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Voter  Guide  for  the  2020  Election:  Harper  ISD  School  Board  

The  League  of  Women  Voters  is  a  nonpartisan  civic  organization  and  does  not  support  or  oppose  any  
candidate  or  candidates  or  political  party  or  parties.  VOTE411.org  is  an  online  database  for  voters  to  read  
about  candidates  who  have  filed  for  an  office  in  local,  state,  and  national  elections.  VOTE411.org  includes  the  
elections  that  have  at  least  two  or  more  candidates  on  the  ballot  for  an  office.  All  responses  to  questions  come  
directly  from  the  candidates  and  are  not  edited  by  League  of  Women  Voters  -  Hill  Country  Texas.      

Harper  Independent  School  District  School  Board:  term  of  office  is  4  years.  
The  Harper  ISD  Board  of  Trustees  consists  of  seven  members  elected  by  eligible  voters  to  serve  a  four-year  
term.  Elections  are  held  in  November  of  even  numbered  years.  Each  candidate  serves  in  an  at  large  position  for  
the  term  and  represents  the  entire  school  district.  Harper  ISD  includes  portions  of  Gillespie,  Kerr,  and  Kimble  
counties.    
Duties:  adopt  goals  and  priorities  and  monitor  success;;  adopt  policies  and  review  for  effectiveness;;  hire  and  
evaluate  the  superintendent;;  adopt  a  budget  and  set  a  tax  rate;;  and  communicate  with  the  community.    
The  election  is  for  three  at  large  positions  on  the  Harper  ISD  Board  of  Trustees.  The  three  candidates  with  the  
highest  number  of  votes  will  be  declared  as  elected.  

Susan  Doak   John  Paul  Fogle   Victor  E.  Garrett  III  (Trey)  
Email:        sfdoak@gmail.com   Email:     Email:        trueblueamerican81@gmail.com  
Phone:      830-370-6810   Phone:     Phone:      580-369-8690  
Website:  N/A   Website:     Website:  N/A  

  

Roy  L.  Kasper   John  Seargeant   Henry  I.  Sherman  
Email:          fivespot@windstream.net   Email:     Email:    
Phone:        830-864-5054   Phone:         Phone:    
Website:     Website:     Website:    

  

Amy  Spiess   Erin  Eskew  Worrell  
Email:        arcats1@windstream.net   Email:  worrellerin@gmail.com  
Phone:      830-792-6963   Phone:  512-413-1616  
Website:     Website:  https://ww.facebook.com/ReElectErinWorrellHarperISD  

  

1.    What  experience  and  knowledge  qualifies  you  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  Harper  ISD?      
Doak:  I  am  qualified  to  run  for  the  school  board  
because  I  am  a  registered  voter,  a  resident  of  
Gillespie  County,  I  have  a  college  education,  BA  in  
Psychology,  have  never  been  convicted  of  a  felony  
and  I  am  not  a  current  employee  or  related  to  anyone  
in  the  Harper  ISD  district.  I  have  almost  20  years'  
experience  working  in  upper  management  for  a  global  
company  with  over  50  employees  and  a  managed  
budget  of  50  million  dollars  annually  

Fogle:  Candidate  has  not  yet  responded.  
Garrett:  I  own  and  operate  Garrett  Auctions,  a  
successful  hill  country  business.  Not  having  
experienced  the  responsibility  of  holding  a  position  as  
a  board  member  my  contribution  to  the  board  would  
be  a  very  conservative,  common  sense  approach.  
The  same  approach  that  I  rely  on  in  operating  my  
business.  In  my  business  I  deal  with  people  from  all  
walks  of  life  and  often  times  in  tough  situations.  
Though  it  may  be  uncomfortable  working  through  
these  situations  in  the  moment,  they  have  taught  me  
that  if  you  look  hard  enough  there  is  a  solution.  

Kasper:  I  spent  23  years  on  active  duty  in  the  Air  
Force,  I  retired  in  1991  and  went  back  to  work  for  the  
Air  Force  as  a  civil  serveant.    I  retired  again  2004.    I  
worked  as  the  Purchasing  Agent  for  Quantum  
Components  in  Fredericksburg  from  2004  to  2014.      I  
have  served  on  the  St  James  Lutheran  Church  
council,  Harper  Library  Board,  the  Harper  Historical  
Soceity  Board,  American  Legion  Post  650  in  Harper,  
VFW  post  7105  in  Fredericksburg,  and  the  Harper  
Help  Center  Board.  I  have  held  leadership  positions  in  
the  military  and  the  local  community  organizations.  

