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League of Women Voters of Orange Coast  

The Voter 
 

“……to promote informed citizen participation in government.” 
 
League Phone: 1 949 451-2212, Website: http://LWVOrangeCoast.org 
 

Calendar of Events 

August, 2018 
 

Thursday, August 23rd, 12:30-2:30pm.                               Book Club North 

Book: “Killers of the Flower Moon and the Birth of the FBI” by David Grann. 

Moderator: Diane  

For information and location: 1-505-1998 or sstemc6@gmail.com. 
 

Tuesday, August 28th, 10:00am-12:30pm                            LWV Orange Coast Board Meeting 

Location: St. Mark Presbyterian Church, Bonhoeffer Room, 2200 San Joaquin Hills Road, 

Newport Beach, 92660  

For information: 1-949 786-1669 or beckynewman2222@gmail.com 
 

September, 2018 
 

Thursday, September 6th, 2:00pm                                         CAPO Unit Clip & Come & PIE! 

For information and location: 1-949-496-1858 or mjob35@gmail.com. Join us don’t be shy.  
 

Wednesday, September 19th, 11:30am to 2:00pm.                    Lunch with League  

Topic: “State of Orange County Elections: Past, Present and Future" ”  

Speaker: Neal Kelley, Orange County Registrar of Voters 

Location: Back Bay Conference Center, 3415 Michelson Drive, Irvine, 92612 

Entrees: See flyer. 

Cost: $20 for lunch and speaker, $5 for speaker only 

RSVP: Required by September 16th at this link: https://goo.gl/forms/jsos4x1mZaICbijS2 

 

If you do not have electronic access you may leave a message with your name and entree 

choice (or to cancel) at (949)451-2212. 
 

Thursday, September 20th, 3:00pm           CAPO Unit Book Club 

Book: “Factfulness: 10 Reasons We're Wrong About the World - And Why Things Are Better 

Than You Think" by Hans Rosling.  

If you attend in September, please bring the name of at least one book to suggest we read, 

and perhaps volunteer to host one month. 

Moderator: Petti 

For information and location: 1-949-496-1858 or mjob35@gmail.com  

http://lwvorangecoast.org/
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Charlotte's%20documents%20o/Charlotte's%20Documents/LWV%20Orange%20Coast%20Voter/Voter%20for%20Website/2018/August%20Sept%202018/sstemc6@gmail.com
mailto:beckynewman2222@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Charlotte's%20documents%20o/Charlotte's%20Documents/LWV%20Orange%20Coast%20Voter/Voter%20for%20Website/2017/August%20Sept%202017%20Voter/mjob35@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/forms/jsos4x1mZaICbijS2
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Charlotte's%20documents%20o/Charlotte's%20Documents/LWV%20Orange%20Coast%20Voter/Voter%20for%20Website/2017/August%20Sept%202017%20Voter/mjob35@gmail.com
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Tuesday, September 25th                    National Voter Registration Day 
 

Thursday, September 27th, 12:30-2:30pm.                           Book Club North 

Book: “The Warmth of Other Suns” by Isabel Wilkerson. 

Moderator:  

For information and location: 1-505-1998 or sstemc6@gmail.com. 

 

All members or guests are welcome at any of the meetings in this calendar 

⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆ 

Call to Action! 

Attention all Leaguers! U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross has directed the department to 
include a citizenship question on the U.S. Census. Including this question on the Census will 
discourage participation and impact the data collected in every community across the country. 
This decision is bad for the Census, bad for our communities, and bad for America.  

Now is the time for you to act! Submit a comment about the U.S. Census questions today! 

The Census occurs once every ten years to count all of the people living in our country. It helps 
to determine fair political representation and aid policymakers when making decisions about 
where and how to allocate vital program funds and resources over the next decade. It is 
imperative to get the most accurate count because every community relies on Census data for 
things like public safety and transportation resources. A fair and accurate count lets our leaders 
and businesses make sound investment decisions that keep our communities thriving. Stand 
with us as we fight back against this decision. 

Earlier this year, the Trump administration released a proposal that, if adopted, would move the 

US further into a policy than bans access to abortion services. 

Called the “Protect Life” rule by supporters and a “gag rule” by opponents, the proposal blocks 

Title X federal funding for reproductive health care providers who refer patients for abortions or 

even discuss the procedure with them. Along with Medicaid, Title X is one of the primary 

sources of federal funding for clinics that provide reproductive health services to poor women 

and the only federal grant program specifically dedicated to comprehensive family planning. 

