:00 pm (new time)
Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi & Mongolian Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $6.99... not including drinks.

This month’s HOT TOPIC: BROWNFIELDS – Speaker at 11:30, followed by lunch

WHY ON EARTH WOULD I EVER GO TO A LUNCHEON TO HEAR ABOUT

BROWNFIELDS???

It doesn’t affect me. I am not sure that I even know what a Brownfield is! The opposite of

Brownfields is Greenfields? I don’t know what a Greenfield is! Our speaker will be Pat Todd,

Chair, LWV of Delaware’s Natural Resources Committee.

Let me tell you about a conversation I had with a very close friend of mine within the last month.

Her son lives in New Jersey, has a new job in North Carolina, and must sell his house in order to

buy a house at his new location. He knew he had an underground heating oil tank on his property

along with a new heating oil tank in his basement. The New Jersey regulations say he cannot sell

the house until the underground oil tank is removed; the oil tank leaked in 16 places (oil tanks rust)

and the soil is contaminated; cost to clean up is $300,000. DELAWARE HAS REGULATIONS

SIMILAR TO THOSE OF NEW JERSEY. Thank goodness, the cost of cleanup is going to be

picked up by his insurance company. THE VERY SAME THING CAN HAPPEN TO YOU OR YOUR

LOVED ONES IN DELAWARE. Would you like to know MORE about Brownfields in Delaware?

Come to the luncheon.

The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to make new friends, check in with current and longtime friends,

invite potential new members to experience the League in an informal setting, and to become

informed on a wide variety of topics.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. We need an RSVP by Sunday, April 15, so we have an idea
how many to expect lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948, but if you can come at the last minute – then just come. If
you need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to
right side of the Walgreens Pharmacy. The new BJ’s Wholesale Club is to the left of Walgreens. Prices Corner is
west of the restaurant.
From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st light go
straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light onto the
Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ on your left. Turn left into the
shopping center and the restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the building.
Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow directions above to
find BJ’s on your left.



4

CELEBRATE SPRING WITH THE LEAGUE
At the Center for the Inland Bays

Indian River Marina, Sussex County
April 13-14-15

Join Us for a Weekend of Learning and Fun.

Learn about the League
Get to know members from around the state

Learn what’s ‘hot’ in the Legislature
Learn what’s happening in NCC, Kent & Sussex Leagues

Meet the “Dead Ladies”
Take a walking tour of Burton's Island

Learn "How to Boil a Frog"
Share your interests and issues

Encourage new and potential members to join us.

All meals provided except for dinner Saturday night. We've reserved a room at the "Cottage Cafe" -- good, reasonably
priced food. Separate checks.

All activities provided except for a walking tour of Burton's Island Saturday afternoon. There will be an extra charge
of $4.00 for this State Park Guided Tour. Alternatively, we're going to show the environmental movie "How to Boil a
Frog" for those not interested in the tour.

Detailed agenda will be provided for those who register. And please, register early to assure your reservation at the
cabins.
Send in the registration form below NOW! REGISTRATION DEADLINE is Friday, April 6, 2012
Please register early to assure cabin accommodations.

NAME (S)___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE___________________________ EMAIL ____________________________________________

I request ______registration(s) with sleeping accommodations in the cabins from Friday afternoon through Sunday at noon at $125
per person for the weekend. Total $___________

I request _____ "commuter" registration(s) (no sleeping accommodations) @ $55.00 per person for the weekend..
Total $___________

Please add an extra $4.00 for each person who wishes to take the Burton's Island Walking Tour.
Total $_____________

Checks should be sent to: LWVDE, 2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing, Room 1, Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 19806-1311.
Please call the League office at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com if you have any further questions.

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

NAME ON CREDIT CARD ___________________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD NUMBER ___________________________________________________________________

CREDIT CARD EXPIRATION DATE __________________________________________________________
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Rashmi Rangan Speaks about Stepping Stones Credit Union, March 19, 2012

Rashmi Rangan, Executive Director of the Delaware Community Reinvestment Action Council,
spoke to a large gathering of Fun Lunch Leaguers about Stepping Stones, DCRAC’s brand new
credit union. This fledgling operation has been 7 years in the making. It was the only credit
union in the nation to be chartered in 2011. This non-profit, member-owned institution
currently offers share certificates, vacation club and holiday club. In the future Rashmi says
they hope to offer short-term loans, checking accounts, direct deposit, home banking and
even car loans.

Speaking of “hope”, Rashmi says that hope is the main product of Stepping Stones, which
serves largely low-income families. People who have been stung by payday loan sharks can
come to Stepping Stones to deposit as little as $5 to start an account. Rashmi told of coming
to America with Ravi and their four-year old daughter, and no money. Through careful
financial planning she and her family now live comfortably, with no financial worries.

Anyone who lives, works, prays or studies in the city of Wilmington is welcome to join. On
opening day local depositors were joined by Representative John Carney, an early supporter
and depositor, as well as Senators Chris Coons and Tom Carper and New Castle County
Executive Paul Clark. Stepping Stones partners with several local banks, including Artisans’,
Citibank, Discover Bank, TD Bank and WSFS Bank. The group’s facilities are located at
DCRAC headquarters, 601 N. Church St., Wilmington.
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CALENDAR

April 2012
 April 4: LWVDE Advocacy Corps, Dover Library, 9:30 am - noon. 571-8948 or lwvde@voicenet.com
 April 5: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 April 9: Monday Great Decisions, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, Newark Free Library, call Vicky Kleinman 731-4950
 April 11: Land Use/Transportation Committee, 1 - 3 pm, home of Margo Perkins. Call Jane (610-869-8848, or

email her at frank.dilley@mva.udel.edu) if you plan to attend.
 April 12: Thursday Great Decisions, 10 am - noon, Joyce Johnson’s home, 571-8948
 April 13-15: LWVDE Retreat, Center for the Inland Bays. See details and Registration Form in this Voter.
 April 16: Fun Lunch, New time: Speaker 11:30 am, lunch to 1 pm. International Grill. See details in this Voter.
 April 19: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 April 20: Energy/Climate Change/Natural Resources Committee, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, Pat Todd's home, 762-5995
 April 23: Public program, Child Sex Abuse Prevention. Presentation by Kellie Turner of Prevent Child Abuse

Delaware. Refreshments, 6:30 pm, Program 7 – 9 pm. Westminster Presbyterian Church, Wilmington. Sponsored
by the LWVNCC Urban Health and Social Justice Committee. See details in this Voter.

 April 30: Discussion of Privatization Consensus Questions, 10 am – 12, in the League Office. 571-8948

May 2012
 May 10: Thursday Great Decisions, 10 am – noon. Location in Wilmington area TBA. For information call
 Jackie Harris, 234-4439.
 May 14: Monday Great Decisions, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, Newark Free Library. Information, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950.
 May 15: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 May 17: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 May 21: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am – 1 pm, location and topic TBA

June 2012
●    June 8 - 12: LWVUS Convention, Washington, D.C., Washington Hilton
 June 18: LWVNCC Annual meeting: Potluck dinner, report on LWVUS Convention, consideration of budget and

program planning for 2012 - 2013 year.
 June 19: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 June 21: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948

BE PART OF THE LWVUS CONSENSUS ON PRIVATIZATION – See details inside this VOTER
There will be an opportunity to discuss the CONSENSUS questions Monday, April 30, 2012 from 10 am – 12 at the

League office. Deadline for mailed in questionnaire received in the office is Thursday, April 26.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org
www.de.lwv.org/ncc.html
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LWV of New Castle County invites you to its

THIRTEENTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, May 21, 2012 from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm (new time)
Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi & Mongolian Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

This month’s HOT TOPIC: WHAT BILLS AND ISSUES ARE HOT IN THE DELAWARE

LEGISLATURE? WHICH BILLS ARE THE LWVDE ADVOCACY CORPS SUPPORTING OR

OPPOSING? - Joann Hasse, one of our League lobbyists, will be our speaker at 11:30.

Lunch and an opportunity for discussion will follow.

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $6.99... not including drinks. Come to the luncheon.

The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to make new friends, check in with current and longtime friends,

invite potential new members to experience the League in an informal setting, and to become informed

on a wide variety of topics. For directions see the last page of this VOTER.

The League of Women Voters is definitely NOT a single issue organization! The Delaware League lobbyists--
all volunteers with no pay, not even mileage--do it because they are passionate about their areas of interest.
Joann notes that as a nurse in a long-time-ago life, mine happens to be health care policy but I also keep an
eye on governmental issues which are pretty active this year. Our lobbyists who follow housing,
transportation, land use, natural resources, energy, justice, etc., are very knowledgeable and devoted to
their causes. We have some very lively discussions at our monthly Advocacy Corps (formerly Action
Committee) meetings about whether our League positions will allow us to take action on specific bills under
consideration by the legislature (support, oppose or just ask questions and/or monitor).

People sometimes ask, "How can you say you are nonpartisan when you support or oppose bills? When did
you start doing that?" The answer is ALWAYS! The League was formed by activist women who wanted the
vote so they could have a say in their government. They decided they could be most effective by never
supporting or opposing a candidate or party but they ALWAYS intended to take positions on issues. LWVDE
lobbyists are carrying on a long tradition. We invite you to attend and hear about some of the issues before
the General Assembly as they go into the final weeks of the session.
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“I’m filled with ideals for a better future. That’s my struggle, and that’s going to
be my struggle until I die. But I have no regrets. The movement has become my
life; it gave me something to live for, made me proud of myself, and offered me a
greater sense of dignity. I may never enjoy the fruits of this labor, but our
children will. We’ve spent many hours campaigning for something that should be
here already —justice.” - Shujaa Graham

Shujaa Graham, Exonerated Death Row Inmate, to speak May 11 th,
7 pm, at Hockessin United Methodist Church, 7250 Lancaster Pike.

Shujaa Graham, who was exonerated from California's death row,

will give a public talk on Friday, May 11, 2012, at 7 pm at the Hockessin

United Methodist Church, 7250 Lancaster Pike, Hockessin, DE 19707.

Shujaa, who is Vice-President of the board of Witness to Innocence, spent

five years on death row before his exoneration in 1981. Learning to read

and write in prison, Shujaa has become one of the nation’s most eloquent

spokespersons against the death penalty and has traveled throughout the

United States and Europe educating the public and counseling youth.

Sponsors:

Witness to Innocence

General Board of Church and Society of the United
Methodist Church

The Advocacy Resource Team of the Peninsula -

Delaware Conference of the United Methodist
Church

Delaware Citizens Opposed to the Death Penalty, Campaign
to End the Death Penalty –DE Chapter Pacem in Terris

Delaware Repeal Project

ACLU of Delaware

The League of Women Voters of Delaware is a
founding member of the Delaware Repeal Project.
The purpose of this project is to repeal the Death
Penalty in Delaware.

DE Repeal is helping to bring Witness to Innocence
speakers to Delaware in May. Witness to Innocence is the
nation’s only organization composed of, by and for
exonerated death row survivors and their loved ones. On
May 4th at 7 pm, Epworth Rehoboth Beach United
Methodist Church is hosting Kirk Bloodsworth, the first
man to be exonerated by post-conviction DNA. On May
11th at 7 pm, exonerated death row inmate Shujaa
Graham will be giving a public talk at Hockessin
United Methodist Church. All are invited to attend.
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VOTER OUTREACH UPDATE

VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES

Thank you to Mary Anne Edwards and her crew for registering students at Ursuline Academy, Brandywine High
School and James Groves High School, Wilmington, and also to Judy Taggart for James Groves High School in Newark.

NEW CITIZEN PROJECT

About nine months of each year the League of Women Voters provides a welcoming letter, information about the
voting process, a listing of elected officials and a description of the mission of the Delaware Community
Reinvestment Action Council, the project funder. Connie Georgov is the
coordinator of this project and invites anyone interested in observing
this important ceremony to contact the office (302-571-8948), leaving
your name and telephone number. Ceremonies take place on the first
Thursday at the Federal Building, Wilmington. Ceremonies last about
one hour; volunteers should meet Connie there before 11 am.

We thank Connie (pictured far right in red jacket) for her dedicated
service to our community. We encourage you to attend and help her
distribute our welcoming folders. Thanks also to Bob Hasse for
collating about 70 folders each month.

CONVENER’S COMMENTS

Dear Member,

We’re at the end of a nice long run with our LWVNCC website. A warm and grateful thanks to Nancy
Breslin for her faithful and thoughtful attention to it for all this time. She’s been like Santa Claus in the

beloved Clement C. Moore poem: “[She] spoke not a word, but went straight to [her] work.” She did a super job of
synthesizing the important points of the current Voters and posting them as well as other news items, and a plethora
of appealing photos, many which she took herself.

