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President's Letter

Dear League Members, 

As I approach the end of my term as president, I find myself

reflecting on how much my knowledge of and respect for the

work of the League has grown over the years.  Since joining the League 10 years

ago, I have served as president 5 of those years. While I have thoroughly enjoyed

this leadership opportunity, I am happy to report that our Membership Director,

Aileen Kao, and our Voter Services work, spearheaded by Sophia Kao, have

recruited a new group of members ready to assume leadership roles. Gratefully,

we also have many long time members who continue to serve on the Board and

represent our League at local, county and state levels. But, the health and

sustainability of any organization is dependent on new leaders bringing in new

ideas to enrich the organization. I am grateful that new leadership has emerged

and am confident of their success. I am also grateful that my League membership

has made me a much better, more informed voter. My hope is that all who join the

League experience the same growth in knowledge and also have the same

opportunities to lead and meet incredible volunteers at all levels of the League

who are committed to the League’s work and inspire others to work hard and

promote the League.

 

Two important meetings are coming up in June: the biennial LWVC

Convention and our own Annual Meeting. More information about both of these

events is detailed in the Upcoming Events section below, but I do want to

encourage many of our members to attend the LWVC Convention. Normally, we

can only afford to fund our Voting Delegates’ attendance but, this year, since it is

a virtual meeting, we can support attendance by many more non-voting

delegates. It’s not too late to sign up at http://lwvc.wordpress.com.

 

Our Annual Meeting will also be virtual this year. Please mark your calendars

right now and reserve Saturday, June 26 from 10:00 AM to noon for this event.

The goal is to have as many members as possible to attend this very important

meeting. You do need to register in advance and will receive the link to the

program once you do so. Do come and meet our new Board, vote on two very

important issues -  conversion to a 501c3 and changes to our by-laws - and learn

about our Annual Helga Ruby Award Recipient.  Register here.

Eleanor Yick, President

Thank You to Our Finance Drive Donors

Our League is so grateful to the following donors to our 2021 Finance Drive! It is

generous donors who provide us with the resources to offer our many programs

throughout the  year and support the League’s primary mission of educating

voters and making sure that all who are eligible to vote are registered to do so

and have access to do so. The total amount donated was $3,616.

 

Thank you Donors; Virginia Carpio, Marcia Cita, Jackie Costanzo, Kay Duffy,

Margaret Ford, Dan Furtado, Wendy & Dan Hendry, Julie Hua, JT

Foundation,Aileen Kao, Linda King, Courtney Monk, Danice & Tom Picraux,

Rochelle Rubenstein, Michelle Shimada, Joe Simitian, Shayne Somavia, Anne & Al

Stewart, Eleanor & Dave Yick, Judy & Terry Zaccone.

League Response to Recall Campaigns

In response to many inquiries made about the League’s position on recall

elections, LWVC published the following edited statement: 

“A recall is a valid electoral pathway and therefore the League cannot comment as

per our non-partisan policy.” In other words, members acting in their capacity as a

League member are advised to stay neutral on the recall. 

 

A recall is different from a referendum, in that referendums deal with an issue

and is a space that the League is allowed to take a position on. We don't engage in

recalls because they deal with candidates and the process is legally valid. The

League would only comment if the process was not valid, or if the campaign

engaged in questionable practices to qualify

It is known that many of you feel strongly that you need to take a position on one

or more of these campaigns. This guidance and clarification is not meant to

dissuade you from participating with other organizations, or in your individual

capacity as a constituent and voter.

*You are just not able to advocate, support, or oppose the recall on behalf of the League

or when speaking as a League member."

Ashley Raveche, League of Women Voters of California

Deputy Director of Social Policy

Annual Membership Renewal

It is time for our members to renew their membership for the 2021-2022 fiscal

year. Very shortly, you will  receive a renewal letter from our Membership

Director, Aileen Kao, detailing how to renew by mail or online via our website.  As

you know, our membership dues are $80 for one person and $40 more for the

second person residing in the same household. Please help us reach our goal to

have all memberships renewed by June 30, 2021. 

Program Planning Outcomes

At our Program Planning in January, it was proposed that a Racial Justice

Committee be formed and that a Civics Class be developed for newly naturalized

citizens. 

A Racial Justice planning committee, composed of Barbara Lea ( Lead),

Wade Ellis, Wendy and Dan Hendry, Nora Mason and Eleanor Yick, have

met and identified the mission and possible activities to promote next year.

Members who are interested in this work should contact Barbara Lea for

more information. 

Another group, under the leadership of Aileen Kao, has been meeting and

working on developing a basic Civics Curriculum to be offered in the Fall.

Other members involved are: Qing Bai, Sophia Kao, Frances Zhan, and

Victoria Zhang. The planning group will be recruiting assistant teachers to

help with the presentations. 

