
"Empowering Voters, Defending Democracy"   /   November 2022, Volume 95, Number 3

"THE VOTER" NEWSLETTER

Wednesday, November 9th, 2022
Monterey County Cannabis Industry Up in Smoke













































How to Attend Our Virtual Meetings
The free November LWVMryCo General Meeting and presentation described 

above will use the Zoom Web Conferencing platform and Zoom Chat for Q&A.
11:45 am Zoom Check-In / 12 noon Meeting Begins.

All current LWVMryCo members will be sent a link to the Zoom meeting 
from lwvmryco@gmail.com on the Monday before the meeting 

(e.g., on Monday, November 7th for this month) with instructions on how to join the meeting.

Not a member? Non-members can send a message to LWVMryCo@gmail.com requesting 
an invitation to receive the link and instructions. You can also join by phone:

numbers for audio-only will be provided along with meeting numbers and codes.
Can't get into the meeting using link/instructions? 

Contact name and number for help will be provided with link and instructions.

(continued on page 2)

This year the Monterey County Grand Jury released a report outlining 
multiple examples of regulatory dysfunction in the county’s cannabis 
industry oversight, accounting and economic tracking. The report, 

entitled “Monterey County’s Cannabis Industry Up in Smoke,” criticizes the county 
for lapses in transparency, organization and analysis of its cannabis industry. It 
will be the topic of our November meeting presented by Mr. Tom Wiley, 2021-22 
Grand Jury Foreperson.

The Monterey County Civil Grand Jury provides oversight to ensure that efficient and honest government 
is operating in the best interest of the people. It investigates and provides reports on the operations of 
local government. Each July a new Grand Jury is impaneled, selected from volunteer citizens by an 
application and interview process by the Superior Court judges. Residents are encouraged to submit 
written complaints for investigation and also to consider serving on the Grand Jury. It requires a 
commitment of 25-30 hours per week for one year.

Each year the Civil Grand Jury publishes a final report summarizing its investigative findings and 
providing recommendations for study and action. It is required by statute that agencies investigated 
and named in the final report must respond to the findings and recommendations with a written report 
in either 60 or 90 days from the release of the report, depending on the agency. The Grand Jury does 
not have any enforcement authority. 
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Our last in-person "Lunch & Learn" 
meeting was in March 2020! Over the 
past few years our League has successfully 

adapted to holding monthly meetings online. 
In fact, we have expanded our audiences. We 
nevertheless miss the camaraderie that comes of 
sharing a meal and conversation. 

I am therefore pleased to 
announce that our January 
meeting will be an in-
person luncheon featuring 
a talk by Mickey Welsh, 
Professor of Constitutional 
Law, Monterey College 
of Law, on the topic of 
the Supreme Court. With 

questions swirling around the Court’s direction, 
potential implications of upcoming cases, possible 
reform, and whether confidence in the judiciary is 
being undermined, Prof. Welsh’s talk will be timely. 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, January 
11th, 2023. 

Bev Bean, Publicity and now once again, 
Luncheon Chair is working her magic—look for 
details of location and menu in the January Voter.  
I want to extend a special invitation to our newest 
members who have joined us since 2020—your 

President's Message November 2022

Our speaker, Foreperson of the 2021-2022 Grand 
Jury, Tom Wiley, is a retired Fire Captain who lives 
in Royal Oaks. He decided to apply to the Grand 
Jury because “public service is in my blood.” 

In 1974 Wiley was hired by Watsonville Fire 
Department and promoted through the ranks to 
eventually retire in 2003 as a Fire Prevention 
Captain/Fire Investigator. 

Wiley was born and raised in Watsonville and 
has been married for 48 years. His children serve 
locally, his daughter as a Registered Nurse and 
his son as a Firefighter/Paramedic. 

As Foreperson, he spent as many as 40 hours a 
week on his Grand Jury volunteer responsibilities, 
along with 14 other citizen jurors.

Beverly Bean

Find Us on Facebook, Send us your Posts
Send League related news items, 
thoughts, ideas, news, and reviews to: 
ArleneGuest LWVMryCo@gmail.com

Jump from LWVMryCo.org to our page 
with one click on the Facebook logo.

fellow League members look forward to meeting 
you “IRL”! 

