
Women voters are celebrating …

101 Years of Woman Suffrage
Belated centennial of the 19th Amendment

by Val Muchowski 

The Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition will celebrate the 101st Anniversary 
of Women Getting the Vote on Saturday, August 21. We will be at the Kelley 
House lawn in Mendocino that afternoon from 2 to 4 PM to honor the passage of 
the 19th Amendment, which gave American women the right to vote. This event 
will include music by the Coast Women’s Choir, oral histories, poetry and 
speeches. League members Priscilla Comen and Jane Person plan to portray 
suffragists Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Carrie Chapman Catt, Loreto Rojas will 
speak about becoming a citizen, and California Treasurer Fiona Ma will give an 
address. Fort Bragg city council member and Soroptomist Tess Albin-Smith will 

moderate. This is a proud tradition which we 
have enacted in 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010 and 
2015. A pre-festivities parade is also planned 
for 1 PM for those who can arrive early. The 
public is warmly invited to join us. 

On August 26, 1920, after three generations 
of an unrelenting, brilliant, courageous, 
political campaign, women in the United 
States won the right to vote. To honor and 
commemorate the historic date of the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, Congresswoman Bella 
Abzug introduced a Congressional 
Resolution to ensure that this date would be 
commemorated with the designation of 

Women's Equality Day, which is celebrated on August 26th each year. We women 
living here today enjoy the fruits of what the suffragists won for us—our right to 
vote, and our enhanced ability to shape the way we want to live. Since the 
pandemic prevented us from gathering last year, we are celebrating both the 
centennial and the 101st anniversary of the 19th Amendment this August.  

The Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition (MWPC) and the City of Ukiah have 
created two Centennial displays for the community to view. They begin August 
17th and will continue for the following two weeks to encourage increased 
awareness, education, and celebration. Take note of the banner across State Street 
at Clay Street and the unique display in the front of the Ukiah Civic Center, 300 
Seminary Avenue, which will have exterior lighting of purple, gold, and white, the 
colors of the suffragists. Everyone is encouraged to visit the Civic Center 
including families and children. Comments on the displays are encouraged, and 
can be sent to  katarzyna@pacific.net, or mdavison@cityofukiah.com. 

Webinar explored our County’s

Youth Mental Health
LWVMC partnered with Healthy Mendocino
by Jary Stavely 

On June 16 Healthy Mendocino and the League hosted a zoom webinar entitled “A Conversation on Youth 
Mental Health: Response, Recovery, Resilience,” 
concerning the status of youth mental health in 
Mendocino County. The event attracted 44 
participants. After a brief introduction and 
welcome by League Co-President Cindy Plank, 
Patrice Mascolo and Molly Rosenthal of Healthy 
Mendocino introduced the program presenters:  
Nanette Barker, a counselor with the County 
Schools Office (MCOE), Anastacia Brodetsky, a 
student at Mendocino High School and a youth 
advocate at Project Sanctuary, Bonnie Lockhart 
of the Sherwood Valley Rancheria,  Ren Ramos, 
a student at Fort Bragg High School and a youth 
advocate for transgender/LBGTQ rights, and 
Terri Rathbun of the Mendocino County Youth 
Project (MCYP). The program included 
introductory remarks by the presenters as well as 
their responses to questions from the other 
participants. 

Nanette told about her work with youth as a 
Restart counselor at MCOE. She has provided 
counseling services to 38 students in the county 
between February and June of this year. Her 
clients have been diagnosed with both 
Depressive and Anxiety Disorders. Most of her 
recent contact with youth in need of her services 
has taken place on Zoom, which she finds helps 
her to build better relationships with her students. 

Anastacia presented advice on how to be an Active Bystander during abusive or bullying situations. A 
bystander can change the atmosphere by asking a question to change the subject, by physically interposing her/
himself between the abuser and the victim, or even by spilling a cup of coffee to distract the bullying person. 

Bonnie, a Tribal Youth Diversion Project Coordinator, had 
prepared the language for a land acknowledgement that 
began the program (and that can also be found at the left), 
and said that beginning activities with such a blessing is 
customary in indigenous culture. It can be beneficial in 
interventions for her clients, as well as in all other community 
events. Her program tries to broaden the horizons of troubled 
youth. She has found that enhancing the connection to one’s 
family and place is a useful way of centering herself and the 
people she works with. One way she has been able to do this 
is by making traditions in cooking, dancing, and healing 
available to them. 

Ren told about his experience in learning about resources for 
trans people like himself, and now advocates for other 
students who experience difficulties in being different from 
the prevailing teenage culture. In his view, distance learning 
has had both positive and negative effects. It has saved time, 
and made it easier to show up in class, but at the same time 
it’s harder to feel a part of what’s going on, and consequently 
easier to feel left out and isolated. It has made socializing 
even more difficult for kids who already feel marginalized. 

