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from the president
Friends,

Many League calendar and plan changes 
have been necessary as we learn to deal with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Safety is top priority! 
Meetings have generally been postponed or 
reimagined. The Annual Meeting plans are on 
hold until we have more data on the trajectory 
of the pandemic and updated guidance from 
the CDC and PA Dept. of Health. The current 
Board of Directors will remain unchanged 
until the successors are elected at the Annual 
Meeting. My thanks go to those who’ve agreed 
to stay in place and those who have agreed 
to serve in the coming year. The Board is 
working remotely and our April meeting will 
be conducted via Zoom, a useful (but new, to 
many of us) video conferencing platform. Our 
meetings are always open to members. Please 
contact me if you would like to be invited to 
participate and observe how we’re adjusting to 
this developing situation. 

It’s a definite challenge but we must remain 
engaged with the elections! The General 
Primary has been changed to June 2nd. Some 
polling places might consolidate or change to 
avoid locations such as senior-care facilities. 
We want to make sure we have a successful 
election under the circumstances. Mail-in 
ballots give voters more flexibility to safely 
participate in elections this year while also 
supporting election officials and poll workers. 
Your League remains a leader in providing 
information on how to utilize the new mail-in 
ballot via Vote411.org, Facts for Voters and 
Voters Guides. Should this be more convenient 
and you desire a way to avoid crowds on 
Election Day, consider this option and share 
this information with others. Linda Harris 
explains the process in her report below.

Voter Services has decided Candidates 
Night will not be held this spring primarily 
because there are very few contested races in 
most of Union County, and of course coupled 
with COVID-19 uncertainties. Our future 
Candidates Night focus will go to the fall 
General Election, when we also hope to hold 
another “Meet the Candidates” type event with 
the Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Our two-centennial celebration of the 
founding of the League of Women Voters and 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution, giving women the right 
to vote, was held at The Campus Theatre on 
March 8th.  Simply put, it was fun and amazing! 
In recognition of the importance of the historic 
day, we had excellent coverage thanks to 
our area media partners which include The 
Daily Item, WKOK, WVIA, Union County 
Times, and Standard Journal. It was a thrill to 
mingle with nearly 200 audience members and 
enjoy the program. The event could not have 
happened without the enthusiastic leadership of 
Janice Bigelow and her committee members, 
all of whom we will recognize at the Annual 
Meeting and remember in the years to come. 
Thanks to so many who made the day possible! 

Our League community provides valuable 
education and important comradery for many 
of us. It was with a heavy heart that decisions 
to cancel events were made. Please consider 
reaching out to League friends to check on their 
welfare as we all deal with the temporary but 
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What’s happening
PLEASE NOTE: The following events and 
changes are current as of publication date, 
March 27th, 2020. Coronavirus containment 
measures may cause delays or cancellations. 
Please check our LWVLA website frequently for 
the most current updates.
Thursday, April 2nd - POSTPONED

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION MEETING
NEW DATE to be announced later

Monday, April 6th, 3:00pm
BOARD MEETING
Via Zoom, video conference tool 
(contact Teri MacBride for meeting access 

instructions)
Saturday, April 11th - POSTPONED

HISTORIC CEMETERY WALKING TOUR: 
Women Suffragists and Leaders

Cemetery Chapel, Lewisburg
(More info contact: Bert Dunkerly: bd1754@

yahoo.com , or Nancy Neuman: neuman.
nancy@gmail.com)

NEW DATE to be announced later
Tuesday, April 21st - CANCELLED

EVENING FORUM 
Preston Boop, Jeff Reber and Stacy Richards, 

Union County Commissioners
Wednesday, May 13th  - POSTPONED

LWVLA ANNUAL MEETING AND 
DINNER

NEW DATE to be announced later
Watch for your invitation and meeting packet 

in the US Mail once date is set
Tuesday, June 2nd - NEW DATE!

GENERAL PRIMARY
Polls open 7am - 8pm

Instructions about how to complete the 
2020 census were sent in March. Information 
can be submitted online for the first time, or by 
phone. Households that don’t respond initially 
will be sent a paper form to mail in their 
information. Census-takers are being trained 
now to contact households later  that have not 
completed a census form, and help residents 
submit their responses.  Go to 2020census.gov 
for more information.