Got Questions (About the Supreme Court)?
Before the January meeting, members may want 
to brush up on the Supreme Court on the LWV 
US website https://www.lwv.org/tag/us-supreme-
court. There you will find blogs and press 
releases with in-depth analyses on "The (Not-
So) Absolute Power of the Supreme Court” as 
well as information on the new Legal Center on 
LWV.org. The Legal Center showcases past and 
active litigation where the League is fighting for 
voters' rights and civil rights in courts around the 
country. Statements to 
the Supreme Court 
regarding partisan 
gerrymandering, the 
decision to overturn the 
right to abortion, and 
many other positions 
taken by the League of 
Women Voters can be 
found there.

As November is the month of Thanksgiving, I can’t 
close without thanking you all. It’s a comfort and 
joy to spend time with others who care deeply 
about protecting our democracy. 

Marianne Gawain
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LWVMC New Member Profile: 
Alice Ann Glenn

Alice Ann Glenn first joined 
our League of Women Voters 
chapter in 1971 and served 

on the Ecology Committee, which 
was studying local land use and the 
environment at the time when local 
recycling efforts were just beginning. 
“We visited a variety of places and 
then put together a slide show,” she 
recalls. “We were appalled when we 
saw concrete garbage just dumped on 
the beach, so we complained and got it removed. 
We felt really good about that because it was an 
environmental hazard.”

Born and raised in Washington State, Alice Ann 
earned her Bachelor’s degree at the University 
of Puget Sound in Tacoma. She moved to 
California to pursue her Master 
of Arts degree in Religious 
Studies at the University of 
the Pacific in Stockton. In 
1969, after she’d finished her 
course work but not her thesis 
for that degree, she was hired 
as Education Director for the 
Church of the Wayfarer in 
Carmel. Several years later that 
became a half-time job, so she 
also worked half-time at First 
United Methodist Church in Pacific Grove. 

In the mid-70’s, Alice Ann left this area in order to 
finish the thesis for her Master’s degree. However, 
in 1975, when her degree was completed, she 
couldn’t find work as a Director of Christian 
Education in California, so she accepted a job in 
Tucson, AZ. 

Two years later, she was hired by the 
Methodist Church in Paradise, CA, 
as its Christian Education Director. “I oversaw 
all ages of education and the youth group,” she 
says. “Starting there and for twenty years, I was a 

contract writer with our denominational 
publishing house. I wrote Sunday 
school material for various ages and 
what they called how-to or background 
articles for Sunday school teachers.”
While living in Paradise, Alice Ann 
joined LWV of Butte County. “That’s 
where I was most active with the 
League,” she reports. “I was the 
moderator for a whole bunch of 
candidates’ nights there.”

It was at the Church of the Wayfarer where Alice 
Ann met her future husband, artist Joseph R. 
“Dick” Turner, who was teaching Sunday school 
there. They married in 1979 and Dick joined Alice 
Ann in Paradise, where he continued his art career 
and also taught Sunday school.

Alice Ann and Dick moved back 
to this area in 1987. “Then I was 
still working, so I didn’t have 
time to be too active with the 
League,” she recalls. However, 
she did become involved with 
the poll workers and served as 
a timer for candidates’ nights.

Now widowed for more than two 
decades, Alice Ann is retired, but 

still engaged in numerous activities. Recently she 
moderated the Sheriff’s Forum for the Monterey 
County Methodists for Social Justice. “I’m very 
involved in social justice issues,” she reports. “I’ve 
worked for years trying for full inclusion for LBGTI 
people and I’ve served on the Monterey County 
ACLU board for twenty years.” She also relates 

that she’s very proud to have received 
the ACLU Francis Heisler Award for 
her work on full inclusion of all people. 

In addition, Alice Ann currently serves as ethics 
chair for the National League of American Pen 
Women, an organization made up of composers, 
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artists and writers. “This group 
came about in the days when 
there were exclusive men-only 
clubs,” she recalls.

In her free time, Alice Ann says 
she loves to read and travel and she enjoys 
walking. She has no children of her own, but says 
she has lots of extended family, including several 
god-children. 

