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OPENING MESSAGE 

                                                            Katty Chace 

 

 went last week with Katherine Wolfthal and new member Shirley 

Small-Rougeau to a talk by Middlesex Sheriff Peter Koutoujian 

sponsored by the Newton League of Women Voters in partnership 

with several other Leagues, including Weston.  Sheriff Koutoujjan 

(Photos on Page 3-4) was impressively enthusiastic, progressive and 

humane in describing his approach to corrections.  He has instituted 

programs which recognize and treat addiction and mental illness 

among the incarcerated, as well as special programs for the youngest 

prisoners.  He pioneered a program which serves the families of 

prisoners, and is now considering a program to serve the special 

needs of prisoners over the age of 55.  He also mentioned a short- 

story book group for men on probation in which he has been involved 

recently, which also includes two judges and a corrections officer.  He 

is currently serving as President of the Massachusetts Sheriff's 

Association.  It was altogether a very encouraging 

presentation.  Unfortunately, all women prisoners are sent to MCI 

(Massachusetts Correctional Institution) Framingham, where many of 

these enlightened programs are not available.  

 

In late October, Representative Alice Peisch joined us at the library for 

a Saturday morning Coffee Hour (photos on Page 3). She spoke at 

length about the education bill crafted by the Education Committee, 

which she chairs.  She was pleased to note that the bill, which will 

make considerably more money available to schools in less affluent 

cities and towns, was supported by her Senate counterpart, which 

considerably increased the chances that the entire legislature will 

support it.  She said that this year, the focus in the legislature will be 

on transportation improvement, which should be appreciated by 

frustrated commuters, and other users of the T, the rails and the 

roads. 

 

The Special Town Meeting on December 3rd at 7:00 at the High School 

has 13 articles on the warrant, the first 6 of which will be covered by 

a consent agenda, taken under a single vote unless otherwise 

requested.  That means that the Selectmen hope and expect they will 

not be very controversial.  Article 11 deals with appropriating funds  
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for the Josiah Smith Tavern construction project 

(see article on Pages 15-17)  Article 12 addresses 

Community Choice Aggregation, which would 

authorize the Board of Selectmen to initiate the 

process of seeking to aggregate energy and 

contract for electric supply to decrease 

greenhouse gas emissions (see Page 13).  Article 

11 would amend the town's general by-laws to 

allow the Weston Police Department to perform 

fingerprint-based national criminal record checks 

in order to obtain certain licenses issued by the 

town. 

 

Polling stations for Precincts 1 and 2 will be 

changed as of the next election, which is the 

Presidential Primary on March 3, 2020.  Instead of 

voting at the Methodist Church on Route 117 and 

St. Peter’s on Boston Post Road, both precincts 

will now vote in the auditorium at Town Hall.  This 

will offer elevator access, good parking, and 

simplicity of staffing by the Town Clerk's 

office.  Also, I realized as one who works at the 

polls and is treated to cold drafts of March and 

November winds every time another voter opens 

the door to enter, more comfort. 

 

For those of you who have not yet renewed your 

League membership, please take this opportunity 

to do so now with the membership form at the 

back of this Bulletin.  Dues are still $60 for an 

individual membership and $85 for a household 

membership, a real bargain when you realize that 

when you join you become a member of the 

LVWUS and the LWVMA, as well as our local 

League. 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 

OCTOBER 2019 - MARCH 2020 
                               
November 28, Thursday………………………………………………………….THANKSGIVING                    
     
December 3, Tuesday…………………………………………………………….. Special Town Meeting 
7:00 p.m. 
Weston High School Auditorium 
 
December 10, Tuesday…………………………………………………………….LWVW Board Meeting 
56 Bogle St.     All Members Welcome 
(Kathy Rousseau, 781-235-6559) 
 
December 25, Wednesday…………………………………………………………CHRISTMAS 
 
January 1, Wednesday……………………………………………………………..NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 
  
March 3, Tuesday, 2020…………………………………………………………...Presidential Primary 
(Precincts 1 and 2 now vote at Town Hall)     (Super Tuesday) 
Extended Hours Expected 
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Coffee Hour at the Library with Alice Peisch                                                                                                    

 

                 Representative Alice Peisch                                                                   Middlesex  County Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          Next Page: Pamphlet illustrating some of the programs introduced 

                                                                                                     by the Middlesex Sheriff’s Office under the leadership of Sheriff            

                                                                                                                  Peter J. Koutoujian 
Photographs by Katherine Wolfthal                                                 
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BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 

Kathleen Rousseau 

 

 

he November  meeting was held at the home of Katherine 

Wolfthal. 