Terri is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and the 
Clinical Manager for MCYP. Part of their strategy for helping 
troubled youth in the county is to train them and others how 
to be counselors themselves. She provided details about how 
the Youth Project is in touch with many different agencies all 
over the county. Through their referrals they have been able 

to arrange fairs and other gatherings in which young artists and musicians perform 
in an atmosphere conducive to outreach and positive social interaction. 

During the presentation, Bonnie provided a memorable motto for communication, 
with youth or with anyone else: “Speak in an octave where kindness can be 
heard.” 

A recording of the webinar and a toolkit including presenters’ slides are available 
at Healthy Mendocino’s website. 

LWVMC President’s message …

Flexibility, Ingenuity, Resilience
LWV of California Convention 2021

by Cindy Plank 

The three words above aptly describe qualities of our League of Women Voters 
during the past year and a half. Along with Nancy Kleiber, Paula Cohen, Jary 
Stavely, and others, I was able to attend the state convention in June. Here is some 
of what I gathered from being there on Zoom. 

“As California goes, so goes the nation.” A lot of work took place over the last 
months with the LWVC providing support for many pieces of legislation, 
including The Racial Justice Act as well as Proposition 17, which allows people 
who are on parole to vote.  There are Leagues across the nation interested in the 
California League’s new position on Criminal Justice. 

The LWV of California filed six amicus curiae briefs regarding election related 
activities, and two cases went before the Supreme Court, with decisions pending 
as of June 11. Dr. Shirley Weber, California Secretary of State, spoke to 
convention attendees and acknowledged that what happens in one part of the 
nation affects all parts of the nation. We all need to continue to work at protecting 
democracy and the right to vote. Sixty-one Leagues and ILOs (Inter League 
Organizations) sent 214 delegates to the virtual plenary (business) sessions of the 
convention. Over 500 people attended the 15 virtual workshops and 5 caucuses 
during Convention week. There was so much good info shared! Check out what 
you missed at the post-convention website, which has links to plenary sessions, 
workshops, and caucuses. 

The 2021-2023 LWVC Program was approved. All current positions are retained. 
Adopted as Issues for Education and Advocacy were: 

• Making Democracy Work in California, including Civic Education 

• Climate Change and Sustainability, including a focus on Water Resources  

• Housing and Homelessness  

• Criminal Justice Reform  

The State League bylaws were amended to include the addition of the LWVUS 
bylaws statement regarding Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. The addition reflects 
our belief that the League should be fully committed to diversity, equity, and 
inclusion in principle and in practice. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are central 
to our organization’s current and future success in engaging all individuals, 
households, communities, and policy makers in creating a more perfect 
democracy. It is a fundamental value of the organization and belongs alongside 
our hallmark of nonpartisanship. Because the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Policy is now part of the first three articles of the LWVUS Bylaws, all state and 
local League policies must also be amended to conform, which our Mendocino 
County League did at our annual meeting in May.  

The LWVC Bylaws were also amended to remove the requirement for per 
member payment for student members. Earlier, the State League had participated 
in a pilot program to assess the impact that waiving PMP for student members 
would have on membership numbers. The program resulted in an increase of 
student members across the country and a subsequent LWVUS bylaws change to 
eliminate PMP for student members at the national level. The change is optional 
for local Leagues. Student membership is also free for LWV of Mendocino 
County.  

The California League has two new tools for advocacy. The first is 
a Homelessness Action Policy which pulls together League positions as they 
apply to this issue, and which was discussed in the workshop on this topic. The 
second is technically an update to the K-12 Education position of LWVC. The 
LWVC Board of Directors concurred with a position from LWV Fresno regarding 
the improved implementation and enforcement of standards for authorization and 
reauthorization of charter schools. It will appear as item 18 and 19 in the K-12 
position. 

The next national convention will be held June 23-June 26, 2022, in Denver. The 
next LWVC convention will be held May 19-May 21, 2023, at Park Central Hotel 
in San Francisco. 

If you have an interest in any of these topics, there may be someone else 
interested as well. Let’s talk (info@lwvmendo.org or 937-4952). A little bit of 
conversation combined with some fun can create magic. 

Note: More about the convention workshops is in the California section of this 
newsletter. 

Mendocino County district boundaries

Community-Based Advisory 
Redistricting Commission

From a Mendocino County press release, July 19:  “The Board of Supervisors 
[has] voted to create a five member Community-Based Advisory Redistricting 
Commission (ARC). In addition to facilitating and seeking public input from the 
residents of Mendocino County, the ARC will advise and assist the Board of 
Supervisors with redrawing the supervisorial district boundaries. The Board of 
Supervisors invites applications from residents of Mendocino County who are 
interested in serving on the five member ARC and are willing to commit to 
attending several public workshops and Board of Supervisors meetings beginning 
in mid-August through mid-December, 2021.” Each supervisor will be able to 
select one member to the ARC. Their appointee does not necessarily need to 
reside in their district. 

