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Message from your Co-Presidents 

Cindy Marie Absey and Ann Havlik 

Happy New Year, everyone!   
2019 will be a truly exciting year 
for LWV SLOCO, and we are 
honored that you—our mem-
bers—have joined us for that ad-
venture.   

Whether you are new to the 
League or a seasoned veteran, we 
invite you to enhance your 
League experience by joining one 
of our dynamic and community-
engaged committees:  Civil Dis-
course, Voter Service and High 
School Registration, or the newly 
formed 2020 Anniversary Cele-
bration Committee. 

Want to change the negative tone 
in public meetings and discourse?   

The Civil Discourse (CD) team, 
led by Sharon Kimball and Deb 
Humphreys, will continue to of-

fer workshops and provide 
training and materials on civil 
discourse to governmental enti-
ties, local groups and other 
Leagues, as well as staffing the 
“democracy concierge” table at 
SLO City Council meetings on a 
bi-monthly basis. Working with 
this team is an elixir to negative 
public discourse!  

Want to mobilize/educate citi-
zens and the next generation to 
be informed voters? 

Our Voter Service team, led by 
Nancy Welts, will be gearing 
up for the 2020 elections, and 
training members on how to 
conduct candidate forums, pros 
and cons, and voter registration 

“There is no greater right than 

the right to vote. America's de-

mocracy thrives when every eli-

gible voter participates. Through 

voting, you can select your local, 

state, and national leaders and 

ensure that your voice is heard.” 

– California Secretary of State 

Alex Padilla 

According to data provided by 
over 500 Leagues across our na-
tion, the following are highlights 

2018 Election Impact 

Report 

Cont. “Impact,” p. 4 

Cont. “Co-Presidents,” p. 15 
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Did you know Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
acknowledges that her collars car-
ry distinct meanings (Majority 
Opinion and ‘Dissent’ ja-
bots)?  So when RBG sat for the 
most recent Supreme Court por-
trait, internet bloggers negatively 
opined on her choice of a sharp-
edged necklace. 
 
Actually, it was my daughter-in-
law,  Susan Hyman, who added to 
her collection with a touching sto-
ry, now a part of our family lore. 
 
Recently, Hyman went to a 
screening of the documentary 
RGB wearing a piece of Stella 
and Dot jewelry with the Gins-
burg's trademark look in mind. "I 
wore the necklace in tribute to 
RBG because it reminded me of 
some of the 'dissent collars' she 
has worn," Hyman said. 
 

A Personal Connection to Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Necklace 

Marilee Hyman 

After the credits began to roll, 
she felt inspired to take her trib-
ute one step further. She sent 
Ginsburg her Silver Pegasus 
necklace "in appreciation for 
her pioneering life’s work to 
advance women’s equality. I 
wrote that I hoped she would 
wear it with pride and joy." 
 
Unexpectedly Hyman received 
a lovely hand-written note from 

RBG on her official stationery. 
Ginsburg warmly offered “a 
thousand thanks” and expressed 
delight at her “surprise package.” 
She described the necklace as 
“exquisite” and promised “to 
wear it on or off the bench." And 
then, even more unexpectedly, 

[RBG] expressed delight at her 
“surprise package.” She de-
scribed the necklace as 

Ginsberg wore it for one of the 
rare Supreme Court portraits. 
 
Hyman explained,  "In my com-
munity of lawyer moms, RBG is 
larger than life. She is revered as 
a patron saint, Wonder Woman, 
the original and ultimate lawyer 
mom. We even collect RBG ac-
tion figures, mugs, and 'dissent 
collar' pins. A favorite mantra is 
'WWRBGD'—What Would 
RBG Do?” 
 

Membership Memo: Good News / Good News 

Patti Dale 

The good news is that our 
League is growing and the new 
members are more active.  Our 
membership of 130 includes 120 
dues-paying members, two stu-
dents (no dues) and eight life-
time honorary members (no 
dues).  During the past two 
years, our membership has con-
tinued to increase at a rate higher 
than usual, and while that by it-
self is wonderful, the best news 
is that our newest members are 
for the most part highly motivat-

ed and have become active right 
away. Many have stated they 
joined to help register more voters 
while others are more interested in 
working with the Civil Discourse 
programs we have started around 
the county and state.  Also several 
of our newest members manned 
shifts at the three Adopt-a-Polls 
sponsored by our League, which 
for a medium sized League like 
ours was a huge boon to the budg-
et. 

Cont. “Membership,” p.7 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

http://www.lwvslo.org
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2019 LWV SLOCO Planning Meeting Sets Direction for Coming Year 

Co-President Ann Havlik presid-
ed over this year’s Program Plan-
ning meeting on January 26th at 
the United Methodist Church in 
San Luis Obispo. Twenty-eight 
members attended. Ms. Havlik 
welcomed everyone and ex-
plained the purpose of the Pro-
gram Planning meeting–to set pri-
orities for the year ahead, hear 
updates on ongoing projects, con-
sider requests for concurrence 
from other California Leagues, 
and identify national issues that 
we will follow. 
 

Update on 2018–2019 Program 

Ms. Havlik reviewed the progress 
we’ve made on the areas for em-
phasis and action in this year’s 
program. In the area of Voter Em-
powerment and Education, Voter 
Service has been our primary area 

of activity with numerous candi-
date forums and Pros & Cons 
presentations. We also staffed 
three Adopt-a-Polls for the 2018 
midterm elections. Voter regis-
tration has been a great success 
at the high schools and Cuesta 
College. We aren’t resting on 
our laurels, however, and recog-
nize that 2020 will be an even 
greater challenge to the League’s 
Voter Service volunteers, espe-
cially with the primary election 
set for March. To get ready, 
we’ve established a Voter Ser-
vice Review Committee to refine 
our procedures in preparation for 
the 2020 election. 

In the area of Civic Education 
and Defense of Democratic Insti-
tutions and Principles, we’ve 

upgraded our website to provide 
easier access to state and nation-
al League Action Alerts and 
links to government agencies 
and other sources of information 
on public policy. VOTER articles 
on efforts to abolish the Elec-
toral College have kept our 
members informed on that is-
sue.  We participated in Cal 
Poly’s “Is Journalism Broken,” 
Jim Hayes Symposium in Octo-
ber, and Salon Night at New 
Tech High School in Nipomo in 
November. 