 

We have paid for our website, which was updated this 

summer.  More membership dues were collected 

 

The Coffee Hour with Alice Peisch was quite well attended.  

She spoke a lot about the education bill, which is up for 

approval now.  It contains more money for gateway cities.  

Transportation was the other major issue that was addressed.   

 

Town Meeting: There are 13 articles in the warrant.  One of 

them is on electricity aggregation.  There have been, and will 

be, sessions to explain this is.  Information is also on the town 

website. 

 

State Ballot Questions: Signatures are now being taken to get 

these on the ballot.  The Ranked-Choice voting question is for 

2020. The issue of voting by incarcerated felons will not be 

taken up until 2022 because it requires a constitutional 

change. 

 

Voter registration drives should take place in late January or 

early February.  Katty has written to Marty Cochran (H.S. - U.S. 

history teacher) about letting the kids know about the 

deadline for registering for the primary.  There should be a 

letter in the Town Crier also. 

 

Tonight there will be a meeting with Sheriff Koutoujian in 

Waban at 7:00. This is sponsored by the Newton LWV along 

with others, including Weston.  Katty, Katherine, and Shirley 

will be going.  

 

Barbara Flannery and Katty went to Needham to see the 

suffrage play. This was a sell-out, about 400 people.  Shirley 

knows the author of the play.  

 

The Gillespie land 40B is going forward; others in court. 

CWHEN IT’S TIME FOR ACTION  
 
     President 
      President Donald J. Trump 
      The White House 
      Washington, D.C.  20510 
      http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
 
       U.S. Senators 
      The Honorable Elizabeth Warren 
       (617) 565-3170       
       317 Hart Senate Office Building 
       Washington, DC 20510 
 (202) 224-4543 
      Contact: 

www.warren.senate.gov/?p=email_senator 
    
       The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
 617-565-8519 
 218 Russell Senate Office Building 
 Washington, DC 20510 
 (202) 224-2742 
  www.markey.senate.gov/contact.cfm 
 
      U.S. Representative 5 th District  
      The Honorable Katherine Clark 
      1415 Longworth House Office Building 
      Washington, D.C. 20515 
      (202) 225-2836 
      http://katherineclark.house.gov/ 
 
      Governor 
      Governor Charlie Baker 
      Office of the Governor 
      State House, Room 280 
      Boston MA 02133 
  (617)725-4005 
       http://www.mass.gov/governor/constituent-

services/contact-governor-office/ 
       
      State Senator 3rd Middlesex District 
      The Honorable Michael J. Barrett 
      (617) 722-1572 
      State House, Room 213A 
      Boston MA 02133-1054 
      E-mail: Mike.Barrett@masenate.gov 
       
    State Representative 14 th Norfolk District  
     The Honorable Alice Hanlon Peisch 
      (617) 722-2070 
      State House, Room 473G 
      Boston MA 02133-1054 
      E-mail: alice.peisch@mahouse.gov 
 

      Weston Board of Selectmen 
      781-786-5020 
      Weston Town Hall, P.O. Box 378 
      11 Town House Rd.  
      Weston, MA 02493 
      E-mail: selectmen@westonmass.org 

T
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Senator Susan C. Fargo 

1942 – 2019 

 
The Weston League of Women Voters is saddened to learn  of the death of Senator Susan Fargo, who 

represented  our town for many years. She was  elected to eight consecutive terms in the 

Massachusetts State Senate serving the 3rd Middlesex district (the 5th Middlesex district prior to 2003) 

from 1997-2012. 

 

As Senator, Susan served as Chair of the Public Health Committee and Co-Chair of the Committee on 

Elderly Affairs. She was widely praised for her tireless work to ban smoking in the workplace, to 

increase access to affordable housing, to advance the circuit breaker bill that provides tax credits to 

many elderly, and to champion the health of women, including legislation that affirmed the rights of 

mothers to nurse their babies in public. 

 

A celebration of Susan’s life will be held on Saturday, November 23rd at 3pm at the First Parish Church, 

4 Bedford Road, Lincoln. A private burial will be held at Lincoln Cemetery. 
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COUNCIL ON AGING 

LOCAL AND GLOBAL DISCUSSION GROUP 

BREXIT 

Thursday, December 12,  1:15 p.m. 

s of this writing, no one knows for sure 

where Brexit is going. Or when. 

British lawmakers have approved the deal 

that Prime Minister Boris Johnson negotiated 

recently with the European Union, but have 

rejected his efforts to fast-track it. 

