Welcome! We are glad you are here!
Here We Go! Membership Meeting - September 16, 2025



Thus far this year ...

January - Announced winners of annual Barb Harris Student Essay
Contest

January 8 - LWVMT’s “2025 Montana Legislature: Taking Action”
zoom to track and comment on legislation this session

January 14 - Education Briefing book Recap via Zoom to prepare
for consensus meeting

January 16 - Book and Discussion Group: Health

January 23 - Help Shape Helena’s Future Forum on Growth Policy
and Land Use Plan held jointly with Lewis & Clark Library

January 24 - Joined LWVMT Table at State Capitol for Climate
Advocacy Day

February 1-28 - Members continued to respond to LWVMT Action
Alerts for the Montana Legislature

February 13 - Tabled for Constitution Day Rally at State Capitol

February 14 - Celebrated LWVUS’ 105t Birthday at Library during
Art Walk; invited public to help create Democracy Tree

February 19 - Many members attended Rally for Public Lands at
State Capitol

February 25 - Held in-person and Zoom meeting to come to a
consensus on updated Montana Education Position

February 27 - Book & Discussion Group: How to Stand Up to a
Dictator — Maria Ressa

March 1-31 - Members continued to respond to LWVMT Action
Alerts for the Montana Legislature

March 6- Zoom meeting with LWVMT to discuss proposed LWVUS
Judiciary Position

March 10 - Held Consensus Meeting via Zoom for LWVUS Judiciary
Position

March 20 - Book & Discussion Group: How to Stand Up to a
Dictator — Maria Ressa part 2

March 27 - Coordinated Land Use Planning — membership meeting
and public forum held jointly with Lewis & Clark Library

April 1-30 - Members continued to respond to LWVMT Action
Alerts for the Montana Legislature

April 5 - Tabled at Hands Off Rally at State Capitol — LWVUS a joint
sponsor

April 19 - Tabled at Stop the Save! Rally at State Capitol

APriI 22 - LWVHA Annual MembershifJ Business meeting — elected
officers, passed budget, approved bylaws changes

April 23 - School Board Candidate Forum public meeting held
jointly with Lewis & Clark Library

April 24 - Book & Discussion Group: How to Stand Up to a Dictator
— Maria Ressa part 3

April 28 - Our Public Schools: Levies, Laws & Local Impact
educational forum held jointly with Lewis & Clark Library

May 3-4 - Montana League of Women Voters Convention in
Bozeman

May 5 - Voter Registration Reboot held by Voter Services
Committee

May 6 - Special Election held for Helena Public School Board of
Trustees

May 7 - Observers Luncheon held by Local Government
Committee

May 20 - Active Learning! Civics Education for All showcasing
Suffrage Timeline, Nitty Gritty of Voting

May 22 - Empowering Presenters with News Literacy Knowledge
zoom and public meeting sponsored by LWVMT

May 29 - Book & Discussion Group: Jonathan Haidt’s The Righteous
Mind and The Anxious Generation part 1

June 7 - Tabled at D-Day Anniversary Protest Rally at State Capitol

June 14 - Many members attended No Kings Rally at State Capitol;
partisan, so not endorsed by LWVUS

June 18 - LWVHA begins sending representatives to Yes! for
Helena Schools to weekly meeting to organize to pass school bon

June 23 - Civics Trivia at Brothers Taproom membership meeting

June 26 - Book & Discussion Group: Jonathan Haidt’s The
Righteous Mind and The Anxious Generation part 2

July 5 - Many members rallied at Constitution Park to protest the
unlawful ICE detention of Christopher Martinez

July 7 - Members attended and sEoke out at the Helena City
Commission meeting to protest the unlawful ICE detention of
Christopher Martinez; president of LWVHA gave a statement
asking for clear policies

July 10 - LWVHA member & LWV of Missoula reported on court
hearing of Christopher Martinez in Missoula

August 2 - Members marched with LWVHA banner in Helena Pride
Parade; YES! For Helena Schools marched with them

August 5 - First Tuesday Sip & Share Coffee

August 7 - Speed Date Your Candidates! Candidate forum held
jointly with the Helena Area Chamber of Commerce

August 9 - Member Postcard Party to get out the vote for Yes! for
Helena Schools

August 12 - Sip & Share Coffee
August 19 - Sip & Share Coffee

August 21 - Save Our Tradition of Excellence: School Facilities
Matter Public Forum

August 26 - Sip & Share Coffee

August 26 - Tabled at Kiwanis Event at Myrna Loy showing movie
Join or Die

August 28 - Book and Discussion Group
September 2 - Sip & Share Coffee
September 9 - Sip & Share Coffee

September 9 - Primary Election for City Commissioner and Mayor
of Helena

September 11 - Young Professionals Informational Social

September 16 - Here We Go Membership Meeting



Our Positions Drive Our Work

e QObserver Corps

e Educational Forums
 Collaborating to Empower
e Rallies




Coming to Consensus on Positions

New LWVUS Position on the Federal Judiciary

The Federal Judiciary position states that, within the bounds of the US Constitution,
the overarching principles of transparency, accountability, independence, and ethics
are essential to an effective federal judiciary. It notes that these principles are not only
essential for a strong democracy but also foster public trust in the federal judiciary and
adherence to the rule of law, which is the essence of our constitutional democracy.

Read the full Judiciary Position at https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues.

New LWVMT Position on Education

To promote efficient and equitable financing of public education, with the state
funding its share of the cost, and to provide a high-quality public education
beginning in early childhood, which produces graduates with skills in critical
thinking, reading, writing and mathematics and an understanding of democracy
and how governments function.

Read the full Education Position at https://my.lwv.org/montana/position/education.



https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://www.lwv.org/impact-issues
https://my.lwv.org/montana/position/education

Empowering & Educating Voters

e Election Information
 Voter Registration

e Public Programs VOTE 411

e Legislative Tracking

ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED

e Community Presence



Engaging and Growing Our Membership

e Sip & Share
e Membership Committee
* Young Voters Project

* Young Professionals Initiative




Informing Our Members and Our Community

 LWVHA Book Club

e Outreach & Communications
 Monthly IR Column

e Social Media




Civics Education

e Civics Education Presentations with LWVMT
O Suffrage Timeline & Nitty Gritty of Voting

 Barb Harris Student Essay Contest

e Judged the 2025 Civics Bee




Be active and engaged with the Helena Area LWV!

e Stay informed! Read the monthly Voter and email updates and reminders

* Follow social media and visit our website: https://lwvhelena.org

e Pop into Sip & Share (Tuesdays at 10:00 am)
e Attend meetings and forums (being here is a good start!)

e Join a committee (PLEASE)

Come to Book Club meetings and social events (on Zoom or a member’s home)

e Check out our “What You Can Do” handout (there’s something for everyone!)

Get to know one another (in these times, we need community and friendships)


https://lwvhelena.org/

Here We Go! Which Committee Will You Join?

e Book Club e Program

e Civics Education e Student Essay Contest

e Communications  VOTE411

 Health Care * Voter Services

 Local Government * Young Professionals Initiative
e Membership * Young Voters Project

What really matters from the point of view of social capital and civic engagement is not merely
nominal membership, but active and involved membership. ... Social capital makes us smarter,
healthier, safer, richer, and better able to govern a just and stable democracy.

Robert D. Putnam, author of Bowling Alone and featured in the documentary, Join or Die
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