Millions of women rely on Title X for cancer screenings, STI testing and treatment, and birth 

control —though not abortion, as Congress generally barred spending US funds on abortion with 

passage of the Hyde Amendment in 1976. Without Title X funding, the numbers of unintended 

pregnancies, unexpected births, and abortions each year in the US are predicted to be 66 percent 

higher. 

The administration is taking public comments on the proposed rule through July 31, 2018, at this link: 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/01/2018-11673/compliance-with-statutory-program-

integrity-requirements 

  

sstemc6@gmail.com
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=51Th7%2FEkot1bkhRBW5Wzy16EKJxMQx6O
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=ItPYlH0jQuSPepAIk3BLof7Y0RSbxpQm
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=ItPYlH0jQuSPepAIk3BLof7Y0RSbxpQm
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CREC-2018-05-21/html/CREC-2018-05-21-pt1-PgH4272.htm
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/financing-family-planning-services-for-low-income-women-the-role-of-public-programs/
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/issue-brief/financing-family-planning-services-for-low-income-women-the-role-of-public-programs/
https://www.hhs.gov/opa/title-x-family-planning/index.html
https://www.guttmacher.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/contraceptive-needs-2010.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/01/2018-11673/compliance-with-statutory-program-integrity-requirements
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/01/2018-11673/compliance-with-statutory-program-integrity-requirements
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/06/01/2018-11673/compliance-with-statutory-program-integrity-requirements
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President’s Message 

The 53rd National Convention of the League of Women Voters of the United States was held 
June 28 – July 1 at the Hilton Chicago. Coast sent four delegates: Trudy Josephson, Becky 
Newman, Judy Standerford and Petti Van Rekom. The days were packed. Pre-breakfast 
caucuses, workshops and information sessions began at 7:30 a.m. and post-dinner versions 
ended at 8:15 p.m. We attended four plenary sessions setting the course for the League in the 
coming biennium. There was a 2.5 hour pre-conference training by Wellstone Action on 
developing, mobilizing and organizing to accomplish the work of the League.  
 

Redistricting experts Nick Stephanopolous and Ruth Greenwood updated us on progress 
fighting partisan gerrymandering in the courts, and thanked the 
League for its work in this area. The entire convention attended three 
hours of training on improving diversity, equity and inclusion in the 
League. Elaine Weiss, author of The Woman’s Hour: The Great Fight 
to Win the Vote, inspired us. Her book is a great read and provides a 
detailed view of how close the 19th amendment came to NOT being 
ratified in 1920 and how divided women themselves were on the issue 
of giving women the vote – and, within the suffragist movement, on 
how best to win the vote.  
 

We were engaged, excited and exhausted. Everything was interesting 
and relevant – but my big take-away was the need to transform the League if we are to remain a 
vibrant, useful organization as we begin our second century. We were reminded that League 
membership has declined by almost a third over the past few decades and our membership is 
older and whiter than the general population. There is an uptick in membership since the 2016 
election, but that happens after many elections. The League remains a trusted institution, but 
many new organizations focused on voter registration and education have sprung up. Many 
others focus on similar public policies.  To attract members and money to do our work, we are 
challenged to identify what it is that distinguishes us from other groups. 
 

In the past two years the League has been engaged in considering what we need to do to 
remain relevant and strong. One result is a Transformation Roadmap. We heard a lot about 
it at the Convention and expect that within the coming year Coast will devote a general 
meeting to this topic – watch The Voter and your email for announcements. You can 
download and read the full report here or download an executive summary that covers the 
highlights of the report. 
 
The Roadmap identifies four strategic priorities:  

• Advancing a Clear Strategic Focus;  

• Building a more inclusive culture;  

• Building a healthier League Network; and  

• Increasing capacity at all levels. 
 
Whatever changes we make, the League will continue to focus on mission impact work, remain 
nonpartisan and continue to be a membership organization. 
 

In League,  

Rebecca Newman   

President  

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=BmFDBuq%2BULiQNHBcPbdEnEX4Lw7Na2Pr
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=jXzzV4ZXSZGdSMwyZW6wvEX4Lw7Na2Pr
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THE YOUTH VOTE 
Creating A More Perfect Democracy: 

A brief overview of my experiences at the LWV 53rd National Convention, 

By: Trudy Josephson, LWV Orange Coast 

 

Two short weeks ago, I was privileged to attend our national convention in Chicago. I 

met so many interesting ladies (and gentlemen) filled with enthusiasm for the programs they are 

involved with in their home Leagues and promoting them at this convention. 