In Civil Discourse and the Re-
duction of Political and Social 
Polarization, we’ve also been 
active.  Other Leagues have con-
tinued to request our help in 

Vallerie Steenson 

Cont. “Planning,” p. 9 
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of our impact in the midterm 
elections: 

• 250,000+ voters registered 
in 2018 

• 15,000 election-related 
events, contributing over 
180,000 volunteer hours 

• >1,000 meetings with state 
and elections officials 

• >10 million voters educated 
through the League's outreach 
and our premiere website, 
www.VOTE411.org 

• 1.9 million voters protected 
through advocacy, litigation, 
and education efforts 

• More than 1 million printed 
voter engagement materials dis-
tributed in our communities 

• >500,000 voters directly 
contacted to Get Out the Vote!  
League volunteers in all 50 
states worked to register, in-
form, and protect voters in 2018. 
 
Additionally, we partnered with 
many organizations and compa-
nies to educate and empower 
Californians to register and vote 

in the 2018 elections. We thank 
Voter’s Edge, Maplight, the Cali-
fornia Channel, the California 
State Library, and the League of 
Women Voters of California Edu-

cation Fund for their support with 
Easy Voter Guides that were dis-
tributed in five different languages 
and online access to comprehen-
sive nonpartisan guide to voting 
and election information through 
the Voter’s Edge California web-
site and widget.   

In San Luis Obispo County, we 
held over 25 election-related 
events (voter registration, candi-
date forums, and pros and cons 
presentations); we registered over 
500 new voters; we distributed 
over 1400 Easy Voter Guides in 
print (in both English and Span-
ish) and shared digital access on 
our website and Facebook pages; 
we distributed over 500 Voter’s 
Edge bookmarks; we met with 
local election officials to discuss 

election preparation in our com-
munity, met with regional mem-
bers of Voting Accessibility Ad-
visory Committee to help make 
recommendations for improving 
access to voting and election ma-
terials, staffed three Adopt-a-Poll 
precincts, sent out over 2,000 
text messages/phone calls to vot-
ers with reminders and Get Out 
the Vote messages, and had over 
50 local League members volun-
teer to help us with these election
-related activities.  

Additionally, we partnered with 
San Luis Obispo County Clerk -
Recorder Tommy Gong to cele-
brate National Voter Registration 
Day in September with a procla-
mation to the Board of Supervi-
sors.   

Thanks to all of our amazing vol-
unteers for their incredible work 
on behalf of voters all year 
long. Together, our impact is 
powerful and undeniable. 

“Impact,” from p. 1 

HumanKind, a fair-trade store, 
opened its doors to the League on 
Tuesday, November 28, for 
members to gather and shop with 
20—25% of the night’s sales go-
ing directly to the League.   

Refreshments were provided by 
Ann Havlik, Julie Rodewald, 
Deb Humphreys, and Susan 
Devine. Over 40 members at-
tended along with their family 

and friends, and the League re-
ceived $890 from the shopping 
frenzy. This was the largest 

check HumanKind has ever 
written for their holiday support 

Great Holiday Party on Giving Tuesday 

Julie Rodewald 

Over 40 members attended 

along with their family and 

friends, and the League re-

ceived $890 from the shopping 

frenzy 

of local non-profits. The 
League is thankful to Human-
Kind and its board of directors 
for offering this opportunity to 
local nonprofits and hope our 
members will continue to sup-
port the nonprofit store 
throughout the year. A great 
start on holiday shopping and 
our fundraising efforts!   

Together, our impact is power-

ful and undeniable. 

http://www.VOTE411.org
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GlennaDeane Dovey, a past pres-
ident of our League, passed away 
on December 12, 2018, at the age 
of 92 in San Luis 
Obispo.  GlennaDeane served as 
President of the League of Women 
Voters of San Luis Obispo from 
1973 to 1974. At that time, we had 
not yet become a countywide 
League. She was dedicated to the 
League and to community service. 

GlennaDeane was born in Los An-
geles, attended high school in 
Oxnard, and received her BA in 
sociology from USC.  In 1965, she 
moved to San Luis Obispo and 
joined the League shortly thereaf-
ter. She served on the San Luis 
Obispo City Council for 10 years 
in the 1980s. In 1989, she won the 
Betty Nielson Volunteer of the 
Year Award from Cuesta College 
where she served on the Senior 
Advisory Group for Education 
(SAGE). In 2014, she was hon-
ored by SLOCOG for a combined 
34 years of service as a SLOCOG/
RTA Board member and a mem-
ber of the Regional Transportation 
Advisory Committee. She was al-
so active with Friends of the Li-
brary and the SLO County Genea-
logical Society. 

In the League, as Janet Kourakis 
recalls, GlennaDeane was presi-
dent at a time when we were be-
coming more visible in the com-
munity. It was while GlennaDeane 
was president that the Telegram 
Tribune noted: “If there is one 
thing the League of Women Vot-

ers does before taking a position 
on an issue, it is to study that 
issue with dedicated determina-
tion.” 
 
Trudy Jarratt recalls that 
GlennaDeane was always will-
ing to help out, no matter what 
the job. One story bears this out. 
In 1994, GlennaDeane joined 
the committee to host a delega-
tion of women from Hungary 
visiting the U.S. to study Ameri-
can society and our political 
system.  As she was heading 
home from a committee meet-
ing, her car was hit by a truck, 
and GlennaDeane ended up in 
the hospital. One of the first 
things she did was to call the 
committee chair to say she was 
fine and would continue on the 
committee. 
 
Elinor Kogan recalls that, as 
the daughter of a state hospital 
administrator and a medical of-
fice manager herself, Glenna-
Deane was always interested in 
social welfare issues. She as-
sumed leadership responsibili-
ties on study committees and 
other areas with enthusiasm and 
dedication. She made precision 
and accuracy her highest priori-
ties which made her especially 
good at studies and Pros & 
Cons. 