League Vice-President Paula Cohen has been following the county’s actions over 
the summer by talking to county staff and attending the Supervisors’ discussions 
on the issue. She approves of the decision to create the Advisory group. Her work 
as Chair of the Mendocino County Complete Count Committee has given her 
experience with local communities around the county, acquaintance with their 
residents, and insight in how to engage people in this discussion. She intends to 
offer her assistance to the group and the Supervisors, whether or not she is 
selected as an official member. As the census may report that Mendocino 
County’s population has declined, district boundaries may need to be redrawn. 
The League has sent a letter to the County asking, on behalf of transparency and 
good governance, to be included in all notices given as to meetings and decisions 
about county redistricting. 

On July 1 Paula was interviewed on KZYX news concerning redistricting in the 
county. To listen to her remarks about the need for public input, the timeline 
involved, and the League’s role in advocating for fairly drawn maps, go to http://
jukebox.kzyx.org, and click “Play” in the grid row for “KZYX Local News” for 
Thursday, July 1. 

The application process is now open. As per the press release, all appointees to the 
ARC must be residents of Mendocino County and may not be an elected official, 
family member of an elected official, or paid campaign staff of an elected official. 
Interested applicants are invited to apply online or request an application by 
contacting (707) 463-4441. Applications are due no later than August 6, 2021,  
and can be submitted by email to redistricting@mendocinocounty.org, or by U.S. 
Mail to: 
Mendocino County Executive Office 
501 Low Gap Road, Room 1010 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

The Grand Jury Weighs In
This summer the 2020–21 Mendocino County Grand Jury issued several reports 
which may be of interest to Voter readers, in particular, on Mail-In Balloting and 
Housing. Read the reports, including specific findings, at the County’s website. A 
response from the elections department is already posted; other responses will be 
added as available. 

Progress of Measure B
compiled by Jary Stavely 

May: Tom Allman letter
In May, former Sheriff Tom Allman published a letter in the Willits News about 
what is not happening with Measure B funds. In the letter he recounts his personal 
experience with the Sheriff’s Office workload after the County’s Psychiatric 
Health Facility was closed in 1991, and his two campaigns for a county tax to 
fund the reinstatement of such a facility, culminating in the passage of Measure B. 
His letter continues: 

“Almost 4 years later, we have no clear direction on building a PHF, and the 
Behavioral Health Department continues to rely on law enforcement to handle the 
majority of mental health crises. As I said during the initial campaigns, ‘You 
wouldn’t call a plumber when your house is on fire, so why do we call law 
enforcement when a mental health patient is having a crisis? We need to send a 
mental health professional.’ My words continue to ring true and unfortunately, I 
will follow up with, ‘I told you so,’ when a true crisis strikes. 

“Sheriff Kendall and UPD Chief Wyatt have implored the Measure B committee 
to fully institute a street response for mental health professionals, and they have 
both agreed to have a paid responder to join these professionals. Why hasn’t the 
county hired the others? Why are law enforcement officers continuing to be asked 
(demanded) to respond to mental health crises? Many times, there are no laws 
being violated yet the Behavioral Health Department has no professionals ready 
to respond, even during the work hours M-F, 8-5. This has to change. Unless the 
BOS wants to put the Behavioral Health Department under the tutelage of the 
Sheriff’s Office (I’m not encouraging this), I don’t see a vast improvement. Let’s 
be clear, marijuana is NOT the number one problem in our county, the lack of 
Mental Health services is our number one problem. Please read that sentence 
again. 

“It is time that all five of our BOS’s put Mental Health services as the first item 
on every agenda they have. The more we discuss our problem, the closer we are to 
a solution. We can’t ignore it and then scream at law enforcement for merely 
doing someone else’s job. While I am concerned about the cost of liability, my 
primary concern is the improved care of victims of mental illness. I write this as a 
brother of a mental health victim who chose to take his own life in 2005 (not in 
Mendocino County). 

“As I said at the beginning of this, I’m sorry for the length of this letter. It is time 
that we start seeing letters from citizens who are supportive of the Behavioral 
Health Department taking the reins of all behavior health crises in every corner of 
our county. Simply saying that a change is in the future is no longer believable. 
Action is what we need, and don’t blame the Measure B committee for this 
failure. The BOS and the Behavioral Health Department can make a difference. 
Law enforcement will be there to help, but not to be the sacrificial cow when 
something goes wrong.” 

July: Behavioral Health update
In July Supervisor Mulheren put an update from the County Behavioral Health & 
Recovery Services (BHRS) office into a newsletter to her constituents. It 
contained the following information about Measure B: 

“Crisis Residential Treatment—The operator contract with Redwood Community 
Service was added to the ASO contract, and is effective July 1, 2021. Discussions 
around the completion of construction and preparing for licensing the facility are 
in the works. The construction is on track to be completed on time. 

“Mobile Crisis Response Team—One Mental Health Rehabilitation Specialist has 
been hired, trained, and has been responding to crises in partnership with [the] 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office. We are recruiting for two additional Mental 
Health Rehabilitation Specialists. 

“Community Education Awareness Project—The contract is being finalized and 
will be effective upon completion. 

“Crisis After Care Services—The contract was approved, and services are 
effective as of July 1, 2021. All clients who meet criteria will be offered after-care 
services, and several have already been identified.” 