Seargeant:  I  am  a  USMC  Veteran  and  have  3  
wonderful  children  that  attend  Harper  ISD  and  my  
wife  is  the  PTO  President.  I  am  involved  in  my  church  
and  community.  I  am  a  highly  organized,  detailed-
oriented,  and  self-motivated  professional.    I  have  
extensive  weapons  training  experience  and  can  
provide  input  and  guidance  towards  school  security  
matters.  I  have  been  self-employed  for  years  and  can  
provide  guidance  and  feedback  regarding  school  
finances.      

Sherman:  Candidate  has  not  yet  responded.  
Spiess:  I  have  been  a  registered  voter  since  1976  
and  always  participated  in  our  election  process.  I  
have  lived  in  Gillespie  County  since  1997.  I  have  
been  following  our  Texas  State  School  board  
elections  over  the  years  and  I  have  promoted  
candidates  that  I  most  trusted  to  support  
Conservative,  Pro  American  educational  curriculums.  
I  participate  with  several  organizations  that  support  
life,  liberty  and  our  constitution.  

Worrell:   I've   served   four   years   on   the   Harper   ISD  
Board  of  Trustees.  I  have  been  through  many  oversight  
processes   such   as   budgeting,   contract   approvals,  
facility   priorities,   policy   changes   and   staff   hiring,  
including   the  hiring  of  a  superintendent.   I  am  a  small  
business   owner   and   work   in   marketing   and  
communications.   In   prior   jobs   I   was   responsible   for  
multi-million   dollar   budget   planning   and  
implementation  which  has  helped  me  understand   the  
crucial   budgeting   process   for   our   district.   I   have   two  
children   attending   Harper   ISD   and   am   passionate  
about  providing  a  safe  and  wholesome  education  for  all  
students  and  staff  in  our  school.  
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2.  What  is  the  most  pressing  issue  facing  the  Harper  ISD  and  what  do  you  hope/plan  to  do  about  it?      
Doak:  According  to  Texas  Values  
(texasvalues.org),  the  State  Board  of  Education  
has  added  a  topic  in  the  Science  TEKS  of  "social  
Justice"  which  will  open  the  door  for  LGBTQ  
advocacy.  I  do  not  believe  this  belongs  in  
Science  classes  as  it  will  only  lead  to  further  
"politicization  of  the  Science  TEKS".  I  support  
setting  curriculum  standards  to  keep  our  children  
focused  on  essential  work  and  knowledge  skills,  
along  with  critical  thinking  skills.  Diversity  and  
inclusion  can  be  taught  without  pushing  any  
specific  agenda.  Project  1619  and  Children's  Sex  
Education  are  also  pressing  issues.  
Fogle:  Candidate  has  not  yet  responded.  
Garrett:  Well  the  answer  to  this  question  may  
seem  odd.  The  main  reason  that  my  family  lives  
in  Harper  is  so  our  children  can  attend  Harper  
Schools.  It  is  my  goal  to  keep  the  same  core  
values  in  place  that  have  made  Harper  ISD  such  
a  desirable  school  district.  I  know  that  no  school  
is  perfect  and  there  is  always  room  for  
improvement  but  I  feel  there  is  a  higher  academic  
and  moral  expectation  for  the  students  at  Harper  
ISD  in  many  ways  and  I  intend  to  do  what  I  can  
to  maintain  that.  
Kasper:  Two  issues  that  I  see  are  safety  of  our  
children,  the  teachers  and  staff  from  both  terrorist  
type  attack  and  COVID-19.    The  school  board  
and  facility  has  done  a  great  job  on  both  these  
issues,  I  would  lobby  to  keep  improving  the  
safety  measures  in  place  now.

Seargeant:  Budget/Safety  are  always  pressing  matters.  We  
want  our  students/staff  to  feel  safe  when  they  are  in  school.  
My  USMC  experience  can  help  contribute  in  ensuring  our  
school  remains  safe  &  fun.  I  would  work  hard  to  make  sure  
that  the  money  received  in  support  of  our  school  is  allocated  
to  benefit  our  students  and  provide  the  necessary  resources  
to  our  staff.  I  will  ensure  that  our  children  have  appropriate  
rules  in  place  to  provide  them  with  the  foundation  they  need  
to  be  strong,  respectful,  and  kind  while  also  allowing  them  to  
be  unique  individuals.  