Marguerite Bader recalls Glen-
naDeane’s generosity.  She was 
always there to help, to give 

generously of her time and exper-
tise to answer questions, offer ad-
vice, and help a new president get 
her footing. She was a font of in-
formation on good League man-
agement, and she was always 
willing to share. 

Marilee Hyman sees Adopt-a-
Poll as one of GlennaDeane’s 
many legacies to our League. She 
started our Adopt-a-Poll program 
in 2003 in preparation for the 
2004 elections. Marilee worked 
with GlennaDeane on Adopt-a-
Poll from the beginning and con-
sidered her a mentor on all things 
League. 
 
We are grateful for her many con-
tributions to our League and our 
community.  We will miss her. 

In Memoriam 

GlennaDeane Dovey 

1926-2018 

GlennaDeane Dovey 

Vallerie Steenson 
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Representative Steve Cohen of 
Tennessee has introduced H.J. 
Resolution 7 into the US House, 
which contains a proposed consti-
tutional amendment to replace the 
Electoral College with direct pop-
ular election of the President and 
Vice President.  If it gains 2/3rds 
support in both houses of Con-
gress and is ratified by at least 38 
states in the ensuing seven years, 
it would become law! 
 

While it represents a long-sought 
priority of the League, the current 
language raises issues that could 
put us in the position of advocat-
ing changes even as we seek to 
build and sustain momentum in 
moving it forward. It is fortunate 
that Section 5 of the proposed 
amendment allows Congress to 
craft companion or follow-up leg-
islation determining "the means of 
holding such elections." However, 

Electoral College Abolition Moving Forward 

Eric Greening 

some of the amendment's lan-
guage appears to foreclose 
needed possibilities. 
 

Section 1 continues the disen-
franchisement of Puerto Ricans 
and other American citizens 
who do not live in a state or in 
the District of Columbia. 
 

Section 3 either conflicts with, 
or tacitly amends, language in 
the 12th Amendment which 
prohibits the President and Vice 
President from both being from 
the same state. 
 

Section 4 tacitly defines a plu-
rality as sufficient to elect a 
ticket; this might foreclose Con-
gress from establishing an in-
stant runoff system to insure 
that any ticket seated is at least 
acceptable to a majority of vot-
ers. 

 

Section 6 provides a role for 
Congress, prior to the election, in 
the event of the "death or any 
other disqualification" of any 
candidate.  It is not clear whether 
"disqualification" would be 
based on language in the 25th 
Amendment, or what might limit 
politically-driven attempts to re-
move candidates from the choic-
es available to voters. It is also 
unclear whether Congress could 
legislate to extend its role to the 
period between the election and 
inauguration of those elected, 
nor whether Congress, in acting, 
would be forced into the distinct 
roles and procedures for each 
house laid out in the 12th 
Amendment. 
 

Section 5's delegation of authori-
ty to Congress could be the key 

Cont. “College,” p.11 

The midterm elections are behind 
us (see 2018 Election Impact Re-
port), and we broke some rec-
ords. According to CBS News, 
over 113 million voters cast their 
ballots marking the first time a 
midterm election broke 100 mil-
lion votes.  That figure would 
translate to a turnout of 49%, an 
enormous increase on the 2014 
midterms where just 36.7% of 
eligible voters cast a ballot 
(historically, midterms experi-
ence much lower turnout than 
presidential elections).  Accord-
ing to the PEW Research Center, 

Latino voters are making up an 
increasing share of the U.S. 
electorate. A record 29 million 
Latinos were eligible to vote in 
the 2018 midterm elections, 
accounting for 12.8% of all 
eligible voters, a new high. 
About one quarter of those La-
tino voters that cast a ballot 
indicated that they were voting 
in a midterm election for the 
first time. Latino voters are 
San Luis Obispo County’s sec-
ond largest demographic. An-
other trend that is happening is 
more people are registering as 

No Party Preference  with al-
most one quarter of our county’s 
voters registered as such.  
Our League is conducting its 
audit of our election activities 
and gathering feedback with the 
newly appointed Voter Service 
Review Committee co-chaired 
by Mary Beth Armstrong and 
Vallerie Steenson with mem-
bers Patti Dale, Marilee Hy-
man, Nancy Welts, and Rose-
mary Wrenn. This committee 
will develop resources, new 

Voter Service Update 

Nancy Welts 

Cont. “Voter Service,” p.13 
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This quarter we welcomed Re-
bekah Venturini, a student at 
Cal Poly who lives in Oceano, 
Jane Worthy, Jean Conway 
and Colby Lindeman all from 
SLO, and Sarah Cawelti of 
Atascadero. So, you can see we 
are attracting members from one 
end of the county to the other. 
This increase in League aware-
ness will be a test for us all; can 
we educate and utilize all the 
new talent that is available now? 
 
In the last issue of the Voter, I 
put out a call for new men-
tors.  The response was under-
whelming! The need for a more 
effective mentoring program 

was listed by all four planning 
groups at Program Planning this 
year.  However, most of our new-
est members are still waiting to 
be contacted by a League mentor. 
This time it is the older members 
who need to step up. Can you 
help by mentoring one or two of 
our new members?  Contacting 
them by phone or in person at a 
coffee date to answer questions 
and give them encouragement to 
use their talents for the good of 
the League? If so, please contact 
Patti Dale, pati-
caake@gmail.com, or 805 772 
3701 to volunteer for this im-
portant service.  

“Membership, cont. from p.2 

This year and next will see a lot of 
activities surrounding the passage 
of the 19th Amendment and the 
founding of The League of Wom-
en Voters. Our own chapter–LWV 
SLOCO--will definitely be in-
volved in these celebrations. 