Indigenous-led nonprofit 

Coastal Parcel May Get New Stewardship
North coast legislators Mike McGuire and Jim Wood have proposed a bill which 
would transfer responsibility for oceanfront land at and south of Chadbourne 
Gulch, on Highway 1 south of Westport, from Caltrans to a nonprofit run by three 
indigenous organizations—the Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians, the 
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians, and the Round Valley Indian tribes. The 
area, also known as Blues Beach, is one of the few places in the county where 
people gather in vehicles on the beach. 

The bill has been the subject of some community discussion. Readers can find out 
more by reading Frank Hartzell’s article from the Mendocino Voice; 

Michelle Blackwell’s piece in the Advocate-News; and the recent guest opinion 
column in the same paper by Thad Van Bueren and Dr. Jeanine Pfeiffer: 

LWVMC supports Grassroots Institute recommendation …

Local Governments Can 
Reduce Carbon Emissions

Three steps we can take and pay for now
On May 20 the Mendocino County League sent a letter to the Board of 
Supervisors in support of the locally-based Grass Roots Institute’s 
“recommendation for the use of American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds to implement 
critical initiatives to reduce the adverse impacts of the climate change 
emergency.” The letter says that it “encourages, at a minimum, full 
implementation of the three initiatives recommended by the GRI. More is needed, 
but these initiatives are a good start for the common good of all Mendocino 
County residents:   

•Installation of Photovoltaic (PV) Panels on Public Buildings; 

•Installation of Additional Electric Car Charging Stations; 

•Transitioning Public Transportation to Electric Vehicles  

These investments will benefit the planet while bringing specific benefits to 
Mendocino County by making public buildings and transportation more resilient 
to energy emergencies and making our county more attractive to tourism.  All will 
start to pay off immediately and continue to yield for decades.”  

A similar letter was sent to the Fort Bragg City Council. 

GRI leaders (including League member Carrie Durkee) recently released an 
update: 

“Supervisor Dan Gjerde will present a resolution on August 3 to the Board of 
Supervisors to direct the allocation of $2 million for local climate action. The 
GrassRoots Institute–Climate Crisis Workgroup (GRI–CCW) has been working 
with Gjerde and other Supervisors since early this spring on steps the county 
could take to promote solar PV/Battery systems, expand availability of Electric 
Vehicle chargers and electrify the Mendocino Transit Authority bus fleet.  In May, 
GRI sent a letter requesting the Supervisors set aside $2 million in the County’s 
budget to achieve these goals. At a meeting with GR–CCW on July 14, 
Supervisor Gjerde outlined his proposal and discussed ways to build public 
support to encourage the BOS to adopt the proposal at their August 3rd meeting.” 

The update message urges supporters of the proposal to contact all supervisors 
and city council members in the county (The GRI site has the text of the proposal 
and contact information for all the county decision makers). It goes on to state 
that “the Mendocino County Climate Action Advisory Committee (MCCAAC) 
and more than 40 other organizations and businesses have endorsed the measure.” 
The resolution was discussed on KZYX on Monday, August 2 at 9 AM. 

Learning More about Civil Discourse
Cindy Plank recommends a TED Talk which may help listeners engage in 
productive civil discourse. Here is the introduction:  “How can we disagree with 
one another, respectfully and productively? In this thoughtful talk, team builder 
Matt Trombley reflects on "agonism”—the tendency to take a rigid stance on 
issues—and shares why finding aspects of agreement can be the first step in 
resolving conflict. "When you can find even the smallest bit of common ground 
with somebody, it allows you to understand the beautiful wonder and complexity 
and majesty of the other person," he says. 

Local Latino Graduates Receive Scholarships
Destinations from Coast Campus to U.C. Davis

In June the coastal Latino Coalition announced that it had been able to award ten 
$1000 scholarships to local graduating students. The Fort Bragg recipients are 
Abigail May Pat, Elizabeth Florez Diaz, Gabriel Caamal Pech, Ingrid Amaya 
Hernandez, Ingrid Uluac Chan, Leslie Flores, and Mireya Reyes García. Those 
from Mendocino are Victor Ivan Cuevas and Maya Hillmer. So far, four of the 
graduates have indicated where they intend to use their becas (awards):  
Mendocino College, Santa Rosa Junior College, Santa Barbara City College, and 
UC Davis. 

League Members Return to High School
The League will participate in the Back to School Fair at Fort Bragg High School 
on Monday, August 16. This is an outdoor pick-up-school-supplies event, to be 
held after Freshman Orientation. League members will be on hand to provide 
voter registration materials and give out civic education packs like the ones which 
were used during the Youth Voter Registration Project of 2018–2020. Cindy Plank 
says, “We’ll have our usual little ‘gift bags’ of pocket-size U.S. Constitutions, 
VOTE buttons, LWV resource links, business cards with voter registration info, 
pencils, and more.” To participate or to share ideas, call Cindy at 357-4282. 

