
Opinion …

The Democracy Deficit
An Independence Day reflection

by Dorine Real 

As self-identified lovers of democracy, we have lately been doing a lot of 
worrying about “threats to democracy.” These threats include regime changes in 
other countries, the delegitimization of personal liberties, and people and groups 
who hope to exercise autocratic power. Another type of threat, less discussed, is 
the threat from within:  the failure of our governing system (and our society as a 
whole) to be truly democratic. This failure causes citizens to become disillusioned 
and apathetic, and denying the problem only makes thoughtful citizens, especially 
young people, angry and cynical.  

The LWV has made a start at confronting this problem head-on by starting a 
major project to abolish the Electoral College. But presidential election by 
popular vote will only be a start. There are many other Constitutional and legal 
arrangements that are not really democratic:  some are antithetical to democracy, 
such as slavery and the failure to guarantee the franchise to all citizens. Slavery 
abolished! Hurrah! Franchise extended to all races and sexes! Hurrah! But other 
provisions (largely incorporated to protect the institution of slavery) are also 
undemocratic because they give residents of less populous states more power:  the 
election of the U.S. Senate and the President. The life tenure of the Supreme 
Court makes it an unaccountable ruling cabal. And the Constitution still leaves 
states the power to put “qualifications” on the right to vote. Scholars may have an 
even longer list. 

Then there are the undemocratic legal provisions we have allowed to grow up 
since the Founding. The Senate filibuster. Political parties with protected 
privileges (Did you know that Republicans get the same number of seats on 
California’s redistricting commission as Democrats, although there are currently 
almost twice as many registered Democrats?). Wealth-based legal advantages like 
fines and bail. And then there are the institutional and cultural patterns that 
privilege certain classes of people. 

With all these flaws, can we even call our system of government, let alone our 
society, a democracy? Can we love it? I think we can. I think we must. The 
alternative is intolerable. 

It is fashionable to say that the problems in our Constitution are not mistakes, but 
were put there deliberately. The corollary to this is that the Founders were just 
scheming for (continued) power. Supporting that view, it is clear that the power to 
elect the legislature and executive were deliberately skewed to protect slavery. 
And the Supreme Court was deliberately insulated from waves of public opinion 
(think of Prohibition or the Red Scare) that later ebb. But I believe the Founders 
as a group really aspired to a new, radical form of government based on the ideals 
of human equality and personal liberty. They were severely limited by two things. 
The first was the necessity to keep the states together and get their plan ratified, 
which required compromise both with each other and with their constituencies—
the wealthy and powerful of their home states. The second was a failure, or rather 
a limit, of moral imagination. They thought they believed in equality, but they had 
never actually experienced it. They hadn’t lived in a society where women or 
Black people or non-Christians had equal rights; they imagined that society only 
dimly. It will be up to us, the voters and activists of the present and future, to 
implement the changes we know need to be made, and to stretch our moral 
imagination to an even higher level of equality and human flourishing. 

Leader’s message …

Abolish the Electoral College
One person, one vote

from LWVC 

The LWVC is proud to stand with the League of Women Voters of the United 
States (LWVUS) by joining the One Person One Vote campaign to abolish the 
Electoral College. Five times in American history the will of the people was 
overridden, as the presidential candidate with the most votes did not win the 
presidency. Five times, millions of votes were silenced. This is because our 
system does not prioritize the power of its people, but the power of the Electoral 
College. The Electoral College is an outdated relic initially created by enslavers to 
disempower voters—especially Black voters. Today, it's simply a threat to our 
democracy, as it puts the decision-making power in the hands of politically 
motivated Electoral College members, rather than the American people. 

It's no surprise that most American voters want to eliminate the Electoral College. 
Just as we advocated for a more representative democracy in the early days of the 
women's suffrage movement, we're doing so now. The LWVUS created the One 
Person One Vote campaign to demand that the people's voices be heard. The One 
Person One Vote campaign aims to educate, engage, and activate the American 
people. To achieve a new system for electing future presidents by direct popular 
vote, we must use a multi-pronged approach to: 

• Educate, engage, and activate communities to support a constitutional 
amendment to abolish the Electoral College 

• Inform voters on how the Electoral Count Reform Act (ECRA) will impact the 
2024 elections; and 

• Pass the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact by 2028. 

One Person One Vote will move our nation beyond the archaic Electoral College 
and toward true representation—a democracy powered by the people, for the 
people.    [See also the LWVUS article below—eds.] 

Jane Person 

Annual meeting …

Starting an ElectionYear
Twenty-two members attended the Mendocino County League’s Annual Meeting 
on June 1 at the Caspar Community Center. The 2023 minutes and the 2024–25 
budget, which had been pre-published in the Annual Meeting packet, were 
approved by those present, as were the by-laws changes.  

