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A Message from the
President

We will be soon be celebrating our
90" birthday. Since 1920 we have
worked, through education and
advocacy, to make Americaabetter
place. Walter Cronkitewascalled the
most trusted man in America, and
there are many who would say that
the L eague of Women Votersisthe
most trusted organization in
America

We encourage all to be active,
informed participantsin civiclife.
There should be no barriers to voter
participation. While preventing voter
fraud isimportant, and we encourage
anyone who observes voter fraud to
report it to the proper authorities, it
cannot come at the expense of
suppressing voter participation.

Voter ID took up alot of legidlative
time during the latest session, and it
isnot likely to go away. LWVUS
president Mary G. Wilson and |
participated in a press conferencein
the Capitol to talk about voter ID and
itsimpact on voter participation. We
also worked with coalition partnersto
develop a nonpartisan set of guide-
linesto break the partisan gridlock on
voter ID. We presented these
guidelines at another capitol press
conference, which the League led as
requested by coalition members. Now
our challenge is to continue to
educate the public and legislators
about ways to encourage voter
turnout while preventing problems at
the polls. Our study on voter partici-
pation, which is nearing completion,
should give us more ammunition and
opportunity to educate and advocate
about voter participation.

The League of Women Voters of Texas, a nonpartisan political
organization, promotes informed and active participation by citizens in
government and influences public policy through education and
advocacy. Although the League neither supports nor opposes political
parties or candidates, it acts on issues its members have studied.

Membership in the League is open to all women and men. Voting
members must be citizens 18 years of age or older. The LWV-TX includes
31 local Leagues as well as members at large in communities that do not
have alocal League. LWV-TX was founded in 1919, one year prior to the
passage of the amendment to the U.S. Constitution that gave women the
right to vote. With assistance from the full-time staff of two in the state
office, volunteers contribute tens of thousands of hours (worth more
than $4 million) to conduct League studies, voters service projects, and
advocacy based on League positions. Financial contributions to LWV-
TX enable it to help local Leagues in their services to their communities
and strengthen League advocacy efforts in the public interest.

LWV-TX is classified as a 501(c)(4) organization by the Internal
Revenue Service; neither dues nor contributions may be deducted as
charitable donations.

The League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund is making
democracy work by providing nonpartisan, factual information about
voting, government, and public policy to Texas residents. Contributions
to the Education Fund support studies, publications, dissemination of
information about issues that affect Texans, and projects to encourage
and increase informed voting as well as services to strengthen local
Leagues and ensure that League guidelines and nonpartisanship are
upheld. Gifts may be designated for specific projects approved by the
trustees or for the overall voters service and citizen education activities
of the fund.

LVWV-TEF has been classified as a publicly supported educational trust
in accordance with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
and is not taxable as a private foundation, as defined in Section 509 of
the code. Therefore, donations to the LVWW-TEF may be deducted as
charitable contributions.

We were busy during the session
on many fronts. Aidesfrom
legislators and committees called to
ask if the League supported specific
bills or to ask for our support for
their bills. Our LWV program chairs
followed the issues; the Capitol
Corps, our “legsin Austin,” visited
legidlative offices, attended
committee meetings and presented
testimony; our memberswrote,
called, emailed, and visited their
legislators to urge the passage of
good government bills and bills that
protect the health, safety, and
general welfareof all Texans. Our
Advocacy Vice President, with
support from our state office,
worked with aL eague editor to
produce our Legislative Newsl etter.
We are, indeed, a grassroots
organization, and our work during
legislative sessions reinforces that.

We are probably best known for our
Voters Service. We continue to
compile Voters Guides; the League
of Women Votersis recognized as
the source for nonpartisan,
unbiased information for elections.
Our positions on issues are well
respected because they are based
on sound research and are thought-
fully reached. We use those
positions to advocate.

It is the combination of education
and advocacy that makes the

L eague of Women Voters such a
unique organization. Since our
founding by suffragists, the League
of Women Voters has worked to
encourage informed and active
participation in government by
registering voters, encouraging
citizensto vote, and providing
nonpartisan information. We take
our mission seriously and work
very hard to support Making
Democracy Work.