California Redistricting

Redistricting at all levels of government in California is on the immediate horizon.

This offers all Leagues the opportunity to educate residents about the process in

their local communities and potentially to advocate for fair and equitable

districts in our counties, cities, and special districts. 

 

The Citizens Redistricting Commission is responsible for drawing new

Congressional, state legislative, and Franchise Tax Board districts. The LWVC is

monitoring all the Commission hearings and is working with a coalition of other

organizations including PICO, Common Cause, NALEO, MALDEF, California

Calls, Mi Familia Vota and others.

 

In addition, new lines will be drawn for county boards of supervisors, city

councils, school boards, community college district boards, and special districts

all over the state. This presents the opportunity for our local Leagues to be

involved in educating their communities. LWVC offers an excellent toolkit for

Leagues and speakers training webinars are scheduled so local Leagues can get

started on fair representation for the next ten years. And, to learn even more

about the resources available, including training and speakers for your local

League, check out the LWVC members only website. Even though some training

dates are past, access to important information is still available. 

 

The LWV County Council, composed of the 5 League presidents and chair Tom

Picraux, are eager to have League representation on these committees,

particularly the SCC Board of Supervisors Advisory Committee. Since 5  of the

participants chosen to serve on this advisory committee – one  from each local

supervisorial district, each League has been encouraged to recruit one of their

members who meets the criteria and might want to serve. Terry Zaccone from

our League has volunteered to apply as representing our League areas in District

5:Supervisor Joe Simitian’s District. Hopefully, he will be selected to represent

District 5 and the SCC LWV County Council.

 

Our Action Director, Qing Bai, is also compiling a list on the status of redistricting

committees in our local area: Campbell City Council and the following school

boards: Campbell Elementary, Campbell Union High School District, and

Moreland Elementary School District. If you live in one of these areas, you might

want to investigate the status of their committee and consider applying to be on

that advisory committees.   

Learn more at https://wedrawthelines.ca.gov.

Voter Suppression Legislation 

There are so many reports of voter suppression laws being passed around the

county. The League has written about how they are advocating against this. Read

about it in their blog post, TheThreat of Discriminatory Voting Laws.

Natural Resources Recap

As this is the end of our League’s working year (new one begins in July), it seemed

reasonable to do a short summary of some natural resources/water issues that

we are facing.

Drought is foremost on our minds, with Northern California hit especially hard

this year. Source.

As an LA Times editorial notes, drought is the new normal. 

 

Climate change threatens global catastrophe. Source. 

Major changes are needed to decrease the greenhouse gases that are a chief

cause of climate change. A new International Energy Agency report warns of the

need to cut fossil fuel use and immediately stop approving new oil and gas fields.  

Governor Newsom will stop issuing fracking permits by 2024 and has requested

the California Air Resources Board to “analyze pathways to phase out oil

extraction … by not later than 2045.” Source. 

Plastics are world-wide contaminants—in our air, oceans, water and food—

affecting humans as well as sea and land animals, on both micro and macro levels

(over 300 camels in the Dubai region died from eating plastic trash. Source). 

Pollution continues to threaten air and waterways—and people. Air pollution kills

more people than war, malaria or cigarettes. Source. Water pollution is

ubiquitous—chemicals, trash, bacteria, and parasites; controlling waste is

essential. Learn more.

Water rates continue to rise with needed upgrades to aging infrastructure, such

as to wastewater systems and pipelines; sea level rise brings not only coastal

increases in sea elevation, but incursions to groundwater.  Bills have been

proposed that would help low-income ratepayers and those in small systems

avoid discontinuation of service; as of this writing, those bills are pending.  Local

water purveyors propose major rate increases over the coming years.

Meg Giberson, Natural Resources Director

Best School District in California 

Stacker analyzed 2021 data from Niche to calculate the best school district in

every state. Niche rankings rely on statistics from the U.S. Department of

Education, SAT/ACT scores, college readiness, teacher quality, and graduation

rates. 

#1 in California: Los Gatos-Saratoga Joint Union High School District

Location: Los Gatos, California 

Students: 3,520 

Student to teacher ratio: 22:1 

Reading proficient: 84% 

Math proficient: 74% 

Graduation rate: 97% 

Expenditure per student: $22,373 

Average teacher salary: $109,507 

Source:  Newsweek, May 18, 2021

Barbara Lea

Observer Reports

Campbell City Council

The City Council adopted a resolution endorsing and supporting the Santa Clara

County Community Plan to End Homelessness 2020-2025.

The Council approved a proclamation declaring May 2021 as Asian American and

Pacific Islander (AAPI) Heritage Month.

Jackie Costanzo

Los Gatos City Council

Town staff reviewed Operating budgets for fiscal years 2020/21 and 2021/22.