California
LWVC Convention workshop:

Local Redistricting
by Jary Stavely 

Helen Hutchison (California League Director and presenter on Redistricting at our 
February meeting) and Chris Carson (past national President and current Director 
for the LA League) hosted a Zoom workshop entitled Local Redistricting—
Engaging the Public on June 8 as part of the State convention. The presentation 
featured remarks from allied group representatives who are working on 
redistricting in Southern California. Karen Diaz is a member of the Coalition for 
Humane Immigrant Rights in Los Angeles, and is helping to provide input to the 
Los Angeles County Redistricting Commission. Her focus is on the Latinx 
community. Sam Sukaton is a member of the California League of Conservation 
Voters, and is based in the San Bernardino area. He testified before the State 
Redistricting Commission in February, saying he was Lorax speaking on behalf of 
the Joshua Trees. He outlined how there can be environmental communities of 
interest, and related how our area’s broad geographical community of interest—
our coastline—was able to override the criterion of compactness in how our 
legislative and congressional districts were drawn in 2011. Sky Allen is the 
Census Coordinator and Special Projects Manager for Inland Empire United, also 
centered in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties. Her group attempts to give a 
better voice to poor communities. They each spoke about what they do to 
organize their communities for redistricting by collecting information, mapping, 
and organizing testimony before the regional committees who will actually draw 
the lines. It was inspiring to me to see and hear these intelligent and dedicated 
young people discuss how they want to make sure that California has fairly drawn 
representative districts.  

Before watching the recording of the workshop, check out the pre-workshop 
recording, which presents background information, including the redistricting 
rules. And don’t miss the news on Mendocino County’s own redistricting 
commission, in the local section of this Voter. 

June update from LWVC

League-Supported Bills
The following bills have all made their way from their first chamber to their 
second: 

The Racial Justice Act for All (AB 256, Kalra) is one step closer 
to providing relief for every Californian who has faced a racially-biased 
conviction or sentence. The #RJA4All will make the provisions of the Racial 
Justice Act retroactive to ensure that everyone is afforded an opportunity to 
pursue justice.  

Motor Voter AB 796 (Berman) is on its way to streamlining the voter 
registration process at the DMV. Our court case, League of Women Voters of 
California v. Annis, temporarily improved the DMV’s practices to enhance 
consistency, uniformity, and fairness. Now we are working to permanently 
enshrine these best practices into law. 

Transparency for lobbying SB 459 (Allen) offers greater 
transparency and more timely information about the big money groups who spend 
millions of dollars every year to lobby the legislature and influence legislation. 

Soils against CO2 SB 27 (Skinner) is a crucial step to help California 
reach carbon neutrality by 2045 by creating CO2 removal targets for natural and 
working lands. 

Bad apples SB 2 (Bradford) is a common sense measure that would create a 
statewide process to revoke the certification of a peace officer following the 
conviction of certain serious crimes or termination of employment for causes due 
to misconduct. 

Easier homebuilding SB 10 (Wiener) will ease some of the barriers to 
building small multifamily developments, and in doing so, address one of the 
factors that has led to an undersupply of “missing middle” housing or medium-
density housing near jobs and transit. 

Recall Election Scheduled
The California Gubernatorial Recall Election has been scheduled for September 
14. Now is the time for voters to make sure their registration is up to date. Ballots 
will be mailed to active registered 
voters by August 16.  Voters can 
cast their ballots by mail or in-
person at the county registrar's 
office, as soon as they are 
received.  Your voting status can 
be checked at Online Voter 
Registration | California Secretary 
of State.  

Voters will be asked if Governor 
Newsom should be recalled 
(removed from office). If 50% or 
more voters vote NO, the 
governor will remain in office; if 
more than 50% of voters vote 
YES, the governor would be 
removed from office. In a separate question, voters will pick the governor’s 
potential replacement. You can choose a preferred replacement even if you vote 
NO on the recall. Since 46 candidates are running, the new governor could win 
with less than 3% of the vote.  

Our League will furnish more information about the recall election in the 
September Voter. In the meantime, check out the candidate information at 
votersedge.org. 

LWVC Convention presentation:

Health Care Disparities
by Paula Cohen 

Dr. Susan Rogers, a member of Physicians for a National Health Program, spoke 
at the State League convention about Health Care Disparities and How We Got 
Here.  She showed how discrimination in housing to communities of color 
through redlining has led to inadequate health care access, and how that history 
influences disparities among populations today.  She gave shocking numbers 
about current disparities: for example, that rural communities with average 
incomes of less than $35,000 have zero ICU beds in 50% of their hospitals; or that 
of the 180 rural hospital closures in 2010; 17 were in Georgia, 16 in Oklahoma 
while only 4 were in California.  Her solution is to adopt single payer health 
insurance as the best way to equalize disparities and improve the health of all 
people.   

Check out more of Dr. Rogers’ thoughts and conclusions at the session recording.  
The national League’s current healthcare position agrees with her conclusion. 