Just a year from this coming Val-
entine’s Day, we will remember 
and celebrate 100 years since the 
founding of the LWV.  What a 
perfect date: a day to celebrate 
kindness and 
love. In her 
address to the 
National 
American 
Woman Suf-
frage Associ-
ation's 
(NAWSA) 
50th conven-
tion in St. 
Louis, Mis-
souri, on March 24, 1919, Presi-
dent Carrie Chapman Catt pro-
posed the creation of a league of 
women voters to "finish the fight" 
and aid in the reconstruction of the 
nation.  The next year, on Febru-
ary 14, 1920, the League was for-
mally organized in Chicago as the 
National League of Women Vot-
ers. 

That was just eight months after 
Congress passed the 19th Amend-
ment on June 4, 1919, guarantee-
ing women the right to vote.  The 
amendment was then sent to the 
states for ratification with Califor-

A Cause for Celebration 

Janice Carr 

100 Years of Women’s 

Right to Vote and the 

Founding of the LWV 

Carrie C. Catt 

Cont. “Celebration,” p. 8 

Interview: Jacqueline Vitti Frederick 

Jacqueline Vitti Frederick 

David Humphreys 

Jacqueline Frederick, lawyer 
and president of the Latino Out-
reach Council, talked with the 
VOTER about her long-term 
passion to support the Latino 
community. Ms. Frederick has 
been a member of the League 
since 2001 and was the keynote 
speaker at the League’s October 
meeting. She is a Civil Litiga-
tion and Trial Attorney with 
over thirty years of experience 
in personal injury, product lia-
bility, and domestic violence, 
among other types of cases.  

The Latino Outreach Council 
serves as a resource network, 
building bridges between re-
sources and the Latino commu-
nity and is committed to sup-
porting and offering community 
events to educate and raise cul-
tural awareness in our County. 

To watch her inter-

view, please click on 

this link. 

mailto:paticaake@gmail.com
mailto:paticaake@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/320564686/0b5bb86836
https://vimeo.com/320564686/0b5bb86836
https://vimeo.com/320564686/0b5bb86836
https://vimeo.com/320564686/0b5bb86836
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Our sincere thanks to these 
generous members and friends 
of our League. You make it 
possible for us to do what we 
do. Thank you! 

Dawn Legg 

Emily Penfield 

Cris Smith 

This wonderful support from 
such dedicated members is 
greatly appreciated. 

 nia being the 11th state to ratify it 
on November 1, 1919. On August 
18, 1920, Tennessee was the 36th 
and final state needed to make it 
the law of the land.  Eight days lat-
er it became effective when the 
Secretary of State certified the rati-
fication of the amendment. 

There will be many opportunities 
in 2019 and 2020 to celebrate these 
amazing achievements. The LWV 
SLOCO Board of Directors has 
established a committee to help 
guide these activities. The co-
chairs are Juliane McAdam and 
Janice Carr, with Ruth Nimeh 
and Wilda Rosene rounding out 
the main steering committee.  The 
committee will be looking for oth-
er members of our League and in 
the community to help make these 
two 100th anniversaries truly mem-
orable. 

“Celebration,” from p. 7 

Our local League joined 38 other 
organizations in Call to Action 

Alley on Saturday, January 19, 
2019, for the Truth to Power Ral-
ly.   

Although Co-President Ann 

Havlik arrived at the event early, 
we were assigned the last possi-
ble space which happened to be 

in the shade of a large tree on a 
rather frigid day. However, the 
cold did not dampen the spirits of 

our League members or those 
who stopped by to discuss voter 
registration, League membership. 
and to thank LWV for our work 

and support of voting rights.   

   Thanks go out to Patti Dale, 
Julie Rodewald, Mary Beth 

Armstrong, Ann Havlik, Deb 

Humphreys, Gary and Val-

lerie Steenson for staffing the 

booth and the many other 
League members who stopped 
by to offer support.   

We handed out numerous 

membership brochures, civil 
discourse pamphlets, and reg-
istered 10 voters, mostly Cal 

Poly students just turning 18.   

The highlight of the day was 
seeing our “Future Voter” 
stickers on the many children 

attending the rally.  Although 
most of us working the booth 
missed the speeches and enter-
tainment, it was a worthwhile 

effort for our League’s visibil-
ity, and we were proud to be a 
part of this empowering event. 

League of Women Voters SLO participates in 

Truth to Power: Voices of Resistance Call to 

Action Alley. 

 

Top Left: Patti Dale, Ann Havlik, 

Deb Humphreys 

Top Right: Emily Olsen and 

Alexis Perales 

Bottom Left: the League Booth 
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starting their own Civil Discourse 
efforts. A major Civil Discourse 
win was the Regional Code of Ci-
vility signed by the Board of Su-
pervisors and countywide mayors 
in late June. Based on the 
League’s Civil Discourse precepts 
and with the support of the SLO 
Chamber of Commerce, this Code 
is making a difference in how 
public officials are conducting 
themselves. We’re continuing the 
Democracy Concierge service at 
SLO City Council meetings and 
mounting a campaign to have our 
Civil Discourse position adopted 
by concurrence at the LWVC 
Convention in May. 
 

As for League Recruitment, Expo-
sition and Exposure, we have 130 
members, an increase of 21 over 
the 109 we had at last year’s Pro-
gram Planning meeting. We held 
a new member orientation in Sep-
tember and have started a mentor 
program to help new members 
learn about and become involved 
in League activities. Even in the 
midst of all the Voter Service ac-
tivities, we managed to make 
presentations “About the League” 
to women’s groups in Morro Bay 
and Nipomo.  We have another 
one scheduled for March with the 
SLO Soroptimists Club.  With the 
100th Anniversary of the League 
and Women’s Suffrage, we’ll 
have even more opportunities to 
publicize the history and work of 
the League. 
 

Ms. Havlik announced that six 
members have signed up to attend 
a regional workshop on local ad-
vocacy and the next 100 years of 
the League of Women Voters in 
Santa Barbara on February. 
LWVC President Helen 

Hutchinson will lead the work-
shop.  
 
Eric Greening commended the 
League for our letter on afford-
able housing and reported that 
the Board of Supervisors will 
consider their next steps to im-
plement the program in March, 
and Janice Carr announced 
that the committee to plan for 
the 100th Anniversary has start-
ed its work. She will be looking 
for more members and non-
members to get involved. 
 