Membership Chair Cindy Plank provided background for the bylaws changes by 
outlining the major revamp to dues collection which the U.S. League will 
implement early in calendar year 2025. After the changeover, new and returning 
members will be able to join any unit online from the lwvus webpage, with an 
option of automatic renewal. Membership dues will cover the next 365 days 
following payment, instead of being good for the fixed program year, as the local 
unit has done. As happens now, there will be an option to choose to donate above 
your dues level, along with a “pay what you can” option, with a minimum of $20. 
Full dues will be higher than what LWVMC has lately charged—going up to $75 
for a full priced membership. LWVMC has not traditionally collected dues for 
local use (all dues have been sent to the state and national offices) but will now 
receive back a portion of the overall membership fees collected from our local 
members. The biggest change is that household memberships will be 
discontinued, so couples will no longer receive a discount on a second 
membership. Dues will be collected this fall in the usual way, however. 

For the coming fiscal year the membership elected Charlene McAllister as 
President, Carole Press and Sydney Grange as Vice-Presidents, Nancy Severy as 
Treasurer, and Mendocino High School student Annabell Guinan as Secretary. Pat 
Dunbar, Dorine Real, and Paula Cohen were elected as Directors, and Charlene 
immediately appointed Jary Stavely, Peter McNamee, and Darra Williamson as 
additional Directors. Jim Havlena was elected the off-board chair of the Budget 
Committee, and Cindy Plank (stepping from being a Director) was elected the off-
board chair of the Nominating Committee. Also leaving the board for the coming 
year are Nancy Kleiber and Lee Tepper. Sadly, Jane Person, who was also re-
elected as a Director, passed away later in the month [see article above]. 

Dorine reviewed the local program recommendations (beyond voter services in 
this election year and youth outreach), which had been discussed in February and 
had been published in the packet, and reminded those present that none of them 
were likely to take place unless they received personal commitment to carry them 
through. Members articulated several ideas in response—maintaining a consistent 
voter registration presence at the Farmers’ Market and the local high schools; 
focusing on local energy production and micro-grids; continuing to highlight local 
sustainable food production and climate issues. There was considerable 
enthusiasm and a vote to participate in a democracy festival which Peter 
announced that GRI was planning to hold on July 7, and which Annabell thought 
that the Northern California Youth Policy Coalition would support. Illnesses and 
other complications have since delayed that event. 

Everyone who came enjoyed a delicious potluck luncheon during the meeting. 
Special thanks to the Westport Hotel for a wonderful lentil soup, and to all who 
brought such nice things to share. 

Coastal Program Update
by Jary Stavely 

On May 16 the GRI Vision group held another of its bi-monthly reviews of the 
LCP Updates being conducted in Mendocino County. County Chief Planner Julia 
Krog showed 24 other zoom participants the latest facts and figures on what has 
been, and is, taking place with the multi-million dollar county-wide portion of the 
update. As reported at the March update review meeting, three consultant 
contracts have been approved, to Larry Walker Associates for a Coastal 
Groundwater Study, to TJKM Transportation Consultants for a Rte. 1 Traffic/
Highway Capacity Study, and to EMC Planning for a Visual and Archeological 
Resources Study. As of the date of the May zoom meeting, WRA Inc. had been 
selected for a Biological Resources/Habitats & Natural Resources Consultant, but 
the contract was still pending approval by the Board of Supervisors. Julia reported 
that at that time the window for the Request for Proposals (RFP) for selecting a 
CEQA consultant had not yet closed [It was due to close May 23.].  

Initial “kickoff” meetings with the three consultants officially selected were held 
in March and April, and work on them has begun. As next steps in this part of the 
update process, she expected to continue work with various consultants on 
gathering of background information and existing conditions; to obtain executed 
contract with WRA, Inc. for Biological Resources/Habitats & Natural Resources 
work; and to complete the RFP for the CEQA consultant. The groundwater study 
includes taking samples from wells throughout the coastal zone—Voter readers 
who are willing to participate in simple testing should email Julia directly at 
krogj@mendocinocounty.gov. 

The separate (but certainly equally important) part of the LCP Update process is 
the Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment study, which was funded separately 
by the Coastal Commission. An RFP for consultants for its Sea Level Rise 
Resilience Strategy was also closing on May 23. As it is crucial both for the 
county’s and for Fort Bragg’s LCP Updates, staff of both governments were to 
collaborate in selecting the consultant. 

At the conclusion of the county presentation, zoom host Peter McNamee 
entertained a number of questions from the participants. Michael St. John asked if 
and how the coast’s need for more housing will be incorporated into the process, 
to which Julia replied that the resilience strategy may forecast where land use 
zoning could best incorporate additional units. Coastal Commission 
representatives said that it encourages local governments to plan for any 
necessary relocation from eroding shorelines in their LCP Updates; and while the 
groundwater and traffic studies may provide useful information for such “planned 
retreats,” the county does not expect to make major zoning changes as part of this 
process. Participants also discussed the need to allow for future increases in 
electric capacity on the coast, as fossil fuel use becomes more restricted, as 
mandated by the state. The session concluded with a focus on the problem of 
getting CCC approval to dispose of all the biomass accumulating on the coast 
from dying trees. A recording of the meeting is available online, at the bottom of 
GRI’s “Vision” page. The next bi-monthly review of the process is scheduled for 
July 18. 