Notes from the Convention

Climate Change and Water 
by Nancy Kleiber 

There were 89 attendees at the Climate Change Workshop. Some key takeaways: 

• To achieve Climate Justice while alleviating climate change, we need to focus 
on how food is distributed and disposed of. One third of the world’s food is 
wasted and 18% of our state’s landfill is composed of food. 

• Twenty-five per cent of California land is in farm or ranch use.  We need to 
promote healthy soils programs, especially those which increase water 
retention.  

• We need to promote electrification and eliminate natural gas as a source  for 
heating/cooking. Natural gas is mostly methane and leaks at all points in the 
delivery process, from extraction through conveyance to storage.  Gas stoves 
are a major contributor to asthma. 

• The League is participating in Drive Clean events to promote Vehicle 
Electrification on 7/10, 7/14, 10/16 & 10/20 (See next article). 

• We must encourage government at all levels to electrify buildings and vehicles. 
[Note—see elsewhere in the Voter about local efforts in this area, in conjunction 
with The Grass Roots Institute. Our Mendocino League will focus in detail on 
Climate Change: Local Effects and Remediation Actions in our October 
programming.] 

California’s water infrastructure is focused on snow melt and rivers, but our last 
normal year for snow was 2010.  2015 was a very dry year which we are now 
duplicating.  Without snowpack the fire season comes earlier and lasts longer. 

• Over 50% of our state’s population lives in southern California, which has 3 
sources of water, all of which are drier than ever simultaneously. 

• 80% of California’s developed water goes to agriculture.  We need to promote 
less water-intensive crops (No to almonds and alfalfa), retire agricultural land, 
and restore natural flood plains. 

• We should promote water conservation, wastewater usage, and desalination. 

LWVC Climate Change Task Force

It’s Cool to Drive Clean
As part of its emphasis on the environment slated for October, the Mendocino 
League is highlighting the following suggestion from the California League’s 
Climate Change Task Force: 

The state and national Leagues have declared a climate emergency, urging all 
local Leagues to include Climate Action as a high priority in 2021. The most 
important step a typical California resident can take to reduce carbon emissions is 
switch to an electric vehicle. The LWVC, together with Drive Clean California 
(driveclean.ca.gov), is co-sponsoring a “ Drive-Clean-a-Thon”—a tell-a-friend 
campaign designed to greatly increase awareness of the importance and benefits 
of EV driving. 

During the one-hour Zoom event, League EV drivers, e-bike experts, and climate 
and clean air enthusiasts will all share their interest in clean air and a cool planet. 
The event will discuss the experience of owning an EV, describe the benefits, and 
debunk myths. Participants will be able to attend additional educational events, 
and will receive priority placement for Drive Clean’s EV Discount Program.  

You can register for sessions on Saturday, October 16 at 5 PM: or on Wednesday, 
October 20 at 6 PM. 

Note: Our October meeting, also about climate change, will be an evening Zoom 
meeting on Tuesday, October 19. 

LWVUS Updates
Voting Rights Legislation:  On July 13 National League CEO 
Virginia Kase Solomón urged passage of the For the People and the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Advancement Acts:  “We applaud President Biden for elevating the 
need for the For the People Act and we urge him to use the full weight of the 
presidency to see this bill become law. Our democracy is in crisis. Since the 2020 
election, we have seen new barriers to voting and continued attacks on our 
democracy in the forms of anti-voter laws and dangerous disinformation. These 
deliberate barriers to voting disproportionately target voters who are Black, 
brown, female, and young. President Biden quoted the late Congressman John 
Lewis in his speech, saying, ‘Democracy is not a state. It is an act.’ The League 
agrees that now is the time to act. Now is the time for the White House and 
Congress to take immediate action to pass both the For the People Act and the 
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, bills that partner to protect our voting 
rights. We call on President Biden and Vice President Harris to bring senators 
together and protect our freedom to vote.” 

Voting Rights Court Decision:  On July 1 the CEO criticized the 
Supreme Court’s 6-3 decision in Brnovich v. Democratic National Committee:  
“The Court’s ruling today is a devastating blow to our democracy and will clear 
the way for states to pass discriminatory laws, put up barriers to voting, and chase 
problems that do not exist. Today the Supreme Court had an opportunity to 
protect the freedom to vote at a critical moment in our history, yet the Court ruled 
to maintain a status quo of discriminatory voting policies in Arizona and to 
continue the attack on the Voting Rights Act. Since the 2013 Shelby Co. v. Holder 
decision that gutted key protections from the Voting Rights Act, we have seen a 
sharp increase in the number of anti-voter policies across the country that too 
often disenfranchise Latinx, Native American, and Black voters. Today’s ruling 
takes us down a harmful path. The Court’s majority even acknowledged that the 
impact of Arizona’s law on minority voters is twice what it is on white voters. But 
instead of protecting voters who have historically faced greater 
disenfranchisement, the Court focused on the voting experience of the majority of 
voters, which is not the intent of the Voting Rights Act.”  

