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Almost like clockwork, the weather has begun to change, schools have started,
and League is launching into a new year.  So much of what we do follows
election calendars, state/national League calendars, along with various holiday
and seasonally related calendars. Our hope is that you will be excited to get
back into League Activity.  We have committees reactivating and some new
special projects in the works – all explained elsewhere in this VOTER.  More
will be revealed at our General Meeting on Tuesday, September 14.

And as we begin our work anew for this League year, we are reminded that we
are face to face with the realities of this renewed surge in COVID.  We had
hoped to start offering in-person General Meetings by coming together for our
midday meeting, and then continuing with a virtual meeting in the evening on
the same topic.  So for the time being, our meetings will continue to be virtual.
Stay safe…. And active everyone!

Ann Murphy, LWVSA President

Kickoff Meeting for 2021-22 – Welcome All!!
LWVSA invites you to get together on Tuesday September 14, 11:30 am or 6:30
pm – and yes, it will all be virtual. 

Zoom Link for Tuesday, September 14 General Meetings
 
11:30 am-1:00 pm and 6:30 pm-8:00 pm PT
Choose the time that works best for you.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85029109052?
pwd=Um5PQU1ZUDZpTTJzejFhUTllUDNxUT09

Meeting ID: 850 2910 9052, Passcode: 264004
Phone in: 253-215-8782

We will -- 

do some catch up on summer activities including quick reports from the
LWVWA Convention held last June.  
have break out rooms – to visit and ask questions. 
have a “Fall Line-Up” of activities and ways to become involved…
including voter services, membership dues, and Civics Ed – Act 2 &
Civics Bowl
Get updates on both the County and State Redistricting efforts
Hear the status of the Spokane Sustainability Action Plan

 
See separate articles in this issue of The Voter about some of these activities.

September is Dues Renewal Month!

It's that time of year again: the annual renewal of your dues for the League of
Women Voters of the Spokane Area. Your renewal allows our important work to
continue at the local, state and national levels, empowering voters and
defending democracy--now more than ever.

Please visit LWVSpokane.org to make an instant renewal with a credit card.
Or send a check payable to LWVSA to League of Women Voters - Spokane
Area, 2404 North Howard, Spokane, WA  99205.

Renewal payments are due by September 30.

Last year your membership contributions made a tremendous impact on our
community:

We provided accurate and reliable
information about voting rights and
registration to hundreds of our neighbors
who may not otherwise have received this
information. 
We helped Spokane students learn about
what it means to be engaged citizens.
We produced over a dozen 2020 local
Primary and General election race forums,
reaching viewers on multiple social media
channels and websites.

These are just a few of the activities your dues helped to fund last year. Read
our Annual Report to learn more. Renew now to help propel this important work
into 2022 and beyond.

Watch for Member Survey
Our Membership team has developed a survey to help gauge the interests of our

members. Please watch for it in your email inbox.

Volunteer Now to Help with Candidate Forums
Lisa Kuhar, LWVSA Candidate Forum Team

Join the Action! LWVSA needs volunteers to stage the 10 competitive races in
the upcoming General Election, including City of Spokane Council, Spokane
Valley Council, Spokane Public Schools Board and City of Spokane Municipal
Court.

Due to the pandemic, we will
conduct forums for these races via
Zoom. We need a host, moderator
and timer for each forum, to be
scheduled in morning (9am - noon),
afternoon (1 -5pm) or evening (6-8
pm) sessions during the last two
weeks in September (9/20 –

9/30). Plan one hour for each forum. We hope to schedule two forums per
session.  

Please email Lisa Kuhar to volunteer or learn more, and remember to let her
know which session dates/times would work for you. 

If you have ideas for questions of the candidates please send those along as
well.
 

Redistricting Updates 
Ann Murphy, President

Spokane County Redistricting Committee

Spokane County Redistricting CommitteeThe four-
member committee released four draft maps on August
24. Read the draft plan.