National & State Issues: 

We discussed national issues, 
primarily efforts to abolish the 
Electoral College, and the re-
quests for support from other 
California Leagues. Mr. 
Greening reported that a reso-
lution to abolish the Electoral 
College and replace it with a 
popular vote for president has 
been introduced in the House of 
Representatives. It’s an imper-
fect proposal, but a move for-
ward.  Mr. Greening has writ-
ten an article on the current 
state of play that on page 6 of 
this VOTER.  He noted that we 
are not yet authorized to lobby 
in support of a specific pro-
posal, but we can do public ed-
ucation on the issue. 
 

Nancy Welts presented a re-
quest for concurrence from 
LWVC on a Criminal Justice 
position to be presented at the 
LWVC Convention. A 
statewide taskforce has devel-
oped the position which sup-
ports “a criminal justice system 
that is just, effective, equitable, 
transparent, and that fosters 
public trust at all stages, includ-

ing policing practices, pre-trial 
procedures, sentencing, incarcera-
tion, and re-entry.”  We have a 
local position on Law Enforce-
ment, but it deals with only coun-
ty law enforcement. Having this 
position available to us, we will 
be able to advocate and act on 
issues involving municipal police 
forces as well. We’ve wanted to 
be able to do this for a long time. 
 

Julie Rodewald presented a re-
quest for concurrence from LWV 
Sacramento on a new position on 
the election process.  The current 
state position supports “election 
systems that require the winner to 
receive a majority of the votes as 
long as the majority is achieved 
using a voting system such as In-
stant Runoff Voting rather than a 
second, separate runoff election.” 
The new position is less restric-
tive, more flexible.  It doesn’t 
support any one method and pro-
vides local Leagues with more 
opportunities for action to support 
various alternative election meth-
ods as long as that method 
“encourages participation, is veri-
fiable and auditable, and enhanc-
es representation for all voters.” 
One caution, a local League 
would have to seriously study any 
proposed election method before 
supporting or opposing it. 
 

Sharon Kimball reported that 
we, too, have asked other 
Leagues to support a position by 
concurrence–our local position on 
Civil Discourse.  We sent our re-
quest that they consider endorsing 
our position at their Program 
Planning meetings to 58 Califor-
nia Leagues. We’ve received 

“Planning,” from p. 3 
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some positive responses and 
some questions.  If successful at 
the state level, we’ll try again to 
have Civil Discourse included in 
LWVUS positions. 
 

Café Dialogue:  Deb Hum-
phreys, the facilitator for the café 
format discussion, explained the 
process and introduced the table 
hosts: Mary Beth Armstrong, 
Sharon Kimball, Richard 
Moore, Julie Rodewald, and 
Nancy Welts.  She announced 
the purpose of the exercise: to 
provide an opportunity for mem-
bers to tell us what is going well 
and where we need to improve, 
where we should direct our re-
sources and how we can keep 
members involved and motivat-
ed.  There were two questions. 
We broke into small groups for 
three rounds of dialogue on each 
question, facilitated by the table 
hosts. We summarized the results 
of our discussions on flip charts, 
and a spokesperson from each 
table reported on the results of 
the discussion at their table. 
 

Question #1: “What’s working 
well with current programming 
that keeps you involved?” 
 

Consensus on what is working 
well focused on Voter Ser-
vice.  Everyone agreed that the 
various voter service activities–
voter registration, especially in 
the high schools, the candidate 
forums, Pros & Cons presenta-
tions, Adopt-a-Poll opportunities, 
Voter’s Edge–were why they 
joined the League and what keeps 
them involved.  Also working 
well and important to our mem-

bers’ commitment to the League 
is Civil Discourse. Several mem-
bers commented that the League 
provided a “safe space” for dis-
cussion of serious issues, a space 
that encourages participation be-
cause it is welcoming. Members 
also appreciated the difference 
League efforts have made with 
public officials who are now 
more aware of the need for civili-
ty in public life and the work-
shops that the CD Team has con-
ducted.  Members reported they 
enjoyed the general meetings–the 
brunch/lunch events with good, 
knowledgeable speakers–that al-
lowed members to socialize as 
well as be informed. The more 
informal events–the new mem-
bers get-together, and the holiday 
party–were also favorably com-
mented upon. 
 

Question #2: “In what ways 
could our programming better 
serve your interests, needs, and 
motivation to contribute?” 
 

Members expressed an interest in 
more training in Voter Service 
and Civil Discourse activities so 
they would feel more comfortable 
being involved–training for the 
various roles in candidate forums, 
for Pros & Cons presentations, 
for the Democracy Concierge 
program, and for handling issues 
and disruptions that arise at can-
didate forums. They supported 
incorporating Civil Discourse 
training into training for Voter 
Service so members feel 
equipped to handle situations that 
arise at forums.  We should hold 
leadership training for board po-
sitions to encourage members to 

join the board. We need to use all 
the tools we have to communicate 
with our members–emails, alerts, 
Action Alerts from state and na-
tional, the VOTER, and encourage 
use of our website.  We need to do 
more to ensure members are aware 
of events, activities, and opportu-
nities for volunteering through a 
widely publicized League calen-
dar. The Mentor Program should 
be expanded for new members; 
personal contact is best to encour-
age new members to feel comfort-
able and get involved. Small group 
discussions can bring members 
with similar interests togeth-
er.  Outreach is important. We 
should reach out to other commu-
nity organizations and de-
mographics to explain the League 
and League programs–to men and 
younger populations, including 
through an internship program.  A 
Speakers Bureau can show people 
who we are and why the communi-
ty needs us–fact-based information 
in a civil environment where issues 
are discussed calmly and respect-
fully–that’s the League “brand.” 
Issue-based programming, public 
information forums, on topics of 
importance to the community can 
increase visibility and reinforce 
our message. 
 