November Election 

Filing for Office
Local offices are important …

The November 5 election will feature various positions in local government. The 
candidate filing period runs from July 15 to August 9, but if no incumbent files, 
the end date for running for that incumbent’s seat is extended 5 days until August 
14, Among the positions available are two seats on the Fort Bragg city council, as 
well as seats on the councils of Ukiah, Willits, and Point Arena. School districts, 
various community and fire protection districts, and other boards will also have 
positions on the November ballot. Prospective candidates should check with the 
government organizations they care about to find out what’s “up”. 

More information, including the necessary forms, can be found on the elections 
department website. 

Climate Action in Action
Our sister group, Climate Action Mendocino, which meets inland, is actively 
pursuing strategies to ameliorate the effects of global warming. Cindy Plank has 
sent League board members a copy of the minutes of their June meeting, which 
shows that they are taking action to help pass SB 1374 in the California 
legislature. The measure would “reverse the CPUC decision to strip apartment 
buildings, schools, farms and other properties with more than one electrical meter, 
of the ability to use their own rooftop solar to power their buildings. Instead [the 
CPUC] gave the utility ownership of the solar energy produced by these 
customers, and required the customers to buy it back from the utility! SB 1374 
[would] end that decision when it passes the California legislature.” That bill has 
passed the state Senate, and is currently under consideration by the Assembly 
Utilities & Energy Committee. 

The group, which includes League member Eileen Mitro, is also concerned with 
food waste, climate change curriculum in the schools, and decarbonizing energy 
generation, and has links to the board of Sonoma Clean Power. Members 
regularly interact with the Board of Supervisors. It will meet again July 13 in 
Ukiah. Email climateactionmendocino@gmail.com to learn the time and location. 

Community Events
CasparFest booth
The Mendocino League of Women Voters will have a booth at CasparFest 2024, 
which will take place Sunday, July 21, from noon into the evening. Voter readers 
are invited to come visit the booth and to support the Caspar Community Center, 
our venue of choice for our own meetings. Here is a summary of what is planned: 

“The music begins with MendoTaiko, followed by Whiskey Wristwatch, a seven 
piece ‘polyjammerous’ band hailing from the Anderson Valley; the Old Growth 
Jazz Club, from greater Comptche, will swing the dance floor; local favorites 
Gwyneth Moreland & Angie Heimann will sing homegrown Americana as Ghost 
Pony; & wrapping up the day… the sizzling sounds of Tropiqueño, a ten piece 
salsa band from Arcata. 

“Between bands there will be youth performances by Caspar Ballet & Grupo 
Folklorico y Teatro de Jovenes. The marketplace will include over 30 vendor & 
non-profit booths. Flockworks will offer kids’ activities & our annual Cupcake 
Walk (for all ages), with live music by the String Sisters (Frannie Leopold & Judy 
Stavely), will take place indoors at 5:30 pm. Great local organic food will be 
offered by Dalen & the Caspar kitchen crew, with beer, wine, & margaritas 
available at the bar. Admission is free with donations encouraged. Please leave 
your animal friends at home.” 

Benefit Concert a Success for All Involved
The May 18 In the Mix concert benefitting the League youth outreach programs 
raised $793, “and it was a delightful time listening to a capella singing,” 
according to President Charlene McAllister, who sat at the door. Heartfelt thanks 
are due to Nancy Severy, for arranging the event, and to all the singers who 
cheerfully entertained the large audience for the event at St. Michael’s church in 
Fort Bragg. 

Citizenship Class Commencement
On June 4, a party honoring the 21 graduates of Anne Thomas’ final citizenship 
class was held at the John Dietrich Center in Fort Bragg. Nine members of the 
class have already received their citizenship, and the remaining 12 have had their 
formal interviews scheduled. Anne is retiring, but the class will continue under the 
leadership of Julie Rumble. League members Cindy Plank, Gregoria Cordoba, 
Charlene McAllister, Nancy Severy, Morning Nichols, and Jary Stavely mingled 
with the graduates, their families, and their mentors during the festivities. Several 
new citizens registered to vote on the spot. The honorees were Gloria Barrera, 
Cristian & Isabel Diaz, Maria Elena Gaeta, Consuelo Hurtado, Isabel Padilla, Luis 
& Cristina Rubio, Minelva Viramontes, Maria Chony Fonseca, Oswaldo 
Hermosillo, Salvador & Sonia Jara, Andrea Medina, Miguel Mex, Hector 
Montano, Rosa Mora, Maria Elena Moreno, Irene Perez, Marco Ramos, and Luz 
Yañez. Scholarships raised by the Justices of the Mendocino Coast Jewish 
Community assist class members with their citizenship applications. 