Janice Butler, member 

2 Centennials Celebration
How does “an un-glitzy civics group” 
(Eric Boehlert, Press Run Media) go about 
celebrating two centennials? First, they form 
a committee of Marilyn Murphy, Carole 
Madle, Kathy Fornataro, Theresa Bzdil, Ruth 
Burnham, and Janice Bigelow. Then they pick 
a date and rent the Campus Theatre. Then 
they ask Kj Reimensnyder-Wagner to sing, 
and Bruce Teeple to present a program on 
Women’s Suffrage in Union County. David 
Cooney, Mayor of Mifflinburg, is asked to do 
a toast to tenaciousness. Along the way they 
invite all women serving in elected office 
in Union County to attend this celebration. 
Twelve women accept that invitation. Teri 
MacBride, LWVLA president, agrees to be the 
emcee. The Packer House is signed on to cater 
the period refreshments of tea sandwiches, 
deviled eggs, cheese ball with crackers and 
mixed vegetables, and flavored water. Stacy 
Richards presents a proclamation from the 
Union County Commissioners to declare 
March 8th, 2020 LWV Day in Union County. 
Cadettes from Troops 61083 and 60351 help 
with tasks throughout the event. Voter Services 
and Membership committees staff their tables. 
Janice Buter is there with census information. 
Becky Perez has Strategic Planning information 
to share with attendees. Sixteen League 
members volunteer for day of event duty. 
And last, but not least, pictures are taken with 
the Carrie the Suffragist cut-out. Nearly 200 
League members and members of the public 
choose to attend because they recognize the 
significance of the celebrations.

And that’s how “an un-glitzy civic group” 
goes about celebrating the 100th anniversaries 
of the founding of the League of Women Voters 
and the ratification of the 19th amendment.

Janice Bigelow,  
100th Anniversary Committee chair

stRategiC pLan UpDate
It’s so exciting to see the many ways that our 
work on future strategy has already informed 
and benefited current LWVLA activities and 
mindset. Moving beyond the visioning phase 
and into the Column 3 planning phase focuses 
us on the question of “HOW.” We now ask 
ourselves:

1. How will we get to where we want to be in 5 
years and what will it take to do it?

2. How do we want to create value in the future - 
aligning with our own values?“

3. What will we offer; what are our activities and 
services?

4. What capabilities do we have or need to 
achieve our strategy?

5. What must we look like to deliver value and 
achieve our vision?

indefinite physical self-isolation. Kind words of 
encouragement do matter!

Teri MacBride, president

heLp YOUR COMMUnitY:  
PARTICIPATE In ThE 2020 CensUs
The U.S. Constitution requires we count the 
entire population every 10 years. Results 
help determine representation in Congress 
and boundaries for voting districts. Numbers 
also affect how more than $675 billion in 
federal funding is distributed  to communities. 
Population size impacts money available for 
public services like roads and bridge repairs, 
school lunches and college grants, ambulances, 
housing, medical and food assistance, parks 
and recreation, and much more. A complete and 
accurate count is critical, especially for rural 
areas like ours.

For the decennial census, the government 
asks simple basic questions: the number, 
names, ages, and racial backgrounds of people 
living in each household, their relationships 
to each other, and whether the home is rented 
or owned. They do not ask about citizenship. 
Census information is not shared with law 
enforcement and answers cannot be used to 
impact eligibility for government benefits. 
Federal law protects individual responses. 
Answers are only used to produce statistics 
about our country and cannot be used against 
individuals by any government agency or court. 
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As you can see, work in this ‘HOW’ area 
is critical to our ability to move forward. 
It will require prioritizing some things and 
de-prioritizing others. This is the point in 
the strategic process where things get real 
and where members are most likely to see 
specific changes. It’s the reason that member 
involvement is extremely important. Look for 
future communications on opportunities to give 
your input and suggestions. 

Becky Perez, Strategic Planning coordinator

apRiL LUnCh FORUM CanCeLLeD
The Forum Committee announces that the 
April Forum at East Buffalo Township with the 
County Commissioners has been cancelled in 
accordance with the CDC guidelines. We can 
only hope that we will be able to have a full 
schedule of forums in the fall. 

Mary Zimmerman, Forum Committee chair

MaUCh COMMittee
The LWVLA-sponsored exhibit 
commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the 
passage of the 19th amendment is up at the 
Lewisburg Children’s Museum (LCM)! Janice 
Bigelow and Kahla DeSmit (in photo below) 
created the exhibit in time to coincide with 
Women’s History Month. The space where 
it was mounted, opposite the LCM Votes! 
exhibit, is used for a revolving series of pop-up 
displays, and the 100th Anniversary display will 
be exhibited there again in future years.

Linda Harris, Janice, and Elaine Hopkins 
participated in a voter registration drive 
at Lewisburg Area High School on March 
10th organized by student Allie Mast as part 
of her senior project (see photo below). 
Approximately 25 students registered and 
also got the chance to practice on the voting 
machine that Linda had brought. We took 
photos using the students’ phones so they could 
post them on social media to encourage their 
friends to come out and register the following 
week, when we were planning to be back for a 
second round. But then the school closed for at 
least two weeks for the coronavirus, so we will 
have to reschedule.