Conclusion 

Our local program will be based 
on the three areas identified above
–training, member engagement, 
and community visibility and out-
reach. 
Ms. Welts moved that we recom-
mend that LWVC adopt by con-
currence at the LWVC convention 
the new position on Criminal Jus-
tice developed by the LWVC task-

“Planning,” from p. 9 
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force.  Marilee Hyman se-
conded the motion which 
passed by voice vote. Ms. 
Welts also moved that we rec-
ommend that LWVC adopt by 
concurrence at the LWVC con-
vention the new position on 
Voter Representation and the 
Election Process developed by 
LWV Sacramento to replace 
the current state position on 
Election Systems. Ms. Rode-
wald seconded the motion 
which passed by voice vote. If 
these positions are adopted by 
concurrence at the state con-
vention, we will be able to use 
them locally. 
 

Members identified national 
issues that they would like to 
focus on when providing infor-
mation to our membership. 

They are: 1) abolition of the 
Electoral College and replace-
ment with a popular vote; 2) 
campaign finance reform and 
money in politics (what can we 
do locally?); 3) passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment–now 
is the time, in time for the 100th 
Anniversary of women’s right to 
vote. 
 

Next Step 

Ms. Humphreys and Board Sec-
retary Vallerie Steenson will 
consolidate the results of the dis-
cussion and present them to the 
Board for approval.  A proposed 
program for 2019-2020 will be 
included in the Annual Meeting 
packet to be voted on at the An-
nual Meeting on June 8, 2019. 

“Planning,” from p. 10 

to needed changes and clarifica-
tions. It could also give Con-
gress the ability, whose use we 
should encourage, to set up a 
nationwide process of certifying 
the popular vote for President 
and Vice President, which has 
always been the responsibility of 
individual states. In addressing 
"the manner of holding such 
elections," they should be en-
couraged to require that all pres-
idential and vice presidential 
ballots in all jurisdictions be in a 
form immune to hacking or oth-

er secret manipulation, and 
amenable to a re-
count. Advocating for this is in 
line with the League’s national 
position supporting uniform na-
tional qualifications and proce-
dures. 
 

The takeaways? 
 

1. Celebrate and spread the 
news!  This could be a propi-
tious time for Leagues at all lev-
els to engage in public educa-
tion campaigns on Electoral 
College abolition. 
 

2. Deploy the League's most 
astute legal minds to determine 
whether changes are needed in 
the language of the proposed 

amendment, or whether League 
goals of clarity, fairness, and accu-
racy could be achieved solely 
through companion or follow-up 
legislation. 
 

3. Once it is clear to us that the 
amendment's language is or has 
been made right, advocate for 
Congress to pass, and for the 
states to ratify, this amendment. 
 

4. Pay close attention to what 
needs to be accomplished in com-
panion or follow-up legislation, 
and, if we have the opportunity, 
help craft such legislation, and ad-
vocate for it throughout the pro-
cess. 
 

5. Divert League energy away 
from the National Popular Vote 

“College,” from p. 6 

It could also give Congress the 

ability, whose use we should 

encourage, to set up a nation-

wide process of certifying the 

popular vote for President and 

Vice President, which has al-

ways been the responsibility of 

individual states  

Interstate Compact now that the 
ultimate goal of Electoral College 
abolition is in sight rendering in-
terim semi-solutions redundant. If 
activated, the NPVIC would al-
most certainly be litigated, and 
would likely lead to the Supreme 
Court, not the people, selecting 
the next President and Vice Presi-
dent. In con-
trast, a consti-
tutional amend-
ment would be 
the unques-
tioned law of 
the land and 
would leapfrog 
over any imperfect interim 
measures to bring the choice of 
President and Vice President di-
rectly to We, the People! 
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This has been a busy month for 
the League’s voter registration 
efforts. In late December we were 
notified we were among the recip-
ients of another National Educa-
tion Fund grant for our High 
School Voter Registration Pro-
gram in the amount of $600, 
which will be a supplement to the 
$800 grant received in 2016. 
These funds will be used to pur-
chase newly designed pledge 
cards, more signage for our pop-
up tent enclosure, and future costs 
of reaching out to students about 
upcoming elections.          

On January 19, our members 
joined many other organizations 
in Call to Action Alley for the 
Truth to Power Rally.  It was a 
beautiful sunny day after almost a 
week of rain, and our new pop-up 
tent enclosure, with its prominent 
“Register to Vote Here” sign, pro-
vided very welcome shade to our 
members. There were an estimat-
ed 5,000 people at the rally and 
march, many of them young peo-
ple. We handed out numerous 
membership brochures, civil dis-
course pamphlets, and registered 9 
voters, several of whom had just 
turned 18.  One young woman 
was so excited when she found 
out she could pre-register to vote 
before her upcoming 18th birth-
day. The highlight of the day was 
offering our “Future Voter” stick-
ers to young people and being 
told, “I am already registered to 
vote and I voted in Novem-
ber!”      

The League was invited to partici-
pate in the inaugural Cuesta Col-
lege Resource Fair, held on Janu-
ary 30 at the SLO Campus and on 

January 31 at the Paso Robles 
campus. There were approxi-
mately 25 organizations repre-
sented to offer information and 
resources to students for every-
thing from legal advice to to-
bacco cessation programs. It 
was great to be included in the 
many organizations reaching 
out to this student population. 
League members answered 
questions about League mem-
bership, the Voter’s Edge web-
site resource, and elections in 
general, and registered 5 voters, 
including one 36-year-old who 
was registering for the first 
time. One young man stopped 
by our table to thank the League 
for our visit to Nipomo High 
School last year, which inspired 
him to register and vote in the 
November 2018 election.     

The 2019 high school registra-
tion efforts started with two 
presentations at San Luis High 
School on January 30, where 
League members registered 48 

students and 42 students com-
pleted pledge cards which al-
lows them to receive reminders 
about upcoming elections. 
There were several that voted in 
the 2018 General election, and 
they were excited to share with 
the class their Election Day sto-
ry and how easy it was to vote. 
When asked how it felt to vote, 
one young woman replied, “I 
finally felt like an adult.”        

