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Our purpose today is to explore

> the foundation of the League and how we stay true to this
foundation:;

> the League’s early definition and commitment to both
nonpartisanship and advocacy; and

> in small groups, review and discuss these concepts.



LuLEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS'

In 2026, any discussions with historical
roots must recognize a critical document
in our nation’s founding.
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

Declaration of Independence

QUESTION TO ATTENDEES: We’d like to pose a question for your silent reflection: Do you, personally, believe that every
human being deserves life and liberty, and should be able to pursue what it is that makes them happy, that realizes their

potential as a human being? And do you believe that each person in this room values the ideas expressed by these
words?
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The League was created on Valentine’'s Day
1920, six months before Tennessee’s
legislature ratified the 19" Amendment.



It's that
36th
button,
Samuel
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Tennessee was the 36"
state to ratify the 19"
Amendment in August
1920.

Cartoon: Smithsonian Magazine
Elaine Weiss. The Woman’s Hour.
pp. 144-145.
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The League in 1920...

Educate the Advocate for

electorate public issues

a/e’"OCk
/
...and the League today “ey.
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“From the beginning...it was apparent that
the legislative goals of the League would
not be exclusively focused on women’s
issues and that education aimed at all of
the electorate was in order.”
Carrie Chapman Chatt,
LWV President, 1920

The League is political, but nonpartisan. It never supports political parties or candidates, but it

does study issues, develop consensus positions and then actively works to support those
positions.
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What do you think?

QUESTION TO ATTENDEES: In 1911,
nine years before the League was
founded, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire occurred. In 1920, many League
members would surely have been aware
of the fire and the resulting legislation.
Please talk about the following question
with the person next to you. Had the
League of Women Voters been in
existence in 1911, do you think members
might have discussed the proposed
legislation and reached consensus to
support new laws to protect factory
workers from being be locked into
workrooms and to ensure that buildings
would have exterior fire escapes?
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SOURCE: https://en.wikipedia.ora/wiki/Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire
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“The League is...nonpartisan. It never
supports political parties or candidates,
but it does study issues, develops
consensus positions, and then actively
works to support those positions.”

League of Women Voters Through the Decades
https://www.Iwv.org/league-women-voters-through-decades



https://www.lwv.org/league-women-voters-through-decades
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League Basics
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League members are
free to join and vote

The League does not
support political
parties or candidates.

with the party of their
choice.
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League Basics

The League does not
support political

parties or candidates.

Members of other organizations might have their own definitions of
nonpartisanship. The League’s definition, however, is unambiguous,
longstanding, and steadfast. In other words, our definition is used
consistently, without regard to the political views of other organizations.
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League Basics

The League develops
positions and applies

these positionsin
advocacy.

Positions taken on matters of public policy originate in concerns voiced by
League members. Positions are arrived at thorough study, extensive
discussion, written reports, and adoption by consensus. Positions are
meant to be durable — to withstand the test of time.
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League Basics

League members are
free to join and vote

with the party of their
choice.

> [eague members are encouraged to be politically engaged as individuals.

> When League members are politically active — supporting candidates or
parties — they cannot represent or speak for the League.

> |n our League meetings and conversations, we strive to remain nonpartisan.

We want to be a welcoming organization for members with different political
views.
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LWVWA takes
positions and lobbies
on legislation we
believe to be in the
public interest. Issue
Chairs sometimes
quote the League’s
position before giving
testimony.

SOURCE: https://lwvwa.org/Leqislative-action-newsletter
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Impact on Issues: a guide to
public policy positions of the
League of Women Voters.

This is the LWVUS listing of
League principles and positions.
A PDF is available online at:
https://www.lwv.ora/sites/default/f
iles/2024-12/ImpactOnlissues 20
24-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf



https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/ImpactOnIssues_2024-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/ImpactOnIssues_2024-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/ImpactOnIssues_2024-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/ImpactOnIssues_2024-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf
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In some of our
advocacy work,

we use both League
principles

and positions.

One national
LWV position
developed from
a LWVWA study!



Access LWVWA'’s listing of League principles and
positions here: https://lwvwa.org/league-positions

TABLE GROUP ACTIVITY

At each table is one position taken by the

LWV at some point in history. As a group,

read the position and discuss the following
questions in order:

>
>

Is this position of benefit to all people?
Why do you think the League studied
this issue, discussed it, and reached
consensus to support it?

Which of the League’s principles best
covers this issue?

Think of someone you know who
opposes this position. Why do they
oppose it?

Does this position violate the League’s
nonpartisan policy?


https://lwvwa.org/league-positions
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GROUPS REPORT BACK

Please have someone from your group report
back on how you answered the discussion
questions:

> Voting Rights — Washington DC

> Election Process — presidents elected
by popular vote

Citizen Rights — reproduction

Natural Resources — climate change
Social Policy — immigration

Social Policy — death penalty

Social Policy — health care

VYVYVYY

SOURCE: https://lwvwa.org/leaque-positions
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