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Work force housing is being developed. Families are 
expected to pay 30% of their income for this housing. 

Preferences are given to: the homeless, youth aging out 
of foster care, homeless families needing reunification 
with their children, supportive housing individuals and 
families displaced by government action or natural 
disaster and veterans. 

PHA also partners with the Boys and Girls Clubs, Head 
Start and the Greater Ridgecrest Youth. 

Plans include: Redevelopment of Rainbow Village‐mixed 
finance and mixed income; mixed income workforce 
housing development and additional affordable housing 
developments. 

Both Angela and Anthony Jones, CEO of Bright 
Community Trust, emphasized the importance of 
citizens and LWV members advocating for more 
affordable housing funding and resources to include a 
PHA set aside for low income housing. The League was 
encouraged to attend civic meetings and address 
government leaders to support affordable housing to 
counteract those who espouse ‘Not in My Back 
Yard’=NIMBY’s.  

The Bright Community Trust is a non‐profit that offers 
affordable homes and rentals to qualifying individuals 
and families in Pinellas County. Once household 
incomes are verified and meet the criteria, the trust 
shepherds applicants through the process to help them 
achieve home ownership. The trust owns the land, 
enabling the renter or homeowner to rent at a reduced 
rate or have a lower mortgage payment. The trust 
rehabs the properties before a new homeowner moves 
in. Should homeowners later decide to sell, they pay the 
trust for the cost of the land and keep any increased 
value for themselves. Meanwhile owners are expected 
to pay a nominal ground lease fee and to maintain the 
property, inside and out.  The Trust offers classes in 
what to expect as an owner and monitors land lease 
payments. Should anyone face adverse circumstances 
Anthony’s small staff is there to assist. Those who face 
foreclosure are guided to the Loan Retention 
Department at their bank.  

All three presenters encouraged the audience to 
support and be visible in their advocacy for affordable 
housing. 

 

 

SOLAR PRESENTATION WITH 
SUSAN GLICKMAN 

November 18, 2017 

Sus
an 
co
mes 
wit
h 18 years in energy issues in 
the state of Florida, where 
solar energy is currently 
making headway due to the 

development of Solar Co‐ops throughout the state.  The 
state LWV has taken on this project through local 
chapters.   
 
It is predicted that climate change will increase sea level 
in Florida by 3 feet by the year 2070, which is not that 
far away.  Florida which prides itself on its access to 
beaches will have a very different look.  In an effort to 
reduce carbon dioxide, a major factor in climate 
warming and hence sea level rise, the League has 
connected with other pro‐solar groups to develop solar 
cooperatives around the state.  This is a buying co‐op 
that can give individual property owners purchasing 
power in reducing the cost of switching to solar by 
combining purchases and with the assistance of the 
statewide group, purchase the best available option. 
 
There are currently 60,000 solar units at work in the 
state.  One in 50 developing jobs in the US is in solar 
energy and the price has been reduced by 80% since 
2007.  Florida remains one of the three states in the US 
that does not allow the third‐party sale of solar.  So 
excess generation can be stored in batteries and used 
for other purposes such as an electric car.  Solar folks 
still have to be connected to the energy web and cannot 
operate when the energy supplier is not on.  To build a 
system that would work in a blackout would require 
complete independence from the grid which is 
expensive. 
 
Energy companies are using a business model that 
requires additional coal and gas plants even though 
Florida is one of the top three states where solar could 
be widely used.  Consumers are required to pay for 
whatever the Public Service Commission determines is 
reasonable.  Rate payers are currently being assessed 
for a broken nuclear plant and the cost of not building 
two others.  Though power companies are required to 
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Calendar 
 

 Monday, December 4, 6-8 PM. SOLAR CO-OP MEETING FOR INTERESTED PINELLAS 
COUNTY CITIZENS, Safety Harbor Public Library, 101 2nd Street N 

Two additional important dates: I’d like you to “Save the Dates” for our Legislative Preview with Dr. 
MacManus on January 13 and our Annual Meeting on April 28. Please be sure to put these on your calendar! 

  
•       Saturday, January 13, 11-1. GENERAL MEETING & FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE PREVIEW: 
Dr. Susan MacManus, at Countryside County Club, 3001 Countryside Blvd, Clearwater, FL 
33761X, 727-796-2153. General Meeting followed by luncheon. Cost $30 for luncheon.  
Free valet parking. Additional information and reservation information will be  
website: LWVNorthPinellas.com 
  
•       Saturday, April 28, 10-1. LWVNPC 2018 ANNUAL MEETING: Jeff Johnson, Florida AARP 
State Director, at Countryside County Club, 3001 Countryside Blvd, Clearwater, FL 33761X, 727-796-
2153. 10 Annual Meeting open to all LWVNPC members at no charge.  Luncheon and speaker follows 
at a cost of $30.00.  Free valet parking. Additional information and reservation information will be sent 
to all members and available on our website: LWVNorthPinellas.com 
 Looking forward to seeing you at the above events. 
 
 
 
 

 

We’re 70! 
The LWV North Pinellas Chapter will celebrate its 70th anniversary in 2018. This is a 
prime opportunity to highlight our chapter’s achievements, past leadership and its role 
in the future of our county. 

To bring many voices to this effort, Barbara Letvin has volunteered to steer the 
planning committee. She is interested in involving members who can suggest ideas, 
lunch venues, a prominent speaker, fundraising options, sponsors and anything that 
will personalize the celebrations. Barbara prepared fundraisers for the Resource Center 
for Women in Largo and the Connections Job Development Program in New Port 
Richey where she also advised women on job search skills. Prior to her move to 

Florida in 1998, she was the director of International Student Services at Rochester Institute of Technology, 
taught fourth grade and served as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Thailand.  

“I prefer to talk to members on the phone for ideas, email too, and occasional short, crisp meetings,” she said. 
“Members have busy lives, so I will be flexible.” 

Barbara would like to hear from you! Call her at 727-858-1402 or email her at bletvin64@hotmail.com with 
your thoughts. If you’re interested in a short-term project and want to lend a hand, this committee might be for 
you. Your participation is important to bring greater visibility to our chapter, attract new members and 
strengthen its fiscal stability. 

 



 

 

 