Now on to our new website. You’ll find it at www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org. It seems like a long address
but the Leadership Team chose it because it’s a logical extension of our state website at www.lwvdelaware. The new
website is based on the League Easy Web template developed by the California League and now used nationwide by
229 Leagues in 38 states. It does not yet have nearly the warmth and appeal of our old website. It has the
advantage, however, of being a multi-page and orderly repository of all kinds of documents generated by our League.
The calendar page will keep us up-to-the-minute on happenings in our League. You’ll also find a publications page
which includes our They Represent You, as well as major content and links to current and old Voters. On our “What
We Do” page, located under “About LWV,” you’ll find an alphabetical listing of many of our major activities. Let us
know if there’s something there in which you would like to become more involved. Please visit and let us know how
you’d like to see our new website improved. I enjoyed the challenge of developing the organization and content of
our new website. Thanks to Sandy Spence, Roberta Ray and Letty Diswood for helping to get us off the ground with
the new site.

Don’t miss Joann Hasse’s May 21st Fun Lunch commentary of what’s going on in the State Legislature. Joann is a
beloved veteran League lobbyist on health issues, though she will cover all the topics in which the League has an
interest. Thanks to those who participated in the recent national privatization study. Reports of the study results will
be reported in upcoming Voters.

Peggy
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Report Back: FUN LUNCH TOPIC - WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT BROWNFIELDS?

The subject of the noontime luncheon series in April was Brownfields. Our speaker was
Pat Todd, a long-time member of the Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control’s (DNREC) Brownfields Committee. Committee meetings are
stakeholders’ gatherings of public officials, agency personnel, business trade’s people
and a few public members, held once every three months. What do we do? We help
DNREC write the regulations for brownfield legislation and other matters dealing with
brownfields.

Brownfields are real property that may be vacant, abandoned or underutilized as a
result of a reasonably-held belief that they may be environmentally contaminated.
Some examples: a housing development with underground heating oil tanks (East
Lake), a residential home with underground heating oil tank or outdoor above ground
heating oil tank, a gas station, property along the Wilmington riverfront, a salvage yard,
chemical industrial site, refinery, old landfill, a golf course, an orchard, farmland where

hazardous materials were dumped many years ago.

It is better to clean up these sites than develop pristine farmland and forests (greenfields) which are continually
being used up in Delaware. A 2009 study conducted by the University of Delaware’s Center for Applied Demography
and Survey Research examined 119 brownfields properties in the Brownfields program during a 10 year period
through 2008. The study found that remediation and redevelopment of the sites stimulated almost 700 jobs and
added $394M to the State’s gross domestic product. Disposable income in Delaware grew $105M from activities
associated with site cleanups. The majority of the sites were in NCC. Half of the brownfields are scheduled for
business use. Ten were being remediated for non-profit agencies such as homeless shelters and museums.

DNREC has developed a step-by-step program to help those who own property or want to buy property that may be
a brownfield. It covers the application, the investigation and remediation if this is needed. The applicant must use
certified professionals in that line of work.

The Committee has found that the majority of people in Delaware are unaware of the importance of the Brownfields
Program. There are many advantages in redeveloping potentially contaminated properties such as increased tax
revenue, use of existing infrastructure, removing eyesores that inhibit neighborhood or industrial park
redevelopment, creating jobs and economic development, reducing health and environmental risks, reducing sprawl
and promoting green space, and lowering purchase prices for residential, commercial and industrial property.

Pat Todd

Thursday Great Decisions North Discussion Group

Great Decisions North will meet Thursday, May 10, 10 am – 12 noon, at the Wilmington home of Kit Kallal. Topic:

Cybersecurity: The New Frontier. Lunch at a nearby restaurant will follow for those interested. Visitors are always
welcome. Call 234-4439 for information, directions.

Monday Great Decisions South Discussion Group

Great Decisions South will meet Monday, May 14, 1:30-3:30 pm, at the Newark Free Library. Topic: Cybersecurity:
The New frontier. Lunch at noon at a nearby restaurant for those interested. Call Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950.
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Report Back: Child Sexual Abuse Prevention program held in April

LEARNING ABOUT THE SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN

The New Castle League of Women Voters, on April 23rd at the Westminster
Presbyterian Church, sponsored a presentation by Kellie Turner of Prevent Child Abuse
Delaware on the topic of the sexual abuse of children which Kellie has studied and
advocated against for the past 17 years.

The audience learned a great deal from the presentation and expressed its collective
opinion that the workshop which Kellie Turner and others present should be
disseminated as far and wide as possible.

Many definitions of sexual abuse exist, but the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), in an effort to standardize the definition, has defined it as any
complete or attempted sexual act, sexual contact with, or exploitation of a child by a
caregiver. Further nuances of the definition may be found at
http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/sexualviolence/definitions.html

The audience learned many facts about sexual child abuse:
● 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will experience sexual abuse before they are 18
● 93% of all child victims know their abusers
● 40% of sexual abuse is committed by juveniles
● Approximately 20% of the victims of sexual abuse are under the age of 8
● Healthcare costs of women who experienced sexual abuse as a child are 16% higher

A few of the several warning signs of possible sexual abuse that were discussed are:
● Changes in behavior such as eating habits, and communications with family
● Sudden mood swings
● New fears of certain people or places
● Refusal to talk about secrets shared with an adult or older child

We also learned that each single individual could do one thing to prevent a sexual abuse event from occurring: don’t
let any young child do private one-on-one activities without checking on the encounter.

We briefly visited the law about reporting sexual abuse in Delaware which states that “All citizens are responsible for
reporting any knowledge of child abuse or neglect in Delaware. Title 16, Sec. 903 is clear”. Information about
reporting child abuse in Delaware is available at http://kids.delaware.gov/fs/fs_iseethesigns.shtml

For those who wish to bring together a small or large group to participate in the workshop “Stewards of Children—
From Darkness into Light” or simply to obtain more information about the program, Kellie Turner may be contacted
at 302-425-7490. The website for Prevent Child Abuse Delaware is http://pcadelaware.org/

Jackie Christman
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News Flash! Check out the NEW website of LWV of New Castle County at
www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org

Reminder! The League of Women Voters of Delaware has a new website! Click here to find us at
http://www.lwvdelaware.org

MAY FUN LUNCH, continued from p. 1

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. Please RSVP at lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948 by
Sunday, May 20, so we have an idea of how many to expect, but if you can come at the last minute – then just come.
If you need a ride leave a message at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to
right side of the Walgreens Pharmacy. The new BJ’s Wholesale Club is to the left of Walgreens. Prices Corner is west
of the restaurant.
From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1st light go
straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light onto
the Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ’s on your left. Turn left into the
shopping center and the restaurant is on the immediate right in the corner of the building.
On Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow directions
above to find BJ’s on your left.

CALENDAR
May 2012
 May 10: Thursday Great Decisions, 10 am – noon. Location in Wilmington area at Kit Kallal’s home; call
 Jackie Harris for information and directions, 234-4439
 May 14: Monday Great Decisions, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, Newark Free Library. Information, Vicky Kleinman, 731-4950
 May 15: LWVNCC Leadership Team, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, 571-8948
 May 17: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948
 May 18: Energy/Climate Change/Natural Resources Committee meeting,1:30-3:30 pm at Pat Todd’s home; for

directions call 762-5995
 May 21: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am – 1 pm; Speaker at 11:30 am, lunch and discussion to 1 pm. International Grill.

See details in this Voter, p.1
 May 23: Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting, 1 - 3 pm at home of Margo Perkins; e-mail Jane Dilley

(jadilley@udel.edu) for directions

June 2012
●    June 8 - 12: LWVUS Convention, Washington, D.C., Washington Hilton
 June 18: LWVNCC Annual meeting, 6 pm, Immanuel Church, Highlands. Potluck dinner, report on LWVUS

Convention, consideration of budget and program planning for 2012 - 2013 year.
 June 21: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 - 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org
http://www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org
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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA

! Minutes
! Appointment of Parliamentarian.
! Appointment of two members to approve the
2012 minutes

! Year End Treasurer’s Report; Finance Committee
! New Business.
! Adjustments to Budget (if any)
! Vote for new Leadership Team members,
Nominating Committee; presentation of slate
and nominations from floor.
! Convener’s Report; recognition of Leadership
Team members
! Directions to the new Leadership Team
! Other new business

! Adjournment of Business Meeting.
! Report from Leaguers who attended the National
Convention

! Planning our focus, topics, activities for 2012‐12.

LWVUS priorities:!Money & Politics! Health Care
Defense! Environmental Issue! Voter Rights

LWVDE priorities: campaign finance and lobby

reform, property tax reassessment, sea level rise,

direct growth to growth zones …….

LWVNCC priorities: Recent positions on energy

and land use……..

Help us develop the focus and activities of your

local league.

You are cordially invited to the
LWV of New Castle County

ANNUAL MEETING

Monday, June 18, 2012

Social 5:30 ‐ 6:00 pm

Pot Luck Dinner 6:00 – 6:45 pm

Business Meeting 6:45 – 7:30 pm

Focus on Planning 7:30 – 8:30 pm

Focus on Planning for the coming fiscal
year July 2012– June 2013:

Contribute your ideas to our discussion of:
" Essential focus areas for the year
" Program Calendar
" Action topics and next steps

Fellowship Hall
Immanuel Church, Highlands
(Where League office is located)

2400 W 17th Street, Wilmington, 19806

Bring any dish with you!

Please RSVP to office 302‐571‐8948 or
lwvde@voicenet.com so we can plan.
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NOMINATIONS

Leadership Team:

Peggy Schultz (2012‐2014) Leadership Team
Convener, Co‐chair Land Use/ Transportation

(2012‐2014) Treasurer

Jacqueline J. Christman (2012‐2013) Liaison to
Treasurer

Letty Diswood (2012‐2014) Associate Convener,
Voter Editor, Membership Co‐chair,

Joyce P. Johnson (2012‐2013) CCC Award Committee,
Co‐chair of Great Decisions, Thursday Group

Moonyeen Klopfenstein (2012‐2014) Membership
Co‐chair

Continuing on Leadership Team:

Roberta Ray (2011‐2013) Secretary
Susan Radecki (2011‐2013) Urban Health and Justice
System

Vacancies: Treasurer and Nominating Committee

Resignations:
Laura Swiski (2011‐2013)
Melba O. Lucas (2011‐2013)

Serving off Leadership Team:

Patti Christopher: Voter Registration Coordinator

Jane Dilley: Co‐chair Land Use/Transportation

Valerie Driscoll, Interim Treasurer (Serving until a
new treasurer is found)

Jackie Harris: Co‐chair Great Decisions, Thursday
Group

Joann Hasse: Health Care

Vicky Kleinman: Great Decisions, Monday Group

Pat Todd: Energy/Climate change/ Natural
Resources

LWV of New Castle County
FOURTEENTH FUN LUNCH will
be held in July. No Fun Lunch in

June! Come instead to the
Annual Meeting June 18.

VOTER OUTREACH UPDATE

VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES

We are in full swing to register voters at venues all
around the county. For election 2012 we have already
registered 419 people. Thanks to all who have helped
out: Mary Anne Edwards, Judy Taggart, Janet
Golinkoff, Patti Christopher, Helen Hoffman, Letty
Diswood.

In the last months voter registrations have taken place
in the following locations: Ursuline Academy,
Brandywine High School, James Groves High School in
Wilmington, James Grove High School in Newark,
Wilmington Senior Health Fair, Padua Academy,
William Penn High School, St. Elizabeth High School,
Tower Hill High School.

Plans are being made to register students at the
technical colleges, Goldey Beacom College, Newark
Senior Center, Newark Community Day and others.

NEW CITIZEN PROJECT

We thank Connie Georgov, Coordinator,
for dedicated service to our community.
We encourage you to attend and help her
distribute our welcoming folders.

Thanks also to Bob Hasse, Katherine
Flaherty and Lois Myoda for collating about
800 folders during the last year and the
following helpers who distributed them: June
MacArtor, Carole Walsh, Roberta Ray, Patti
Christopher, Jeanne Dunn, and Judy Taggart.

We thank Delaware Community Reinvestment Action
Council and the DE LWV Education Fund for funding
for this project.
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CONVENER’S COMMENTS

Dear New Castle County Leaguers:

We’ve had a splendid past year of League
activity! Especially well‐attended

meetings were presented by the Energy/Climate
Change (chaired by Pat Todd) and Land
Use/Transportation Committees (co‐chaired by Jane
Dilley and Peggy Schultz)‐‐on “fracking” and the
community of Whitehall, respectively. Less well‐
attended but well‐done presentations were given on
theWilmington needle exchange program and on
child sexual abuse prevention, both organized by the
Urban Health and Justice System Committee, chaired
by Sue Radecki.

Both Great Decisions groups, chaired by Jackie Harris
on second Thursdays and Vicky Kleinman on second
Mondays, meet with large numbers of enthusiastic
participants. Voter registration, chaired by Patti
Christopher, is going along at a fantastic clip. Fun
Lunches and their topical speakers, co‐chaired by
Kloppy Klopfenstein and Letty Diswood, draw about
15 eaters/listeners each month.

Our new website has been launched, thanks to the
organizational efforts of Roberta Ray (Peggy Schultz,
editor) and Letty Diswood, and expertise from afar in
the form of Sandy Spence, of Sussex County.