You can learn more by reading excellent Spokesman-
Review articles from Monday, August 30 and Thursday,

September 2.

The Redistricting Committee is getting further analysis on three of the four
maps (Scenarios B, C, D) so that they can begin work to narrow down to one
map.You can make your individual comments by the Sept 24, 2021,
deadline at the Committee’s website – www.redistrictspokaneco.com o

by sending emails to the committee (addresses on the website) or 
by attending the next Public Hearing – Thursday, Sept., 16, 5:30-7:30pm
at the Moran Public Library, 6004 South Regal St., Spokane, or find virtual
information on committee website.

 Please refer to the committee website for details (in-person or virtual) for all
other meetings.

Sept 9, 5:30-7:30pm – Public Information meeting – Deer Park Library
Sept. 30, 5:30-7:30pm – Public Information meeting – Cheney
Oct 7, 5:30-7:30pm – Final Public Hearing – Northern Quest Resort &
Casino, 100 N. Hayford Rd., Airway Heights (Kalispel Ballroom)

 
The final plan needs to be filed with Vicky Dalton, Spokane County Auditor, no
later than Oct. 23, 2021. Once submitted to the Auditor, the plan IS.  It needs
no other action by any other entity and those districts will be used in the 2022
election for five county Commissioners.

The Redistricting Committee meets regularly on Tuesdays, 4:30-
6:30pm.  League members Barb Bush, Sylvia Oliver, and Ann Murphy have
been attending regularly and are monitoring and commenting to the committee
during the Public Forum parts of the meeting.

State Commission for the Legislative and Congressional Districts 

LWVSA held a Let’s Chat on State Redistricting on Sept 1. If you were unable
to attend, you have an opportunity to comment. Go to
https://my.lwv.org/washington/spokane-area/article/updates-state-redistricting
for instructions, which will take you to the Members-Only section for your
response.

For your input to be considered, it must be received by Thursday, Sept 9, as
per instructions on the web site. Or email your comments to
info@LWVSpokane.org.  

Upcoming dates: Learn about draft maps -
- https://www.redistricting.wa.gov/proposed-maps  and how to participate in
hearings - https://www.redistricting.wa.gov/commission-meetings (select Public
Outreach Meetings part way down the page) 

Sep 21 – Draft Legislative maps available 
Sep 28 – Draft Congressional maps available
Oct 5 – Public Hearing on Draft Legislative maps
Oct 9 – Public Hearing on Draft Congressional maps

Unity in the Community A Rare Chance to Reach Out
Becky Dickerhoof

In an in-person event, (so rare these days!) Riverfront Park was buzzing on
Saturday, August 21, for the 27th Unity in the Community. LWVSA was proudly
represented by Ann Murphy, Sylvia Oliver, Elizabeth Russell, David Adams,
Marilyn Darilek, Judy Silverstein, Linda Milsow, Elaine Harger and Becky
Dickerhoof.

We spent the day reconnecting with members, old and new, that we haven’t
seen in person since the pandemic began. We also helped people register to
vote, passed out information concerning our League and Vote411.org, and
shared lots of pins, magnets, flags, and bracelets.

In a popular activity at our booth, 127 children (mostly) exercised their right to
vote for their favorite pet. Dog was the close winner. 

This was also an opportunity to visit with our local leaders, including Spokane
City Council Members Betsy Wilkerson and Lori Kinnear, and Mayor Nadine
Woodward. LWVSA President Ann Murphy was able to share the work of our
local League with them. Police Ombudsman Bart Logue also stopped by and
expressed interest in speaking to our group in the future.

It was especially delightful to speak with people from all over our nation, from
Hawaii to New York. While some were visiting with local family many stumbled
into this event and hopefully left knowing more about our community and the
LWVSA. Events like these are vital to our mission to “Empower Voters and
Defend Democracy.” Thank you to all the members who are so willing to
volunteer. Without you we wouldn’t be able to complete our mission.