I was focused on two primary areas of interest, one being youth voter registration. I had 

previously met two dynamic ladies from Orange County who are doing a bang up job with 

registering high school students, so wanted to garner more tips on successful ways other Leagues 

have handled this challenge. With that goal in mind, I sat in on three sessions dealing with this 

topic.  

The most exciting one for me, was one called “Beyond Youth Vote - Empowering 

Generation Z”. It was presented entirely by articulate, enthusiastic high school & college 

students from Anchorage. Yes, that Anchorage in Alaska! They started in 2002 and were 

encouraged and sponsored by a coalition of organizations including the local League. They 

established goals that include educating youth about the rights and responsibilities of living in a 

democratic society, providing opportunities for discussing political issues with peers, parents, 

candidates and elected officials AND encouraging student involvement in the process and 

developing a life-long habit of voting. Pretty impressive, I’d say. And over the years, they have 

been able to achieve those goals by working with their school board to introduce appropriate 

curriculum, held candidates forums, had candidate meet and greets and held a mock election! 

And somewhere in all of this, they also provide voter registration for their fellow students. Very 

impressive!  

All of this gave me hope for our future knowing that there are such engaged young folks 

out there working on Creating a More Perfect Democracy. 
 

*************************************************** 

⊰   In Memorium   ⊱ 
Trudy Schafer: It is with profound sadness that we share the passing of Trudy Schafer, our beloved 

Senior Director for Program, lobbyist, and friend. For the past 25 years, Trudy made a lasting and 

transformative impact on California public policy and on the lives of all those she worked with. She was 

an extraordinary woman, and she leaves behind a remarkable legacy. Our heartfelt condolences to her 

husband John, her children Anne and Bob, and the entire Schafer family. Per the family’s request, in lieu 

of flowers, donations will be gratefully accepted by the Trudy Schafer Fellowship for Public Policy. 

Please leave a comment on Facebook or post a message to the Schafer family on Caring Bridge. 
 

Gary Standerford: Was born in 1947 in Southeast Nebraska son of Wayne and Ruth. He and Judy, 

treasurer of LWV Orange Coast, both graduated from the University of Nebraska in 1969 and married in 

June of that year. Gary was drafted and he and Judy were sent to Germany. After his service was up, Gary 

got a job with General Electric (GE) in Louisville, Kentucky and later moved with GE to Fairfield, 

Connecticut. He retired in 2007 and he and Judy moved to Huntington Beach in 2009. His family, Judy, 

Jon and Sara, say that he was a humble and charming man and wonderful father who loved horse-racing, 

music and always rooted for the underdog sports teams during the finals   

https://lwvc.org/schaferfellowship
https://lwvc.org/schaferfellowship
https://www.facebook.com/LWVofCA/
http://bit.ly/TPSCaringBridge
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Civil Discourse 
 

The LWV of Orange Coast co-sponsored a caucus on Civil Discourse at the 53rd National 

Convention of the LWVUS held in Chicago, IL, on June 29-July 1, 2018. About 100 people 

attended the caucus; they were enthusiastic about bringing civil discourse activities back to their 

state and their local League. Sample materials from several Leagues’ civil discourse activities 

were displayed; attendees signed up to get copies of the materials. In addition they signed up to 

participate in a monthly call. The first call will be Saturday, July 21st. 

 

Other Civil Discourse Activities 

Nationally: 
• An extensive resource list of civil discourse materials (prepared by Leagues and other 

organizations) is being prepared; this will be shared with anyone who requests it. Inquiries 

are being made as to the possibility of having a Civil Discourse section in the League 

Management section of the LWVUS website.  

•  A discussion will be had during the July 21st call about the need for a specific civil discourse 

“event” before the November elections. The focus would be encouraging voters to speak out 

for candidates to conduct their campaigns in a civil manner – and to make their voice heard  
 

Locally: 
• A document has been prepared that describes the 4 types of Civil Discourse activities our 

League currently provides. These are 1) Conversation - practicing civil discourse; 2) 

Talk/Presentation - on importance of civil discourse; 3) Training – about facilitating a 

conversation; and 4) Observation - of public meetings to evaluate use of civil discourse. A 

document describing these is available on our League website: 

https://my.lwv.org/california/orange-coast/civil-discourse 
 

• A local Civil Discourse “conversation” has been scheduled by the University Synagogue in 

Irvine on January 15th, 2019. 
⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆ 

How Immigration Court Works 
     

    By Fatma Marouf professor of Law at Texas A&M University. 
     (Reprinted with author’s permission) 

    (Marouf, Fatma E <fatma.marouf@law.tamu.edu) 

When Attorney General Jeff Sessions on June 11 overruled the decision in a controversial 

immigration case called Matter of A-B-, he made it harder for women escaping sexual and 

physical abuse to qualify for asylum in the United States. 