The Carrie Chapman Catt event planning is well
underway‐‐with honorees already chosen‐‐and will
take place on September 6th. Thanks to Diane
Maxwell and Donna Hoffman we will soon gear up to
help us take part in the LWVDE statewide vote411.org
online voter information service. The Leadership
Team concept has made a reasonable start. We are
delighted to announce a brand new Leadership Team
member, Joyce Johnson.

As we move forward into a new year we hope you
don’t assume that everything is covered and that your
help is not desperately needed. For openers, last
year’s Nominating Committee was not able to locate
anyone from the membership willing to take on the
task of serving on this year’s Nominating Committee.
In order to express a modicum of democracy, we are
in need of this committee. The alternative to having a
Nominating Committee is a self‐perpetuating board,
or Leadership Team.

Additionally, the Treasurer’s duties are being
temporarily assumed by a generous League member
in Sussex County. Neither of these situations is good.

All our committees need additional members in order
to fulfill their promise. When you renew your
membership this year, PLEASE fill out the form in
detail, keeping in mind a) that your help is needed
now more than ever and b) that we do not keep old
forms on hand and noting that your preferences are
the same as last year’s is not helpful in terms of our
record‐keeping. Some of you may really and truly
need to remain inactive, and that’s fine. We need
your support too! But if you are able, we’d sure love
to have your help.

See you at the Annual Meeting!

Peggy

Save the date and plan to attend!

THE LEAGUE OFWOMEN VOTERS

OF NEW CASTLE COUNTY

PRESENTATION OF THE

EIGHTH CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
AWARDS

Thursday, September 6th, 2012
5:30 pm Social
6:30 Dinner

Awards Presentation

Ed Oliver Golf Club, Wilmington,

Honorees for the award are:
Michael Kalmbach, June MacArtor and

Rashmi Rangan
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Thursday Great Decisions North Discussion Group

GREAT DECISIONS Thursday Group

Another successful year for the Thursday Great
Decisions group! Interesting topics ranging from the
upheaval in the Middle East to Cybersecurity made for
lively and interesting discussions. The DVD (interviews
with experts in the various fields) adds a great deal
and they have dropped the use of Focus Groups
which, in our opinion, added little. Ralph Begleiter,
University of Delaware professor, has played a
prominent role in this project and does an excellent
job interviewing the guest speakers. Maybe the two
Great Decisions groups should try to turn the tables
and ask him for an interview!

Great Decisions will meet June 14, 10 am, at Lois
Myoda's home ‐ (762‐4938). Read: Unit 5 ‐ Exit from
Afghanistan & Iraq: right time, right pace?

Joyce Johnson, Co‐discussion Leader

Monday Great Decisions South Discussion Group

GREAT DECISIONS Monday Group

The Monday Great Decisions group will have its last
meeting before the summer on June 11. As usual,
we'll be getting together at 1:30 pm at the Newark
Free Library, 750 Library Ave., Newark. For those who
wish it, at noon before the discussion there's lunch at
the Bamboo House Restaurant in the College Square
Shopping Center across the street from the library.
[Please let me know if you'll join us for lunch so we
can book an appropriate table.] The topic this month
will be "Exit from Afghanistan and Iraq".

Our last three meetings of the year will be on Sept. 10
[State of the Oceans], Oct. 15 [Indonesia], and Nov. 12
[Energy Geopolitics]. As you can see the topics
[chosen with background articles by the Foreign
Affairs Association] are provocative and fascinating.
Our discussions have been likewise. As with all League
events, our meetings are open and we welcome all
comers, even those who might wish only a taste.
Call Vicky Kleinman, 731‐4950, for information

Vicky Kleinman, Discussion Leader

IN MEMORIAM

Ella G. Butler died May 15, 2012. She was born June 4,
1913 in Lawrenceville, VA to Lucy and Paul Goodrich,
Sr. Ella graduated from St. Paul School and entered
their college for her teaching certificate.

She was the first chartered Black member of the
League of Women Voters, and kept her membership
to the LWV current for more than fifty years. She was
a board member of Family Service, PTA President for
twelve years at Howard High School, a lifetime
member of the NAACP, Director of the Senior Center
at People’s Settlement for 24 years and a board
member of Christiana Community Center. She was
predeceased by her husband, Roland M. Butler Jr. and
son, Roland M. Butler 111.

The service was held on Monday May 21, Tabernacle
Full Gospel Baptist Cathedral, in Wilmington.

Harriet Wolfson . Harriet was a 50‐year member of
the LWV of New Castle County. A memorial service
was held May 25, 2012 in the Garden of the
Righteous at the Jewish Community Center, 101
Garden of Eden Road, Wilmington, DE 19803. Harriet
had recently moved out of state.

RESIDENT COUNCIL ELECTIONS

It has been a quiet year for the League’s participation
in resident council elections. We ran elections at
Compton, Crestview, Luther Towers II and Marydale
Apartment Complexes. We also were contacted by
the Pittsburgh League for advice about how we run
elections. My thanks go to Joyce Johnson, Lois
Myoda, and Carol Walsh for helping me with the
elections. There will be plenty more elections this
year, so if you would like to help, call Pat Todd at 762‐
5995.

Pat Todd, Coordinator

Reminder! The League of Women Voters of
Delaware has a new website! Click here to
find us: http://www.lwvdelaware.org
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ENERGY/CLIMATE CHANGE/NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

This active Committee had eight meetings during the fiscal year. Members of the Committee are
Chad Tolman, Peggy Schultz, Lorraine Fleming, Coralie Pryde, Jim Black, John Sykes, June MacArtor
and Pat Todd. Some of the areas we were involved in were:

! We worked with PA, NY and NJ leagues in asking the Delaware River Basin Commission to

put off hydrofracking regulations until more information is known from current studies. We

also thanked Governor Markell for leading the way and stopping the vote on the regulations.

! Chad and Peggy kept us updated on the new Sea Level Rise Adaptation Report and most of us attended

public hearings on the report.

! Pat attends the Environmental Working Group Coalition (EWG) for the league and brought back a list of

priorities for our discussion from a meeting with Secretary O’Mara. The EWG chose as its priority for the

year, sea level rise.

! Lorraine has kept the committee up to date with new information about the transmission grid, both onshore

and offshore.

! Pat, Lorraine, Chad, Peggy and Jim attended DNREC’s budget hearings.

! Chad formed a coalition of environmental groups which visited the Governor asking him to set goals for

climate change reductions.

! Pat spoke at two league Fun Lunches, one on universal curbside recycling and the other on brownfields.

! Our Committee and Nurses Healing Our Planet presented a public forum on hydrofracking.

! Several members of our Committee lead discussions at the annual Environmental Summit: Chad, Peggy,

Lorraine, Jim and Coralie.

! The Committee discusses environmental legislation and decides whether to support, monitor or oppose bills.

Members spoke at several hearings.

! The Committee commented to DNREC on our support of the new Sediment and Stormwater regulations.

! The Committee has worked with Chad and Peggy on critiquing a Minority Report to the Sea Level Rise

Vulnerability Assessment Report. We all felt that the main report was not strong enough in warning the state

of possible ramifications that could occur from sea level rise.

We welcome new members to our Committee. There are areas that we feel could be better covered if we had more
members, especially in the air pollution and water sectors.

Pat Todd, Chair
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MEMBERSHIP HAPPENINGS

Good news. Our membership numbers have been steady. Despite members moving out of state, dropping out or
passing on, we are holding steady. However, we need to grow and bring in more members. Numbers count when we
lobby our legislature and there is always a need for volunteers to help out with varied activities, serving on our
committees, on the Leadership Team or making those action calls to our legislators. Why not consider giving a gift
membership to a friend, associate, or a newly retired person? Call 302‐571‐8948 for details.

Thanks to Connie Beattie, Membership Committee member who sends out prospective member packets, a job she
has done for a number of years.

The Membership Committee organized thirteen FUN LUNCHES combined with a HOT TOPIC for discussion during the
last year. These take place in an informal setting at a local restaurant on the third Monday of the month. We are
planning to have these lunches through the summer. There will be no Fun Lunch in June since our Annual Meeting is
scheduled for that night.

We are always looking for topics that you might be interested in so let us know.

Topics included in the past year:

!" #$%&'(")*"+(,-.+&'-)*"'/("012"-.".3$$)4'-*,5")$$).-*,")4"63.'"7)*-')4-*,"-*"'/("8(+&9&4("+(,-.+&'34(:""

!" ;/("+&.'"%&<.")="'/("+(,-.+&'34("-*"8(+&9&4(:""1/&'"-."/&$$(*-*,"&*%"9/&'"-."*)'>"""

!" ?-.$/(*)+"@"/-'"'/("7(%-&"-*"ABBCD"ABBE"9/(*"-'"9&."4(+(&.(%"'/&'"'/("&F(4&,("+(F(+")="?G@"-*"7).'"$()$+("-."

above that which could cause harm in laboratory animals.

!" G4)6(H'(%";4&*.$)4'&'-)*"I7$&H'"4(+&'(%"')"J(&D+(F(+"K-.("-*"L(9"M&.'+("M)3*'<5"8(+&9&4(5"&*%"M(H-+"M)3*'<5"

Maryland.

!" What ingredients are used in our cosmetics in the US, which ones are banned in other countries, and why?

!" #$%&'("&N)3'"4(,-.'4&'-)*"&*%"F)'-*,"(*/&*H(7(*'."'/&'"'/("8($&4'7(*'")="O+(H'-)*.")="LMM"&*%"'/(".'&'("/&F("

implemented in the last years.

!" #$%&'("&N)3'"'/(".'&'(9-%("H34N.-%("4(H<H+-*,"$4),4&7"-*"8(+&9&4(:"""

!" I*"8(H(7N(45"9("'))P"'-7("')".+)9"%)9*"&*%"(*6)<"'/(".(&.)*:""

!" L(9"M&.'+("M)3*'<"M)7$4(/(*.-F("G+&*"#$%&'("%-.H3..(%"N<"8&F("M3+F(45"Q(*(4&+"R&*&,(4")="'/("LMM"0&*%"#.("

Department.

!" S)9";)T""M+(&*-*,"J&=(+<"')"K(%3H("S)7("S&U&4%."&*%"S(&+'/<"&*%"#.-*,"J&=("M+(&*-*,"J)+3'-)*.:"

!" VBA"<(&4."&='(4"'/("=-4.'"H4(%-'"3*-)*"9&."H/&4'(4(%"-*"@7(4-H&5"CW"<(&4."&='(4"'/("=-4.'"H4(%-'"3*-)*"9&."H/&4'(4(%""

in Delaware, and 38 years since the last charter was obtained in Delaware, The National Credit Union

administration issued the only charter nationwide in 2011 to the Stepping Stones Community Federal Credit

Union in Wilmington on September 30, 2011.

!" ?4)9*=-(+%."X"1/<")*"(&4'/"9)3+%"I"(F(4",)"')"&"+3*H/()*"')"/(&4"&N)3'"N4)9*=-(+%.YYY"

Moonyeen Klopfenstein (Kloppy) and Letty Diswood, Co‐membership Chairs
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LAND USE/TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Committee members include Bob Bennett, Pat Brill, Betty Hutchinson, June MacArtor, Margo Perkins and co‐chairs
Jane Dilley and Peggy Schultz. Over the past year the committee met approximately once a month.

Opening our year was a successful public meeting on plans for the mega‐community (8 smaller communities) of
Whitehall in southern New Castle County. This project of 3,310 residential units and 614,900 feet of commercial
space built on 903 acres will be the first use of the county’s new hamlets and villages ordinance. About 65 people
attended the meeting, including the area’s state senator and the two county councilmen for that district.

Another public meeting initiated by this committee was a winter fun lunch talk on the new County Comprehensive
Plan Update, 2012. Dave Culver, General Manager for New Castle County’s Department of Land Use, was the
speaker. Bill Swiatek, a planner with our county’s metropolitan planning organization (WILMAPCO), talked to a fun
lunch group on transportation implications of sea level rise within the WILMAPCO area.

At the request of the committee, locations and level categories of proposed major subdivisions are now indicated
both verbally and by pointing to the place on a map of the State Strategies for Policies and Spending at County Land
Use Committee meetings, and occasionally at Council meetings. The committee felt that it was important to draw
the public’s attention to the importance of directing growth toward areas planned for growth, thus keeping growth
away from farmland and open space. Although New Castle County fares better than the other two counties, we still
build in growth areas only 87% of the time.

A statement in support of the County’s Comprehensive Plan Update, 2012, included a recommendation to include
accommodations for public transit whenever workforce housing is approved. Other public statements have included
support of a moderate redevelopment ordinance change in the county and opposition to a bill in the State legislature
which would have required disclosure to home buyers of the presence of workforce housing.

The committee has also been a presence at County Council and Land Use Committee meetings. We would be
overjoyed to have more committee members so that we could also monitor County Planning Board meetings and
City of Wilmington and City of Newark Council meetings. Plans for next year include exploring the financial situation
of the Delaware Department of Transportation, as well as of the Delaware Transit Corporation. Join us in this exciting
work!!

