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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
b y  L a u r i e  C a r l e y  a n d  J a n e  M a n l e y
LWVSC Co-Presidents

Dear LWVSC Members and Friends,

Election season is now in ful l  swing, and your local League is ready! 

Our Voter Service committee has scheduled numerous events to educate our
community about state bal lot proposit ions and locations to register voters.
Please watch for an email  so that you can attend or volunteer or contact
Jennie Sweeney, Voter Service Chair,  at jenniesweeney@gmail.com

The LWVSC board held our f irst meeting in August to set our goals and plans
for the year. We are excited to have new board members who you can get to
know by reading information about them in this Voter. 

Do you know about the Cali fornia Votes: Exercising Your Right exhibit  coming
to Modesto? From September 29 to November 10, 2024, just in t ime for this
year’s important elect ion, the exhibit  wi l l  help you better understand the
electoral process as well  as the colorful and often contentious history of voter
r ights.  These include the amendments granting Afr ican Americans and women
the r ight to vote. The Cali fornia Votes col lect ion includes buttons, newspaper
cl ippings, photos, posters, and more. Open on Fridays, Saturdays, and
Sundays, Noon to 4 pm, McHenry Museum, 1401 I Street, Modesto. Watch for
more information from your LWVSC.

We sti l l  need to appoint the Nominating Committee for 2025-26. This job is
short term and does not require attending meetings.  Between February and
March 2025, the committee wil l  contact League members to f i l l  director
posit ions on the board. This is a focused, short-term job, keeping the bal l
rol l ing on f i l l ing the posit ions so that there is a slate ready to be rat i f ied at our
May Annual Meeting. Please help! 

Be sure to read the recap of our August board meeting to f ind out more and be
ready to register, vote, and help spread the word throughout Stanislaus
County!

Laurie Carley & Jane Manley
LWVSC Co-Presidents, 2024-25



Angelina Ceja is the Vice
President and Chief
Education Officer at
AgSafe, a non-profit
organization providing
safety and human 
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LWVSC Board Meeting Highlights
 August 2024

The LWVSC Board of Directors met on August 10,  2024, to conduct i ts  regular business.
Highlights are as fol lows:

Education Fund (Ed Fund) donations wil l  now be directed to a new website dedicated to
Ed Fund donations.  Payments to the Ed Fund must be made directly to the Ed Fund (not
LWVSC) to be tax deductible.  The new Ed Fund website is  expected to be complete
before the Finance Drive.  This change is being implemented by al l  LWVUS. 

Vivian Lopez and Ellen Meyer attended the national LWV convention in Washington,
D.C.,  and Laurie Carley attended virtually.  Presentations included topics on engaging
young voters,  LWV collaboration with the Girl  Scouts,  abolishment of  the electoral
college,  and DC statehood.

The LWVSC advertisements are running at the Galaxy Theaters in Riverbank through
October.  The advertisements promote voter registration and voting.

The Board discussed the need to recruit  new members and increase member
engagement.  More meetings wil l  return to in-person meetings,  and Meet and Learns wil l
alternate between in-person and Zoom meetings.  Ideas to increase membership and
engagement are welcome.

Welcome New LWVSC Board Members

Carrie Rasmussen moved to Merced from the
Midwest in 2002 for a public policy fellowship
hosted by the Great Valley Center, having no
awareness the Central Valley even existed.
Twenty-plus years later, Carrie still resides in the
Valley and lives with her husband and son in
Modesto.  An education attorney, Carrie recently
joined the new California Online Community
College (Calbright College) as its deputy general
counsel.  Calbright College is a statewide
community college district tasked by the
Legislature with closing equity gaps for working
adults who lack easy access to traditional forms of
higher education through fully online,
asynchronous, competency-based certificate
programs. Calbright College certificate programs
are currently free for California residents.
www.calbright.edu

Angelina Ceja, Finance Drive Carrie Rasmussen, Secretary

resources and practical education to the
agricultural community. She provides a variety
of training, including equipment, worker safety,
human resources and leadership development
for supervisors. For over two decades she has
been a member of the non-profit community.
She is currently serving on a variety of non-
profit boards and is excited to work with the
League of Women Voters.

http://www.calbright.edu/
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LWVUS Convention Reflections

I t  was a pr iv i lege to at tend the LWVUS 2024 Nat ional  Convent ion in
Washington DC.