Can the US attorney general unilaterally overturn a court case? Yes, because, as I teach my 

surprised law students, immigration judges are not part of the judicial branch. They are attorneys 

in the Department of Justice. That means normal assumptions about judicial independence and 

freedom from political influence do not apply in immigration proceedings. 

How Immigration Trials Work: People end up in immigration court for various reasons. 

https://my.lwv.org/california/orange-coast/civil-discourse
https://theconversation.com/institutions/texas-aandm-university-1672
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1070866/download
https://theconversation.com/do-abused-women-need-asylum-4-essential-reads-98223
https://theconversation.com/do-abused-women-need-asylum-4-essential-reads-98223
https://theconversation.com/why-domestic-abuse-and-anti-gay-violence-qualify-as-persecution-in-asylum-law-98354
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/about-office
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Refugees who fled persecution in their country can apply for asylum in the U.S. People facing 

deportation may request “cancellation of removal,” which allows them to stay in the country. 

Other noncitizens may be in the process of becoming a legal permanent US resident. 

Their cases will be heard by one of approximately 330 immigration judges who preside over 58 

US immigration courts. As of March 2018, these courts had 345,000 active cases, which 

averages out to about 1,000 cases per judge. That’s double the caseload of federal district court 

judges, and immigration courts have tighter budgets and far less administrative support. As a 

result, the immigration court system is congested. Cases can take years to complete. Immigration 

judges issued 137,875 decisions in 2016, according to DOJ statistics. Just under 70 percent were 

deportation orders. 

Who Does What?: Immigration proceedings look much like a criminal trial, but the process 

does not come with the same constitutional protections. Immigrants are not entitled to a court-

appointed defense attorney, for example. They may hire a lawyer or, if they’re lucky, find pro 

bono counsel. Only 37 percent of all immigrants have an attorney to represent them in 

immigration court. 

Immigrants who’ve been convicted of certain crimes, including low-level offenses, are subject to 

mandatory detention during their immigration hearings. They are often brought into the 

courtroom wearing a jumpsuit and shackles. Eighty-six percent of immigrants who’ve been 

detained will appear without a lawyer. 

Immigration trials also lack other constitutional safeguards required in criminal trials. The judge 

is from the Department of Justice, which has law enforcement duties determined by the attorney 

general. Since the government’s prosecutor comes from Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

– a Department of Homeland Security agency tasked with immigration enforcement – their 

political priorities may overlap. In a normal federal trial, the judge would be an independent 

member of the US judiciary, a different branch of government. 

The Administrative Appeals Process: Immigrants may appeal an immigration judge’s 

deportation order to the Board of Immigration Appeals, a Virginia-based Department of Justice 

agency. About 9 percent choose to do so. The Board currently has 20 members, 16 full-time and 

four temporary. Individually or as a panel, they decide roughly 30,000 appeals per year. 

To expedite the process, the Board of Immigration Appeals frequently issues decisions that 

“affirm without opinion,” meaning it can confirm a deportation order without providing any 

reasoning or explanation. US law permits the attorney general to intervene in this appeals 

process. The attorney general can take over a case at the request of the Board of Immigration 

Appeals or direct it to refer a case to him. Historically, most have done so just once or twice a 

year. Sessions has reviewed four immigration cases in 2018 alone. Federal regulations also 

empower the attorney general to overrule the board, decide what types of appeals it can handle 

and remove members at will. 

Federal Appeals Court: Immigrants may further appeal decisions made by the Board of 

Immigration Appeals to the US Courts of Appeals, the court one level below the Supreme Court.  

https://ijrcenter.org/refugee-law/
https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-29/0-0-0-6349.html
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/office-of-the-chief-immigration-judge
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/office-of-the-chief-immigration-judge
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1060936/download?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/data_tables/fcms_na_distprofile0331.2018.pdf
http://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/data_tables/fcms_na_distprofile0331.2018.pdf
https://immigrationforum.org/article/presidents-fy-2016-budget/
https://theconversation.com/is-the-us-immigration-court-system-broken-75338
http://trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/court_backlog/court_proctime_outcome.php
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/fysb16/download
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/criminal_procedure
https://www.pri.org/stories/2016-09-20/new-york-city-lawyers-make-all-difference-immigrant-detainees-facing-deportation
https://www.pri.org/stories/2016-09-20/new-york-city-lawyers-make-all-difference-immigrant-detainees-facing-deportation
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/access-counsel-immigration-court
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/access-counsel-immigration-court
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/board-of-immigration-appeals-bios
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/board-of-immigration-appeals-bios
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/fysb16/download
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/1003.1
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/1003.1
https://www.jeffreyschase.com/blog/2018/3/29/the-ags-certifying-of-bia-decisions
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/8/1003.1
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Very few can afford to do so. Of the roughly 300,000 immigration cases heard each year, only 2 