Peggy Schultz, Committee Co‐Chair

News Flash! Check out the NEW website of LWV of New Castle County at

www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org

Thanks go to Peggy Schultz, Sandy Spence, Letty Diswood and Roberta Ray who worked to get it up and running.

Our undying gratitude to Nancy Breslin for her careful, attractive and faithful webmastership of our previous

website.

Note; The updated MEMBERHSIP ROSTER 2012-13 was sent to you by email and also
mailed to those who requested and paid for a paper copy by the end of May or early in
June. The membership renewal notices for FY 2012-2013 will be mailed before the end
of June to members whose membership is up for renewal beginning July 1, 2012. Please
watch for the notice in your mail and respond just as soon as possible. Thank You.
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CALENDAR

June 2012
! June 8 ‐ 12: LWVUS Convention, Washington, D.C., Washington Hilton. Three LWVNCC members attending.
! June 11: Great Decisions Monday group, 1:30 pm, Newark Free Library. Call Vicky Kleinman, 731‐4950, if attending and/or

joining group for lunch beforehand.
! June 14: Great Decisions Thursday group, 10 am, Lois Myoda’s home, 762‐4938.
! June 18: LWVNCC Annual meeting, 6 pm, Immanuel Church, Highlands. Potluck dinner, report on LWVUS Convention,

consideration of budget and program our focus for 2012 ‐ 2013 year.
• June 21: LWVDE Board, Roma Restaurant, Dover, 6 ‐ 8:30 pm. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for information and

directions, 571‐8948
! July 19: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7 ‐ 9 pm, 571‐8948

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org
http://www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org

THANK YOU TO LEAGUE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS FOR THEIR FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS to the LWV of New Castle County and the LWVDE
Education Fund (NCC account) during the FY July 2011- June 2012.

Judy Mellen, Janet & Brian Kramer, Catherine Wojewodzki, Betty L. Setterquist,
Pat Todd, Liz Ryan, Patricia J. Brill, Susan Brynteson, Barbara D. Crowell,
Katherine Flaherty, Vicky Kleinman, Fiona P. Murray, Florence Waibel, Miriam S.
Willis, HarrieT. Ainbinder, Mary Ann Champion, Alfreda & Bruce Clinton, Letty &
Larry Diswood, Dr. Katherine L. Esterly, Lorraine M. Fleming, Jane H. & Robert W.
Frelick, Jackie S. & Jack F. Harris, Joann Hasse, Elizabeth Higginbotham, Mary L.
Hudson, Betty L. Hutchinson, Joy W. Jones, Joyce P. Johnson, Catherine (Kit)
Kallal, June Kleban, Mitzi Kiser Law, Sheila Mensch, Marjorie Meyermann, Lois
Myoda, Lisa Pertzoff & Robert Walton, Peggy & Jerold Schultz, Sue & Mike
Soltys, Catherine Spence, Martha F. Steel, Sarah Straughn (Sally), Geraldine &
Arthur Trabant

We thank all our volunteers, the Leadership Team, and committee members
for contributing their time and talents. We appreciate those who
participated by attending meetings, making calls or sending emails to
legislators and renewing their membership to the LWV. The League cannot
exist without your help and participation.
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The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities

The League of Women Voters
of New Castle County

cordially invites you to attend
the presentation of the

Eighth
Carrie Chapman Catt Award

to

Michael Kalmbach
June MacArtor

Rashmi Rangan

Thursday, September 6, 2012

5:45 pm Social Hour (Cash Bar)

6:30 pm Dinner
7:45 pm Presentations

RSVP by August 24, 2012
(see page 4)

Rides are available. Just call 302-571-8948 or email at lwvde@voicenet.com

Limited scholarships are available.

1
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CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT was one of the key coordinators of the women’s suffrage movement and a skillful political
strategist. She reorganized the National American Woman Suffrage Association and played a leading role in its
successful campaign to win voting rights for women. Upon ratification of the 19th amendment in 1920 she founded
the League of Women Voters, saying, “Winning the vote is only an opening wedge, but to learn to use it is a bigger
task.” This was, in her words, “a tool to build a better nation...to provide for the common welfare...to help humanity
upward.” She served the League as honorary President until her death in 1947.

RASHMI RANGAN, ESQ. In 1994 Rashmi joined Delaware Community
Reinvestment Action Council, Inc., as its Executive Director. She has
testified on behalf of the Delaware’s lower income and minority
communities before federal and state banking regulators. Her knowledge
of the grass roots community’s many consumer credit needs, coupled with
her collaboration with non-profit service providers who can meet the
consumers’ needs, puts her on the cutting-edge of knowing what works
and what does not. In 2011, under her leadership, Stepping Stones
Community Federal Credit Union in Wilmington was granted the only
charter in the nation by the National Credit Union Administration. Her
appreciation of the regulated banking system, how it works, and the
barriers it presents to the community, make her an invaluable resource. In
2007-2009 Rashmi served the League as its State President.

JUNE D. MACARTOR, ESQ. June served as President of both the
Wilmington and the Delaware Leagues following graduation from the
University of Tennessee. Then she moved to California with her husband.
She learned that a desirable pollution control job at the University of
Southern California was closed to women, so she decided to enroll in law
school. Beginning her law studies in California and completing them at
Villanova, she was among the first twenty-five women admitted to the
Delaware Bar. She joined the Attorney General’s Office, where her job was
to draft laws and build court cases to establish Delaware’s code of
environmental law. In 1990 June retired as Deputy Director of the Delaware
Division of Air and Waste Management in the Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control. After retirement she served on the
board of Delaware Nature Society, and has taught law at both UD and at
Widener. In June of this year she retired from serving as a citizen volunteer
on the New Castle County Planning Board.

MICHAEL KALMBACH Following graduation from the University of
Delaware with a Master of Fine Arts degree, Michael founded the artists’
collective, New Wilmington Art Association (NWAA). An accomplished
artist in his own right, he has exhibited his work at galleries throughout
the East. NWAA supports the practices of emerging artists and curators
with its monthly exhibitions staged in vacant properties throughout
downtown Wilmington. Michael joined the board of the Shipley Village
Community Development Corporation (SVCDC) in 2009. In 2010 the
SVCDC celebrated the opening of Delaware’s first low-income artist live/
work space, Shipley Lofts. In 2011 Michael accepted a contract with the
State of Delaware’s Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health to
develop and direct The Creative Vision Factory, a communal art studio
that provides individuals with behavioral health disorders an opportunity
for self-expression, empowerment and recovery through the arts.
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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active
participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy. The various positions
on which the League acts are established through member study and consensus. The League is
organized in more than a thousand communities throughout the country.

www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT AWARDS BANQUET
September 6, 2012

RESERVATION FORM

NAME(S) _________________________________________________________________

Telephone_______________________ Email ____________________________________

I (We) will attend on September 6, 2012, and enclose per person:

Platinum: $200 or more____ Gold: $100____ Silver: $75____ Bronze: $50 _____

Make check out to LWVNCC, or use credit card: VISA _____ MC _____ DISC _____

Card Number: ____________________________ Exp. Date: Month _____ Year _____

Signature ____________________________________________________________

Dinner Selection: Chicken Saltimbocca (with Prosciutto) _____ Grilled Salmon ____

Stuffed Portobello Mushroom (vegetarian) _____

Sorry, I am unable to attend but would like to make a contribution to the League:

Platinum: $200 or more____ Gold: $100____ Silver: $75____ Bronze: $50 _____

RSVP by August 24, 2012

Mail Reservation Form to: League of Women Voters of NCC, 2400 W. 17th St., Clash Wing,
Room 1 Lower Level, Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
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LWV of New Castle County invites you to its
FIFTEENTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, August 20, 2012 from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi & Mongolian Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)
2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

This month’‛s HOT TOPIC: WHAT BILLS AND ISSUES WERE HOT IN THE DELAWARE
LEGISLATURE? WHICH BILLS DID THE LWVDE ADVOCACY CORPS SUPPORT OR
OPPOSE? - Joann Hasse, one of our League lobbyists, will be our speaker at 11:30. Lunch
and an opportunity for discussion will follow.

The League of Women Voters is definitely NOT a single issue organization! The Delaware League lobbyists-‐-‐all
volunteers with no pay, not even mileage-‐-‐do it because they are passionate about their areas of interest.
Joann notes that as a nurse in a long-‐time-‐ago life, her area of interest happens to be health care policy but she
also keeps an eye on governmental issues which have been pretty active this year. Our lobbyists who follow
housing, transportation, land use, natural resources, energy, justice, etc., are very knowledgeable and devoted
to their causes. We have some very lively discussions at our monthly Advocacy Corps (formerly Action
Committee) meetings about whether our League positions will allow us to take action on specific bills under
consideration by the legislature (support, oppose or just ask questions and/or monitor).

People sometimes ask, "How can you say the League is nonpartisan when you support or oppose bills? When
did you start doing that?" The answer is we have ALWAYS done so! The League was formed by activist women
who wanted the vote so they could have a say in their government. They decided they could be most effective
by never supporting or opposing a candidate or party but they ALWAYS intended to take positions on issues.
LWVDE lobbyists are carrying on a long tradition. We invite you to attend and hear about some of the issues
that were before the General Assembly. The session may be over but the issues in which League members are
interested never go away!!

Great prices and lots of food choices;; only $7.99... not including drinks. Come to the luncheon.
The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to make new friends, check in with current and longtime friends,
invite potential new members to experience the League in an informal setting, and to become informed
on a wide variety of topics.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. Please RSVP at lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-‐571-‐8948 by
Sunday, August 19, so we have an idea of how many to expect, but if you can come at the last minute – then just
come. If you need a ride leave a message at 302-‐571-‐8948 or e-‐mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

Check out the NEW website of LWV of New Castle County at

www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org
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Convener’s Comments....

Dear Leaguer:

Your League continues to inform
voters in this election year in
several important ways.

Helen Hoffmann and her team
have taken care of what seems
like thousands of details to get
vote411.org online. You will read more about
that on page 6 of this Voter.
Several of our members took advantage of a
voter registration training on August 13th and
are ready for action. League members have
already registered over 400 voters this year!
Voter registration experts in our League will
soon begin a methodical attempt to register
voters in the high rises in Wilmington. Judy
Taggart and Janet Golinkoff will head this effort,
under the direction of Patti Christopher.
The League is co-sponsoring a Wilmington
mayoral candidates’ forum on environmental
issues, on August 21st. (See page 6 of this
Voter for more information on the forum.)

You won’t want to miss our Carrie Chapman Catt
Award Banquet on September 6th! This event is
a vital part of our effort to both award amazing

people who have served their community in
lasting and unselfish ways, and to raise money for
our League’s activities. As you get ready to write
your check for the event please keep in mind that
our office manager needs a high speed computer
line, that we desperately need board insurance in
order to not encumber the real estate of
Leadership Team members, that we need our
own projector, that we need additional funds to
pay for rent for suitable presentation venues and
finally, that we need to build up a reserve fund.

The Leadership Team has agreed to cut back on
its standard method of operation by not
necessarily presenting a program each month.
Our ranks are so slim that this plan seems
necessary. If you don’t agree, we hope that you
will contact us and volunteer your services. They
will be happily accepted! Committees on Urban
Health and Justice, Fund-raising, Energy and
Natural Resources (including Climate Change),
the New Citizens Project, Health, Land Use and
Transportation, Voter Services or just general
event planning all need your participation and
commitment. You can phone or email me
(schultz_peggy@yahoo.com, 235-7182) or Letty
(letty.diswood@verizon.net, 478-8224) to tell us

how you would like to serve.

VOTER SERVICE ROUNDUP

Registration drives are in high gear. The LWV will have
tables at the following events and if you are interested
to volunteering your services call Patti Christopher at
302-‐764-‐0309 H, or wjcjr4@verizon.net:
• Community Day at St Paul UAME Church,

Saturday, Aug. 25, 11-‐ 1 PM
• Bliss Elements Salon & Spa, Sept. 1, 2-‐8 pm
• Newark Community Day, Sept. 16, 11am–4 pm
• Goldey Beacom College, Sept. 17, 5-‐8 pm
• Shipley Manor Community Day, Sept. 25, 4-‐7 pm
• Community Service Bldg Garage, Sept. 25 plans

are for most of the day, actual hours not
determined yet.

We have held registration drives at: James Grove High
School and Wilmington location, Brandywine High
School, Ursuline Academy, Padua Academy, William

Penn High School, St. Elizabeth High School, Tower
Hill, Wilmington Senior Health Fair, Newark Senior
Center, NCC Library North Wilmington, and Westside
Family Health Centers. Thanks to all who volunteered.

• Voter Registration training was held Monday, August
13 from 4-‐6 pm at the League office.

• A Wilmington mayoral race candidate forum
addressing environmental, transportation and public
health issues will be held August 21 (see next page for
announcement).

Stay tuned.