Healthcare District Developments
The Mendocino Coast Health Care District recently held public meetings about 
the state of rural medicine and the future of the hospital in Fort Bragg. On May 
30, Leigh Pierre-Oetker, a senior research analyst with the California Center for 
Rural Policy, Dr. William Miller, medical director at the Adventist Health 
Mendocino Coast Hospital, Fort Bragg Chief of Police Neal Cervenka, and 
Lucresha Renteria, the Executive Director of Mendocino Coast Clinics, presented 
a broad and sobering view of the particular health problems facing the Mendocino 
coast, and what responses are being made to them. According to reporting by 
Sarah Reith, “While there were a few bright spots for Mendocino County, such as 
low levels of suicidal ideation among high school juniors, [problems like] high 
rates of smoking, drug overdose, homelessness, and firearm deaths outstrip state 
and regional averages. Poverty, drinking, and car crashes are rampant. Like much 
of rural California, Mendocino County has a shortage of healthcare providers, 
including a decline in public health staff.” 

In a May presentation to the Health Care District board, a State seismic expert 
gave his estimate that the seismic retrofit and needed repairs of the Fort Bragg 
hospital (still owned by the Healthcare District) would cost $34,000,000. 
However, a new story by Ms. Reith documents why Health Care District board 
chair Paul Garza believes that funding and loans are now available to accomplish 
the overhaul, which is mandated by state law. 

Urchin Farming Explored
The Noyo Center for Marine Science held a month-long North Coast Kelp Fest 
from mid-May until mid-June. A well-illustrated Mendo Fever article by Sarah 
Reith describes how the Center is exploring the possibilities for urchin farming, 
both as a means of assisting the recovery of the local marine ecosystem, and as a 
bolster to the Blue Economy effort in Noyo Harbor. The Blue Economy initiative 
is a key part of the LCP Update process being undertaken by the city of Fort 
Bragg. 

Sustainable Gardening Is 
Becoming Easier
Garden Friendly Community Fort Bragg has been 
improving the South Lincoln Street Community 
Garden by turning all of the in-ground plots into 
raised beds. Using lumber donated and trucked over 
from Redwood Valley, volunteers have been 
building boxes and preparing the ground for their 
installation. A work party was held on June 8. To 
help, or use the garden, go to the GFCFB website. 

Free Speech

Hate Speech or Alarm?
Sacramento High School Newspaper Incident Raises Issues

Dorine Real recommends that we think about the issues raised by a high school 
newspaper’s publication of an overheard remark praising Hitler, and the school 
district’s seeming over-reaction. In a letter to League readers she writes, “The 
school district apparently takes the position that the way to deal with difficult 
issues is not to mention or discuss them.  Scarily, many of the adult commenters 
seem to agree.  Our values of an informed electorate and vigorous civic dialogue 
need defending!” 

The incident was initially reported in an article in the Sacramento Bee by Ariane 
Lange and by local television. Readers who subscribe to the Bee can read the 
story, and a sequence of editorials about the issues involved:  
• Comment praising Hitler in Sacramento class prompts debate after high school 

paper prints it: (May 6) 
• Sacramento school suspends journalism adviser after student paper printed 

Hitler quote: (May 8) 
• McClatchy High School is censoring the student newspaper, trampling on free 

speech: (May 9) 
• Sacramento schools leader: McClatchy High controversy was not about 

censorship: (May 23) 
• Sacramento City Unified is still punishing the McClatchy High journalism 

teacher: (June 3) 
Others can catch a CBS news spot. 

Our member …

Grant to Latino Media Project
League member Loreto Rojas, who was honored, with colleague Diana 
Coryatt, at the 40th Annual Women’s History Gala in Ukiah in March 
for her KZYX podcast Making History: Latinas/os in Mendocino, has 
again been recognized for her work on that project. California 
Humanities selected it as one of 13 documentary projects to receive 
grants for 2024. The California Documentary Project (CDP) is a 
competitive grant program run by California Humanities “that supports 
nonfiction media productions exploring California subjects and issues; 
use the humanities to provide context, depth, and perspective; and 
reach and engage broad audiences through multiple means, including 
radio and television broadcasts, podcasts, at community screenings and 
discussions, in classrooms and libraries, at film festivals, and beyond.” 

California League Advocacy
Redistricting
SB 977 (Laird) will require San Luis Obispo County to establish a Citizens 
Redistricting Commission to adjust district boundaries in accordance with 
California’s local redistricting law and the FAIR Maps Act of 2023. The League 
supports a redistricting process and standards that promote fair and effective 
representation with maximum opportunity for public engagement. The League of 
Women Voters of San Luis Obispo County has been deeply engaged in working to 
ensure the fairness of local redistricting. Last year, they intervened in a 2022 
lawsuit regarding the fairness of the Board-approved district boundaries. The 
resulting settlement required San Luis Obispo County to set aside the adopted 
map and reconsider alternative maps from the redistricting process, one of which 
was later adopted. SB 977 has moved through the state Senate and is now moving 
through the Assembly. Check out our letter of support here. We also supported AB 
1807, which applies fair redistricting standards to maps drawn in Riverside. 

