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ABOUT RODEL
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We are a nonprofit 

organization that partners 

with Delawareans and 

educational innovators 

from around the world to 

transform public education 

in the First State.

We’re working to make sure 

every student in Delaware 

gets a great education and 

empowering our state to 

become a leader for equity 

and excellence.

WHO WE ARE
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PARTNERSHIPS

Rodel support: convening, operations, policy research and development, and communications
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BACKGROUND

ON DELAWARE 

FUNDING
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STUDENT ENROLLMENT TRENDS BY HIGH-NEEDS SUBGROUP (2008-2018) 

Source: Delaware Department of Education. (2018). Online School and District Profiles: State 

Enrollment History for Public Schools; Delaware Department of Education (2012). Detailed 

Enrollment and Specialty Enrollment Reports (2008-2011). 

www.rodelde.org/ataglance/

http://www.rodelde.org/ataglance/
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http://rodelde.org/report/english-
learners/

ENGLISH LEARNERS 

BY DISTRICT

(2015-16) 

Source: Delaware Department 

of Education. (2016). 

www.rodelde.org/report/
english-learners/

http://www.rodelde.org/report/english-learners/
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Note: Per-pupil information 

is calculated by dividing 

total revenue by total 

student enrollment based 

on September 30 unit count 

(2016-17 school year). 

Source: Delaware 

Department of Education. 

(2017). Report Educational 

Statistics 2016-2017 

Finance Information. 

www.rodelde.org/ataglance/

AVERAGE 

REVENUES PER 

PUPIL BY 

DISTRICT

(2016-17) 

http://www.rodelde.org/ataglance/
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HOW MUCH money matters, and also HOW WELL it is spent.

CURRENT RESOURCE INEQUITIES

Students from low-income 
families are far less likely to be 
enrolled in higher-level math in 

8th grade than their higher 
income peers.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Assessment 

of Educational Progress, 2017 Mathematics Assessment.

Districts serving more students 
from low-income families tend 
to have lower average teacher 
salaries than districts serving 

primarily students from 
historically advantaged groups.

Data Source: DE Department of Education (2016–17), 
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/1490

Schools with more students 
from low-income families and 

students of color are more 
likely to have novice teachers.

Data Source: DE Department of Education (2016–17), Data 
Request

High-poverty schools have 
higher student-to-counselor 

ratios than low poverty schools.

Data Source: 2015–16 Civil Rights Data Collection and the 

2015–16 Common Core of Data.
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https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/1490
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Source: Georgetown Edunomics Lab (2015). Presentation 

to Education Funding Improvement Commission 

https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/

Domain/366/WESTT_FundingPresentation_2016.pdf

https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/366/WESTT_FundingPresentation_2016.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/366/WESTT_FundingPresentation_2016.pdf
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Source: Research and analysis supported by The 

Education Trust and Education Resource Strategies Group 

for The Vision Coalition of Delaware (October 8, 2019)
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Source: Research and analysis supported by The 

Education Trust and Education Resource Strategies Group 

for The Vision Coalition of Delaware (October 8, 2019)
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Source: Research and analysis supported by The 

Education Trust and Education Resource Strategies Group 

for The Vision Coalition of Delaware (October 8, 2019)
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DATE OF MOST RECENT PROPERTY REASSESSMENT

Property taxes are the primary source of local revenue for school districts. But property 
values have not been reassessed in decades and do not reflect current real estate values

• Negative impacts on equity and effectiveness

• Equalization formula inaccurate

• Majority of states conduct regular, automatic, 

rolling assessments

• Essential for sustainability

Source: Delaware Economic Development Office 

(2015). 2015-2016 Property Tax Report 

http://inde.delaware.gov/dedo_pdf/NewsEvents_pdf/p

ublications/2015-2016_DE_Tax_Reports.pdf

http://inde.delaware.gov/dedo_pdf/NewsEvents_pdf/publications/2015-2016_DE_Tax_Reports.pdf
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OPPORTUNITIES
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1.GROWING PUBLIC ATTENTION

DELAWARE NEWS 

HEADLINES:
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2. AGREEMENT ON PRINCIPLES
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Most states in the nation have updated their funding system, can inform our transition process

3. LEARN LESSONS FROM OTHER STATES

Source: Education Commission of the States (2015). 

Presentation to Education Funding Improvement Commission 
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain
/366/Delaware%20December%202015%20Griffith.pdf

See handout: Delaware Education Funding: A Summary of the Current System and 
Recommended Changes (2016)

https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/366/WESTT_FundingPresentation_2016.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/366/Delaware%20December%202015%20Griffith.pdf
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4. WITH NEW SCHOOL-LEVEL PER-PUPIL SPENDING 

DATA EXPECTED THIS YEAR...

20

Delaware will have the opportunity to 

better understand differences between 

schools within a district and the extent to 

which spending is aligned with student 

needs and outcomes, if data are 

collected and reported well

To see what data is available now for your school: www.reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/

To see what questions you can and can’t answer: www.edunomicslab.org/delaware/

http://www.reportcard.doe.k12.de.us/
http://www.edunomicslab.org/delaware/
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GET INVOLVED



Education 
Equity 

Delaware 
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www.educationequityde.org

http://www.educationequityde.org/
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1. Visit Education Equity Delaware for 

ways to get involved, and to sign up for 

advocacy alerts at 

www.educationequityde.org

2. Stay informed -- join our mailing list 

www.rodelde.org/sign-up/

3. Ask your legislators about their 

thoughts on education funding

4. Vote in school board elections May 12, 

2020

GET INVOLVED

http://www.educationequityde.org/
http://www.rodelde.org/sign-up/
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• Additional Rodel and Delaware 

resources on education funding 

• Rodel “At a Glance” data flipbook 

• English Learner Fact Sheets developed 

by Rodel, Arsht Cannon Fund, Delaware 

Hispanic Commission, and DELLTA

• Rodel Legislative Monitor –updated 

regularly during session with education 

legislation

• See links throughout this presentation

Neil Kirschling

nkirschling@rodelde.org

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

http://rodelde.org/report/education-funding/
http://www.rodelde.org/ataglance/
http://rodelde.org/report/english-learners/
http://rodelde.org/legislative-monitor/