5



-

VOTE411.ORG REPORT

The Vote411.org Committee for New Castle County is
off and running. As you probably know, this
committee is responsible for posting online questions
and responses for all the candidates in the upcoming
primary and general elections. Watch for the email
announcing that the candidates’ views are online.
Committee members are Carole Walsh, Lois Myoda,
Diane Maxwell, Janet Golinkoff, and Helen Hoffmann.
The CommIttee has submitted Questions for
Candidates, names and email addresses for
Candidates, and descriptions of offices.

Carole, Lois, and Helen met with Letty Diswood for 3
hours on Monday, June 25 to formulate questions for
all New Castle County Candidates. Suggestions were
also submitted by Diane Maxwell, Janet Golinkoff,
Peggy Schultz, and Roberta Ray. After three days of
constant activity, on Wednesday, June 27, the final

revised questions were submitted by Carole Walsh,
Lois Myoda, Letty Diswood, Helen Hoffmann, Peggy
Schultz, and Chad Tolman to the LWVDE President.

Names and email addresses of all New Castle County
Candidates and all State House Representatives were
submitted on July 21 and July 26. Only three
Candidates do not use email, so for these three,
questions will be mailed to their home addresses.

Descriptions of all State and New Castle County
Offices were written by Diane Maxwell. These were
submitted to Janet Orlando for data entry by August 3.
Thanks to Letty Diswood for help in locating
information online.

Helen Hoffman, Chair

WILMINGTON’S MAYORAL CANDIDATE FORUM

The Delaware Nature Society, the Wilmington Jaycees, the Delaware Center for Horticulture, The
League of Women Voters of New Castle County and The Nature Conservancy are hosting a forum
for the Wilmington Mayoral candidates.

The forum will focus on three critical issues: environment, transportation, and public health. It will
take place at the DuPont Environmental Education Center (DEEC) Wilmington River Front in the
Russell W. Peterson Urban Wildlife Refuge in Wilmington on Tuesday, August 21, 2012 from
6:30-8:00 pm with a short reception following. This event is free and open to the public. All
six candidates have been invited to participate.

Citizens are encouraged to email brenna@delawarenaturesociety.org related to the three issues
before August 20th. If you have any questions or would like additional information please contact
the Delaware Nature Society's Environmental Advocate, Brenna Goggin at email above.
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THE TRAFFIC ISSUE AT BARLEY MILL PLAZA

There is a widespread misunderstanding about
traffic studies and the Barley Mill Plaza project.

Approval was sought for this project under the
County’s redevelopment code. Redevelopment is
a concept usually supported by the League
because it most often means that a property that
might otherwise just lie dormant or even
deteriorate when its owners find that it is no
longer feasible to continue as it was originally
intended, will be re-used. Because of the

utilization of laws favorable to redevelopment,
land in the countryside may be spared, and
sprawl may be at least partially limited. In order to
encourage the re-use of properties, New Castle
County Council passed laws favorable to this
activity. One of these “carrot”-type laws is a
provision that waives the developer’s obligation to
have a traffic impact study (TIS) done on the
project area. The reasoning is that the property

was already in use for something, and whatever
that use was, a certain amount of traffic was
generated, so why require a new study? The
dicey part here is that the new use may be far
more intense than the original use, so a traffic
study and the associated traffic changes may
actually be needed. Even though the County
waives the TIS requirement, DelDOT may decide
that a traffic operational analysis (TOA) is
important. That’s what happened in the case of
Barley Mill Plaza. In spite of the fact that DelDOT

may require a TOA, a development project
can’t be held up prior to the completion of
such a study. About six weeks ago the
Barley Mill Plaza owners had still not yet
submitted to DelDOT the results of the TOA
which DelDOT had requested.

If the Councilpersons had rejected the
project on the basis of a lack of a TIS or
TOA they would have opened themselves
up for a lawsuit, since County Code does
not require such a study for redevelopment
projects. If you’re one of the people who
think that the Barley Mill Plaza project
should never even have been started until
the traffic issues were sorted out, you might
want to contact your County Councilperson
and ask him/her to change the code which
allows the developer of a redevelopment
project to go ahead without a TIS.

Level of service (LOS) requirements are often
another source of contention when a project is
proposed. We’ll discuss them in the next Voter.

Peggy Schultz, Co-chair, Land
Use/Transportation Committee

WELCOME NEWMEMBERS & MEMBERS WHO HAVE RE-‐JOINED
Claudia W. Concors (cwconcors712@verizon.net), Mary E. Bostock (marybostock@comcast.net ), Olivia O. Thorne
(thovrgn@aol.com), Michael E. Kozikowski (mkozikowski@nccde.org), Dianne M. Kempski (dmkempski@aol.com)
Renee Beaman (beautifulgate1@aol.com), Carol Post (carolannpost@gmail.com)

Note;; The updated MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 2012-13 was sent to you by email and also mailed to those who
requested and paid for a paper copy. The membership renewal notices for FY 2012-2013 were mailed at the end
of June to members whose membership is up for renewal beginning July 1, 2012. Please remember to respond
just as soon as possible. Thank You.
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Honoring and Celebrating the Passage of the Voting Rights Act
Elisabeth MacNamara, LWVUS President, August 06, 2012

Forty-seven years ago, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the historic Voting Rights Act (VRA) into law. But, the law
is not just history; it remains critical to ensuring that every American can cast a ballot and have it counted. Even as we
celebrate the VRA, unnecessary and costly new state voting laws remind us that voter suppression and intimidation
tactics continue to plague our nation. Join the League of Women Voters in honoring and celebrating this historic
legislation – mark today’s anniversary by pledging to continue its vital work through fighting for voting rights for all.

The Voting Rights Act remains more important than ever. Join us in recognizing the importance of every
American’s vote by standing up for the right to vote.

Join us in defending the VRA and ensuring all Americans have the right to vote!

This could be the most important election ever. This election is about jobs, environment, health and education. Join
with your neighbors in voting on Election Day, and thank you for making democracy work.

CALENDAR
August 21: Candidate Forum, Wilmington Mayoral candidates, 6:30–8 pm, DuPont Environmental Education Center.
Details in this Voter.
August 28: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, 7-‐9 pm, LWVDE Office. Call 571-‐8948
September 4: Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting, 3-‐5 pm, home of Margo Perkins. Call Jane Dilley,
610-‐869-‐8848
September 6: Carrie Chapman Catt Awards Banquet, 5:45-‐8:30 pm, Ed Oliver Golf Club. Details in this Voter.
September 10: Great Decisions Monday Discussion Group, 1:30-‐3 pm, Newark Free Library. Call Vicky Kleinman,
731-‐4590
September 13: Great Decisions Thursday Discussion Group, 10 am-‐noon, Immanuel Church, Highlands,
2400 W. 17th St, Wilmington, in the parlor (use main entrance). Call Jackie Harris, 234-‐4439
September 28: Energy/Climate Change/Natural Resources Committee meeting, 1:30-‐3 pm, home of Pat Todd.
Call Pat, 762-‐5995.
December, first week: Reception for Elected Officials at Ed Oliver Golf Club, Co-‐sponsored with DelCOG and others.
Details in next VOTER – planned for first week in December.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
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THANK YOU TO LEAGUE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS FOR THEIR FINANCIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS to the LWV of New Castle County and the LWVDE
Education Fund (NCC account) since the last newsletter, June 2012.

Harriet Ainbinder, Susan Brynteson, Sheila E. Cassels, Mary Ann Champion, Yetta Chaiken, Alfreda &
Bruce Clinton , Paul J. Collins, Jane & Frank Dilley, Marion R. Godfrey, Nancy H.Gray, Joann Hasse, Jack
& Jackie Harris, Elizabeth Higginbotham, Betty L. Hutchinson, Joyce P. Johnson, Kit Kallal, Vicky
Kleinman, Moonyeen & Robert Klopfenstein, Brian & Janet Kramer, Sheila Mensch, Dorothy (Dot) L.
Munroe, Lois J. Myoda, Margo Perkins, Lisa Pertzoff, Robert Walton, Peggy & Jerold Schultz, Mike &
Sue Soltys, Judy Taggart, Pat Todd, Brenda D. Toomey, Ruth Siegel, and Sarah Straughn.
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VOTER
The League of Women Voters of New Castle County, Delaware

September 2012 Vol. 19, No. 2

The Mission of the League of Women Voters is to empower citizens to shape better communities.

Hold this date! Wednesday, December 5, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Reception for Elected Officials

Ed Oliver Golf Club, 800 N. DuPont Rd., Wilmington, DE
Watch for more details in next newsletter.

Highlights from the Eighth Carrie Chapman Catt Award

September 6, 2012 at the Ed Oliver Golf Club

Top Left: June MacArtor, Michael Kalmbach, and Rashmi Rangan,
recipients of the Carrie Chapman Catt Award, enjoying the moment.

Top Right: Frank MacArtor, husband of June MacArtor, with Victor
Singer, retired member of the NCC Planning board.

Bottom Right: Peggy Schultz, LWVNCC Convener, and Rashmi Rangan
with her granddaughter, Adriana Casini, admiring the award and a special
gift for Adriana.

The evening drew to a close with the presentation of the Carrie
Chapman Catt award to the three recipients. Their introducers made it
clear that the League had chosen exactly the right people. Elizabeth
Lockman vividly described the several times her activities had interfaced
with those of Michael Kalmbach, pointing to the selfless and imaginative

(Continued on page 2, CCCA)
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(Continued from page 1 , CCCA)

way in which Michael routinely brought warmth and creativity to many folks in Wilmington often overlooked by others. She
cited his work in arranging low-rent studios for artists in space that otherwise may have remained vacant, as well as planning and
implementing an artistic refuge for adults with behavioral health disorders. Lorraine Fleming warmly praised June MacArtor for
the groundbreaking work she did as one of the first female members of the Delaware Bar, using her legal expertise to draft
innovative environmental regulations and in writing regulations that would implement the Coastal Zone Act. Dom Pedante
eloquently spoke of Rashmi Rangan. He said, "If Carrie Chapman Catt were alive today, I believe she would agree with the
League of Women Voters of New Castle County that Rashmi has used consumer advocacy and consumer financial awareness as
tools to build a better Delaware, to provide for the common welfare, and to help humanity upward."

LWV of New Castle County invites you to its

SIXTEENTH FUN LUNCH

Monday, September 17, 2012, 11:30 – 1:00 PM

Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi & Mongolian Grill

(American, Chinese, Japanese & Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

This month’s HOT TOPIC:

WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO YOU?

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION AND SOCIAL TIME

The elections are in full force and the air waves are reverberating with candidates vying
for your attention and issue ads funded by unknown groups. It’s time to breathe, and
just talk with each other about anything that is on your mind.

Join us and relax.

Come to the luncheon. Great prices and lots of food choices; only $7.99... Not including

drinks. The purpose of this FUN LUNCH is to make new friends, check in with current and longtime

friends, invite potential new members to experience the League in an informal setting, and to become

informed on a wide variety of topics.

Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy. Please RSVP at lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948 by
Sunday, September 16, so we have an idea of how many to expect, but if you can come at the last minute – then just
come. If you need a ride, leave a message at 302-571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.
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Convener’s Comments....

Dear Leaguer:

Your League continues to inform
voters in this election year in
several important ways:

• Helen Hoffmann and her team have taken care of
what seems like thousands of details to get
www.Vote411.org online. The website is now live,
so check it out for information on the General
Election.

• Several of our members took advantage of voter
registration training on August 13th and are ready
for action. League members have already registered
over 400 voters this year!

• Voter registration experts in our League will soon
begin a methodical attempt to register voters in the
high rises in Wilmington. Judy Taggart and Janet
Golinkoff will head this effort, under the direction of
Patti Christopher. Roberta Ray is busy registering
voters at college campuses.

Special issues still remain concerning voter ID at the
polls. My poll person at the Primary asked me for my
driver’s license, and just to see if she knew the law, I
pulled out my checkbook and showed her my checks
printed with my name and address. She grudgingly
agreed that that was okay. How can we get out the
word that Delaware does not have a voter ID law? Do
you have any ideas? Let us know!

Thank you to all of you who contributed so generously
to the Carrie Chapman Catt Award benefit. Wonderful
donors and their contribution categories are listed on
page 6 of this Voter.

As you know, the 2012 winners are Michael Kalmbach,
June MacArtor and Rashmi Rangan. An amazing spirit
of gratitude and sheer joy at the accomplishments of
these amazing winners filled the evening. Special
thanks are due to the amazing introducers, Elizabeth
Lockman (Michael), Lorraine Fleming (June), and
Domenic Pedante (Rashmi), who so eloquently
described their awardees’accomplishments.

The Leadership Team has agreed to cut back on its
standard method of operation by not necessarily
presenting a major public program each month. Our
ranks are so slim that this plan seems necessary. If

you don’t agree, we hope that you will contact us and
volunteer your services. They will be happily
accepted! Committees on Urban Health and Justice,
Fund-raising, Energy and Natural Resources (including
Climate Change), the New Citizens Project, Health,
Land Use and Transportation, Voter Services or just
general event planning all need your participation and
commitment. You can email or phone me
(schultz_peggy@yahoo.com, 235-7182) or Letty
(letty.diswood@verizon.net, 478-8224) to tell us how
you would like to serve.