When asked what she’d like to see our League 

chapter work for in the future, she mentioned 
another of her passions, affordable housing. 
She’s been very active on that with Methodists for 
Social Justice. “That’s one of the issues dear to 
me because I know so many people for whom just 
one thing happens in their lives and then they’re 
homeless,” she says. “In the past, I did some of our 
annual interviews of representatives at the state 
and local level, including one with Bill Monning 
when he was in the State Senate. He immediately 
agreed that we need more affordable housing.”

Nancy Baker Jacobs 

Kudos to Our League Members 
November 2022 Election

Our League members and several of their 
friends contributed a great amount of time 
and effort to engage our communities in 

this November’s election process. This is a tribute 
to their commitment.

VotersEdge.org
Working on Voter's Edge requires 
both technical expertise to 
operate and dogged reminders to 

candidates to post information. Arlene Guest 
and Olivia Mandilk took on these behind-the-
scenes roles, and Sharon Miller made phone 
calls to candidates, which really helped increase 
participation. In addition, the state LWV asked 
Arlene to be a liaison for eight counties, and when 
one of them couldn’t find a coordinator to manage 
the computer tasks, she took on that role as well.

Pros and Cons
At times, some of the most obscure 
items on the ballot are the statewide 
propositions. To bring more 
light to these proposed laws and 

amendments, leagues prepare presentations on 
the "Pros & Cons" for each proposition. The 
state league provides background information 
and suggestions. The talks are created by local 
members.

For this election, MaryEllen Dick, Marianne 
Gawain, Dennis Mar, and Marilyn Maxner spent 

hours in research and discussion to write the “Pros 
& Cons” narrative and to create the accompanying 
PowerPoint visuals. Whitney Gravel and Sharon 
Miller also provided a lot of input.

Marianne and Marilyn presented the “California 
State Ballot Propositions: Pros & Cons” at our 
October 12 General Meeting. Pros & Cons were 
also made to the Aromas Grange and two senior 
living communities by MaryEllen Dick, Marilyn 
Maxner, and Dennis Mar.

Easy Voter Guide
The Easy Voter Guide 
(EVG) is a collaboration 
of the LWVC Education 

Fund and the California State Library. The EVG 
provides accessible information about voting and 
what's on the ballot. Its goal is to inform and spark 
discussion. 

For the first time, arrangements were made to 
provide the Guides to Meals on Wheels of the 
Monterey Peninsula and Meals on Wheels of 
Salinas Valley. These organizations distributed 
the EVGs to their clients. 

Thanks to those who assisted with distribution 
of the Guides to a variety of organizations and 
events: Beth Benoit, Diane Cotton, Carole 
Erickson, Myrleen Fisher, Alice Ann Glenn, 
Joanne Kelly, Beverly Kreps, Dennis Mar, Pat 

For New Voters and Busy VotersFor New Voters and Busy Voters
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What's WORTH SEEING at 
LWVMRYCO.ORG

General Meeting videos: https://my.lwv.org/
california/monterey-county/videos

We received a lot of positive 
feedback from our October 12th 
presentation of California State 

Ballot Propositions Pros & Cons. The video 
(along with all Candidate 
Forums) is now up on our 
website. Share this  with 
anyone who may not yet have 
cast their ballot (deadline 
November 8th) and might 
appreciate a short (less than 
an hour) overview.

You can send the direct video link (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmKScAfxA04), 
but better to direct people through our website 
so they see other resources we have on offer. 

My thanks to all mentioned on pages 4 and 5 
for their hard work on this election, as well as to 
Board and League Members who attended the  
meeting and shared important clarifications 
and questions.                     Marianne Gawain

Mahoney, Sharon Miller, Jane Meade-Roberts, 
and Karen Paull.

Polling Places
For the November 2022 election, 
the LWVMC will staff two polling 
places located at the Marina 
Community Center and at the 

Seaside Buddhist Church. Both locations will 
be new to the League.  Pam Stewart and Dennis 
Mar will serve as Site Inspectors. 