Language Accessibility
AB 884 (Low) will make voting easier for people who speak languages other than 
English. California has the nation’s highest proportion of households that speak a 
language other than English at home, and millions of Californians who identify as 
limited-English proficient (LEP). AB 884 will improve language assistance and 
require counties to provide translated ballots to smaller language communities. 
The League will voice its support for this legislation during state Senate hearings. 
Check out our letter of support here. 

Motor Voter Task Force
AB 2127 (Berman) is an LWVC co-sponsored bill to extend the operation of the 
task force to enroll voters through the DMV for five years to January 2030. The 
extension would allow the task force to continue its work, avoid the rollback of 
critical gains that the DMV has made in increasing voter registration and keeping 
registrations current, and allow us to improve the system to promote more 
equitable access to voter registration. Read more about the bill in our letter. AB 
2127 is currently moving through the Senate Committee on Elections and 
Constitutional Amendments and the Senate Transportation Committee. 

Banned Books
The California Freedom to Read Act (AB 1825, Muratsuchi) prohibits public 
libraries from banning books or other materials based on the topic or content. This 
critical legislation was supported by the League's testimony and our powerful 
letter that was quoted in the Assembly Judiciary Committee's analysis, 
highlighting the dangers of erasing diverse voices through censorship. The bill has 
successfully passed the Assembly Judiciary Committee and moves to the 
Appropriations Committee. 

Multiple Candidacies
Clarifying Candidacy (AB 1784, Pellerin) aims to ensure that candidates cannot 
run for multiple offices on the same ballot. This legislation was prompted by a 
court ruling that permitted dual candidacies, undermining electoral clarity. LWVC 
Deputy Director, Dora Rose delivered compelling testimony supporting this bill at 
its first hearing, influencing its advancement through the Assembly Elections 
Committee and progress in the legislative process. 

Empowering Young Voters
This bill (AB 2627, Pellerin) addresses the disproportionately low voter 
registration and civic participation rates among Californians aged 18 to 34. It 
proposes the Civic Learning, Outreach, and Engagement Fund to enhance civic 
engagement among young voters. The LWVC supports programs that bring more 
people into the democratic process and amplify the collective voices of the youth 
and underrepresented voters. We are working with Assembly member Pellerin to 
amend the bill to encourage counties to collaborate with community-based 
organizations to assist in designing and implementing programs aimed at reaching 
students from communities that have been historically underrepresented in voter 
registration and voting. 

Voting from Jail
In April Chynell Freeman, LWVC Trudy Schafer Public Policy Fellow, joined 
advocates with the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights, Pillars of the 
Community, and Initiate Justice, to meet with state Senators about AB 544 
(Bryan), a bill we are co-sponsoring to provide grants for a pilot program to 
improve voter participation in jails. Chynell advocated for her family, colleagues, 
and also for the many Californians held in jail who are eligible to vote but are 
unaware that they can vote or lack access to ballots. She was joined in her 
lobbying by others who have been directly impacted by incarceration, sharing 
their stories about the alienating and hurtful impact that disenfranchisement had 
on their lives. This bill will provide much-needed access for eligible voters held in 
jails and is a step forward to ensure democracy works for everyone. 

Oregon Homelessness Case
In April the state League took its advocacy to the highest court in the nation. The 
LWVC joined forces with the League of Women Voters of San Francisco and a 
diverse coalition of San Francisco community groups to file an amicus brief in the 
landmark U.S. Supreme Court case, City of Grants Pass v. Johnson. This pivotal 
case addresses the civil rights of people who are homeless, marking a significant 
moment in the fight for human dignity. 

Stephanie Doute, the Executive Director, emphasized the League's commitment to 
justice and dignity as guiding principles in our approach to homelessness. 
“Criminalizing poverty only exacerbates the crisis,” Stephanie stated, advocating 
for compassionate, constitutional solutions. Our involvement underscores a 
deeper commitment to ensuring every Californian has access to affordable 
housing and the stability it provides. This case is a call to action for all levels of 
government to seek sustainable solutions that uphold our values of equality and 
justice. Read more about our stance here. 

On June 28 the high court decided against the league’s position in a 6–3 decision, 
not split entirely along usual conservative/liberal characterizations of the justices. 
A Press Democrat article by Jeremy Hay gives local background to the decision. 