Love to see you at the Fun Lunch on Monday, the
17th! The General Election is still in front of us and
this might be a good
opportunity to share your
special concerns.

VOTER OUTREACH AND REGISTRATION DRIVES
ARE IN FULL GEAR

Thank you to Patti Christopher for coordinating
registration drives throughout New Castle County.
Thanks to all our volunteers who have signed up to do
these events. Next time there will be a list of our
dedicated registration drive teams.

Here are some of the dates where the League is
holding registration drives this month:

Kentmere Home, Tuesday 9/11; Springfield College,
Saturday 9/15; Newark Community Days, Sunday
9/16; Goldey-Beacom College, Monday 9/17;
AstraZeneca, Monday 9/17 and Thursday 10/11;
Carrington Way and Carlton Ct Apts., Monday 9/17; St.
Anthony's Community Center, Thursday 9/20;
Community Legal Aid Society with LWV and others,
Community Services’ Wilmington parking lot, Tuesday
9/25; James Grove High School, Wilmington, two
nights; Shipley Manor Community Day, Tuesday 9/25

Contact Patti Christopher at wjcjr4@verizon.net or
764-0309 if you want to help out.

Check out our websites: LWV of New Castle

County at www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org,

LWV of Delaware at www.lwvdelaware.org and the

brand new LWVUS website at www.lwv.org
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REPORT BACK FROM OUR JULY FUN LUNCH

Fourteen members and prospective
members attended the monthly Fun
Lunch in August. Joann Hasse
(pictured at right) spoke about the
work of Delaware League’s Advocacy
Corps (formerly called the Action
Committee) and discussed a few of
the many bills which its members
were following in the just completed legislative
session. She described the controversies which can
develop over bills which at first appear to require little
debate. She emphasized that it can take many
meetings over many months (sometimes years!) for
issues to be identified, problems involved in
addressing them raised and compromises considered
before legislation gets written and passed. The mad
rush in June does not necessarily mean that
everything has been put off until the end of the
session—sometimes it just takes a long time for things
to percolate through the “system”. The phrase, “If it
weren’t for the last minute, nothing would ever get
done,” certainly doesn’t apply only to the legislature
but in June it does seem to fit.

She also alerted attendees to several initiatives
(highlighted in the reports in the summer LWVDE
Voter) on which task forces are working or will be
created soon and which will probably produce
legislation to be considered in the future. Speaking of
years, an issue which is halfway through the process is
the first leg of a Constitutional Amendment to remove
the 5-year waiting period for most felons who have
served their full sentences to be able to register to
vote. The second leg must be passed by the next
legislature in order for it to go into effect. This is an
effort which the League has supported for many years
but passing the second leg of a Constitutional

Amendment is almost always harder.

Note: Request from Moonyeen Klopfenstein and
Letty Diswood, Membership Co-chairs: If you would
like to present a short program or discuss an issue
that lends itself to the Fun Lunch format, please call
or email us at 302-571-8948 or email at
lwvde@voicenet.com. Usually the presentation and
discussion is about 30-40 minutes and then we break
for a buffet-style meal and socialize, talk and relax.

GREAT DECISIONS –WILMINGTON AND NEWARK

Great Decisions Discussion Groups in Wilmington and in
Newark began again in September. The September topic,
State of the oceans: waves of change, was of particular
interest as there has been much written about Delaware's
receding coastline and sea level rise.

Both groups will meet in October and November.
The Wilmington Group has a new meeting place--the parlor
of Immanuel Church, Highlands, located at 2400 W. 17th
Street, Wilmington. This is also the location of the League
office. Marion Godfrey made these arrangements for us
and the Rector, The Rev. Kim Capwell, welcomed us at the
September meeting. The October meeting will be on
Thursday, October 11 from 10 am to noon.

The Newark Group continues to meet at the Newark Free
Library. The next meeting will be on the third Monday,
October 15, from 1:30 to 3 pm (rather than the usual
second Monday as the Library will be closed that week).

For the October meetings, read Topic 7: Indonesia:
prospects for prosperity. Author James Castle, a resident
of Indonesia for over 30 years, is the Chairman of CastleAsia
and a professor at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies. Castle writes that the number of
Indonesians with a favorable view of the U.S. leapt up to
over 60% after the election of President Obama, who has an
Indonesian half-sister and had spent several childhood
years in Jakarta. Has this view changed in recent days?

DELAWARE SEA LEVEL RISE VULNERABILITY
ASSESSMENT RELEASED

For the past year Chad Tolman has represented the League
of Women Voters of Delaware on the Sea Level Rise
Committee. He and representatives of state and local
governments, businesses, as well as other civic advocacy
organizations developed the document along with
Delaware Natural Resources and Environmental Control
staff members in order to provide information for working
out adaptation plans for the state. The report is available
on DNREC’s website at http://de.gov/slrva. Sarah Cooksey,
the Sea Level Rise Advisory Committee Chair, says in the
press release that sea level rise is not just a problem for
beach-front homeowners. Rising sea levels can cause
several major problems: loss of low-lying land and
structures, saltwater intrusion into ground and surface
waters, increased coastal flooding from storms. In New
Castle County, south Wilmington and the Port of
Wilmington are particularly vulnerable, as well as the dike-
armored town of New Castle.
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TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE TERMS – DO YOU KNOW WHAT THEY ARE TALKING ABOUT?

LEVEL OF SERVICE, or LOS

Every time a new development comes before New Castle County Council we hear residents talk about “Level of
Service,” or LOS. LOS designations have to do with traffic congestion, and how long you have to wait at a traffic
light. A LOS of A indicates no congestion. A designation of F means a lot of congestion. Wait times at intersections
during peak hours are as follows for the categories A-F, according to WILMAPCO’s Dan Blevins:

LOS A - Under 10 seconds
LOS B - 10-20 seconds
LOS C - 20-35 seconds
LOS D - 35-55 seconds
LOS E - 55-80 seconds
LOS F - More than 80 seconds

Both New Castle County and Kent County have LOS standards for the approval of rezoning and land development
plans, except in the case of redevelopment. As we mentioned last month in our article on the Barley Mill Plaza
redevelopment project, LOS standards are waived in New Castle County for redevelopment projects in order to
encourage infill and re-use of properties that might otherwise fall into disrepair.

In sewered areas (those slated for development) in New Castle County, the intersections studied must measure D or
better. In unsewered areas the LOS standard is the existing LOS, but no more than C. In Kent County the LOS
standard is D inside its defined “Growth Zone” and C outside the Growth Zone. (Both Kent and New Castle County
code also require that if the current LOS is below the requirement, that level must at least be maintained.)

New Castle County’s and Kent County’s requirements for LOS are far better than nothing, but, ironically they can still
lead to both sprawl and congestion. Developers move on when the D levels begin to approach E, spreading growth
without intensifying growth in areas appropriate for more dense development. For example, without a density of at
least 4 dwelling units per acre, public transit is not viable; buses can’t offer any amount of bus service in areas with
lower densities. Without sufficient density people must walk too far to catch the bus but also to shop, recreate, or
attend church. Ideally, all three counties would have different standards of growth for different areas. An LOS of A
would not be unreasonable for areas which we want to keep rural.

Since Sussex County doesn’t have any LOS standards, developers often favor projects here. Some Sussex residents
complain that DelDOT isn’t strict enough in Sussex and are allowing development and heavier traffic throughout their
county, but DelDOT is powerless without a county LOS standard.

Although Sussex County has special issues because of its seasonal traffic, both DelDOT and Wilmington Area Planning
Council planners want to encourage adoption of multi-tier standards which vary, based on location. DelDOT suggests
that a standard of E might be reasonable for areas designated as Levels 1 and 2 in the State Strategies for Policies and
Spending, D for Level 3, and C for Level 4. (See www.deldot.gov/information/pubs_forms/delrtp_102510.pdf)

Planners generally agree that land use planning done in collaboration with transportation planning usually yields
better results than simply relying on Level of Service standards.

Peggy Schultz, Co-Chair, Land Use/Transportation Committee
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Eighth Carrie Chapman Catt Award Sponsors
Thursday, September 6, 2012

PLATINUM
Barbara Crowell, Jeanne Dunn, Joyce Johnson, Rashmi Rangan, Roberta Ray

GOLD
Jackie Christman, Katherine Esterly, Kit Kallal, Janet Kramer, Jane Frelick, Lois Myoda, Lisa Pertzoff, Peggy Schultz, Pat Todd

SILVER
Jackie Harris, Ann Martin

BRONZE
Bernard August
Deborah August
Gayle Bluebird
Nancy Breslin
Elizabeth Bryson
Sue Bryson
Patti Christopher
Linda Connors
Frank Dilley

Jane Dilley
Larry Diswood
Letty Diswood
Lorraine Fleming
Jane Frelick
Anne Frost
Joann Hasse
Carlos Herrera
Bruce Hoffman

Helen Hoffman
Betty Hutchinson
Carrie Hutson
Carol Jones
Vicky Kleinman
Moonyeen

Klopfenstein
Brian Kramer
Andrea LaCombe

Elizabeth Lockman
Jane Maroney
George Meldrum
Sheila Mensch
Domenic Pedante
Victor Singer
Sarah Straughn
Judy Taggart
Chad Tolman

Cay Trask
Bill Walsh
Carole Walsh
Greg Wilson
Lucretia B. Young
Tru-Dee Burrell

CALENDAR

 September 17: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am -1 pm, International Grill, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington. No speaker
this month, a social gathering and discussion of anything on your mind in this election year.

 September 18: LWVNCC Leadership Team meeting, LWVDE Office, 7 - 9 pm, Information, 571-8948.
 September 20: LWVDE Board, 6-8:30 pm, Roma Restaurant, Dover. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for

information and directions, 571-8948.
 September 28: Energy/Climate Change/Natural Resources Committee meeting, 1:30–3 pm, home of Pat Todd;

for directions, call Pat at 762-5995.

 October 2: CCC Awards Committee, 9 -10 am, League office, Immanuel Church, Highlands, 2400 W. 17th St,
Wilmington, 571-8948.

 October 2: Fund-raising Committee, 10-11:30 am, League office, Immanuel Church, Highlands, 2400 W. 17th St,
Wilmington, 571-8948.

 October 3: LWVDE Advocacy Corps, 9:30 am -12, Dover, Information and directions, 571-8948.

 October 11: Great Decisions Thursday Discussion Group, 10 am-noon, Immanuel Church, Highlands,
2400 W. 17th St, Wilmington, in the parlor (use main entrance). For information, call Jackie Harris, 234-4439.

 October 15: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am -1 pm, International Grill, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington. Topic TBA.

 October 15: Great Decisions Monday Discussion Group, 1:30-3 pm, Newark Free Library. For information, call
Vicky Kleinman, 731-4590. NOTE NEW DATE FOR THIS MONTH ONLY.

 October 17: Land Use/Transportation Committee meeting, 10 am-noon, home of Margo Perkins. Call Jane Dilley,
610-869-8848.

 December 5: Reception for Elected Officials at Ed Oliver Golf Club, 5:30 -8:30 pm, Co-sponsored with DelCOG
and other organizations.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
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Coming in November----

FIELD TRIP TO RECYCLING
PLANTS AND FACILITIES

IN THE WILMINGTON AREA
Sponsored by:

The League of Women Voters of New Castle County
American Chemical Society, Delaware Section

Society of Natural History of Delaware

DATE: Saturday, November 10, 2012
TIME: 8:45 am – 1 pm
WHERE: Meet at the Wilmington Riverfront

The parking lot is just north of the Shipyard Shopping
Center of Wilmington, site of the 2 giant derricks.
Turn left at the large green and white sign that says
Timothy Restaurant Parking. We will carpool to the
facilities.

PLANTS AND FACILITIES:
International Petroleum Corporation, at 505 S.
Market St. The plant refines used engine oil.

Peninsula Compost Group-Wilmington Organic
Recycling Center at 612 Christiana Ave., near the Port
of Wilmington. This facility uses the Gore Cover
System.

And/or
Revolution Recovery Company partnering with
Delaware Solid Waste Authority to recycle
construction waste. Located at 1101 Lambsons Lane,
New Castle, near the Pigeon Point Landfill

CH Plastics Corp. 955 River Road, New Castle.
This facility recycles post-industrial plastics

Maps will be provided to the sites at the parking lot.
The group will be limited in number so make your
reservations early by calling Pat Todd at 762-5995
or emailing ptoddwilm@aol.com

LWV of New Castle County

invites you to its

OCTOBER FUN LUNCH

Monday, October 15, 2012

11:30–1:00 pm

Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi &

Mongolian Grill (American, Chinese, Japanese

& Italian Cuisine)

2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, 19805

This month’s HOT TOPIC:

ADHD AND ITS IMPACT ON

THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
It is National ADHD Awareness Week

League member, Janet Kramer, MD, will

discuss Attention Deficit Hyperactivity

Disorder and the challenges posed by

individuals with Attention Deficit

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) in the

Justice and Correction Systems.

