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Nan Clayton
Darlene Clements
Marilyn Cochrane
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Jan Baker Dabney
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Alexander and Doris 
  Miller
Genie Mitchell
Joy Moden
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Charldean Newell
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Nancy Patterson
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Amarillo
Arlington
Austin Area
Bay Area
Beaumont
Brazos Valley
Comal Area
Corpus Christi
Dallas
Denton
El Paso
Gainesville
Houston
Irving
Kerrville
Lubbock
Marshall/Harrison Co.
Midland
Montgomery Co.
Plano/Collin Co.
Richardson
San Antonio Area
San Marcos Area
Sherman/Grayson Co.
Tarrant Co.
Tyler
Victoria
Waco
Wichita Falls
Wimberley Valley
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Celebrating 90 Years of Making Deomcracy Work
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LWV-TX Income - $90,974

LWV-TX Expenses - $65,967

LWV-TEF Income - $97,574

LWV-TEF Expenses - $101,202

A Message from the President

Since our founding by suffragists, 
the League of Women Voters has 
been registering voters, encourag-
ing citizens to vote, and providing 
nonpartisan information.  We take 
our mission seriously and work very 
hard to help Make Democracy Work.   
 
We celebrated our 90th birthday this 
year.  We had a grand celebration 
at our state convention, honoring 
one of our own League treasures, 
who also celebrated a 90-something 
birthday.  Our national president, 
Mary Wilson, joined us for the gala 
because we had a lot to celebrate.
 
It is the combination of education 
and advocacy that makes the League 
of Women Voters such a unique 

organization.  We are probably best 
known for our Voters Service.  We 
continue to compile Voters Guides; 
the League of Women Voters is 
known for our nonpartisan, unbiased 
information for elections.   Our posi-
tions on issues are well respected 
because of our well researched and 
thoughtfully reached positions.   We 
use those positions to advocate.  
 
I am very proud to be a member of 
the League of Women Voters.  I’ve 
already referred to the respect we 
garner with good research.  I like to 
tell people we are trusted because we 
don’t just react to the subject du jour.  
We either already have a position on 
the issue, that has been well studied 
by the grassroots, or we will research 
the issue before we act.  The LWV is 
a calm and trusted voice in the harsh 

CITIZEN EDUCATION

Project Voter
Published a Facts and Issues, 
“Voting Procedures to Increase 
Voter Participation,” which cov-
ered the following topics:  Vote 
by Mail, Election Day Registra-
tion, Election Day Centralized 
Voting, Instant Runoff Voting, 
and Internet Voting. 

Distributed Voters Guides in 
English and in Spanish for the 
November 2009 Constitutional 
Amendment election and the 
March 2010 primary election. 

In cooperation with local 
Leagues, made available 
818,600 Voters Guides in print, 
on the LWV-TX web site, and 
through newspapers for the 
primary election, and 1,035,062 
Voters Guides in print, on the 
website, and through news-
papers for the Constitutional 
Amendment election. 

Provided audio taped versions of 
the Voters Guides for blind and 
visually impaired citizens upon 
request.

Distributed nearly 21,325 Voters 
Guides for the primary election 
to libraries across the state that 
are not served by local Leagues.  

Project Citizen
Adopted positions on voting 
procedures that may increase 
voter participation at convention 
in April 2010.  These positions 
will be advocated during future 
Texas legislative sessions.

Adopted a new study of “Texas 
Water Resources as a Commod-
ity” at convention in April 2010, 
for completion by early 2012.  A 
committee has begun research 
for a summer 2011 publication 
of a Facts and Issues on the 
subject.

Produced publications for mem-
bers and the public:  Program 
Perspectives: A Guide to League 
Issues 2010-2012, and We Sup-
port.
Presented the 2010 Environ-
mental Awareness Awards at the 
state convention in the following 
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categories:  Catherine Perrine 
Award for League member – Dr. 
Melanie Barnes of Lubbock, 
Individual – Terry Hershey of 
Houston, Non-Profit – Texas 
Master Naturalist Program, Cor-
porate/Business – Blue Dolphin 
of Dallas, Public Policy – Karen 
Hadden of Austin and Down-
winders at Risk Education Fund 
of Midlothian, Media – Enviro-
Media of Austin.

ADVOCACY IN THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST

Followed developments on more 
than two dozen issues in four 
general areas:  Government, 
Administration of Justice, Social 
Policy/Human Resources, and 
Natural Resources.

Added advocacy paper on the 
environment to the website in 
advance of the 2009 United Na-
tions Climate Conference.

Updated members on advocacy 
at our state convention.