These events provided great ex-
posure for the League and of-
fered our members the oppor-
tunity to encourage voter regis-
tration and promote the active 
participation in our democracy. 
Many thanks go out to Patti 
Dale, Ann Havlik, Gary 
Steenson, Vallerie Steenson, 
Evy Justesen, Rosemary 
Wrenn, Juliane McAdam, 
Janice Carr, Carol Schmidt, 
Tom Sherry and Deb Sherry 
for their enthusiastic energy in 
these efforts.       

Julie Rodewald 

Busy Month for the League’s Voter Registration Efforts 

LWV Voter Registration Booth at Cuesta College 
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Like Us on  

Facebook! 

 

Check us out at  LWVSLO at 

www.facebook.com 

 

training materials, and conduct 
strategic planning for the 2020 
elections.  

Speaking of upcoming elections, 
our Presidential Primary Election 
in California is March 3, 2020, 
which is just over a year away. 

“Voter Service,” cont. from p. 6 

San Luis Obispo County  
Demographics   

San Luis Obispo County, CA is 
home to a population of 282,887 
people, from which 95.5% are 
citizens. The ethnic composition 
of the population of San Luis 
Obispo County, CA is composed 
of 195,618 White residents 
(69.2%), 63,172 Hispanic resi-
dents (22.3%), 10,473 Asian res-
idents (3.7%), 7,059 Two+ resi-
dents (2.5%), and 4,853 Black 
residents (1.72%).  

Resources:  Data USA  

https://datausa.io/profile/geo/san
-luis-obispo-county-ca/#top 

In December, while sugar plums 
were nestled all snug in their beds, 
Martha Cox, long-time supporter 
and promoter of Civil Discourse –
member of the LWVC Board and 
LWV of North County San Diego 
–approached our Co-Presidents, 
Ann Havlik and Cindy Marie 
Absey, and 1st Vice President and 
Director of Civil Discourse, Sha-
ron Kimball, about reaching out 
to the Presidents of all the 
Leagues in the State of California 
–asking them to not only adopt 
our League’s Civil Discourse 
Study by Concurrence, but to also 
recommend that the LWVC adopt 
our CD Study by concurrence at 
their LWVC Convention in May 
this year.  

 

As a result of a very civil holi-
day collaboration, Presidents 
Ann Havlik and Cindy Marie 
Absey, 1st Vice President, Sha-
ron Kimball, Voter Services 
Director, Nancy Welts, and our 
excellent Secretary, wordsmith 
and Ghost Writer, Vallerie 
Steenson, were able to finalize 
and email a cover letter, posi-
tion statement, and resource 
guide to the Presidents of all the 
Leagues in the state of Califor-
nia to present for consideration 
at their Annual Program Plan-
ning Meeting. Following are 
excerpts from our League’s cov-
er letter: 

Dear League President: 

The League of Women Voters of 
San Luis Obispo County (LWV 
SLOCO) respectfully requests 
the following action by your 
League: 

That during your upcoming pro-
gram planning session, your 
members consider prioritizing 
the adoption of LWV SLOCO’s 
position on Civil Discourse dur-
ing your League’s upcoming 
program planning meetings in 
preparation for the 2019 LWVC 
Convention.  

For more on the LWVC concur-
rence procedure, see http://
archive.lwvc.org/lwvonly/docs/
program-planning-2017-19-
policy-P-12-on-concurrence.pdf. 

BACKGROUND 

The current and widespread deg-
radation of basic courtesy and 

LWV of San Luis Obispo County Promotes The Adoption by  

Concurrence of their CD Study 

Sharon E. Kimball 

Cont. “Concurrence, “p. 14 
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civility in public discourse un-
dermines both citizens’ active 
participation in government as 
well as the League of Women 
Voters’ commitment to diversity, 
equity and inclusion–a focus of 
the 2018 National Convention.  
“Civil discourse” and “diversity, 
equity and inclusion” are interre-
lated principles supporting and 
promoting respect for differ-
ences, outreach to diverse 
groups, empowering underrepre-
sented groups, and identifying 
hidden bias. 

During the 2012 mid-term elec-
tion, members of LWV SLOCO 
became concerned about the ten-
or of the campaigns and the rise 
of incivility in political discourse 
and decided to undertake a study.  
The 2016 election and again the 
recent election cycle have con-
firmed the need for a call to ci-
vility.  Even League candidate 
forums have experienced serious 
breaches of courtesy and civility.  
We can expect more disturbing 
incidents like this during the 
2020 election cycle unless we 
develop and adopt strategies to 
promote respectful and construc-
tive communication. 

OUR PROCESS 

In June 2014, the LWV SLOCO 
completed a “Study of Civil Dis-
course in San Luis Obispo Coun-
ty” – an intensive, year-long 
grassroots study of civil dis-
course and its impact on citizen 
participation in our democracy.  
We reached consensus on a defi-
nition and best practices that re-
sulted in an update to our exist-
ing position on Government that 
now includes the statement 
“Promote civil discourse through 

action and education for all 
government bodies, staff and 
citizens for the purpose of im-
proved public policy decisions 
and processes.  Civil discourse 
means, at a minimum, mutually 
respectful, courteous, construc-
tive and orderly communica-
tion”.  Once our update to our 
existing position on Govern-
ment was approved by our 
membership, we placed the 
“Study of Civil Discourse in 
San Luis Obispo County” on 
the LWVCEF Clearinghouse 
website for other leagues to 
access. 

THE RESPONSE 

After the LWV SLOCO ac-
cepted our Civil Discourse 
Study and adopted our Civil 
Discourse position, our Civil 
Discourse (CD) Committee 
convened workshops for Mon-
terey, Tulare, Kern, Fresno and 
Merced county Leagues and 
participated in a CD panel in 
Santa Barbara.  North County 
San Diego’s League adopted 
civil discourse language as part 
of their Education position, and 
both Oregon and Washington 
state leagues have adopted the 
LWV SLOCO’s position by 
concurrence.  The Snohomish 
County League in Washington 
state has translated our civil 
discourse brochure – “Civil 
Discourse in the Public Area: 
Effective Ideas and Solutions” 
-- into Spanish and made the 
translation available to other 
leagues.  Four leagues repre-
sented by the Leagues of 
Women Voters of Santa Clara 
County Council (San Jose, Palo 
Alto, Los Altos/Mountain 

View and Cupertino/Sunnyvale) 
created a Civil Discourse Com-
mittee, established a charter, 
and held workshops for League 
and community members on 
civil discourse topics. 