Janet also will introduce us to an

innovative pilot program developed in

Delaware to assist offenders with

ADHD to successfully return to the

community.

See directions and RSVP date on page 4



2

Convener’s Comments....

Dear Leaguer:

We’re getting down to the wire
in terms of the General Election.
We hope that you’re finding
www.vote411.org helpful in your
election day decision-making.
Thanks to Helen Hoffman’s
team, (Carole Walsh, Lois Myoda, Diane
Maxwell and others) which is working as I write
this to get online the responses of every last one
of the candidates.

You’ll want to get your reservations in early to the
November 10th recycling trip planned by Pat
Todd and the Energy Committee. You may
phone her at 762-5995 or you may email her at
ptoddwilm@aol.com.

If you had an opportunity to attend this year’s
Carrie Chapman Catt event, you know that it was
an incredible evening of happy thanks to this
year’s honorees. If you’d like to be part of next
year’s planning committee, let us know right away
of your interest because we’re already thinking
ahead. Would you like a different venue? Which
deserving person would you like to see receive
the award? Email Letty Diswood or me at
letty.diswood@verizon.net or
schultz_peggy@yahoo.com.

This year’s Newark Community Day was a great
success, thanks to the generous Leaguers who
donated their time and expertise to register voters
and to tend to our table: Carole and Bill Walsh,
Sue Bryson, Nancy Breslin, Helen Hoffman
Claudia Concors, Letty Diswood, and Pat Brill.

We’re delighted to announce that Janet Kramer
has agreed to chair the Finance Committee.
Please let her know (JKr5936763@aol.com) if
you’d like to help with this important work.

We look forward to seeing you at our October Fun
Lunch!

LWV of New Castle County

invites you to its

NOVEMBER FUN LUNCH

Monday, November 19, 2012

11:30am – 1pm

Place: International Grill & Buffet, Hibachi &
Mongolian Grill (American, Chinese, Japanese &

Italian Cuisine)
2021 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE 19805

This month’s HOT TOPIC:

The Impact of Healthcare

Reform on Women:

!!
Learn about and share your thoughts on

the healthcare needs of women and how

they are addressed through healthcare

reform and the Affordable Care Act. Join

several knowledgeable, professional

women along with Dr. Jacqueline

Christman, 7-year Director of the

Delaware Office of Women's Health and

formerly personal physician to women in a

women-only primary-care practice, as

they consider the impact of legislation on

one of the many gender-gap issues facing

women today.

Great prices and lots of food choices; only $7.99...
not including drinks. The purpose of this FUN
LUNCH is to make new friends, check in with
current and longtime friends, invite potential new
members to experience the League in an informal
setting, and to become informed on a wide variety
of topics.

FUN LUNCH DIRECTIONS, RSVP date on page 4.
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VOTER OUTREACH UPDATE

Pictured below:
Debbie Grier, from the Delaware Election
Commissioner’s Office, (in yellow shirt at the
computer) providing voter registration training for a
group of League members. Roberta Ray and Marjorie
Johnson (pictured) are part of a large group who took
the training this past month.

Pictured below:

L-R: Pat Brill and Carole Walsh. The League had a table
at the Newark Community Day. Thanks to Carole and
Bill Walsh who provided the canopy and helped set up
and take down with Letty Diswood. Other members
who helped out that day: Nancy Breslin, Sue Bryson,
Helen Hoffman, and Claudia Concors.

PLACES WE HAVE HAD A VOTER EDUCATION TABLE
AND REGISTERED VOTERS:

James Grove High School, Bear
James Grove High School, Wilmington
Brandywine High School
Ursuline Academy
Padua Academy
William Penn High School
St. Elizabeth High School
Tower Hill
Wilmington Senior Health Fair
Newark Senior Center
NCC Library North Wilmington
Westside Family Health Center, Wilmington
Westside Family Health Center, Bear
Shipley Manor
St. Paul Community Day
Child care center
Hair salon in Newark area
Kentmere Retirement home
Newark Community Day
Springfield College
Goldey- Beacom College
Luther Towers 1
Compton Towers
Apartment complex in Newark
H Grove Adult Ed High School, Pike Creek

AND WE ARE STILL DOING VOTER REGISTRATION
BEFORE THE OCTOBER 13 DEADLINE, and beyond
St Anthony's Community Center
St Patrick's Senior Center
St Mark's High School
Delaware Technical College, Wilmington
Delaware Technical College, Stanton
Brandywine Fire Company at Fox Point Park
Kingswood Community Center Health Fair in November
Delaware Mental Health Conference in November

559 voters registered as of October 2!

Thank you to Patti Christopher, our coordinator
of voter registration activities, for informing us
of registration opportunities, and getting us all
to the right place and on time.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Joanne Dalecki: 302-442-2663, jdalecki@yahoo.com
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(Continued from page 1, Fun Lunch-Directions)
Invite a friend or neighbor for some time out, and enjoy.
Please RSVP at lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948 by
Sunday, October 14 and November 18, so we have an idea
of how many to expect, but if you can come at the last
minute – then just come. If you need a ride leave a
message at 571-8948 or e-mail lwvde@voicenet.com.

DIRECTIONS: The International Buffet & Grill is located in
the Franbert Shopping Center, Elsmere, and situated to
right side of the Walgreens Pharmacy. The new BJ’s
Wholesale Club is to the left of Walgreens. Prices Corner is
west of the shopping center.

From Route 141 going south follow signs to E Kirkwood
Highway and stay in the right hand lane and at 1

st
light go

straight through. Then at next light make a left turn to
Kirkwood Highway (Route 2). Then turn left at next light
onto the Kirkwood Highway. Going towards Elsmere on
Kirkwood Highway you will see BJ’s on your left. Turn left
into the shopping center and the restaurant is on the
immediate right in the corner of the building.

On Route 141 driving north keep to right lane and exit
Route 141 on to E Kirkwood Highway and follow directions
above to find BJ’s on your left.

Hold this date!

Wednesday, December 5, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Reception for Elected Officials

Ed Oliver Golf Club, 800 N. DuPont Rd.,
Wilmington, DE

$3.00 at the door

Co-sponsored with DelCOG and others.

Watch for more details in next newsletter.

OCTOBER
 October 11: Great Decisions Thursday Discussion Group, 10 am-noon, Immanuel Church, Highlands,

2400 W. 17th St, Wilmington, in the parlor (use main entrance). For information, call Jackie Harris, 234-4439.

 October 15: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am-1 pm, International Grill, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington. Janet Kramer
speaking on ADHD and its impact on the justice system.

 October 15: Great Decisions Monday Discussion Group, 1:30-3 pm, Newark Free Library. For information, call
Vicky Kleinman, 731-4590. NOTE NEW DATE FOR THIS MONTH ONLY.

 October 18: LWVDE Board, 6-8:30 pm, Roma Restaurant, Dover. RSVP Letty Diswood if attending and for
information and directions, 571-8948.

 October 19: Energy/Climate Change/Natural Resources Committee, 1:30-3:30 pm. For information, call Pat Todd,
762-5995.

• October 19: Land Use/Transportation Committee, 10 am-noon, home of Margo Perkins. Email or phone Jane
Dilley for directions, jadilley@udel.edu or call 610-869-8848.

 October 30: LWVNCC Leadership Team, 6:30-8:30 pm, League Office. NOTE DATE CHANGE THIS MONTH ONLY.

NOVEMBER
 November 6: GENERAL ELECTION

 November 10: 8:45 am-1 pm Recycling Field Trip, reservations only, meet at parking lot north of the discount
Shoppes of Wilmington at the Riverfront. See article on p 1 of this Voter.

 November 19: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am-1 pm, International Grill, 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington. Jackie Christman
speaking on The impact of healthcare reform on women. See article on page 2 of this Voter.

DECEMBER
• December 5: Reception for Elected Officials, 5:30-8:30 pm, Ed Oliver Golf Club, 800 N. DuPont Rd., Wilmington.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing
Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org
http://www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org
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Delaware Coalition for Open Government’s
Third Reception for Delaware Elected Officials

Wednesday, December 5, 2012

You are invited to attend The Delaware Coalition for
Open Government’s Third Reception for Delaware
Elected Officials on Wednesday, December 5, 2012,
5:30 - 8 pm, at the Ed Oliver Golf Club, Dover
Room. 800 N. DuPont Road, Wilmington, DE
19807.

All State, County and Municipal officials have been invited to
attend this “meet and greet” reception. The reception is an
opportunity for you and your friends to discuss with
Delaware elected officials issues which are of concern to
you today.

There is a $3 admission fee for the public, taken at the
door. Hors d'oeuvres and cash bar.

The following groups and individuals are co-sponsoring
the event, to date:

Charles Brittingham, NAACP; Civic League for New
Castle County; Bill Cortes; Bonnie Corwin; Delaware
Coalition for Open Government; Delaware Council on
Gambling Problems; Delaware Nature Society; Elisa
Diller; Harvey Clark Greisman; John Kowalko; Michael
Kozikowski; Sandra LaBlanche; League of Women
Voters of Delaware; League of Women Voters of New
Castle County; Libertarian Party of Delaware; Bayard
Marin; David McBride; Ed Osborne; Pacem in Terris; Karen
Peterson; Charles Potter; Ann Rydgren; David Tackett;
Loretta Walsh; WDEL Radio

RSVP. Call 302-319-1213 or email: jdf0000@aol.com if you
wish to attend the event, OR

To register for the December 5 DelCOG Elected
Officials Reception, please click the link below and
scroll down to the registration form.

Register for DelCOG Elected Officials Reception

Directions on page 2, Reception

The LWV of New Castle County

invites all to the next Fun Lunch

Monday, December November 17, 2012

11:30 – 1:00 pm
Place: International Super Buffet (same place,

new name): American, Chinese, Japanese and

Italian Cuisine. 2021 Kirkwood Hwy, Wilmington.

This month:

Let us know what is on your mind. We’ll

explore current issues of importance to

you and your associates. Then we will

begin to plan 2013’s calendar of

Join us for lunch--great food choices and prices; only
$7.99... not including drinks. The purpose of this FUN
LUNCH is to check in with current and longtime friends,
make new friends, invite potential new members to
experience the League in an informal setting, and
become informed on a wide variety of topics.

Please RSVP at lwvde@voicenet.com or 302-571-8948
by Sunday, December 16, so we have an idea of how
many to expect, but if you can come at the last minute –
then just come. If you need a ride please leave a
message when you RSVP and we’ll get back to you.

The Restaurant located in the Franbert Shopping Center
(also location of BJ’s and Walgreen’s) on Kirkwood
Highway between Route 141 and the Veteran’s Hospital.
Directions at:

http://www.internationalsuperbuffetde.com/location.aspx
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Dear Leaguers and League friends:

Coming on the heels of Thanksgiving, we
find ourselves grateful for the incredible
job our voting registrars did these past
few months. Pat Brill, Sue Bryson,
Claudia Concors, Letty Diswood, Jeanne
Dunn, Mary Anne Edwards, Janet
Golinkoff, Marjorie Johnson, Moonyeen
Klopfenstein, Janet Kramer, Lois Myoda, Roberta
Ray, Judy Taggart, Carole Walsh were all absolutely
heroic in going after folks not yet registered, or folks
who wanted to tweak their registrations. The
activities of our registrars were ably choreographed by
Patti Christopher and Letty Diswood. The total
number of voters we helped to the polls this past year
is over 800. Wow.

Vote411.org was also an important part of our voter
information process. Thanks to our New Castle
County group headed by Helen Hoffman and to her
team: Janet Golinkoff, Diane Maxwell, Lois Myoda
and Carol Walsh, with helpful input from Roberta Ray
and Chad Tolman, who worked out questions posed to
candidates. Diane Maxwell also wrote up
descriptions of all the offices. Data just in from the
national office says that we had 1,363 hits in New
Castle County alone. We hope that the next iteration
of the website will be more user friendly. Helen thinks
that wider advertising would also be helpful. Two
really clever people phoned me to ask me how to
“work” the website, and Helen and I have both heard
of others who had issues getting going on it.

We are delighted to announce that we have a brand
new Treasurer! She is Rebecca Snyder, a well-
qualified young lady who’s preparing for grad school
and has a passion for equal rights for women. An
article about her appears in the column to the right of
this one. Of course, our deepest thanks are extended
to Valerie Driscoll of LWV Sussex County, who has
served as our Treasurer for many months while we
looked for her replacement.