Finance Commission recommendations were detailed. The public provided verbal

input during the meeting and in emails. Council members approved using

Measure G funds (1/8 cent sales tax approved by voters in 2018), along with

American Rescue Plan Act funds, to close gaps in the Operating budgets. They

voted to fully fund the Police Department rather than freeze hiring into open

positions. They supported further coordination of police activity with existing

County mental health and social services. And they decided to maintain current

Town staffing levels to continue providing service to the community. 

 

The Capital Improvement Program budget for fiscal years 2021/22 - 2025/26

was reviewed. Top priority was given to continue with the Vegetation

Management Program to reduce wildfire risk. Only a portion of the planned work

was completed thus far, so additional funding was needed. Improvements to the

Adult Recreation Center and to Shannon Road are already being planned for.

Lynda Jandron

Saratoga City Council

The Saratoga City Council approved zoning designation that made wineries

subject to additional conditional use permit regulations.  Also, a grant of $15,000

was made for business renewal and beautification projects for the city.

Alan Giberson

Monte Sereno City Council

The Monte Sereno City Council approved a measure that  mandated firearms in

residences must be kept in locked container or disabled with trigger lock.

Alan Giberson

Upcoming Events

Wildfire Workshops

Dates: April & May

Santa Clara County Fire Department is hosting a series of free virtual workshops

in April and May 2021 on wildfire preparedness. Topics include homeowners'

insurance in high-fire-risk areas, home preparedness, and the wildfire recovery

process. View the schedule and register at sccfd.eventbrite.com or call

408.378.4010.

Brave Blue World Movie Screening

Date: Saturday, May 26, 2021, 12:00 PM Noon

Please join the LWV of Santa Clara County on May 26 for the screening of a new

documentary film, Brave Blue World, Racing to Solve Our Water Crisis, an

inspiring look at how we can create a more sustainable water future. Brave Blue

World examines new technologies and innovations that can help us face the

challenges of drought and resulting water shortages, climate change, sea level

rise, and wastewater reuse.  

As the film authors note, “wastewater holds tremendous promise for advancing

water resilience. Water reuse, for example, can make communities more resilient

to climate change and other stressors by diversifying water supplies and

providing greater flexibility to the water system.” 

“Likewise, municipal wastewater contains five to 10 times more energy than is

required to treat it, high-lighting opportunities for recovering energy and

reducing greenhouse gas emissions.” Patrick Ferraro, current lecturer in water

policy at Santa Clara University and in water resource management and

environmental studies at SJSU (and former 23-year SCVWD/Valley Water

director), will join us to discuss what we can do in California and beyond.  

These new technologies can help us deal with ongoing drought using less

imported water and avoiding the expenses of unnecessary infrastructure

(Pacheco dam, Delta tunnel, etc.).

Register in advance for this meeting on May 26 at 12 noon here.

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information

about joining the meeting.

LWVC State Convention Health Care Caucus

Date: Monday, June 7, 2021, 12:00 Noon - 1:00 PM

Understanding the Health Care Reform Discussion

Co-Sponsor, LWV Southwest Santa Clara Valley

Topics:

Clarify the League Position on Health Care

Define Important Terms: Single Payer, Public Option, Medicare for All 

Describe current inequities in health care, and why health care reform is

needed

Provide an Overview of AB 1400 (Kalra), Guaranteed Health Care for All,

current bill in California Legislature.

More information can be found here.

LWVC State Convention- LAST CALL!

What:   The 68th State Convention of the League of Women Voters of California

When: Friday, June 11 - Sunday, June 13, 2021. The morning plenary sessions on

those days begin at 10:00 AM and are scheduled to end at 4:00 PM. There is no

afternoon plenary session on Sunday, June 13, 2021. Workshops and special

events are scheduled from Tuesday, June 8 through Thursday, June 10, 2021.

Where: Virtual teleconference meetings, using Zoom.

Who: Attendance at Convention is open to everyone; we encourage all members

to attend and are eager for the public to come learn about the League. We ask

that you extend invitations to your friends and contacts.

Why: LWVC meets every other year to conduct business as outlined by the

bylaws. See below for specifics. But just as important, the purpose of the

Convention is to inspire and empower Californians to increase their active and

informed participation in civic life. Come meet passionate people from across the

state who are making democracy work!

 

Read about the schedule, workshops, special activities, and more on our site:

 http://lwvc.wordpress.com. Continue to check this site frequently for updates.

 

Registration rate for delegates is $75 per person. This gives you participation

and voting access during all plenary sessions and access to workshops, caucuses,

plus other events throughout the week. Our League Board will identify and

designate our 3 voting delegates. 