Liz Russell, Judy Silverstein, and Elaine Harger staff the booth.

Becky Dickerhoof chats with new member Stevie Watson.

Kids got to experience voting by choosing their favorite kind of pet.

Your Vote Guide Available

Please check out the Your Vote guide that
was published on Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021, as
a combined project of the LWVWA and The
Spokesman Review.  The Spokane League
will have copies that will be used in our
Civics Education  work this fall and we will
be posting the electronic version as soon as
it is available.
Thank you to LWVWA.

Show Your Support for Voting on
National Voter Registration Day
Becky Dickerhoof, Board Member, Voter Service Chair

On September 28, 2021, the League of Women Voters will celebrate National
Voter Registration Day. Our League will partner with local libraries to encourage
all citizens to register to vote and exercise their right to vote in the election on
November 3. 

You are encouraged to participate in this national effort to empower voters by
displaying a “Be A Voter” yard sign during this election cycle. Our state League,
LWVWA, has kicked off a statewide bran, “Be A Voter,” to better reach citizens
about the importance of voting.

Get Your Yard Sign!
Yard signs are now available for our
members. One side has the state “Be A
Voter” brand, while the other side
promotes Vote411.org, our national site for
all the information you need for voting. We
hope all our members will display this in
their yards to encourage every citizen to
exercise their right to vote. 

We have a dedicated group of voter
advocates ready to deliver signs as soon
as they are requested. Simply email Becky
Dickerhoof with your request.

While the signs are free, we are asking
each member to donate $10 to our
Education Fund. Education Fund donations
are tax deductible and can be made online

at LWVSpokane.org. (Click on the purple DONATE button and follow the
directions to donate to the Education Fund. Make sure you select “Spokane
Area” so that our local League is credited for this donation.) Those funds will
make it possible for our League to continue to support our many local programs
and projects.

We look forward to seeing these non-partisan signs in our members’ yards for
National Voter Registration Day.

Register Now for Act II Civics Course
Beth Pellicciotti, Civics Education Committee

Plan on learning more civics by signing up for a Spokane
Community College Act 2 course offered by Spokane
League and Board member, Elaine Harger.

Course times with registration information: 
https://scc.spokane.edu/Become-a-Student/Continuing-
Education/ACT-2/Express-Yourself

Course Description:
What are the rights and responsibilities of citizens? How can citizens become active
in municipal, state, and national governance? What impact will Spokane County
Commissioner redistricting have on our lives? These questions and others will guide
learning, reading, writing, and conversation in this course. The course is designed to
involve all participants in building a learning community. Big issues will be broken
down and analyzed; personal experiences will inform our learning; avenues to civic
engagement and skills for activism will be explored. A culminating project will
document and celebrate our collective learning. The course is designed by the
League of Women Voters of Spokane Area's Civics Education Committee.

Civics Bowl Project - Your Help Needed
Dawn Bayman, Communications Chair

As you may have heard, we are creating an
impactful, fun, and unique project in
partnership with KSPS PBS and Spokane
Public Schools: Civics Bowl. Work on the
televised high school civics tournament is
now beginning, with the pilot season of 10
shows scheduled to air starting in late
winter.

The Civics Ed committee would love to have your help crafting the contest
questions and working with the Spokane Public Schools advisory committee. It
will be interesting and rewarding work! If you’d like to volunteer or learn
more about it, please reach out to Beth Pellicciotti. 
 
We look forward to sharing the progress of this exciting project!

Spokane Candidates to Discuss Climate Change
Rebecca Kemnitz MacMullan

Gonzaga University’s Center for Climate, Society and the Environment will host
a Spokane Candidates Climate Change Forum on October 6, 2021 at 6:30pm
in the Cataldo Hall Globe Room and via live stream.  Registration for in-
person or virtual attendance is free. Register and learn more.

In-person attendance requires adherence
to Gonzaga’s visitor guideline, including
universal masking.  The livestream link will
be provided via email on the day of the
event to those who pre-register.  A
recording of the forum will also be available
on the Climate Center’s YouTube channel
after the event.
 