Karen Nicholson,
President and Chair

CITIZEN EDUCATION
Project Voter

* Distributed Voters Guidesin
English and in Spanish for the
November 2008 general election. In
cooperation with local Leagues,
933,890 \Voters Guideswere made
availablein print and through
newspapers, and 266,596 were
downloaded fromthe LWV-TX
websitefor atotal of 1,200,486
\oters Guides.

 Provided audio taped versions of
the Voters Guides for blind and
visually impaired citizensupon
request.

 Distributed 21,325 \otersGuidesin
English and Spanish for the general
election to libraries across the state
that are not served by local

Leagues.

* Received and used funding from
the LWV US Education Fund,
through the Program on Constitu-
tional and Legal Policy of the Open
Society Institute, to provide
additional information on the Texas
judicial system and all statewide
judicial candidatesin the November
2008 general election Voters Guide.

» Co-sponsored with LWV-Houston
Areaadebate among the U.S.
Senatorial candidatesin the
November 2008 general election.
Produced at KHOU in Houston, the
debate was broadcast statewide by
public television stations and
supported by a grant from AARP.

Project Citizen

* Published a series of Facts &
I ssues papers for our study, “Voting
Procedures to Increase \oter
Participation.” These Facts &
Issues present the research of a
committee of League memberson
the subject chosen at our last
statewide convention. Consensus
will betakeninthefall of 2009. The
topics of the Facts & Issues papers
include vote by mail, election day
registration, election day central-
ized voting, internet voting, and
instant runoff voting.

ADVOCACY IN THE
PUBLIC INTEREST

» Advocated on the following
subjectsinthe 81% Legidative
session and at the State Board Of
Education: campaign finance
reform; children’sissuesincluding
CHIP, Medicaid, and early child-
hood; criminal justice issues
including juvenilejustice; educa-
tion issuesincluding curriculum
and testing; election law issues
including voting rights and
electionreform; judicial selection;
natural resources issues including
air quality and climate change;
redistricting; transportation;
women'shealth.

 Succeeded in the passage of some
bills, including billsto reform the
juvenilejustice system, improveair
quality, increase community-based
alternativesfor Medicaid recipients
who would otherwise bein a
nursing home, and establish an
advisory panel to assist with a
study on ways to prevent wrongful
convictions.

» Held press conferences and issued
press releases on: voting rights,
electionreform, judicial reform.

* Issued ten action alertsto all our
members on avariety of issues. In
addition, asked specificlocal
L eaguesto communicate with their
legislators on several issues
including redistricting.

 Published twelvelegidlative
newsl etters bi-weekly and then
weekly in May during thelegisla-
tive session and one summary
legislative newsletter after the
Session was over.

 Provided testimony more than sixty
timesto legislative committeeson
various issues through the diligent
efforts of twenty program chairs
and ten Austin Capitol Corps
volunteers.

SERVICES TO LOCAL
LEAGUES

* Provided threeregional work-
shops around the state as well as
customized leadership training on
siteto local Leagues.

* Initiated monthly communications
viaemail to each local League
which include organization and
program suggestions.

Featured local League eventsin
the Texas VOTER.

Posted all LWV-TX publications
onthe LWV-TX website.

Offered awebpage on the LWV-
TX websitefor any local League
that does not maintain its own
website.

 Provided alink fromthe LWV-TX
websiteto local League websites.

* Nurtured futurelocal Leaguesin
new locations throughout the
state by providing information, a
simplified process, direction, and
support to leaders in the area.

 Served areas not covered by local
L eagues through information to
Membersat Large, information on
LWV-TX web site, and distribution
of Voter Guides and League
publications.

* Supervised innovative local
League Education Fund projects
such as essay contests for middle
school students on “Why | Will
Vote,” an elementary school art
contest focusing on the environ-
ment, voter registration of high
school seniors, and interactive
community workshops on how
state government is financed.
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