
City of Santa Cruz
Water Supply Planning

Saturday, April 27, 2019, 10:00am
League of Women Voters – Capitola Council Chambers
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Presentation Objectives

• Introduction to the City of Santa 

Cruz Water Department

• Our Water Challenges

• Approaches to Addressing these 

Challenges

2



North Coast Sources - ~32%
Laguna Creek:  1890

Liddell Spring:  1913

Majors Creek:  1884

Reggiardo  Creek:  1912

San Lorenzo River ~47%
Tait St Intake:  1924

Felton Diversion:  1976

Loch Lomond Reservoir ~17%
Built 1960 (population was 31,000) 

2.8 billion gallon capacity

577 feet above MSL

Groundwater Wells ~4%

3 wells:  1964

Beltz 12:  2015



Our Challenges

• Population

• Aging Infrastructure (1884 - )

• Unsustainable Groundwater Pumping

• Endangered Species/Environmental 
Needs

• Climate Change









Climate Change









Our Approach to 
Water Supply Reliability

14 Citizens of Santa 
Cruz and Live Oak

Appointed by Council

Representing the 
Chamber, Desal Alts, 
Sierra Club, Surfrider, 

Sustainable Water 
Coalition, the Water 
Commission and 3 
community-at-large 

members.
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Not Pictured Peter Beckman and Charlie 
Keutmann

The Water Supply Advisory Committee
2014 - 2015



WSAC’s Problem Statement
July 2015

• Limited Storage

• Fish Flow Requirements & Potential 
climate change impacts

• Resulting peak-season gap: 1.2 billion 
gallons worst case

• Water conservation alone is not enough  
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Our Approach To Water 
Reliability

Water TransfersConservation
Aquifer Storage & 
Recovery

Recycled 
Water/Desalination
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Water Transfers Pilot 
Phase 1



Aquifer Storage and Recovery

Evaluate the feasibility of storing water in regional 
aquifers for future use during drought.
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Key Milestones

OngoingImplement Conservation 
Programs

Pilot Test Water Transfers 
with Neighboring Agencies

Pilot Test Aquifer Storage & 
Recovery

Develop Full Scale Project(s)

2015 - 2020

2019 - 2021

2021 - 2023



Thank You!

Heidi Luckenbach
Deputy Director/Engineering Manager

Hluckenbach@cityofsantacruz.com
831/420-5214

mailto:Hluckenbach@cityofsantacruz.com