Informed members on the State 
Board of Education consider-
ation of standards for curriculum 
on US history.

Tracked legislative priorities 
through interim legislative com-
mittees, including redistricting 
and Voter ID.

Worked in collaboration with 
other groups and organizations 
in preparation for the 2011 legis-
lative session.
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SERVICES TO LOCAL 
LEAGUES

Continued to work with citizens 
who wish to organize local 
Leagues where none exist.

Served members at large (mem-
bers in areas where there is no 
local League) with periodic 
mailings and publications.

Supported local Leagues with 
customized leadership training 
on site.

Offered workshops at our state 
convention on membership, 
program, website, and one for 
local League presidents. 

Recognized local Leagues with 
awards for membership growth 
and accomplishments at state 
convention.  Also recognized in-
dividuals who have been League 
members for 50 years or more 
and 13 local Leagues who have 
served their communities for 50 
years or more. 

Enabled local Leagues to help 
each other by including articles 
in the Texas VOTER about their 
accomplishments and sharing 
ideas that other Leagues could 
adopt.

Maintained updated LWVTX 
League publications on the 
website for easier access by 
members and the public.

Presented regular organizational 
tips to local Leagues via emails.

Supervised innovative local 
League Education Fund projects 

Provided a link for local 
Leagues through the LWV-TX 
website or offered a custom-
ized local League page on the 
LWVTX website at no cost.
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rhetoric that seems to prevail in 
today’s political conversations. 
 
My pride in being in the LWV was 
further reinforced this summer when 
I attended the biennial convention of 
the League of Women Voters of the 
United States.  Celebrating our 90 
years, we were treated to a panel of 
past LWVUS presidents as they re-
membered significant events during 
their presidencies.  Wow!  There is 
too much to summarize here, includ-
ing the national legislation we have 
worked to pass, but the one thing 
that I think especially resonated was 
the LWV cancelling League-spon-
sored debates.  We “discovered” 
debates; for years the LWV was the 
sole sponsor of candidates debates.  
Enter “handlers” and TV who want-
ed more control.  We thought long 
and hard, and said, “No, thank you.”  
We will not participate in debates if 
we can’t ask the hard questions—if 
we have to compromise our prin-
ciples to accommodate the demands 
of others.  I still often hear, “I wish 
the League still did national de-
bates.”  We don’t even often sponsor 
state-wide debates because we won’t 
compromise; we insist on a situation 
that’s fair to all participants and that 
addresses all the issues.
 
There is nobody else quite like us 
encouraging informed and active 
participation in government-- work-
ing to increase understanding of 
major public policy issues and 
influencing public policy through 
education and advocacy.  Yes, we’ve 
accomplished much in our 90 years, 
and we plan to be around for 90 
more to accomplish even more.  

Karen Nicholson
President and Chair

The League of Women Voters of Texas, a nonpartisan political organiza-
tion, promotes informed and active participation by citizens in government 
and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Although 
the League neither supports nor opposes political parties or candidates, it 
acts on issues its members have studied.

Membership in the League is open to all women and men.  Voting mem-
bers must be citizens 18 years of age or older.  The LWV-TX includes 
30 local Leagues as well as members-at-large in communities that do not 
have a local League. LWV-TX was founded in 1919, one year prior to the 
passage of the amendment to the U.S. Constitution that gave women the 
right to vote. With assistance from the full-time staff of two in the state of-
fice, volunteers contribute tens of thousands of hours (worth more than $1 
million) to conduct League studies, voters service projects, and advocacy 
based on League positions.  Financial contributions to LWV-TX enable it 
to help local Leagues in their services to their communities and strengthen 
League advocacy efforts in the public interest.

LWV-TX is classified as a 501(c)(4) organization by the Internal Revenue 
Service; neither dues nor contributions may be deducted as charitable 
donations.

The League of Women Voters of Texas Education Fund is making 
democracy work by providing nonpartisan, factual information about vot-
ing, government, and public policy to Texas citizens.  Contributions to the 
Education Fund support studies, publications, dissemination of informa-
tion about issues that affect Texans, and projects to encourage and increase 
informed voting as well as services to strengthen local Leagues and ensure 
that League guidelines and nonpartisanship are upheld.  Gifts may be 
designated for specific projects approved by the trustees or for the overall 
voters service and citizen education activities of the fund.

LWV-TEF has been classified as a publicly supported educational trust in 
accordance with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is 
not taxable as a private foundation, as defined in Section 509 of the code.  
Therefore, donations to the LWV-TEF may be deducted as charitable 
contributions.
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