Meanwhile, EU leaders are sending mixed 

messages. EU Council President Donald Tusk is 

asking leaders to give the U.K. until Jan. 31 after 

Johnson said he would pause his efforts to push a 

deal through by the end of October. Meantime, 

French officials don’t see a justification for 

extending Brexit for more than a few days beyond 

the current Oct. 31 deadline. 

Many EU officials want to avoid getting involved in 

what they regard as a domestic British issue, but 

are weary of spending so much time on the 

question 

at the expense of the challenges faced elsewhere 

within the organization. 

The Local and Global Discussion Group of the 

Weston Council on Aging plans to take up Brexit at 

its December 12 meeting. The event will be held 

from 1:15 to 3:00 pm in the Great Room of the CoA. 

The meeting is open to the public, with an 

emphasis on an interest in the issues and civil 

discussion around the table. Participants are 

invited to stay until 4 pm to continue their 

discussions on an informal basis. 

Moderator will be Graham Atkin, a British-born 

resident of Lincoln. 

For further information on this meeting or on 

the group in general, contact Paul Sullivan 

(781-893-5005; paulrsullivan@yahoo.com) 

or Susan Wagner(508-733-8810; 

susanwgnr@gmail.com). 

A

mailto:paulrsullivan@yahoo.com
mailto: susanwgnr@gmail.com
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ARTICLES ON THE WARRANT FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

DECEMBER 3, 2019, 7:00 P.M., WESTON HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
 

To see the complete Warrant, visit 

https://www.weston.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_12032019-5123 

 
Article 1.  Appropriate for Water Line 

Improvements - Fire Department 

 

Article 2.  Appropriate for Historical Surveys - 

Historical Commission 

 

Article 3.  Appropriate for Emergency Mental 

Health Response - Police Department 

 

Article 4.  Appropriate for Water Tank Study 

 

Article 5. Appropriate for Land for Recreational 

Use - Rail Trail Plant Buffer 

 

Article 6.  Petition for Special Legislation: Detail 

Officers 

 

Article 7 .  Amend General By-laws - Select Board 

Article 8.  Amend Zoning By-laws: Applicability to 

Lots on Scenic Roads 

 

Article 9 .  Amend Zoning By-laws - Transit-

Oriented Senior Development (Submitted by 

Citizens' Petition) 

 

Article 10.  Transit-Oriented Senior Development 

- Merriam/Hallett Hill (Submitted by Citizens' 

Petition) 

 

Article 11.  Appropriate for Historic Resources - 

Josiah Smith Tavern Construction Funds 

 

Article 12 .  Community Choice Aggregation 

 

Article 13.  Amend General By-laws: Civil 

Fingerprinting 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.weston.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_12032019-5123
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INFORMATION   ON THE PROPOSED 

JOSIAH SMITH TAVERN RENOVATION 

 

To be voted on at the December 3 Special Town Meeting
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781-894-0347
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League of Women Voters of Weston 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 2019-2020 

 
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan, political organization, which encourages informed 
and active participation in all levels of government and influences public policy through education 
and advocacy. We serve the local community in many ways: 

 
• Sponsor Candidates and Issues nights before elections 
• Provide voter information and conduct voter-registration drives 
• Encourage voter participation with banners and rides to the polls 
• Study local, state and national issues and hold open meetings 
• Act upon carefully considered positions by lobbying and circulating petitions 
• Publish a "Know Your Town" booklet 
• Train members to be active and involved citizens. 

 
Our membership year runs from July 1 to June 30. As  a Weston member, you also belong 
to and receive publications from the State and Nati onal Leagues.  

 

Name   _ Date   _   Address_ 

 Phone   

Email    Check one: ❏Renewal ❏New Member 

 
I enclose a check made payable to The League of Women Voters of Weston* for: 

 
• $60 Individual Membership (covers required local dues to the State and National Leagues) 
• $85 Family Membership (two individuals in the same household) Name of 
second household member:    

 

Any contributions above and beyond regular dues are greatly appreciated and assist our local 
league in providing more services and offsetting our operating expenses. 

 
$ _ TOTAL ENCLOSED 

  ________________________________     
 

❏ $ LWV Education Fund (Tax-deductible contribution made payable by separate 
check to the LWV Education Fund ) 

 

Return form to: Katty Chace, 15 Conant Rd., Weston, MA 02493 
 

Do you know a friend who might be interested in joining the League of Women Voters? 
Name, address & phone _ _ 

 
* It is the policy of the LWV of Weston that no resident shall be refused participation in the League because of 
inability to pay. If a hardship preventing payment of dues exists, please contact Katty Chace at 781-790-1087. 