Sheriff Accountability
In 2019, the LWVC advocated for AB 1185 (McCarty), a bill to make sure 
civilians have a say in police accountability. After the bill was introduced, our 
nation witnessed the deplorable murder of George Floyd, and the subsequent 
national outcry that shed a glaring light on the longstanding incidence of police 
violence. The protests and calls for accountability brought attention to the 
extraordinary power that elected county sheriffs hold over law enforcement, 
conditions of county jails, use-of-force policies, court-ordered evictions, policies 
related to cooperation with federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
and other areas breeding grounds of injustice. 

With the passage of AB 1185 in 2020, California took a monumental step toward 
establishing transparency and accountability of law enforcement while rebuilding 
trust between law enforcement and the communities they serve. Because the law 
allows but does not require the creation of civilian review boards, local Leagues 
and the LWVC’s Sheriff Oversight Group (led by LWVC volunteer Norma 
Nelson) have been working to educate community members and support the 
creation of sheriff oversight boards in counties across the state. 

In June, the LWVC and the ACLU of Northern California joined forces to co-host 
the formal kick-off for the California Coalition for Sheriff Oversight. As 
explained by Stephanie Doute, Executive Director of the LWVC, “Expanding 
civilian oversight across California is a critical step toward true accountability and 
justice. This coalition empowers communities to demand transparency and 
ensures that sheriff departments serve and protect everyone fairly. Together, we 
are driving a powerful movement to strengthen trust and integrity in law 
enforcement statewide.” You can watch the recording of the event here. 

Four years have passed since George Floyd's murder, yet the fight against police 
violence persists. The LWVC remains steadfast in its coalition efforts, dedicated 
to ongoing accountability and justice. To join the LWVC’s Sheriff Oversight 
Group, please contact Chynell Freeman at cfreeman@lwvc.org. 

California League 

Important Upcoming Webinars
Pros & Cons
Are you interested in writing Pros & Cons for your local measures, or writing 
Pros & Cons for the State League, but are intimidated or unsure about the 
process? LWVC First Vice President Carol Moon Goldberg will be leading a 
training webinar on how to write Pros & Cons for the League! If you are 
interested in writing Pros & Cons for the state propositions on the November 
ballot, please contact Sharon Stone at sstone@lwvc.org. The webinar happened 
on June 21 but was recorded and is available for anyone who could not attend. 

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Training 1: DEI 101:  Key Elements of DEI and Why It Matters, Tuesday, July 23, 
from 6–7 pm:  Register using this link. This webinar focuses on the critical 
components of diversity, equity, and inclusion. Dr. Ninochka McTaggart will 
delve into the definitions of these elements and lay the groundwork for 
understanding DEI basics. The webinar will explore the interconnectedness of 
these elements and provide a deeper understanding of key terms and concepts 
related to diversity, equity, and inclusion. This will empower participants to 
engage in informed discussions and play a role in fostering inclusive 
environments. 

The beginning of this webinar will be recorded, but we will stop recording during 
the open discussion session so attendees can feel more comfortable sharing. 

Inclusive Language
Training 2: Inclusive Language Basics and the LWC People First Language 
Guide, Tuesday, July 30, from 6–7 pm:  Register using this link. Dr. McTaggart 
will explain what inclusive language is, and the key concepts related to this term. 
Additionally, there will be a walkthrough of the LWVC People First Language 
Guide to demonstrate how inclusive language guides can be used to implement 
inclusive language practices. This guide aims to standardize the terminology used 
by staff, volunteers, and local Leagues in both advocacy and educational work. 
The webinar will conclude with an analysis of why inclusive language matters 
and how it can promote a more positive and cohesive organizational culture. The 
webinar is designed to assist League volunteers and staff in using people-first 
language and avoiding terminology with negative connotations. 

LWVUS News
Supreme Court Rules on Reproductive Rights
In FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine, SCOTUS ensured that, for now, 
women and those who may become pregnant have legal access to the medication 
abortion drug mifepristone. Then, in United States v. Idaho, the Court declined to 
rule (also for now) on whether states can restrict access to emergency abortion 
care. Their decision means that an Idaho law that prevents pregnant people from 
getting emergency abortion care in hospitals is now blocked to the extent that it 
conflicts with the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act. Since the 2022 
repeal of Roe v. Wade, reproductive care has been eroded in many states. The 
League of Women Voters continues to stand with people who may become 
pregnant in the fight for reproductive freedom. 

Gerrymandering Decision
In May the US Supreme Court issued a disappointing decision in Alexander v. 
South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP, overturning a lower court’s 
ruling that South Carolina’s congressional map was an unconstitutional racial 
gerrymander. LWVUS and the League of Women Voters of South Carolina filed 
an amicus brief in support of the plaintiffs in this case. This decision not only 
allows the state of South Carolina to continue using a congressional map that 
divides and reduces Black political voting power but increases the burden on 
voters who challenge unconstitutional racial gerrymanders in court. While this 
decision is upsetting, we will continue to fight all forms of racial discrimination in 
voting, including racial gerrymandering, and fair maps for all. Read our full 
statement on lwv.org.   