All Spokane City Council candidates and
Spokane School Board candidates have been invited to the forum.  Currently
confirmed participants include Naghmana Sherazi (District 1), Betsy Wilkerson
(District 2) and Zach Zappone (District 3). Co-sponsors of the forum
include The Community Building Foundation, Futurewise, The Lands Council,
Sunrise Spokane, Spokane Riverkeeper, and 350 Spokane.

The League of Women Voters position statement on climate change states that
“climate change is a serious threat facing our nation and our planet. The
League believes that an interrelated approach to combating climate change—
including through energy conservation, air pollution controls, building resilience,
and promotion of renewable resources— is necessary to protect public health
and defend the overall integrity of the global ecosystem.”  Read more in the
League's Impact On Issues" guide to public policy decisions.

Ann Murphy, President

At its Aug 18 meeting your LWVSA Board –

Approved a calendar of monthly program presentations knowing that
circumstances may always dictate a change (see sidebar calendar)
Reviewed Organizational Chart – with changes made with new
board.  View the chart.
Approved a Board Governance Policy and began work on an updated
Finance/Accounting Policy. Also started on Voter Services Policies with
“Empty Chair” policy discussion. Policies of LWVSA are posted on
LWVSpokane.org in the Members Only section.
Approved continued membership in Greater Spokane Progress. 
Ratified approval sign-on to Coalition letter on County Redistricting (letter
& map posted on LWVSpokane.org) 
Learned that LWVWA is looking for interested volunteers to help plan the
2022 Council meeting to be hosted by Snohomish and Skagit
Leagues.  Contact Ann Murphy if interested.

Sept 14 
Kickoff & Redistricting & Spokane Sustainability Action Plan
Updates – Ann Murphy and various chairs

Oct 12 Election Related Potpourri as Ballots Drop!

Nov 9
Legislative Action Workshop follow-up and Prep for session ---
setting up Legislators 

Dec 14 Diversity Lens – Dawn Bayman

Jan 11
Program Planning – for local Program of Work & LWVUS
proposals – Sylvia Oliver

Feb 8
Public Hospital Districts (LWVWA)– and other Healthcare
items – April May

Mar 8 Harvard Case Study Report Out – Beth Pellicciotti

Apr 12 Environmental Issue – Enviro Team

May 17 Annual Meeting (evening only)

June LWVWA Council & LWVUS Convention

2021-22 LWVSA General Meeting Topics

 

Sept 9 – Spokane County Redistricting Information meeting, Deer Park

September 14 – LWVSA Kick-off General Meeting – 11:30am & 6:30pm; via
Zoom

September 15 – LWVSA Board – 11:00am-1:00pm; via Zoom

September 16 – Public Hearing on Spokane County Redistricting

Sept 28 – National Voter Registration Day

Sept 30 – Spokane County Redistricting Information meeting, Cheney

Oct 5 – The Voter publishes

Oct 12 – LWVSA General Meeting– 11:30am & 6:30pm; via Zoom

Oct 20 – LWVSA Board

Oct 23 – Final Spokane County Redistricting Plan due to Spokane County
Auditor.

 

Nov 3 – General Election Day

Your 2021 - 2022 Board
Ann Murphy - President & Action Chair
Elaine Harger - Secretary 
Michael Bell - Treasurer
Dawn Bayman - Director (Communications Chair)
Denise Campitelli - Director (Strategic Planning)
Becky Dickerhoof - Director (Voter Services Chair)
April May - Director (Membership Chair)
Sylvia Oliver - Director (Program of Work Chair)

Need a Member Directory?
A printable pdf of the most recent issue of the member
directory can be found on the Members Only page of
LWVSpokane.org. If you're not able to access it, please
email Dawn Bayman and she'll send you one.

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

Renew Membership

Learn More / Register

Learn More and Register
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