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President's Letter

Dear League Members, 

Members from our League, other Leagues in Santa Clara

County and local officials showed up and proudly participated

in the recent “Stop Anti - Asian Hate Rally” held in Saratoga. Organized by Yan

Zhao, Saratoga Mayor and a SWSCV League member, the rally demonstrated

that our League stands with the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI)

community and is  committed to social and racial justice. More than 20 speakers

spoke about the importance of showing up, standing together and stopping

verbal abuse, violence, and other micro-aggressions against AAPI members or

others. We encourage all in our community to stand up to racism, champion

equality, and work to eradicate violence! 

LWV Presidents Eleanor Yick (SWSCV) and Elaine Manley (Cupertino/Sunnyvale)

Yan Zhao, Saratoga Mayor, LWV SWSCV

Sometimes when we read personal stories, it helps us to better understand an

issue.  Please read “A Personal Message about Anti-Asian Racism” written by Su

Jin Gatlin Jez, PhD, Executive Director of California Competes. She starts with:

“It is with immense horror, sadness, and anger that I write this message in

response to the violence against Asian Americans over the past several weeks

and the underlying hatred many have encountered throughout their entire lives”

And, she ends with: “I give my heartfelt thanks to those who are

working to combat racism every day and to those who have experienced and

continue to experience racism in our society- I see you. You belong.”  Read her

story here.

Many more rallies have taken place throughout the county during April and were

well attended by League members. More rallies are planned and members are

encouraged to attend and show their support. Injustice and discrimination do not

just disappear; they need to have spotlights kept on them until true justice is

realized. Showing up communicates that we are striving to realize the values

embedded in our Constitution: “all men are created equal and are entitled to life,

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

 

And, on a related but more pleasant  note, please be aware that the National Park

Service Celebrates Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month May 1-31st. Asian

Americans and Pacific Islanders have a rich heritage thousands of years old and

have both shaped the history of the United States and had their lives dramatically

influenced by moments in its history. Every May during Asian American and

Pacific Islander Heritage Month and throughout the year, the National Park

Service and its partners share those histories and the continuing culture thriving

in parks and communities today. Do click on the name link above to learn all about

this celebration. 

Eleanor Yick, President

LWV Joint Statement on the Derek Chauvin Trail
Verdict

On Tuesday, April 20, 2021, the LWV of the United States issued the following

joint statement with the LWV of Minnesota and the LWV of Minneapolis in

response to the conviction of George Floyd’s murderer. Read here.

Finance Drive

Our League’s Annual Finance  Drive is almost over. We

so appreciate all who have already donated. Last year,

generous contributions from League supporters were

used exclusively to support our local efforts and

provided more than half the funds required for those

activities. If  you have not already done so, please

consider contributing to our drive. Any amount is

greatly appreciated! Just click on the big red button Donate to get started!! 

Cupertino Union School District Parcel Tax

Our League’s Board voted to endorse and support the Cupertino Union School

District’s (CUSD) Parcel Tax Measure A that will appear on a May 4, 2021 mail-in

ballot because parts of Saratoga are zoned into the Cupertino Union

School  District. Measure A will replace the District’s current $250 school parcel

tax with a new $398 tax per year. Measure A will last for eight years and requires

a two-thirds voter approval for passage. More information about the parcel tax

can be found here.

California Redistricting

https://wedrawthelines.ca.gov  

Redistricting at all levels of government in California is on the immediate horizon.

This offers all Leagues the opportunity to educate residents about the process in

their local communities. and potentially to advocate for fair and equitable

districts in our counties, cities, and special districts. This is an opportunity for

Leagues to collaborate with other organizations to help communities learn and

speak out about district line drawing. LWVC offers an excellent toolkit for

Leagues, and speakers' training webinars are scheduled so local Leagues can get

started on fair representation for the next ten years.

 

Redistricting will be happening all over the state in 2021. The Citizens

Redistricting Commission is responsible for drawing new Congressional, state

legislative, and Franchise Tax Board districts. The LWVC is monitoring all the

Commission hearings and is working with a coalition of other organizations

including PICO, Common Cause, NALEO, MALDEF, California Calls, Mi Familia

Vota and others.

In addition, new lines will be drawn for county boards of supervisors, city

councils, school boards, community college district boards, and special districts

all over the state. This presents the opportunity for Leagues to be involved in

educating their communities.  