Juneteenth:  On June 17 national President Deborah Ann Turner discussed 
the new federal holiday in a letter to League leaders:  “We are excited to see that 
the Senate has unanimously voted to make Juneteenth, the anniversary of the end 
of chattel slavery in our country, a federal holiday. This is a step in the right 
direction, but it does not rectify the continued inequities in our country, nor the 
racist violence we still see being perpetrated today. Bills like the For the People 
Act, the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act, the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act, 
and the Washington, DC Admission Act (HR 51) are crucial in ensuring true equity 
for and protection of Black people in our country. I encourage you all to celebrate 
this Saturday by expanding your knowledge of Black History and mobilizing on 
the issues that impact Black lives. But more importantly, I ask you to take the 
pledge to say something when you hear or see racist comments or acts. The duty 
to make America a country which truly exemplifies justice and freedom for all is 
on each of us—inside and outside of League.” 

2020 Election Effort:  In May the US office published an Election 
Impact Report showing that the LWV Empowered Millions of Voters in 2020. “In 
the face of unprecedented hardships and a nation-defining election, League 
members advocated tirelessly for a fair and safe voting process in 2020.” This 
support included fighting for fair voting rules in court; providing people, 
particularly those in marginalized communities, with voting tools; making 
VOTE411.org, our voting information hub, available in both Spanish and English; 
defending the US Postal Service; partnering both with nonprofits like the 
American Library Association and businesses like Sweetgreen; and much more. 

Electoral College:  The League opposes a new proposal for reforming 
the electoral college called the Voter Choice Ballot (VCB). The League’s attempt 
to explain the complicated effects of this proposed system is aptly titled, “Think 
Before You Ink.”. 

New Leadership Team:  On July 28 the names for a new national 
executive committee were announced. 

LWVUS offers guide to

Mis- and Dis-Information
Part of the national League’s Women Power Democracy Initiative is the 
Democracy Truth Project, which recently published a guide for spotting and 
combatting false narratives in the news and on social media. 

“Mis- and dis-information are two of the most insidious tools used to undermine 
our democracy and the value of every person’s voice. Learn how to recognize 
them and stop them in their tracks. Misinformation is inadvertently sharing false 
information without the intent to harm, for example, your sister says that the latest 
local bill will raise taxes because that’s what she heard from a trusted 
friend. Disinformation is intentionally sharing false information with the intent to 
harm, for example, your sister lies that the latest local bill will raises taxes 
because she knows that’s the only way you won’t support it. 

“While disinformation may seem like the worse of the two, it’s frighteningly easy 
to spread misinformation. Remember the game “telephone” and how it shows that 
our messages get distorted over time? Every day, we play telephone in our face-
to-face conversations, over social media, and more, with important political 
information.” 

The article lists five steps to follow to spot false information: research the source, 
check the date, cross-check, read past the headline, and question any emotionally 
charged content. It goes on to list three tips to stop its spread—don’t engage, 
share correct information, and report it. 

Please read and share the complete article.  

Quilting Opportunity
in support of DC statehood

From the Washington, D.C. League: 

The Quilts4DC Statehood Quilt Challenge is now underway through September 
30, 2021. Create a quilt inspired by the opportunity for Washington, DC, to 
become the 51st state. Your creation can be any shape, any style, and any pattern 
or design (properly attributed) within the size limitations (maximum of 96 inches 
in circumference but no smaller than 8 inches by 12 inches), as long as it meets 
the definition of a quilt with a finished edge. Completed works for an online quilt 
exhibition can be submitted electronically in September 2021 (instructions 
available at the end of August), and selected works have the opportunity to 
become part of one or more in-person exhibitions in early 2022.  

Challenge instructions and resources can be found online; for more information or 
any questions, contact us at quilts4dc@gmail.com. Join us on Facebook (Quilts 4 
DC Facebook Group) to collaborate, share your work, and find inspiration. 
Follow the fun on Instagram (Quilts4DC) and Twitter (@Quilts4DC). Quilts4DC 
is organized by quilters in the DC region in association with the League of 
Women Voters of the District of Columbia.
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Sturdy Links
If the link in the article doesn’t work, try pasting the address into your browser.  You may 
need to edit out spaces. 

Woman suffrage displays in Ukiah:   katarzyna@pacific.net, or mdavison@cityofukiah.com. 

LWVC convention: lwvc.wordpress.com 

LWVC Homelessness Action  Policy: lwvc.org/our-work/positions/homelessness-action-
policy 

LWVC Charter School policy:  my.lwv.org/sites/default/files/july_2021.pdf 

Healthcare inequities: https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/caucus-healthcare.mp4 

Check your registration: Online Voter Registration | California Secretary of State 

LWVUS healthcare position: https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/lwv-position-on-
healthcare-handout.pdf 

Local Redistricting: https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-redistricting-
prerecording.mp4 and https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-redistricting.mp4 

Youth Mental Health:  
healthymendocino.org/tiles/index/display?id=201966010441971769. 