percent are appealed to a federal judge. In 2016, 5,240 immigration appeals were filed with the 

federal appellate courts. On average, nationwide, just 8 percent of those appeals are granted. That 

either enables the immigrant to stay or sends the case back to the Board of Immigration Appeals 

to correct an error. 

For some, the victory may come too late. Though immigrants cannot be deported while their case 

makes its way through immigration court, that protection ends once their appeal reaches the 

federal level. Roughly half of all immigrants who will ultimately prevail in a federal appellate 

court risk being deported while their appeals are pending there.  

⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆⋆ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

First: After the LWV of California Convention held June 1-4, 2017, in Sacramento, a 
conversation began on the need for a state study of the Criminal Justice system in 
California. At present there is no formal committee for this study, so the LWV San 
Francisco and LWV Los Angeles organized an informal group of interested 
Leaguers to encourage active Criminal Justice education and advocacy (where our 
positions support this) at the local, regional and state levels. 
 
One of the resources initially tapped was the Policing Project at NYU Law, which is a 
partnership between the Police Foundation, and the National Urban League to 
conduct a comprehensive, nationwide survey of effective best practices for police-
community engagement, their report can be accessed here: 
https://policingproject.org/engagement-study/. 
 
So far interested Leaguers from up and down the state have participated in two 
webinars to identify areas of interest, to decide how the study should be structured and 
to research current Criminal Justice positions of all the Leagues in the United States. 
The purpose of researching current positions is to determine which of them could be 
adopted by consensus, instead of conducting a new study. The next webinar is 
scheduled for July 24, 2018, at noon.  
 
Locally we have organized a committee of interested members, Becky Newman, Chris 
Collins, Michele Musacchio, and Charlotte Pirch. We welcome any interested members. 
If you are interested contact Charlotte Pirch at dpirch@socal.rr.com. 
 
Second: Our League needs a Lunch with League (LwL)/Event co-manager to work with 
current co-chair, Lura.Dymond. We hope to have a co-chair in place, before the October 
LwL. The co-chairs would meet to with each other to discuss whether there are needed 
changes to the current LwL venue and/or menu, and interface with the venue as needed 
to plan LwL. To volunteer or for more information, please contact Becky Newman:  
beckynewman2222@gmail.com. 
  

http://www.uscourts.gov/statistics-reports/us-courts-appeals-judicial-business-2016
http://www.uscourts.gov/statistics-reports/us-courts-appeals-judicial-business-2016
https://scholarship.law.tamu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1743&context=facscholar
https://scholarship.law.tamu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1743&context=facscholar
http://www.policingproject.org/
http://www.policefoundation.org/
http://nul.iamempowered.com/
https://policingproject.org/engagement-study/
file:///C:/Users/Charlotte/Desktop/Charlotte's%20documents%20o/Charlotte's%20Documents/LWV%20Orange%20Coast%20Voter/Voter%20for%20Website/2018/August%20Sept%202018/dpirch@socal.rr.com
mailto:beckynewman2222@gmail.com
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In case you missed it: 
 

July’s Lunch with the League speaker was Denah Hoard, the first executive director of the 
Orange County (OC) Campaign Finance and Ethics Commission, established by the voters in 
June of 2016. 
 
Denah began by acknowledging that she had voted against the ordinance when it was on the 
ballot – she claimed Shirley Grindle had tried to kick her when she heard that – and that when 
she interviewed for the post she had shared her reservations with the Board of Supervisors – 
who hired her anyway! She noted that before her interview she tried to find the OC Code of 
Ethics – and utterly failed, not even the Clerk of the Board could find it. In fact, she only found 
one county’s Code of Ethics online – Riverside County’s. Our county’s is now on the 
Commission’s website: http://www.ocgov.com/gov/ocethics/ 
 
Denah explained that she oversees Orange County’s:  

• Campaign Reform Ordinance;  

• Lobbyist Registration and Reporting Ordinance;  

• Gift Ban Ordinance; and  

• County Code of Ethics Sections 6 and 9. 
 