I  at tended the 2008 LWVUS Nat ional  Convent ion in Port land and t imes
have changed! The League members at tending both the 2008 and 2024
convent ions were passionate and very vocal  about our concerns,  of
course, but th is year ’s was very exci t ing.  Our membership has
changed!  League’s membership includes more young women and men
under th i r ty f rom di f ferent walks of  l i fe.  They are very knowledgeable
and energet ic indiv iduals wi th concerns about saving our democracy. I t
was a joy to see that these indiv iduals found the League to be the
place to be involved and take act ion.

The speakers at  the event were excel lent !   DC Mayor Muriel  Bowser
expressed her support  and appreciat ion for  the work LWVUS has done
backing legis lat ion for  DC statehood.  The keynote speaker was
Delegate Kim Teehee who is the director of  government relat ions for
the Cherokee Nat ion.  She is a Cherokee at torney, pol i t ic ian,  and
act iv ist  on Nat ive American issues. She is a Delegate-designate to the
House of  Representat ives f rom the Cherokee Nat ion.  She served as 
senior pol icy advisor for  Nat ive American af fa i rs in the administrat ion of  President Barack
Obama from 2009 to 2012. She talked about the history of  the Cherokee people and how women
are the dr iv ing force in their  nat ion.  Check out her presentat ion on the LWV websi te and review
al l  the highl ights of  the convent ion.

El len Meyer,  Treasurer

The LWVUS convent ion was an exci t ing t ime for me since I  was at tending for the very f i rst  t ime!
Learning how the order of  business is conducted, mot ions,  resolut ions,  and vot ing wi th an app
for instant resul ts.  Imagine being in a bal l room with over 900 delegates who are passionate,
dedicated, and hardworking. At t imes, they were cheer ing for passed mot ions and voiced
disappointment for  those rejected. Here is a summary of  three great workshops that I  at tended.
Hope you wi l l  check out their  websi tes.

VERIFY IT -  The Youth Outreach Service Commit tee of  the League of  Women Voters Alameda
has created a f ree, fun and informat ive onl ine game. I t  was developed to address media l i teracy
and vot ing knowledge, and to encourage civ ic engagement.  This game Veri fyI t  is  for ,  ages 16 to
29 to encourage them to become informed and act ive part ic ipants in our democracy. Go to
Playver i fy i t .org

Documentary Fi lm -  Just the Beginning: A Century of  Pol i t ical  Power and the League of  Women
Voters  was previewed at  the convent ion.  This documentary f i lm explores the past,  present,  and
future through the lens of  h istory of  the LWV and al l ied groups. I t  begins wi th the suff ragettes
f ight  to win the r ight  to vote wi th the 19th amendment.  To watch a preview go to
j tb. Intersect ionsTV.com

Partnership wi th Gir l  Scouts -  The Voter Gir l  Project  (VGP) was created by the League of
Women Voters of  Kent,  Ohio in 2017. The LWV Kent promoted the VGP at the LWVUS Nat ional
Convent ion this June. This c iv ic engagement Project  is  a fun and rewarding act iv i ty in which
Leagues col laborate wi th their  local  Gir l  Scout counci ls.  The one-day class is avai lable for  al l
scout levels-- f rom Daisies to Ambassadors--wi th a curr iculum appropr iate for  each level .  Find at
my. lwv.org/ohio/kent/voter-gir l  for  v ideo and powerpoint  s l ides.

Viv ian Lopez, Publ ic Relat ions

Ellen Meyer and Vivian Lopez at the 
LWVUS Convention

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefault.salsalabs.org%2FT93698b65-4d34-4623-bf14-14318c524b87%2F375c7279-b573-4c09-862e-013c9d102711&data=05%7C02%7Cscourtney%40lwv.org%7C18715107e2894c4d473108dc99542cda%7C90befbfe6dce4edfba8a35fb67131124%7C1%7C0%7C638553834020016978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zEl36XAGoZVOQtieQsfkUxVkcNbM8THzbLD1QotqENk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefault.salsalabs.org%2FT93698b65-4d34-4623-bf14-14318c524b87%2F375c7279-b573-4c09-862e-013c9d102711&data=05%7C02%7Cscourtney%40lwv.org%7C18715107e2894c4d473108dc99542cda%7C90befbfe6dce4edfba8a35fb67131124%7C1%7C0%7C638553834020016978%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zEl36XAGoZVOQtieQsfkUxVkcNbM8THzbLD1QotqENk%3D&reserved=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherokee_Nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cherokee_delegate_to_the_United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama


October 2023 Meet and Learn Recap
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Voter Service Needs You!