Sherman:  Candidate  has  not  yet  responded.  
Spiess:  Harper  like  all  schools  in  Texas  and  across  the  
country  have  new  learning  Issues.  Since  Covid  19  school  
teachers  and  students  struggle  with  studying  online.  Our  
schools  need  an  environment  that  makes  learning  fun,  
exciting,  and  safe  from  policies  that  have  nothing  to  do  with  
basic  education  skills.  What  has  passed  in  the  Austin  school  
districts  on  "Children's  Sexual  Rights"  is  wrong  and  way  too  
close  to  home.  Sexual  health  and  mental  health  issues  
belong  to  the  parents  for  decisions  not  the  school  system.  

Worrell:  A  pressing  issue  is  adaptation.  We  must  adapt  our  
educational   responsibilities   to   the   changing   world.   This  
comes   in  many   forms   such  as   funding,   safety,   technology,  
population,  demographics,  staff  recruiting  and  retention,  and  
much  more.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  a  fiscal  responsibility  
to  our  tax  payers.  Our  state  continues  to  shift  the  burden  of  
school  funding  to  local  taxpayers  while  making  provisions  for  
some  of  that  local  funding  to  use  in  other  areas  of  the  state  
budget.  We   have   to   adapt   to   this   and   unfunded  mandates  
from  the  state.  We  continue  facing  this  challenge  and  provide  
outstanding  educational  opportunities.  
  

3.  What  are  the  citizens  who  live  in  the  school  district  telling  you  about  school  problems?  
Doak:  The  citizens  that  I  have  spoken  to,  
including  pastors  in  area  churches,  speak  very  
highly  of  Harper  ISD  and  voice  little  to  no  
concerns  within  the  district.  It  would  be  an  
honor  and  a  privilege  to  serve  on  the  Harper  
ISD  School  Board  ensuring  that  our  children,  
the  future  of  tomorrow,  have  a  solid  foundation  
under  them  as  they  leave  and  make  their  way  
into  society.  A  solid  foundation  that  will  continue  
to  include  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  

Fogle:  Candidate  has  not  yet  responded.  
Garrett:  I  honestly  have  not  heard  a  lot  of  
negative  feedback.  If  elected  I  will  be  a  listening  
ear  for  citizens  of  Harper  ISD  to  voice  their  
concerns  and  will  do  my  best  to  assist  in  finding  
a  fair  and  positive  solution  to  their  concerns  or  
problems.  
Kasper:  No  one  has  brought  any  problems  to  
me.  This  is  because  most  people  don't  know  I'm  
running  for  a  seat  on  the  school  board.    I  think  
the  current  school  board  is  doing  a  great  job  
and  know  of  no  problems.

Seargeant:  As  a  parent,  most  of  the  topics  that  others  have  
discussed  with  me  are  related  to  school  safety  and  
budget.    We  all  want  to  make  sure  that  the  staff/students  are  
safe  and  that  our  teachers  have  the  necessary  resources  and  
are  compensated  for  the  work  they  put  in  supporting  our  
children.  

Sherman:  Candidate  has  not  yet  responded.  
Spiess:  Harper  ISD  has  a  strong  and  well  run  program  but  
like  all  school  faces  challenges.  We  want  our  children  to  excel  
in  our  school  system  and  remember  as  a  wonderful  time  in  
life  where  friendships  were  made,  teachers  were  mentors  and  
basic  education  skills  were  achieved  to  accomplished  their  
dreams  for  a  future  in  this  great  nation.  

Worrell:  I  have  many  conversations  with  our  student-  and  non-
student  families.  They  overwhelmingly  want  to  maintain  a  small  
school   feel   with   strong   values,   excellent   teachers,   and  
opportunities  for  student  success.  Safety,  quality  of  teachers,  
CTE   offerings,   and   technology   are   often   discussed.   Our  
citizens  are   typically  supportive  of  our  school  district  and  the  
steps  we've   taken   toward  making   our   school   a   positive   and  
safe   environment   for   our   students   and   staff.   It   has   been   an  
honor  and  a  privilege  for  me  to  serve  the  students,  staff  and  
citizens  of  Harper  ISD  for  the  past  four  years.  

  
Sample ballots and other Information from the Gillespie County Election Department posted online: 
https://www.gillespiecounty.org/page/election_info 
  

Election  Day  for  2020  General  Election:  Tuesday  -  November  3,  2020  from  7:00am  to  7:00pm  
  

Compare  other  candidates  online:  www.VOTE411.org  
Website sponsored by the League of Women Voters, which is nonpartisan and nonprofit.  