The League is committed to ensuring that redistricting at all of the levels is

transparent, includes robust public input, and results in fair maps. To learn about

the resources available, including training and speakers for your local League,

check out the LWVC members only website. 

Federal Income Tax Filing Date Changed to May 17

The Treasury Department and Internal Revenue Service have

announced that the federal income tax filing due date for

individuals for the 2020 tax year will be automatically

extended from April 15, 2021, to May 17, 2021. Read here for

more details.

Climate Change & Water

Water Charges Ballooning

The 9.6%/year rate increase proposed by local water wholesaler Valley

Water/Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD)—reported in my March 2018

Natural Resources article—is becoming a stark reality.

 

Three years after its previous announcement, SCVWD has presented the

proposed scope of that increase. The 9.6%/year rate increase will continue for

eight years, and will be followed by an 8.7%/year increase for two more years,

according to SCVWD documents, and as reported by the Mercury

News. https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/04/14/a-scary-scenario-why-

water-bills-in-san-jose-will-start-rising-this-summer/  This represents more than

a 100% increase in the added charges by the end of 10 years.

 

With all but an extremely small corner of northern California in abnormally dry

(or worse) conditions (https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu) and with years of failure

to deal realistically with water sourcing and aging infrastructure problems, rising

rates are to be expected.

 

However, a proposed controversial new Pacheco Dam (twenty-five times the size

of the existing dam with a cost estimate of $2.5 billion) accounts for almost half

that increase, meaning that ratepayers in our four communities could be paying

on average twice as much in groundwater charges by 2030, compared with what

they would pay without the new dam, according to SCVWD projections. 

 

The local water retailer, San Jose Water, that buys from SCVWD is also planning

rate increases (about 60% of which reflect the SCVWD increases).  However,

although ratepayers can petition the California Public Utilities Commission

regarding San Jose Water rates perceived as unfair, there is no such option for

the SCVWD, as it is a public special district, and not subject to the CPUC.

 

SCVWD also proposes an increase in the State Water Project tax to about

$40/year for the average single-family residence.  Check your yearly tax bill to

see how that compares to your current bill.

Meg Giberson, Natural Resources Director

How Does Black Maternal Health Compare to
White?

The third week of April was Black Maternal Health Week.  Did you know that:

Black women have a maternal mortality rate approximately three times

higher than white women.

The Black Mamas Matter Alliance (BMMA) is a national network of

maternal health, human rights, and reproductive justice leaders.

The month of April is National Minority Health Month.

The Center for Reproductive Rights says, “Together, we can work to end racial

disparities in maternal health care.” Complete article:  reproductiverights.org 

Barbara Lea, Health Committee Chair

Voter Registration

The U.S. CIS (Citizenship & Immigration Service) still has no plans to go back to

the Heritage Theatre for New Citizen Ceremonies for the immediate future.

Maybe their plans will change after the summer. They continue to do the

ceremonies in their parking lot on an invitation only basis – not even their families

can attend unless they are in the same car as the applicant. 

Jackie Costanzo

Observer Reports

Los Gatos City Council

Santa Clara County District Attorney, Jeff Rosen, spoke regarding hate incidents

and hate crimes. He defined a hate incident as one in which bias or bigotry is

expressed but no law is broken. He defined a hate crime as one in which a law is

broken and the motive is based on bias or bigotry. In 2020, his office handled 14

hate crime cases.  In the first quarter of 2021, they already have 10 hate crime

cases. He encouraged reporting both hate incidents and hate crimes to law

enforcement. In order to encourage civil discourse and mutual respect, Mayor

Sayoc moderated public sharing of incidents from citizens who had been bullied

or harassed.

Council members decided how to allocate funds to be received by Los Gatos

through the American Rescue Plan Act, the recently passed federal legislation

which provides support during the Covid pandemic. Approved actions: replace

lost revenue in fiscal years 2020-21 and 2021-22 budgets; provide additional

grants to four nonprofits that benefit community members; continue waiving

50% rent and utilities to several town property tenants; continue providing 50%

subsidies for businesses’ Conditional Use Permits. 

Lynda Jandron

Saratoga City Council

4/7/21:  Saratoga City Council approved written letters to the state expressing

support for local control for zoning and housing, and opposition to SB 6 which

promotes expedited and expanded residential developments.  

4/21/21:  The maintenance contract for the Heritage Orchard was discussed.