 

Non-voting attendees are welcome to observe the plenary sessions and

participate in workshops, caucuses, and other events at a flat-fee registration

rate of $25 per person. Our budget will pay for 10 non-voting attendees. Please

contact Eleanor Yick at egyick@icloud.com if you wish the League to pay your

registration fee as a non voting attendee. 

Our League's Annual Meeting

Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021, 10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

As of this date, and with great caution, we are still planning on a virtual Annual

Meeting.  The Annual Meeting kit will be sent out electronically. Please note that

you need to register here to attend and participate in the Annual Meeting. Once

you register, you will receive a link to access the meeting. 

 

Please print out a copy of the electronic Annual Meeting kit for your use or just

read through it online. You will notice that some changes to our By-laws are

proposed so that we can be in compliance with LWVUS and also because our

Board voted to accept a proposal to change our status to a complete 501c3.

These changes need to be voted upon and approved at the Annual Meeting. 

 

All members are encouraged to attend this very important League meeting to

meet your new Board members, hear about the status of our League, and approve

our program focus areas  for the next year. 

Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the League

Date: Sunday, February 27, 2022, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors Chambers

70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, CA 95110

COVID-19 has really affected this event!  As we want this to be an in-person

grand celebration, we have now postponed it until 2022 with great hopes.  Please

note that this is a NEW date for this celebration event! Register here.

You are invited to join members and friends from all of the Leagues of Women

Voters of Santa Clara County in a festive celebration of the League's 100th

Anniversary. The event will also celebrate the San Jose/Santa Clara's League's

75th Anniversary. Supervisor Cindy Chavez will host this informative event which

will include guest speakers who will be sharing the important work the County

Leagues have accomplished over the years.

Beverages and snacks will be served.
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Board Bytes - May 5, 2021

1. Eleanor shared LWVC's response to the ongoing recall election. LWVC

affirmed that a recall is a valid election and advised league members to stay

neutral on this topic.  

2. The League is required to change its By-laws to reflect the National

League’s DEI policy. These changes are to be approved in the Annual

Meeting in June.  

3. The proposed draft budget for 2021-2022 was discussed at the Board

Meeting.

4. The proposed Board roster for 2021-2022 was approved by the Board. It

will to presented for approval at the Annual Meeting.

5. The motion to convert our League’s tax status to 501c3 was approved. The

next steps are to change League Bylaws to be approved at the Annual

Meeting and to prepare the application materials. 

6. $2296 has been was received for the Education Fund and $1091 for the

General Fund in Finance Drive.

7. League can send 3 voting delegates and 10 attendees to the LWVC

Convention. The 3 voting delegates will be Sophia Kao, Ann Ravel and

Eleanor Yick. Others are strongly encouraged to sign up as attendees. 

8. The League is putting together an application for an award at the LWVC

Convention for the Chinese Pros and Cons project. 

9. The next Board meeting will be held on June 2, 2021

The next Zoom Meeting of our League Political Book Club will meet at 7:00 PM

on Tuesday, June 15.  Please contact Wade Ellis, wade25@sbcglobal.net, if you

would like to join the group.  He will be sending out directions for joining the

meeting before then.

Donate

We rely on dues and donations to support our programs. Please consider making

a donation to our local League of Women Voters general fund now. If you prefer

to donate to our 501(c)3 tax-deductible account please indicate that.

LWV SWSCV BOARD & ELECTED OFFICIALS 2020-
21

EXECUTIVE TEAM 

President, Eleanor Yick

Vice Pres/Program, Open

Secretary, Victoria Zhang

Treasurer, Helen Wang

DIRECTORS 

Action/DEI, Qing Bai

County Council Co-Chairs, 

Tom & Danice Picraux

Education Co-Chairs, 

J Reynolds-Grabbe & Anna Song

Health Care, Barbara Lea

Housing/Transp., Liang Chao

IT/Public Relations, Sophia Kao

Membership, Aileen Kao

Natural Resources, Meg Giberson

Observers, Barbara Lea

Racial Justice, Barbara Lea

Voter Editor, Rebecca Schwan

Voter's Edge, Tom Picraux

Voters Service, Eleanor Yick

ELECTED OFFICIALS

National

President Joe Biden

www.whitehouse.gov

Senator Dianne Feinstein

www.feinstein.senate.gov

Senator Alex Padilla

https://alex-padilla.com

Rep. Anna Eshoo

https://eshoo.house.gov

California

Governor Gavin Newsom

http://gov.ca.gov

Senator Dave Cortese

http://sd15.senate.ca.gov

Assemblymember Evan Low

http://asmdc.org/members/a28

County

Supv. Joe Simitian

supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org

Supv. Mike Wasserman

mike.wasserman@bos.sccgov.org

Supv. Susan Ellenberg

supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
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