A n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  h i g h  s t a k e s  o f  o u r  u p c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  v o t e r  s e r v i c e
c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  p l a n n i n g  e v e n t s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  m e m b e r s
t o  b e  m o r e  i n f o r m e d  a n d  e n g a g e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  a n d  v o t i n g .   

O N E  T I M E  V O L U N T E E R  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

H e l p  w i t h  o u r  b o o t h  a t  t h e  M o P r i d e  i n  t h e  P a r k :  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 t h .
R e g i s t e r  v o t e r s  a t  G o l d e n  V a l l e y  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s :  V a r i o u s  d a t e s  a n d  t i m e s
I n p u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c a n d i d a t e s  i n t o  V o t e 4 1 1 . o r g .  T r a i n i n g  a n d  t r e a t s
p r o v i d e d  a n d  y o u  c a n  d o  t h i s  a t  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e  f r o m  h o m e !

V O T E R  E D U C A T I O N  E V E N T S

W e  w i l l  b e  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  A A U W  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  P r o s  a n d  C o n s  o f  t h e  b a l l o t
m e a s u r e s .  D a t e  i s  O c t o b e r  1 0 .  6 P M .  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i n  O a k d a l e .  4 5 0  E  A  S t ,
O a k d a l e ,  C A  9 5 3 6 1 .

O c t o b e r  M e e t  a n d  L e a r n  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e  P r o s  a n d  c o n s  o f  t h e  b a l l o t
m e a s u r e s

P l e a s e  w a t c h  y o u r  e m a i l  f o r  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  A s  w e  g e t  c l o s e r  t o
e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  m o r e  e v e n t s  a r e  p l a n n e d  t o  h e l p  y o u  m a k e  i n f o r m e d  v o t i n g
c h o i c e s .   I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  t h e  v o t e r  s e r v i c e  c o m m i t t e e ,  o r  h a v e  a n  i d e a
f o r  o u r  c o m m i t t e e ,  w e  a r e  a l w a y s  l o o k i n g  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  j o i n  u s !   

J e n n i e  S w e e n e y
V o t e r  S e r v i c e  C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r
jenniesweeney@gmail .com or  209 404 4414

Follow Us On Social Media
Through out the year, our social media accounts will provide important reminders for the

critical elections of 2024.  Like, follow and share with your networks!

@lwvstanislauscounty @lwvstanco

http://vote411.org/
mailto:jenniesweeney@gmail.com
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Local Action Update

River Walk Update

Attended 2 meet ings
June 2nd at  the Walton home

Review of  comments on EIR (animal & plant species,  Nat ive American land
near the r iver,  several  instructors f rom UC Davis weighed in on EIR.
Comment per iod was extended due to Spanish draf t  not  avai lable.   Several
people at  th is meet ing made sure that Spanish comments were sent in.
Plans for another an in i t iat ive.

July 6 at  the Riverbank Rif le Range
Signature dr ive has begun.  Ut i l iz ing commit tee,  and paid s ignature
gathers.
Addi t ional  yard s igns.

The Bal lot  In i t iat ive s ignatures were turned in to Riverbank on July 24th.  They
needed 1,316 val id s ignatures and we got 1,542 so we exceeded our goal
(15% over,  or  1,513).

Riverbank has requested a “ fu l l  count”  meaning each signature wi l l  be
examined by the County Registrar of  Voters of f ice (vs.  the random process
al lowed by the Elect ion Code).  
They have 30 working days to complete th is so we should hear the resul ts
by Sept.  5th.  Conf ident that  they wi l l  qual i fy for  the bal lot  th is t ime.

The fraud matter f rom last  year ’s at tempt to make the bal lot  is  current ly being
invest igated by the Distr ict  At torney’s of f ice.

Two matters that  are very c losely related to our NO River Walk ef for ts are the
City ’s updates of  their  Housing Element and General  Plan. The Housing
Element,  which becomes part  of  the Ci ty ’s General  Plan, is CURRENTLY
being updated for the next 8-year cycle (2023-2031) and wi l l  move forward at
a pret ty rapid rate.  Speci f ical ly,  the Ci ty held a Publ ic Workshop on July 31st.

They also hope to take i t  to the PlanningCommission in Sept and the Counci l
in October.  Why is th is important? -The General  Plan current ly covers the
per iod of  2005-2025 so i t  wi l l  a lso have to be updated and bears c lose
watching when that process begins.