The primary work of enforcement is prevention: Informing candidates and officials of the laws, 
pointing out violations and providing remediation plans, which, if followed, end the issue. To that 
end she has produced a Campaign Finance Manual and is working with the Registrar of Voters 
to make it easy to access donation information. She urged us to:  

• Familiarize ourselves with the Commission’s website; 

• Attend their meetings; and  

• Call with questions – with a staff of one she is likely to be the person who answers the 
phone! 

 
For many of us this was a very moving occasion: The League helped establish the 
commission. We followed the reports of Shirley Grindle, who wrote the OC’s TINCUP 
Campaign Finance legislation and long served as an informal watch dog for campaign finance 
and ethics violations in the county. We read newspaper and Grand Jury reports of ethics and 
campaign finance violations. In the fall of 2014 ILO began a League Study of how best to 
monitor campaign finance and ethics. In the fall of 2015, ILO held a series of public meetings to 
report on the Study and adopted a Position which then allowed us to support OC Measure A on 
the June 7, 2016 ballot which passed with 69.6% of the vote and established the Commission.   
 
Denah Hoard was introduced by Wanda Shaffer of North Orange County League, who, with 
Mary Fuhrman, also of NOC, directed the study. Shirley Grindle sat at the head table with them 
– and many members of the Study team attended. At a time when many are discouraged about 
our capacity to move our government in directions favored by the League it was truly moving to 
see that the work of Shirley, several Grand Juries, Common Cause, the League and others 
helped bring about a promising change in Orange County government.  
 

  

http://www.ocgov.com/gov/ocethics/
http://www.ocgov.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=73686
http://www.ocgov.com/gov/ocethics/
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LWV of California Update: 

We strongly support SB 100 

• Although difficult, it is necessary. Burning fossil fuels is not only polluting our air, it is 

changing our climate even faster than scientists predicted. If we do not quickly reduce 

use of fossil fuels, the cost to the economy caused by climate change could be crippling. 

• It is doable. California is already moving quickly to reduce fossil fuel sources for 

electricity. We are currently on track to reach 50 percent zero-carbon sources by 2020, a 

decade before required by SB 350 (De León). 

• SB 100 allows for unforeseen circumstances. By requiring 100% “zero-carbon” and not 

“renewable”, changes in technologies that we have not yet discovered are allowed, such 

as successful sequestration of fossil fuel emissions. Also, the bill allows modifications to 

goals if they cannot be reached or are too costly by 2045, such as an unpredictable surge 

of demand for electricity as we expand the use of electric transportation. 

• B 100 sends clear guidance to business. There is a distinct benefit to send a clear 

message to business that the goal for 100% zero-carbon by 2045 has significant support, 

giving business clear direction for planning. 

• A majority of Californians support SB 100. There is strong public support for 

achieving 100 percent zero-carbon electricity as demonstrated in a July poll by the Public 

Policy Institute of California finding that SB 100 has the support of 76 percent of 

Californians, with overwhelming majorities across both parties. 

Take action today and tell your Assembly Member to vote YES on SB 100 - the 
California Renewable Portfolio Standard Program. 

Help us get a GreatNonprofits 2018 Top-Rated Award, write a review of your 

experience with us!  

If you love our work then tell the world! You have an opportunity to help us make even more of 

a difference in our community. GreatNonprofits-a review site like TripAdvisor-is honoring 

highly reviewed nonprofits with their 2018 Top-Rated Awards. Won't you help us raise visibility 

for our work by posting a review of your experience with us? All reviews will be visible to 

potential donors and volunteers. It’s easy and only takes 3 minutes! 

Visit our online review page to get started! 

Read more » 

 

Together, 

Helen Hutchison, President 

  