Other CA Leagues have re-
quested CD materials and are 
considering adoption or incor-
poration of CD principles in 
their existing positions.  As rec-
ommended by our league, the 
San Luis Obispo County Board 
of Supervisors and all 7 city 
councils in SLO County adopt-
ed codes of civility, including a 
countywide “Regional Code of 
Civility”. 

We have communicated exten-
sively with other organizations 
and Leagues active in civil dis-
course and believe this is the 
time for the LWVC to adopt the 
LWV SLOCO’s Civil Dis-
course position by concurrence, 
thereby allowing Leagues 
throughout California to take a 
position and advocate for civil 
discourse in their communities. 

WHAT’S NEXT 

Once the LWVC adopts the 
Civil Discourse position by con-
currence, your local League will 
be able to engage in the process 
of education and advocacy in 
your community with respect to 
codes of conduct, civility guide-
lines, and other strategies to im-
prove courteous and respectful 
public discourse.  We will also 
be empowered to educate and 
influence our elected officials in 
all jurisdictions, thereby repli-

“Concurrence,” from p. 13 
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cating the principles of civil dis-
course throughout our communi-
ties. 

We will keep you posted on the 
outcome of our request to 
Leagues in California. In the 
meantime, our League will con-
tinue to promote civil discourse 
here in San Luis Obispo County 
through our Democracy Conci-
erge Service at the San Luis 
Obispo City Council and our 
Civil Discourse Workshops. We 
are looking into new projects and 
services for this year. We will 
share more about these new pro-
jects in the next VOTER. If you 
have ideas or suggestions about 
civil discourse projects or if you 
would like to participate in any 
of our ongoing projects, please 
contact our Director of Civil Dis-
course, Sharon E. Kimball, by 
email at sha-
ron.e.kimball@gmail.com or by 
phone at 989-780-3669. 

Finally, if you like to be on the 
“inside track” of decision-making 
and organizational planning, please 
consider being a candidate for the 
board of directors. We have two 
vacancies currently, as well as the 
capacity for a larger board. We 
meet monthly from 2-4:30 pm the 
first Friday of each month in SLO.  
We invite members with all levels 
of League experience to consider 
board service; we provide mentor-
ship and benefit from members 
with a wide range of knowledge 
and skill-sets. Please contact presi-
dent@lwvslo.org to find out more. 

 
We look forward to an action-
packed year and invite your in-
volvement on any level that works 
for you. The League’s success is a 
direct result of YOUR dedication to 
the democratic principles we cher-
ish—and together, we will accom-
plish great things!      

LWV SLOCO—Events Calendar 

February 1 Board Meeting  

February 2 LWVC Local Advocacy Training Santa Barbara 

February 5 Democracy Concierge Service SLO City Hall 

February 19 Democracy Concierge Service SLO City Hall 

February 27 Voter Registration Lopez High School 

March 1 Board Meeting  

March 1 Voter Registration  Nipomo High School 

March 2 Templeton Area Advisory Group Election Templeton 

March 5 Democracy Concierge Service SLO City Hall 

March 5 League Presentation at Soroptimists Club  

March 9  Women’s Wall of Fame Luncheon Madonna Inn 

March 12 Cayucos Citizens Advisory Council Elec-

tion 

Cayucos 

March 19 Democracy Concierge Service SLO City Hall 

“Concurrence,” from p. 14 

events. The High School Voter 
Registration team, spearheaded 
by Julie Rodewald, visits local 
high schools and Cuesta College 
to inform students about civics 
and voting, and registers young 
people to vote. Working with 
this team will give you hope for 
the future of our democracy!  

Want to commemorate the histo-
ry of women's’ voting rights in 
America and the inception of the 
League?  The 2020 Celebration 
Committee will be planning spe-
cial community events and cre-
ating promotional materials to 
commemorate two milestone 
centennial events: the enactment 
of the 19th amendment and the 
creation of the LWVUS.   

Working with this group will be 
engaging and honor the history 
of voting rights for women and 
the League’s dedication to de-
mocracy in action!  

Cont. “Co-Presidents,” from p. 1 
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□  I want to support the work of the League of 

Women Voters with a donation of   $                 .  

Make Payment to: 

League of Women Voters San Luis Obispo County 

(LWV of SLO County) 

P.O. Box 4210 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93403 

Thank You for Your Support! 

Membership in the LWV of SLO County entitles you 

to national, state, and local membership in the 

League. Membership extends from July 1 of any 

calendar year through June 30 of the next year. 

The League is nonpartisan. We 

do not support or oppose can-

didates.  Join us! Add your 

voice to the work of the most 

respected and effective grass-

roots organization.  

Name:  

Address: 

City:     Zip: 

Phone: 

Email: 
                           (Very Important) 

□  Do not include my information in the 

League  

Directory. 

Please select your class of Membership. 

A voting member is at least 18 and a citizen. 

Annual Dues: 

 $70.00 Individual Annual Membership 

 $120.00 Two-member Household 

 $25.00 Associate Member 
              (Under 18 or not a citizen) 

 

LWVSLO is a 501 (C)3 organization, and dues are tax 

deductible for those who itemize. 

Board of Directors 2018-2019 
Ann Havlik Co-President (2017-19)    Cindy Marie Absey Co-President (2018-19) 

Sharon Kimball 1st Vice President 

Civil Discourse (2017-

2019) 

   Debora Humphreys 2nd Vice President 

Community Education 

(2018-20) 

Mary Beth Armstrong Treasurer (2018-20)    Vallerie Steenson Secretary  (2017-19) 

   Nancy Welts Voter Services (2018-20)    Julie Rodewald At Large (2018-20) 

Richard Moore Communications Director 

(2018-20) 

   David Humphreys VOTER Editor (2018-20) 

Patti Dale Membership Director 

(2018-2020) 

  

Join the League 