Drive-Clean-a-Thon:  zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAld-
mvrD8tGt29y3yIU2yUdOJwNcJMNAf5 (10/16) or zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcrcu-
opjwvHdGTUPm_rQLb6LCxSIlTZaUn (10/20) 

Grassroots Institute discussion: https://jukebox.kzyx.org/index.mob.php 

Overlooked suffragists: nytimes.com/interactive/2018/obituaries/overlooked-ida-b-
wells.html; heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/p/may-23-2021 

Voter choice? lwv.org/blog/think-you-ink-lwv-opposes-voter-choice-ballot-proposal 

LWVUS executive team: lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwvus-announces-new-executive-
team 

Mis- and Dis-Information: lwv.org/blog/your-guide-mis-and-disinformation 

Quilts4DC: https://www.lwvdc.org/quilts4dc 

Proposition 15 Update: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqd-
GorzgjHdGm0xTlFJCFX5k7RV8QCWLh 

LWVC Prop 15 Google group:  

Finding common ground: ted.com/talks/
matt_trombley_the_beauty_and_complexity_of_finding_common_ground 

Redistricting Advisory Commission: www.mendocinocounty.org/redistricting 

Grand Jury reports: mendocinocounty.org/government/grand-jury/2020-2021-reports 

Coastal land transfer: mendovoice.com/2021/05/mcguire-sponsored-bill-would-give-172-
acres-of-mendocino-oceanfront-back-to-tribes/; advocate-news.com/2021/06/24/states-
transfer-of-coastal-land-to-native-tribes-faces-local-opposition/: advocate-news.com/
2021/07/15/community-column-in-favor-of-the-blues-beach-land-transfer/ 

League Links
Mendocino County League’s website:  https://my.lwv.org/california/mendocino-county 

Mendocino County League’s Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LWVMendo1 

League positions can be found at:  https://lwvc.org/our-work/positions 

To join the LWVMC Zoom meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89709597226?
pwd=V25pSUEwOGpHUHpxdmYrRHlrNzJLQT09 

Links to more LWVC 
Convention Highlights

The Climate Change Task Force explains the why and what of the CA effort regarding Food, Soils, 
Agriculture, Wildfires, Climate Justice, Electrification of Buildings & Vehicles, Municipal & Regional 
Climate Action Plans:  https://youtu.be/qlOn8TZAV0Y. 

Top Water Concerns:  https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-water.mp4. 

What is Environmental Justice?  https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/caucus-env-justice.mp4. 

DEI Tools & Task Force—ways to frame language that centers people and their experiences: 
  https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-dei.mp4. 

And Justice For All – Criminal Justice Reform—addressing equity and justice issues in our community:  
 https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-criminal-justice.mp4. 

Health Care: Inequities & Opportunities:  
  https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/caucus-healthcare.mp4. 

Immigration & Deportation:  https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/caucus-immigration.mp4. 

Homelessness (Unhoused) Action Policy & Toolkit—resources to assist with local issues:    
 my.lwv.org/california/homelessness/homelessness-action-policy-local-league-toolkit. 

The Housing Position & How to Use It: https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-housing.mp4. 

Best Ideas/Projects for Advocacy:   
 https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-adv-great-ideas.mp4. 

High School Civic Engagement:  https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/caucus-hs-civic.mp4 
 and CA Dept. of Education “State Seal of Civic Engagement award: 
   https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr20/yr20rel76.asp. 

Redistricting—the importance of “communities of interest” & engaging at the local level: 
 https://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2021/06/workshop-redistricting.mp4. 

Honoring Suffrage Heroes
In these times when the League wants to correct biases in its 
recognition of history—especially, to include people of color 
in the record of who has worked for the voting rights of all— 
Voter readers may want to learn more about Ida B. Wells and 
Frederick Douglass.  

Ida B. Wells is the first biography in the New York Times file 
of Overlooked Obituaries. Heather Cox Richardson has 
written an informative feature about Frederick Douglass, 
whose name is attached to our local League’s special fund for 
including diverse members.

Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that the land where we live 
and work is the unceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began. This 
land is territory of Yuki, Cahto, and Pomo. 
Other tribes were massacred and forcibly 
displaced from their homelands.These tribes 
are the Wailacki, Nomlacki, Pit River, and 
Concow. 

We are surrounded by traditional ancestral 
territory, and current homeland, of several 
indigenous nations, including the Cahto 
Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria, the 
Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians, the 
Guidiville Rancheria of California, the 
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians, the 
Manchester Band of Pomo Indians, the 
Pinoleville Pomo Nation, The Potter Valley 
Tribe of Pomo Indians, the Redwood Valley 
Little River Band of Pomo Indians/
Redwood Valley Rancheria, Round Valley 
Indian Tribes, the Sherwood Valley Band of 
Pomo Indians, and the Yokayo Rancheria.

Calendar
August 16   Fort Bragg High School registration project 

September 14  Gubernatorial recall election 

September 28 (Tuesday) Members’ meeting: “Redistricting”  
    6:00 PM Zoom 

September 28  National Voter Registration Day 

October 19 (Tuesday) Members’ Meeting: Climate 
    6:00 PM Zoom 
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