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/uploadedFiles/CPUC_Website/Content/Utilities_and_Industries/Energy/Reports_and_White_Papers/Nov%202017%20-%20RPS%20Annual%20Report.pdf
http://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/s_717mbs.pdf
http://www.ppic.org/wp-content/uploads/s_717mbs.pdf
http://out02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjM1Mjc1OC1DNjIxLU0yNDU5OS0tbXVzZWZpc2hlcg0KMzY0NTU2MjE2Njg1MjcxMTg3MTA3NjgyNDU5OTEzNA0KY2QwMDAwMDA0MzBlNTMNCmh0dHBzOi8vd3d3My50aGVkYXRhYmFuay5jb20vZHBnLzYyMS9MaW5rVG9BY3Rpb24uYXNwP2E9MzY0NTU2MjE2Njg1MjcxMTg3MTA3NjgyNDU5OTEzNCZiPTIyMTEwNTEyMzUwDQpBbGVydDIxDQpkcGlyY2hAc29jYWwucnIuY29t
http://out02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjM1Mjc1OC1DNjIxLU0yNDU5OS0tbXVzZWZpc2hlcg0KMzY0NTU2MjE2Njg1MjcxMTg3MTA3NjgyNDU5OTEzNA0KY2QwMDAwMDA0MzBlNTMNCmh0dHBzOi8vd3d3My50aGVkYXRhYmFuay5jb20vZHBnLzYyMS9MaW5rVG9BY3Rpb24uYXNwP2E9MzY0NTU2MjE2Njg1MjcxMTg3MTA3NjgyNDU5OTEzNCZiPTIyMTEwNTEyMzUwDQpBbGVydDIxDQpkcGlyY2hAc29jYWwucnIuY29t
https://lwvc.org/news/help-us-get-greatnonprofits-2018-top-rated-award-write-review-your-experience-us
https://lwvc.org/news/help-us-get-greatnonprofits-2018-top-rated-award-write-review-your-experience-us
https://greatnonprofits.org/org/league-of-women-voters-of-california-education-fund
https://lwvc.org/news/help-us-get-greatnonprofits-2018-top-rated-award-write-review-your-experience-us
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What are Leagues around the U.S. doing? 
 

1) Nearly 280 thousand people in Alabama lost their rights to vote. The LWV of Tennessee Valley 

hosted a Voter Restoration Clinic helping many of them get that right back. 

2) LWVFL and students from the University of Florida and Florida State University are suing the state’s 

top election official in an attempt to overturn a 4-year-old ban on early voting on college campuses. 

3) The LWV of Wake County, NC, is advocating for the ERA, saying, "Something as fundamental as 

the rights of half of the population should not be subject to the legislative whims of the day." 

4) This spring, the LWV of Palo Alto, CA, hosted an event to discuss the ability for electoral 

misinformation, disinformation, and fake news to undermine democracy. Read more about what policy, 

academic, and technology experts had to say, and what you can do to help. 

5) Last week, a federal judge struck down a Kansas law requiring documentary proof of U.S. citizenship 

to vote. The law required individuals who registered to vote to submit further documentary proof of US 

citizenship, such as a passport, birth certificate, or naturalization papers. No other state in the country has 

such aggressive proof of citizenship requirements, and opponents of the law argued that it placed an 

unnecessary barrier between individuals and the voting booth. Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach 

contended that such provisions are necessary to stop voter fraud and prevent non-citizens from registering 

or participating. 

 

Thank you to our LWV of Kansas, who was a plaintiff in this case and has fought tirelessly for years 

against this law. While Kansas voting officials and Secretary of State Kris Kobach have tried to fight the 

federal ruling, Kansans are no longer required to submit proof of citizenship when registering to vote.  

 

6) Last week, the Massachusetts House of Representatives overwhelmingly voted to pass Automatic 

Voter Registration, a law that would require individuals to “opt out” of registering rather than “opt in.” If 

passed, Automatic Voter Registration could add 500,000 additional voters to the rolls. The LWVMA has 

advocated for this legislation tirelessly and are optimistic as Automatic Voter Registration moves to the 

Senate. If passed, Massachusetts would be the 14th state to expand voter registration to every eligible 

citizen. 

7) Public campaign financing will come to the District of Columbia in the 2020 election cycle, and the 

LWV of DC was an active and effective partner in the District-wide coalition that made it happen. The 

late League President Linda Beebe led the effort to gather petition signatures and attend community 

meetings in early 2017. President Linda Beebe and Acting President Alexandra Dickson both testified at 

appropriate Council Hearings.  

Using the information gathered along the way about strong District-wide grassroots support, League 

members effectively lobbied Council members and the Mayor directly. Just weeks before she passed 

away, former President Linda Beebe was actively lobbying Council members. The Council passed the 

legislation in February and Mayor Muriel Bowser signed it into law on March 13, 2018. The Mayor 

included funding to get the program started in the 2019 budget. In the interim, the DC League is 

encouraging candidates to include the matchable amounts for 2020 for the 2018 cycle. 

 

8) LWV of Anchorage has sent a resolution to the State of Alaska asking it to adopt the mail-in ballot for 

the General Election. 

9) LWVFL is "conveying an important message to Puerto Rican newcomers: Your vote matters." 