Thank you to League members and friends for 
volunteering: Ron Baxter, Sandra Berman, 
Janet Brennan, Frank Degnan, Meg Donat, 
Nancy Edwards, Robert Evans, Myrleen Fisher, 
Patricia Fletcher, Alice Ann Glenn, Tamara 
Harris, Anne Herendeen, Lauren Kennan, Ann 
Kern, Debby Majors-Degnan, Marilyn Maxner, 
An McDowell, Konny Murray, Roberta Myers, 
Robert Nelson, Mark Newman, Anton Prange, 
Sylvia Shih, Jeanne Turner, Robin Winfield, 
Kathi Wojtkowski, Sandy Womack, Michael 
Zarefsky, and Barbara Michele Zollna.

Candidate Forums
Our League facilitated four 
candidate forums: Pacific 
Grove Mayor and City Council 
(sponsored by the Pacific Grove 
Chamber of Commerce), Board 

of Supervisors District 2 (sponsored by the 
Aromas Grange), and two for Monterey County 
Sheriff (one sponsored by the Aromas Grange, 
and another sponsored by the LWVMryCo itself). 

Each forum requires a moderator, question sorters, 
timers, runners, and videographers. 

Thank you League Members and Friends: 
Pacific Grove Forum - Joe Asling (Videographer), 
Beth Benoit, MaryEllen Dick, Marty Dunn 
(League Friend), Tama Olver, Carolyn Swanson, 
and Jeanne Turner.
Aromas Grange Forum - Catherine Crockett, 
MaryEllen Dick, Larry Dick, Pat Mahoney, and 
Dennis Mar.
Online Sheriffs’ Forum - Dennis Mar (Online 
Producer, Mike Buffo, House of 8 Media).

Presentation on Voting 
at Juvenile Hall
At the invitation of Registrar of 
Voters Gina Martinez, our League 
made a presentation on voting at 

Monterey County Juvenile Hall.  An McDowell 
and Marianne Gawain gave a brief talk and then 
registered (or preregistered as age appropriate) 
residents. When asked what issues would inspire 
them to vote, the young audience focused on 
economic concerns. In a poignant moment one 
participant asked, quite sincerely, “Why do you 
care if we vote?” giving the League volunteers 
a perfect opportunity to speak about the value 
of each citizen as an individual with unique life 
experience and priorities having a voice in our 
diverse democracy. Special thanks to Sharon 
Miller for her work on this project.

Dennis Mar
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 Join the League of 
Women Voters of  
Monterey County

FREE STUDENT MEMBERSHIP
Students may join LWVMryCo via 

the website without paying membership fees. 

New Members Wanted!
Any person age 16 or older 

may be a member of the League.
Use the form below or contact:
LWVMC Membership Director

Mail to LWVMryCo PO Box 1995 
Monterey, CA 93942

Checks payable to LWVMC or
online with credit card or PayPal

Membership Levels
 � $250+ Carrie Chapman Catt
 � $200 Sojourner Truth
 � $150 Elizabeth Cady Stanton
 � $100 Susan B. Anthony
 � $  95 Household (2 persons, 1 address)
 � $  65 Single membership
 � (free) Student (16-24 years, enrolled  in  

                    a diploma or degree program)

_____________________________________________
Name(s)
_____________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________
City                                    State                          Zip Code
_____________________________________________
Phone                                e-mail

   Florence Curlee Scholarships 
are available to pay household or single 

membership fees. Contact:
Janet Brennan, Brennan_Janet@comcast.net

Membership dues & contributions to LWVMryCo 
are not tax deductible, nor are donations to the 

Florence Curlee Scholarship Fund. 

However, donations to the League 
of Women Voters of California 

Education Fund (LWVCEF) 
are tax deductible.

Please do NOT publish my address, phone 
number or email in The Voter newsletter

Fun Facts from Local League History
This continues a series extracted from the 

Monterey Peninsula League of Women Voters 
“monthly bulletins” (December 1934 issue).

The price of monthly Luncheon Meetings 
(precursor to our “Lunch & Learn”) was 
raised from 30 to 35 cents for members, 

and 45 cents for non-members. Guest Speaker 
“Miss Brownie Lee Jones of San Francisco” was 
to speak on “Women and Wages” in the Holman’s 
Building solarium.