Alan Giberson

Monte Sereno City Council

4/6/21:  The city of Monte Sereno adopted a resolution denouncing anti-Asian

sentiment and violence.

Alan Giberson

Upcoming Events

Wildfire Workshops

Dates: April & May

Santa Clara County Fire Department is hosting a series of free virtual workshops

in April and May 2021 on wildfire preparedness. Topics include homeowners'

insurance in high-fire-risk areas, home preparedness, and the wildfire recovery

process. View the schedule and register at sccfd.eventbrite.com or call

408.378.4010.

Legislative Interviews

Date: April & May

Each year, local Leagues interview their local state senators and

assemblypersons. Our two representatives are : Senator Dave Cortese ( District

15) and Assemblyperson Evan Low ( Assembly District 28). The purpose of these

interviews is to develop/reinforce working relationships with our local legislators,

hear what their legislative priorities are and make them aware of the League’s

legislative priorities. This year, our League was well well represented on

interview teams by: Qing Bai, Sophia Kao, Barbara Lea, Victoria Zhang, and

Eleanor Yick. Interview write ups have been posted on our google drive here.

LWV Bay Area Biennial Council Meeting 2021

Date: Saturday, May 1, 2021, 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM

The Bay Area Biennial Council Meeting will focus on Bay Area issues and

advocacy and implications for local Leagues. Proposed topics/briefings on the

agenda may include voting rights/voter services; nonpartisanship update/relook;

health care/pandemic impact; climate change sustainability priorities/Plan Bay

Area 2050; housing/homeless strategies; and others to be determined. This

Council Meeting will include a business segment focusing on elections, new

communication tools/website, Monitor publication changes, and a report from

the Treasurer.

 

A featured Town Hall segment will give local leagues ample time to report out

their league priorities, successes during this pandemic climate, and challenges.

The goal is to have an interactive forum for leagues to share and connect, as we

continue to gather via Zoom. Learn more here.

Spotlight on the News!!

Date: Thursday, May 20, 2021, 12:00 Noon - 1:00 PM

Join the San Jose/Santa Clara League via Zoom for an important discussion with

Josh Barousse and Ramona Giwargis, co-founders of San Jose Spotlight news

service. 

San José Spotlight is San Jose’s  first non-profit news organization dedicated to

independent political and business reporting. Its mission is to change the face of

local journalism by building a community-supported newsroom that ignites civic

engagement, educates citizens and strengthens our democracy. It would be

wonderful if other South Bay cites like ours could have a similar local news

source. 

The one-hour Zoom meeting will begin promptly at noon. Questions from

attendees are encouraged and can be submitted when you register or during the

event.

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information

about joining the meeting. Register now.

LWVC State Convention Health Care Caucus

Date: Monday, June 7, 2021, 12:00 Noon - 1:00 PM

Understanding the Health Care Reform Discussion

Co-Sponsor, LWV Southwest Santa Clara Valley

Topics:

Clarify the League Position on Health Care

Define Important Terms: Single Payer, Public Option, Medicare for All 

Describe current inequities in health care, and why health care reform is

needed

Provide an Overview of AB 1400 (Kalra), Guaranteed Health Care for All,

current bill in California Legislature.

More information can be found here.

LWVC State Convention

What:   The 68th State Convention of the League of Women Voters of California

When: Friday, June 11 - Sunday, June 13, 2021. The morning plenary sessions on

those days begin at 10:00 AM and are scheduled to end at 4:00 PM. There is no

afternoon plenary session on Sunday, June 13, 2021. Workshops and special

events are scheduled from Tuesday, June 8 through Thursday, June 10, 2021.

Where: Virtual teleconference meetings, using Zoom.

Who: Attendance at Convention is open to everyone; we encourage all members

to attend and are eager for the public to come learn about the League. We ask

that you extend invitations to your friends and contacts.

Why: LWVC meets every other year to conduct business as outlined by the

bylaws. See below for specifics. But just as important, the purpose of the

Convention is to inspire and empower Californians to increase their active and

informed participation in civic life. Come meet passionate people from across the

state who are making democracy work!

 

Read about the schedule, workshops, special activities, and more on our site:

 http://lwvc.wordpress.com. Continue to check this site frequently for updates.

 

Registration rate for delegates is $75 per person. This gives you participation

and voting access during all plenary sessions and access to workshops, caucuses,

plus other events throughout the week. Our League Board will identify and

designate our 3 voting delegates. 