  

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=tLVCpFHW9OE0aBB6V5EPDEX4Lw7Na2Pr
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Ml%2BzNpcKpBRsfT6SkR6paEX4Lw7Na2Pr
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=XKU%2BJAEuC02tZXfzhMRSLE7VpHBUW7MK
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=XKU%2BJAEuC02tZXfzhMRSLE7VpHBUW7MK
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=93ZUIuWCVD%2Bo1MH8wXRRArNWG0pqAT68
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=93ZUIuWCVD%2Bo1MH8wXRRArNWG0pqAT68
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=QOqXFBzIff6yReXovE4d78aAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=an%2F%2BAGnZjov7BrzxGvaSksaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=an%2F%2BAGnZjov7BrzxGvaSksaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=DJBrEpUSL0v054WN5lxgbZG2FdTcJfU%2B
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=DJBrEpUSL0v054WN5lxgbZG2FdTcJfU%2B
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=sPZfHxm6dYNN8PUYa8Ff7ZG2FdTcJfU%2B
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LWVUS Making News 
 

League Joins Ad Thanking Congressional Champions: The League joined a full-page ad in 

Politico on May 22, 2018. The ad thanks Congressional Champions for standing against attacks 

on public lands and waters in Alaska. The League will continue to work with Congressional 

leaders to defend some of the wildest places left in America including the Tongass Rainforest 

and the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

League Joins Letter Opposing Trump Administration's Rescissions Package: LWVUS 

joined a letter sent to the U.S. House and Senate urging the rejection of a $15.3 billion rescission 

package proposed by the Trump Administration. The package eliminates funds to the Children's 

Health Insurance Program (CHIP), cuts funding to the Center for Medicare and Medicaid 

Innovation and other programs that address public health, education, job training, and housing. 

Parker v. Reema Consulting Services, Inc.: Last week, the LWVUS signed onto the Parker v. 

Reema Consulting Services, Inc. amicus brief, to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit 

challenging a gender-based hostile work environment, retaliatory termination, and discriminatory 

termination under Title VII. The trial court dismissed the complaint holding that a rumor was not 

actionable under Title VII. The LWVUS supports actions that bring laws into compliance with 

ERA, supports the goals of ERA and enforcement of laws that promote greater equality among 

the sexes. 

League Memo Urges Senators to Ask SCOTUS Nominee to Protect Democracy: The League 

sent a memo to the U.S. Senate outlining four questions that should be asked of any U.S. 

Supreme Court nominee during the confirmation process. The questions cover voting rights 

enforcement, the role of the federal courts in the Census and the system of checks and balances, 

and the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Families Belong Together: This month, the League engaged in the immigration crisis on several 

fronts. LWVUS sent a letter to lawmakers on Capitol Hill urging them to vote NO on two pieces 

of very partisan legislation that do not address the tragic situation or reunite families. Last week, 

the House failed to pass one of the bad bills and pulled the other for consideration. Thank you to 

our Lobby Corps for pressuring lawmakers to vote NO and for all of our online engagers who 

took action. This issue is far from resolved, but these bills are bad immigration policy and do not 

reunite families. While President Trump signed an Executive Order to end family separation, the 

order falls short on details and will not resolve the crisis. We encourage you to reach out to 

Congress and tell them to pass the Dream Act now. 

Check out: A Conversation on Redistricting with Ruth Greenwood and Nick Stephanopoulos, 

originally broadcast live at our National Convention on June 28. Greenwood served on the legal 

team for the plaintiffs in Gill v. Whitford and Stephanopoulos created the Efficiency Gap Theory, 

which is the standard the court considered in the Gill v. Whitford case. Both are co-counsel for 

the League of Women Voters of North Carolina in the partisan gerrymandering case, LWV v. 

Rucho. 
 

In League, 

 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=1vJaCoLmiSxms80o3pKSf0X4Lw7Na2Pr
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8m63YA29YsKzChhHCtCLRkX4Lw7Na2Pr
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=n5xZfLCJCm6Z00Y6cQT98ZG2FdTcJfU%2B
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8JXk%2FZdIbdU9CDztwKkF6gAW1Srcm2zy
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=pjKQHiLTuw9Edpqovd7pjsaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=U4L8seX9wgkQvWC4jwlqm8aAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=fjFXsaITQiG8Fb7wqjOFbMaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8xpWfCAM85kYP9ok2TLClcaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=fbepcqIH21nBJZfIfEh0SMaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=fbepcqIH21nBJZfIfEh0SMaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=dB2%2BhDCF9lNxCaLK7J0dZcaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=T8nmpqs3Rg5QTAlGjbbL%2BsaAXA05cuki
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=T8nmpqs3Rg5QTAlGjbbL%2BsaAXA05cuki
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