June 6,  2024 Modesto Bee Edi tor ia l  by Jeani  Ferrar i

I f  Stanis laus County intends to remain one of  America’s  top 10 ag producing
counties,  i t  must  protect  i ts  pr ime farmland.  I f  our  c i t ies  accommodate growth by
incremental ly  expanding their  borders ,  Stanislaus County is  dest ined to fol low
the path of  Los Angeles County — i t  wi l l  become a commuter  county with t raf f ic
congest ion,  cr ime,  unaffordable housing and al l  the costs  associated with 



June 6,  2024 Modesto Bee Edi tor ia l  by Jeani  Ferrar i  cont inued

unsustainable growth (wi th the caveat that  Los Angeles County was the nat ion’s
most product ive agr icul tural  county for  45 years,  unt i l  1955).  Each of  the county’s
nine ci t ies needs to accommodate growth by bui ld ing up, repurposing
underut i l ized and bl ighted areas, inf i l l ing and putt ing development on the poorest
soi ls.  Stanis laus County already has plans to develop 88,558 acres wi thin i ts
ci t ies and their  general  p lans. There are hundreds of  acres avai lable for  housing
within Riverbank’s Sphere of  Inf luence. Stanis laus County’s formal response to
the proposed River Walk project  states,  “ I t ’s  premature and does not maintain a
logical  land-use pattern.”  Simply stated, Riverbank lacks a just i f iable reason to
further expand i ts borders.

Read more at :  ht tps: / /www.modbee.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/community-
columns/art ic le289217344.html#storyl ink=cpy

Scannell  Project

Dale Road North of  Kaiser Faci l i ty  and West to 99 Freeway

July 2024

Stanis laus County is proposing an environmental  impact report  on the ent i re
Sal ida Community Plan before a large distr ibut ion center project  on Kiernan
Avenue is al lowed to proceed.

August 13th,  the county Board of  Supervisors was set to approve a $900,000
agreement wi th Sacramento-based Ascent Environmental  Inc.  to conduct a
comprehensive environmental  study on the 3,400-acre Sal ida development plan,
which received county approval  amid controversy in 2007.

The Sacramento f i rm also would perform a feasibi l i ty  study on ci ty incorporat ion
of Sal ida.

The studies would create a 15-month delay for  Scannel l  Propert ies’  145-acre
development,  which cal ls for  up to 2.5 mi l l ion square feet of  warehouse,
distr ibut ion and manufactur ing space at  the northwest corner of  Dale Road and
Kiernan, just  north of  Modesto.  In ear ly May, Scannel l  submit ted requests to the
county for  a general  p lan amendment and rezoning for the seven industr ia l
bui ld ings.

Col leen Preston
Local  Act ion Chair
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Local Action Update Continued

https://www.modbee.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/community-columns/article289217344.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.modbee.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/community-columns/article289217344.html#storylink=cpy
https://ascentenvinc.com/
https://www.modbee.com/news/local/article285756391.html?taid=65d7aed2340a7c000101dba5&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter


September

September 17 -  Voter Registrat ion at  Archway Commons
September 18 -  Meet & Learn at  Stanis laus County Elect ions Off ice
September 24 -  Pros & Cons presentat ion on Cal i fornia Proposi t ions at  Modesto
Rotary
September 29 -  Voter Registrat ion Booth at  MoPride
September 29 -  Cal i fornia Votes opens at  McHenry Museum

October

October 10 -  Pros & Cons Presentat ion on Cal i fornia Proposi t ions at  AAUW
October 17 -  Meet & Learn presentat ion,  To Be Determined
October 17 -  Pros and Cons Presentat ion to Uni ted Methodist  Church Women 
Month of  October -  Cal i fornia Votes cont inues at  McHenry Museum
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As requested at our August board meeting, we are returning to more in person events for our
membership. In keeping with our September/October voter service and education, the first Meet and
Learn will be held at the Registrar of Voters Office. Donna Linder, Stanislaus Registrar, will provide
information on our local ballot security measures. We will then tour the facility. Some of the LWVSC
have participated in the tour and learned valuable information. The measures our county has taken

to insure election security and transparency is comforting. Armed with the knowledge you will
acquire at this M & L, you will be able to discuss dis and mis information regarding voting and ballots

in our county. This topic arise among friends and family in the months ahead. 

Wednesday, September 18th
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Stanislaus Voter Registrar Office
1021 I Street

Space is limited. 
Please RSVP to 209-3243375 or stanislauslwv@gmail.com

September Meet and Learn