Election Information
Ahead of the critical federal election, LWV and VOTE411 partnered with several 
new activists and organizations to promote election information! To kick off Pride 
Month, members of the League of Greater Los Angeles, CA, LWVUS, and the 
LWV Board joined activist and pop icon Cyndi Lauper's float in the West 
Hollywood Pride Parade. Marching alongside members of Planned Parenthood of 
Los Angeles and True Colors United (which Cyndi co-founded), they encouraged 
parade-goers to make their voting plans at VOTE411.  

LWVUS campaign to 

Abolish the Electoral College
The League has launched its "One Person One Vote" campaign to activate voters 
around abolishing the Electoral College and building a truly representative 
electoral system. The Electoral College is a racist relic designed to take power 
away from the people. Just as we did during the women's suffrage movement, 
we're fighting for a democracy that is truly by and for the people. Spread the word 
of our movement by sharing our campaign landing page in your community and 
online. Leagues can find sample social media posts, videos, talking points, and 
more in our campaign toolkit. 

A panel discussion moderated by Celina Stewart, Chief Counsel for LWVUS, was 
held on June 27 featuring panelists Na'ilah Amaru, an Advocacy & Policy 
Strategist, Carolyn Dupont, University of Eastern Kentucky professor and 
historian, and Keesha Gaskins-Nathan, Program Director at the Rockefeller 
Brothers foundation. Topics raised included the nature of a healthy democracy, the 
history of previous attempts to abolish the electoral college through a 
constitutional amendment, how can women make a difference in this attempt, and 
more. The event ended with League leaders Kathleen Crampton and Joyce 
Williams explaining the importance of the National Popular Vote Interstate 
Compact as an initial way to deal with the unfairness of the electoral college, and 
of educating the public at the grassroots, local League unit, level. Interested 
League members can join national leaders in a monthly Zoom meeting by sending 
an email to abolishelectoral@gmail.com. 

A recording is available on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
leagueofwomenvoters/videos/1400194574032469). The event starts 12 minutes 
into the recording. 

Topics We’re Following …
Solano League Leaders Talk about Banned Books
Readers who followed our story about the Youth Empowerment Summit in the 
May Voter may wish to watch this clip from MSNBC. Alice Fried & Rami Muth, 
the two LWV Solano County members who presented at that event, discuss 
banned books and what we can learn from them on national television. 

NCYPC Leader in the News
Northern California Youth Policy Coalition leader Bode Gower, who spoke with 
League members at its March zoom meeting, was quoted extensively in a 
CalMatters article about how funding for rural schools is in danger. “Counties 
with large areas of public land get federal funding that many rural schools rely on. 
The most recent round of payments in May—$33.7 million for California—will 
be the last unless Congress votes to extend the program.” The article is online. 

Landline Service to Remain—for Now
On June 20, the California Public Utility Commission denied AT&T’s petition to 
abandon support for landline service in California. Many residents of Mendocino 
County appeared at a hearing held in Ukiah in February to oppose the proposed 
abandonment. Considerable background on the decision and on an administrative 
law judge’s ruling about the matter in May can be found in an article by Mary 
Benjamin in the Mendocino Beacon. 

According to news reports, AT&T is continuing to seek other ways to reduce its 
obligation to maintain all landlines, both by revamping CPUC rules, and with new 
legislation. An article by Ruth Dusseault in Bay City News has more . 

                             LWV info
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Links

Coastal: krogj@mendocinocounty.gov; https://www.grassroots-institute.org/vision 

Local candidate information: https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/government/assessor-county-clerk-
recorder-elections/elections/election-candidate-information 

Climate Action: https://www.climateactionmendocino.org/; climateactionmendocino@gmail.com 

CasparFest: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556154410861 (Old Growth Jazz Club); https://
www.gwynethmoreland.com/; https://www.angieheimannmusic.com/; https://www.facebook.com/
tropiquenoband/; https://www.flockworks.org/ 

Healthcare issues: https://www.kzyx.org/2024-05-31/coast-healthcare-forum-offers-grim-data; https://
www.mchcd.org/hcai-seismic-retrofit-requirements-5-25-2024; https://www.kzyx.org/2024-06-26/
healthcare-district-following-grand-jurys-financial-and-organizational-recommendations 

Urchin farming: https://mendofever.com/2024/06/19/fort-braggs-urchin-ranch-offers-hope-for-north-coast-
kelp-restoration/ 

Gardening: https://www.gfcgardensfortbragg.org/s-lincoln-st-garden.html 

Student paper: https://www.msn.com/en-us/kids/people-places/comment-praising-hitler-in-sacramento-
class-prompts-debate-after-high-school-paper-prints-it/ar-BB1m5poM;  

Making History award: https://calhum.org/2024-california-documentary-project-awards/ 

