Minutes of the League of Women Voters/Los Alamos Annual Meeting
Thursday, April 17, 2025
Fellowship Hall of the Unitarian Church

1738 North Sage Loop

Los Alamos, New Mexico

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 1:12 P.M. with 31 members in attendance.  The quorum of 19 was met to proceed with the meeting.  The meeting was chaired by Felicia Orth, President of the Los Alamos League.
Minutes of the 2024 Meeting (published in the May 2024 Update)

The minutes of the 2024 Annual Meeting were recorded by Ellen Mills, Secretary. The readers for the 2024 Annual Meeting minutes were Maire O'Neill and Barbara Calef. Rebecca Shankland moved to approve the 2024 minutes as presented, and Barbara Calef seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
President's Report
Felicia Orth stated the League’s mission of being a nonpartisan political organization encouraging informed and active participation in government and influencing public policy through education and advocacy. Last year’s activities, such as the Candidates Forum, publication of the Voter Guide, Legislative Preview and Lunch with a Leader fully aligned with the mission. Felicia recognized June Fabryka-Martin and Craig Martin, members of the Observer Corps, for their contribution to the Update that ensures transparency of the local government.  

The payment of membership dues must now be made through ChapterSpot, an online portal managed by the National League. A few hiccups are being worked through. Although donations to the local League can also be made through ChapterSpot, our League prefers that they be made directly to the Los Alamos League, preferably by check. 
Last year, the Los Alamos League increased its visibility with young people by participating in events with the Girl Scouts and with the Los Alamos High School. The National League also took steps to develop a position on the federal judiciary.  Our League participated by holding a consensus meeting.  
Felicia thanked outgoing Board member Ellen Mills and welcomed incoming Board members Cecile Hemez, Leslie Wallstrom and June Fabryka-Martin.

Felicia thanked the Delle Foundation for its support.

The State and National Leagues are currently participating in several lawsuits to protect democracy. Information can be found on their respective websites. The Los Alamos Reporter and Los Alamos Daily Post have posted press releases issued by the Los Alamos League regarding those actions.
 
Felicia expressed her pride to be a member of the League and to be a lawyer. She reminded the audience of the power of personal connections.
Membership Report 
Robert (Bob) Williams reported that the Los Alamos League had 130 members as of April 15, 2025. To help with data collection for the local membership database, Bob asks members who join or renew to forward to him the confirmation email they receive. A Friendly Reminder will be sent to the membership to that effect. 

Most memberships will expire on April 30, 2025. Members should expect a reminder email to renew.
Treasurer's Report
 
Adelaide Jacobson reports that the Los Alamos League is in good financial standing with $7,000 in its checking account, $10,000 in its savings account, and $50,000 in two certificates of deposit.

Of the $75 paid in dues to the National League, $13.61 go to the local League. Members are strongly encouraged to pay their dues using ChapterSpot, rather than by writing a check. In case a check is used, it must be made out to LWV-US.

To make it easier to track the costs of functions and events, this year the Budget Committee aggregated all expenses associated with each function/event. In prior budgets, expenses were aggregated by type.

Adoption of Local Program (positions, study, plans for action) 

Barbara Calef mentioned the many difficulties and headaches associated with the switch to ChapterSpot, and the lack of responsiveness to some of her questions to the support desk. The local online form to indicate volunteering interests is still not working properly. Ed Santiago encourages members to exert pressure to get those issues resolved by addressing complaints to the National League. A Friendly Reminder will include the email address to use.


Barbara listed the local programs and asked for comments and suggestions. On the Indigent Health Care Fund, Leslie Wallstrom asked for a clarification on the wording of the County’s Health Care Assistance Program funds. Lisa Hampton confirmed that the wording of the position is accurate. No other comments were made.
Charlie Sartor made the motion to approve all the LWV-LA programs as presented. Jody Benson seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

June Fabryka-Martin made the motion to accept all the LWV-LA positions as presented. Ann LePage seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Consideration of Bylaws Amendments
This year’s Bylaws Amendments are needed to align with changes related to types of memberships and to dues collection made by the National League. The amendments are not optional. The two amendments were presented for information.
Amendments were made to:
· ARTICLE III. Section 2. Types of Membership
· ARTICLE VI. Section 2. Dues

Adoption of the FY 2025-26 Budget

June Fabryka-Martin inquired about the $90 PayPal expense, representing the aggregated fees charged for each payment to the local League. She wondered whether our FY2025-26 budget needs to continue including PayPal transaction fees, now that membership fees are being paid via ChapterSpot to the National League for distribution to local Leagues.
Lisa Hampton moved to accept the FY 2025-26 Budget as presented. June Fabryka-Martin seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
Election of Officers and Directors

The Slate of Officers and Directors for 2025-2026 was presented by Rebecca Shankland, representing the Nominating Committee composed of Rebecca Shankland, Ed Santiago and Leslie Wallstrom.

· Officers: 

· President: Felicia Orth

· 1st Vice-President/President Elect: Leslie Wallstrom

· 2nd Vice-President: June Fabryka-Martin

· Past President/Newsletter Editor: Barbara Calef

· Secretary: Cecile Hemez

· Treasurer: Adelaide Jacobson

· Directors: 

· Lunch with a Leader: Karyl Ann Armbruster

· Membership: Robert Williams

· Publicity: Jody Benson

· Voter Services/Voter Guides: Lynn Jones 
· Community Health and Wellbeing: Lisa Hampton

· Reservations and Refreshments: Wendy Swanson

· Director at Large (Technology): Akkana Peck

· Director at Large (Communications): Rebecca Shankland

· Off-Board Directors (vote by membership not required except for Nominating Committee): 

· Website/Social Media: Helena Whyte, Madhavi Garimella

· Observer Corps: June Fabryka-Martin, Craig Martin, Maire O’Neill

· Fundraising: Ellen Mills

· Video: Ed Santiago, Robert Williams

· Newsletter: Barbara Calef, Robert Williams, Rebecca Shankland
· Nominating Committee: Ellen Mills

There were no nominations from the floor.  Ann LePage moved to accept the proposed Slate of Officers and Directors.  Adelaide Jacobson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 P.M.
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