 

Non-voting attendees are welcome to observe the plenary sessions and

participate in workshops, caucuses, and other events at a flat-fee registration

rate of $25 per person. Our budget will pay for 10 non-voting attendees. Please

contact Eleanor Yick at egyick@icloud.com if you wish the League to pay your

registration fee as a non voting attendee. 

Our League's Annual Meeting

Date: Saturday, June 26, 2021, 10:00 AM - 12:00 Noon

As of this date, and with great caution, we are still planning on a zoom meeting.

Details will be in the June Voter, and all members are encouraged to attend this

very important League meeting to meet your new Board members  and hear

about the status of our League and our program plans for the next  year. 

Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the League

Date: Sunday, February 27, 2022, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors Chambers

70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, CA 95110

COVID-19 has really affected this event!  As we want this to be an in-person

grand celebration, we have now postponed it until 2022 with great hopes.  Please

note that this is a NEW date for this celebration event! Register here.

You are invited to join members and friends from all of the Leagues of Women

Voters of Santa Clara County in a festive celebration of the League's 100th

Anniversary. The event will also celebrate the San Jose/Santa Clara's League's

75th Anniversary. Supervisor Cindy Chavez will host this informative event which

will include guest speakers who will be sharing the important work the County

Leagues have accomplished over the years.

Beverages and snacks will be served.
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Board Bytes - April 7, 2021

1. Finance Drive is well under way. We appreciate the generous donations we

have received thus far and hope that those who have not contributed yet

will still do so.  

2. The Board continued to discuss the pros and cons of converting our

League’s tax status to 501c3. A decision is expected to be made in May.

3. Meg will ask local mayors to join the Mayor’s Water Challenge, a privately

run challenge inviting mayors to ask their residents to conserve water.

4. Eleanor and Meg are planning the screening of Brave Blue World, an

informative documentary about water, in May.

5. April 29 is People Powered Day of Action. The League is considering using

this opportunity to educate members about redistricting process. 

6. The League is in the process of developing a Civic Education program. The

pilot program will have six sessions and may need additional League

members to be teaching partners.

7. The Budget Committee is putting together a draft budget and will bring it to

the Board in May.

8. The Nominating Committee is working hard and hope to have a finalized list

of candidates soon. 

9. LWVC Convention will be held online in June. The League can send

three voting delegates and ten attendees to the Convention. 

10. The next Board meeting will be held on May 5, 2021.

The next Zoom Meeting of our League Political Book Club will meet at 7:00 PM

on Tuesday, May 18.  Please contact Wade Ellis, wade25@sbcglobal.net, if you

would like to join the group.  He will be sending out directions for joining the

meeting before then.

Donate

We rely on dues and donations to support our programs. Please consider making

a donation to our local League of Women Voters general fund now. If you prefer

to donate to our 501(c)3 tax-deductible account please indicate that.

LWV SWSCV BOARD & ELECTED OFFICIALS 2020-
21

EXECUTIVE TEAM 

President, Eleanor Yick

Vice Pres/Program, Open

Secretary, Victoria Zhang

Treasurer, Helen Wang

DIRECTORS 

Action/DEI, Qing Bai

County Council Co-Chairs, 

Tom & Danice Picraux

Education Co-Chairs, 

J Reynolds-Grabbe & Anna Song

Health Care, Barbara Lea

Housing/Transp., Liang Chao

IT/Public Relations, Sophia Kao

Membership, Aileen Kao

Natural Resources, Meg Giberson

Observers, Barbara Lea

Racial Justice, Barbara Lea

Voter Editor, Rebecca Schwan

Voter's Edge, Tom Picraux

Voters Service, Eleanor Yick

ELECTED OFFICIALS

National

President Joe Biden

www.whitehouse.gov

Senator Dianne Feinstein

www.feinstein.senate.gov

Senator Alex Padilla

https://alex-padilla.com

Rep. Anna Eshoo

https://eshoo.house.gov

California

Governor Gavin Newsom

http://gov.ca.gov

Senator Dave Cortese

http://sd15.senate.ca.gov

Assemblymember Evan Low

http://asmdc.org/members/a28

County

Supv. Joe Simitian

supervisor.simitian@bos.sccgov.org

Supv. Mike Wasserman

mike.wasserman@bos.sccgov.org

Supv. Susan Ellenberg

supervisor.ellenberg@bos.sccgov.org
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