LWVC: https://click.everyaction.com/k/86768215/478955487/-628760201, https://click.everyaction.com/k/
86768216/478955488/-1048004454 (redistricting); https://click.everyaction.com/k/
86768217/478955489/2107653937 (language); https://click.everyaction.com/k/
86768219/478955491/-473795602 (MotorVoter); https://click.everyaction.com/k/
84256327/470963819/1894978110 , https://click.everyaction.com/k/84256333/470963842/-456632531 
(books); https://click.everyaction.com/k/84256345/470963886/-880650181 (young voters); https://
click.everyaction.com/k/86469883/477978142/2053674734 (voting fromjail); https://
click.everyaction.com/k/84256323/470963793/799561392 (homelessness); https://
www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/grants-pass-supreme-court-homeless-ruling-sonoma-county/ 
(homelessness); https://click.everyaction.com/k/86768212/478955484/-570133722, https://
click.everyaction.com/k/86768213/478955485/1354748199 , https://click.everyaction.com/k/
86768214/478955486/677223274 (sheriff) 

LWVC webinars: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqceCpqz0pG93pp-ysedpAl_IeJ_OKJ8fH  
(Pros and Cons); https://click.everyaction.com/k/86768210/478955482/-1371372791? (DEI): https://
click.everyaction.com/k/86768211/478955483/1507977806? (Inclusive language); 

LWVUS: https://default.salsalabs.org/T6d616f76-0626-4aa9-98ea-35fa7991e8a0/34be5bff-59c8-45df-
bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (mifepristone); https://default.salsalabs.org/
Tb0f35bba-684b-4a53-953f-5175d09cd224/34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (abortion); https://
default.salsalabs.org/T9bce4e5e-a306-4f27-8e73-1d2d8e8fc64b/34be5bff-59c8-45df-
bf3a-672b9216f0c7, https://default.salsalabs.org/Tbc3f1eba-b132-4b04-b8e2-b647bf81144f/
34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (gerrymandering) 

Electoral College (LWVUS): https://default.salsalabs.org/T4cb93c03-e289-4c73-af63-37e740f3966c/
34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7; https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvoters/videos/
1400194574032469 

Student newspaper: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3be_ZDJgyDw&ab_channel=CBSNewsSacramento(open access); https://www.sacbee.com/news/
local/education/article288354385.html (May 6); https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/
article288421761.html (May 8); https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/article288425233.html (May 9); 
https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/op-ed/article288699785.html (May 23); https://www.sacbee.com/
opinion/article288923504.html (June 3) 

Following: https://www.msnbc.com/ali-velshi/watch/-we-can-learn-from-discomfort-read-the-hard-books-
say-league-of-women-211638341601 (banned books); https://calmatters.org/education/k-12-education/
2024/06/rural-schools/ (Youth Policy Coalition); https://www.mendocinobeacon.com/2024/06/27/att-
must-continue-providing-landline-service/; https://localnewsmatters.org/2024/06/24/att-seeks-new-
legislation-that-would-affect-how-carrier-of-last-resort-status-is-decided/(landlines) 
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Calendar
July 4 (Thursday)  United States of America 
  Independence Day 
July13 (Saturday) Ukiah (email for details) 
  Climate Action Mendocino meeting 
July 15 - August 9 Mendocino County Courthouse 
  File to run for local offices 
July 18 (Thursday)  3:00-5:00 Zoom 
  GRI Update on Local Coastal Program process 
July19-20 
  Anniversary of Seneca Falls Convention in 1848  
July 21 (Sunday) noon on Caspar CC 
  Casparfest 

July 23 (Tuesday) 6:00 PM Zoom 
  LWVC Webinar: DEI Basics 

July 30 (Tuesday) 6:00 PM Zoom 
  LWVC Webinar: Inclusive Language 

The public is welcome at LWVMC events. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors.

                 Contact LWVMC
By mail:  P.O. Box 1128, Fort Bragg CA 95437 

By email:  voter@mcn.org Message phone: (707) 937-4952 

Our website:  lwvmendo.org 

Our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LWVMendo1 

LWV Mission Statement 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
strives to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.

League board meetings are always open to the public. League 
members and other interested folks are cordially invited to tune in and 
learn how the board operates. The next meeting will be held in person on 
July 9. Email Charlene for details.

Jane Person
On June 19 the Mendocino County League of Women Voters 
lost a dear and valuable leader when Jane Person unexpectedly 
passed away. She served the League devotedly as President, 
Director, Voter Services expert, newsletter adviser, and much 
more, and will be greatly missed. A future Voter will feature a 
fuller report on her life and plans to honor her memory. Here 
are two photos of her in action as our Forum-Organizer-in-
Chief. In one she is making sure everything is ready for a 
hospital board forum she set up in 2016, and in the other, 
accompanied by Nancy Kleiber and Carol Czadek, she is 
reviewing questions from the audience during a 2018 forum 
for county schools superintendent candidates. 

Is it a date? 
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