In partnership with Bucknell’s Political 
Science Department, the Mauch Millennial 
project awards Fellowships to two Bucknell 
students to plan and facilitate a series of forums 
during the fall of election years. The students 
are selected the previous spring so that they can 
meet with the faculty adviser to the program, 
currently Prof. Scott Meinke, and start thinking 

about the issues they want to target in the 
forums. This year’s pool of applicants for the 
Fellowships was exceptionally strong and large 
(13 students), so after interviewing the top 
eight candidates, Prof. Meinke, Pat Longley, 
and Elaine felt compelled to offer Fellowships 
to three students. Although the forums are 
strictly for students, this year we decided to 
start asking the Fellows to do a presentation for 
the LWVLA membership on their experience, 
so we will all have the opportunity to see these 
very capable students in action.

Elaine Hopkins,  
Mauch Millennial Project chair

Voter serViCes report
Voting Changes in PA
ACT 77, passed last year, changed our election 
laws by giving Pennsylvania voters two ways 
to vote if they choose not, or are unable, to 
go to the polls on Election Day. Using either 
a mail-in ballot or an absentee ballot allows 
voters to cast their vote via postal mail or 
deliver in person to their county Elections 
Office.

Mail-in ballots are for voters who simply 
wish to vote by mail before Election Day, 
instead of going to their polling place on 
Election Day. Voters do not need to give a 
reason or excuse for choosing to use this ballot 
to vote by mail. It differs from an absentee 
ballot, which is used if the person is unable 
to get to the polling place. Voters can apply 
online for a mail-in ballot, or download and 
print the mail-in ballot application and mail 
it to their county Elections Office. Voters can 
also apply for and submit the ballot in person 
at their county Elections Office during business 
hours. Once a mail-in ballot has been mailed or 
brought to the Elections Office, the voter may 
not vote at the polling place. Polling places 
will have a list of people who voted by mail to 
avoid duplication. LWVLA has been advised 
that mail-in ballot counting will be the same 
day as the election and could start as early as 
7am. Voters may write the word “Permanent” 
on the mail-in ballot application, and they will 
be mailed the ballot for ALL future elections. 
To apply for a mail-in ballot, enter all of the 
following text (with no carriage returns) in your 
browser:
www.votespa.com/Voting-in-PA/Pages/Mail-and-
Absentee-Ballot.aspx

100th Anniversary Events
Last month, Voter Services assisted at the 100th 
Anniversary celebrations by demonstrating 
the new voting machine and offering voter 
registration materials, including the new 
mail-in ballot application. Our president, Teri 
MacBride, challenged the 100th anniversary 
audience to register someone to vote by using 
the ready-made booklets we provided. Thanks 

to Betsy Noyce who trained the Girl Scouts 
on the new voting machines who in turn, 
demonstrated them to attendees.
Voter Registration
We also assisted the Mauch Committee and 
Allie Mast with her senior class project at 
Lewisburg Area High School. Allie helped 
her fellow seniors register to vote. She also 
registered students at Sun Tech. Her third event 
was cancelled because of the Governor’s order 
to close all Pennsylvania schools. 

Future voter registration events have also 
been postponed because of the pandemic.
Important Dates
Remember to vote in the General Primary, 
currently scheduled for Tuesday, June 2nd. Vote 
by mail-in ballot, or, if you choose to vote 
in person, please double-check your polling 
location. Polls open at 7am and close at 8pm.

Linda Harris, Voter Services chair       

finanCe driVe report
Thanks to those members and friends who have 
already donated to this year’s Members and 
Friends Finance Drive. If you haven’t already 
done so, please consider making a contribution 
to support the important work done by our 
Lewisburg League! If you didn’t receive a 
letter about the drive, please contact me at 570-
551-6825.

 Carole Madle,  
Members & Friends Finance Drive chair

membership Committee report
New Members
A warm welcome to D. Toni Byrd and 
Maggie Waggoner. They recently brought our 
membership number to 167. What a robust vote 
of confidence in the mission and commitment 
of this organization! I am continually heartened 
by the creativity and productivity of League 
volunteers as they pursue the events and 
projects of the organization.

We continue to grow! If you or someone 
you know would like to join the League, please 
follow this link to find the membership form: 
    lwvlewisburgarea.org/join_form.html
New Member Orientation
We have had to postpone the planned New 
Member Orientation for what are now obvious 
reasons. We look forward to bringing together 
both new and prospective members to share 
information about what we do and how to get 
involved once the current crisis has resolved.

Annual Meeting
Sadly, we have put plans for the Annual Dinner 
and Meeting on hold until uncertainties of the 
public health pandemic resolve. This effort 
has been led by Kate Schaeffer, herself a new 
member. Kate has done an admirable job in 
identifying and working with a new venue 
at The Cellars in Brookpark Farm. Ard’s 
Catering has been very accommodating to our 
changing needs. They, with Kate’s help, have 
developed a delicious menu. Our administrative 
team has prepared an informative business 
meeting. Look for your mailed invitation at 
some point in the future when we have the 
date and details finalized. The cost of dinner, 
including appetizer, meal, dessert, and wine for 
those who wish it, is $35. We anticipate a very 
special event and hope to see you there when 
the date is more auspicious!

Ruth Burnham, Membership Committee chair
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