Mrs. Karl Rendtorff, Chair, Government and 
International Cooperation, Carmel Group wrote: 
“…each nation is becoming more and more self-
centered and acts and thinks only in terms of self-
interest, thereby arousing suspicion among other 
nations, encouraging hatred, and thus preparing 
for a new World War. 

We hope by study and discussion 
to arrive at an objective point 
of view regarding international 
affairs and to throw what weight 
we may have into the balance for 
international cooperation.”

An invitation was made to buy League 
Appointment Calendars “…for Xmas Gifts—
50cents. Mrs. T. A. Work, Tel. 8335, will gladly 
take your order.”

The monthly “Why Join the League?” appeal 
said: “Because it gives unpartisan information 
on parties, candidates and measures … offers 
practical programs on government and politics for 
use in your state, your city, your town."

Regina Doyle

Voter Service Committee 
Zoom Meeting

Monday, November 14, 3:30pm
Members will be sent Zoom link. 

Contact: Sharon Miller
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League Activities
Membership
   Janet Brennan         

Publicity / Luncheons
Beverly Bean            

"The Voter" Editor
   Regina Doyle   
   
Voter Service

Pamela Stewart         

   Jeanne Turner        
   
      
      Members At-Large
   Konny Murray    
   
   Tama Olver    

    Whitney Gravel         
   

LWVMryCo The VOTER 
Published monthly except June/July/Aug/Dec

Send articles & updates to ReginaDoyle

Officers
President   
   Marianne Gawain     
   
Vice President
   Sharon Miller            
   
Secretary                     
   Dennis Mar               
   
Treasurer

Marilyn Maxner   

Policy Portfolios
Government
   Howard Fosler   

LWV Action
   Janet Brennan         

Natural Resources
   George Riley   
   
Social Policy

Bev Kreps    

League of Women Voters of Monterey County
Office  Mariposa Hall, 801 Lighthouse Avenue (corner of Irving), New Monterey CA 93940

  

Off-Board
LWV California
   
   
Nominating Committee
   Elected

   Arlene Guest 
   Nancy Baker Jacobs
   Sylvia Shih 
Appointed
   Janet Brennan
   Howard Fosler

Voter's Edge/Facebook
   Arlene Guest         
   
Videographer
   Joe Asling 
   
"The Voter" Biographer
   Nancy Baker Jacobs
   
Website Coordinator
   Debby Majors-Degnan 
   

Membership Update
Welcome New Members! 

Chelsea Cupps

Sandra Hoag

Jillian Peterson  

Change of Address

Anne Fitzpatrick

Konny Murray 

Thanks to Our Generous Donor
LWVMC General Fund

Sandra Hoag $35

Send Membership Updates to Janet Brennan / LWVMryCo@gmail.com
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LWVMryCo Calendar 2022 - 2023
 

NOTE: All meetings held online via Zoom 
unless otherwise specified

NOVEMBER 

LWVMC Board Meeting
Monday, 7th November, 11:30am

Board Members to be sent link/instructions
contact: Marianne Gawain

2022 General Election
Tuesday, 8th November

Polls Close at 8pm 

LWVMC General Meeting
Wednesday, 9th November 

"Monterey County’s Cannabis 
Industry Up in Smoke"
contact: Beverly Bean

Natural Resources Committee Meeting
 Thursday, 10th November, 12 noon 

contact: George Riley

Voter Service Committee Meeting
Monday, 14th November, 3:30pm

contact: Sharon Miller

JANUARY 

 

DECEMBER 
WINTER BREAK
 

LWVMC Board Meeting
Monday, 2nd January 11:30am

Board Members to be sent link/instructions
contact: Marianne Gawain

LWVMC General Meeting In Person
Wednesday, 11th January, 11:30am
In Person Meeting w/Guest Speaker 

Prof. Mickey Welsh, Mry. College of Law 
"Examining the Supreme Court: 

Local Implications of Recent Rulings"
Venue and Luncheon details 

to be announced 
contact: Marianne Gawain/Marilyn Maxner

Natural Resources Committee Meeting
 Thursday, 12th January, 12 noon 

contact: George Riley

No Board or Committee Meetings,
No Voter Newsletter