Still under the heading of things we’re thankful for, we
love and appreciate your support of the League. We
wonder why you belong to the League. Will you write
about it? We’d love to publish your stories. I started
in the League in the 70’s, when our kids were little and
the League provided baby-sitting. Good chance to
have a little downtime! At that time we had both a

Newark League and a Wilmington League. Besides the
baby-sitting, I was initially attracted to the League
because I wanted to be more informed on civic issues,
and then I became really interested in getting more
parks for Newark. I wanted to make sure our kids had
plenty of places to play, which led to an interest in
land use that I still nurture today. What’s your story?
Please send it, along with a recent photo, to me at
schultz_peggy@yahoo.com

We’d love to see you at our December Fun Lunch
when we’ll look at Fun Lunch topics for 2013, and just
relax. We also urge you to join us at the reception for
newly-elected officials in state government. All you
lobbyists and wannabe lobbyists, here’s your chance
to get in a word for your favorite cause before the
new legislative session begins!

(Continued from page 1, Reception)
DIRECTIONS TO RECEPTION

Ed Oliver Golf Club, Dover Room. 302-571-9041, 800 North
DuPont Rd., Wilmington, DE 19807. (1/2 mi. west of
Lancaster Ave. 7/10 mi. east of Kennett Pike).

Welcome, Rebecca!

The League of Women Voters of
New Castle County is happy to
welcome to its Leadership Team as
our Treasurer, Rebecca Snyder.
Rebecca graduated from Eckerd
College in Florida, with a double
major in international relations and
modern languages. She has worked
as a financial aid advisor at Del Tech,
as well as a liaison for Spanish and
French-speaking students. Prior to
this job she worked as an account technician for Del Tech,
managing records of student payments, using QuickBooks,
the accounting software used by the League. She has
helped her dad with accounts for his condo council and
other small business accounts, rounding out her accounting
background. She now teaches English as a second language
at the Nationalities Service Center in Philadelphia.

Rebecca has done volunteer work in domestic violence for
Child, Inc. A blog which she and her co-founder call The
Educated Lady (http://www.theeducatedlady.com) draws
attention to women’s issues.

The Finance Committee carefully reviewed Rebecca’s
credentials, and unanimously endorsed her for the
important job of Treasurer for our League.
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THE LWVNCC FUN LUNCH of NOVEMBER, 2012 ADDRESSES
IMPACT OF HEALTHCARE REFORM ON WOMEN

On November the 19th, a group of LWV members and members of the public including two physicians, several nurses,
students and others gathered to consider the impact of the Affordable Healthcare Act (ACA or “Obama Care”) on
women with Dr. Jacqueline J. Christman, MD, MBA, MS (Epidemiology), former Women’s Health Clinical Physician
and Director of the Delaware Office of Women’s Health, presenting wide-ranging materials and facilitating
subsequent discussion.

A general discussion of ACA brings on the possibility of examining many aspects of legislation including the cost of the
legislation and the source of those funds. It also offers the opportunity to consider the political aspects of the
legislation such as what persons and political parties support or do not support the plan and in addition leads to
consideration of other populations which might be impacted by the same legislation—in this case those who would
more directly supply services such as doctors, nurses, technicians and the pharmaceuticals industry. During the
course of the presentation, these aspects, although important, became secondary to discussing probable direct
impacts on women and their families.

ACA is a program, but in reality it is an insurance plan for the nation. The gaps between various populations in the US,
particularly the insured and the uninsured, the poor and the wealthier and the genders are in part addressed by this
plan. While Medicare insures (although not for free) populations of 65 and up, ACA aims at adults ages 18-64 as well
as children. Among these adults in 2009, 59% were insured by employers, 12% by Medicaid, 9% by other means,
leaving 20% uninsured. And in 2009 among the uninsured, 38% were women, 15% children and less than half, 47%
men.

The Kaiser Family Foundation which analyzes and publishes data on healthcare and healthcare reform also
demonstrated that among women who were uninsured, in 2009, those at highest risk were the poor (earning less
than 100% of the poverty level), the near-poor, the less-well educated (<high school), young adults 19-24 years of
age, Latinas, Native Americans/Aleut Eskimos, foreign-born and single parents.

To address these and other disparities in healthcare, the plan sets up a system that heavily addresses preventive
services. The National Women’s Law Center provides clarity in the form of questions and answers to important
questions about Healthcare Reform:

What are the Women’s Preventive Services that begin on August 1, 2012?

As of August 1, 2012, all new health plans must cover a range of women’s preventive services without cost sharing.
These services have been identified by the Institute of Medicine and endorsed by the Health Resources and Services
Administration. They include:

(1) Breastfeeding support, supplies, and counseling;
(2) Screening and counseling for interpersonal and domestic violence;
(3) Screening for gestational diabetes;
(4) DNA testing for high-risk strains of HPV;
(5) Counseling regarding sexually transmitted infections, including HIV;
(6) Screening for HIV;
(7) Contraceptive methods and counseling; and
(8) Well woman visits.

What other preventive services are already covered under the law?

All new health insurance plans must cover, without cost-sharing, preventive services derived from four sets of expert
recommendations: (1) services given an “A” or “B” recommended by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force; (2) all
vaccinations recommended by the Center for Disease Control’s Advisory Committee on

(Continued on Page 4, Impact of Health Care Reform)
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(Continued from page 3, Impact of Health Care Reform)

Immunization Practices; (3) a set of evidence-based services for infants, children, and adolescents based
on guidelines developed by the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Department of Health and Human
Services; and (4) as noted above, a set of additional evidence-based preventive services for women recommended by
the Institute of Medicine and supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration.

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommendations include a number of preventive services that are of critical
importance for women, including:

(1) Mammograms every 1-2 years for women over 40;
(2) Cervical cancer screening;
(3) Smoking and alcohol cessation programs for adults;
(4) A wide range of prenatal screenings and tests;
(5) Diabetes and blood pressure screening and counseling; and
(6) Depression screening for adolescents and adults.

The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices includes a number of vaccines important to women, including
vaccines for HPV, the flu, and Hepatitis, among others.

For more information on contraceptive coverage, please see Contraceptive Coverage in the Health Care Law:
Frequently Asked Questions.

Does this mean I won’t have to pay anything for preventive services?

You will be able to get the included preventive services at no cost to you. While some plans previously covered
preventive services with no cost sharing requirements, many only paid a portion of the cost, while the patient would
have to pay a co-payment or co-insurance. Now, the full range of services will be fully covered by insurance plans and
you will not need to make a separate payment to your doctor or pharmacy.

When do these new requirements take effect?

Many private insurance plans are already required to provide some of the preventive services without cost sharing—
those recommended by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices,
and the American Academy of Pediatrics. All new plans will be required to cover the additional Women’s Preventive
Services beginning August 1, 2012, but since most plan changes take effect at the beginning of a new plan year, the
requirements will be in effect for most plans on January 1, 2013. School health plans, which often begin their health
plan years around the beginning of the school year, will see the benefits of the August 1st start date.

Several institutions can be referred to for further information about the Affordable Healthcare Act, including:

*Kaiser Family Foundation
www.kff.org
http://www.statehealthfacts.org/comparecat.jsp?cat=10
"Putting Women's healthcare Disparities on the Map"
“Medicare Chart book—fourth edition
The Uninsured: A Primer
www.kff.org/uninsured/7451.cfm

*US Gov't Office on Women's Health
http://www.healthstatus2020.com/owh/index.html
www.womenshealth.gov/quickhealthdata

*National Women's Law Center
www.nwlc.org
www.womenstake.org

*Government Affordable Healthcare Act
www.healthcare.gov/prevention

*US Preventive Services Health Taskforce
http://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org

Notes provided by J.J. Christman, MD
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REPORT ON COMPOST/CONCRETE RECYCLING FIELD TRIP
Pat Todd, Natural Resources Chair

About 20 people from LWVNCC, the Society of Natural
History of Delaware and the American Chemical
Society, checked out the Peninsula Composting facility

on November 10th. Our guide was Nelson Widell, a
partner in the business. Six years ago, the Delaware
Solid Waste Authority banned yardwaste from the
Cherry Island Landfill. Yardwaste makes up about 35%
of a landfill. This provided Peninsula Composting with
an opportunity to open a site very near the Port of
Wilmington. First, the company had to gain support
from the people who lived in Southbridge. At first
residents were reluctant but then the company
sponsored a trip to the West Coast to see a similar
facility. That plus the fact that the company provided
a 24 hour hotline and guaranteed full-time jobs for
people in Southbridge sealed the agreement. The
Company spent $20 million to set up the facility three
years ago. No public money, nor grants, were
involved. The facility is located in a heavy industrial
area and has great access to transportation routes.

Peninsula Composting serves the Washington to New
York City area. They are taking in 500 tons/day of

organic material, maximum would be 650 tons. The
facility even receives organic waste from restaurants
and schools in Delaware.

After a truck weighs in, it dumps its contents in the
tipping building. There, yardwaste, wood chips, other
organic waste and chopped up cardboard are mixed
all together and hauled to an area where it is formed
into a shape like a huge loaf of bread. This is called a
winrow. There are 64 winrows on site. One winrow is
formed each working day. A Gore blanket is pulled
over it. The blanket is semi-permeable allowing water
vapor and carbon dioxide to escape and waterproof
keeping the leachate to a minimum. Air is pumped
through the winrow; the aerobic bacteria begin to
work on it; when the temperature gets up to 160

degrees F. air is pumped through to keep the
temperature from going higher. Pathogens, weed
seeds and spores are killed. After one month, the
blanket is removed. In phase two, the cover is used
again. In Phase three the compost without the cover is
put through a screen to remove foreign materials,
such as plastic bags, wire, etc. In four month from
beginning to end, the compost is saleable.

(Continued on page 6, Recycling Trip)
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(Continued from page 5, Recycling Trip)

Another company down the road buys ½ the amount
produced and bags it to be sold. For every 100 tons
received of material received, there are 40 tons end
product. The remaining compost is sold by bulk to
contractors. The left-over foreign waste is trucked to
the Cherry Hill Landfill.

Peninsula Composting does receive carbon offset
credits which it sells to California companies.
Everyday at the composting site, the reduction in
carbon dioxide equals taking 600 cars off the road.

The group next visited Richards Paving Inc. Richard
Piendak started his business in 1973. His business
serves DE, MD, NJ and PA. His company has been
recycling concrete and asphalt since 1990; his was the
first company to be accepted into the Delaware Green
Industry Program in 1992. The monster crusher (cost
$700,000) pulverizes both concrete and asphalt.
When we saw the size of this machine, we were glad
Richard did not demonstrate it for us because it was
evident it made a lot of noise, but we were able to run
our fingers through the end product, pulverized
material. Ten tons of large chunks of concrete or
asphalt are fed into the crusher at one time. With 100
tons of crushed concrete, about 3-4 tons are steel
wire. A magnet separates the wire from the crushed
concrete; the wire is then sold to a salvage yard. The
concrete is not used to make new concrete, but
instead, is used as a base for new or restored parking

lots and driveways.

By recycling asphalt, crude oil is saved which goes into
the asphalt hot mix; a new hot mix of asphalt can use
15% of the pulverized asphalt. Richards Paving also
has an Asphalt Driveway Recycler which is taken right
to the customer; it grinds down deep into cracked,
broken-down driveways and pulverizes the pavement
to a powder which is used as a new road base. The
machine was already on-site for Monday’s work, but
each of us received a picture of the machine. Richard
did demonstrate how the hot melt machine used to
reconstruct asphalt driveways works.

Large chunks of concrete and asphalt do not find their
way to the construction landfill, crude oil is saved, not
as much mined virgin materials are needed for a base,
steel wire is saved to be recycled. Transportation
costs are reduced; money is saved.

CALENDAR
DECEMBER 2012 (Note: No LWNCC Leadership Team or LWVDE Board meeting in December.)
 December 5: Reception for Elected Officials, 5:30-8 pm, Ed Oliver Golf Club, 800 N. DuPont Rd., Wilmington.
 December 6: Great Decisions Thursday Discussion Group, 10 am-12 noon, Immanuel Church, Highlands;

Information, Jackie Harris, 234-4439. Read Topic 8.
 December 17: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am-1 pm, International Super Buffet, Franbert Shopping Center, Kirkwood Hwy.
JANUARY 2013
 January 10: Great Decisions Thursday Discussion Group, 10 am-12 noon, Immanuel Church, Highlands;

Information, Jackie Harris, 234-4439. Read Half the Sky.
 January 14: Fun Lunch, 11:30 am-1 pm, International Super Buffet, Franbert Shopping Center, Kirkwood Hwy.
 January 14: Land Use/Transportation Committee, 3-5 pm, Margo Perkins’ home; Information, jadilley@udel.edu

or 610-869-8848.
 January 15: LWVNCC Leadership Team, 6:30-8:30 pm, League Office. Information, 571-8948.
 January 17: LWVDE Board, 6-8:30 pm, Roma Restaurant, Dover. Information, 571-8948.
 January 18: Energy/Climate Change/NR Committee, 1:30-3:30 pm, Pat Todd’s home; Information 762-5995.

League of Women Voters of New Castle County
2400 W. 17th Street, Clash Wing-Room 1, Lower Level
Wilmington, DE 19806-1311
302-571-8948
http://www.lwvdelaware.org
http://www.lwvdelaware-newcastlecounty.org
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