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100th ANNIVERSARY  
CELEBRATIONS 

 
Our plans have been on hold be-
cause of the coronavirus. What 
would have been the grand finale 
of the 100- year battle for the 
right to vote for women in the 
United States is at standstill but 
we hope we can still celebrate 
the August 26th ratification of the 
19th amendment. Even if our  
celebrations for this year are cut 
short, our work is not done.  
 
Now it is onto ratification of the 
ERA! 

News From The LWVSYR Board 
         
In these uncertain times while we deal with the spread of the coronavirus noth-
ing seems certain. Plans made today can change in a moment’s notice.  Without 
saying, this has affected every aspect of our lives including our election infor-
mation and other League programs and plans.  
 
Elections are constantly evolving.  Early in April, Governor Cuomo issued  Ex-
ecutive Orders to postpone the April 28th  Presidential Primary until June 23rd.  
The June 23rd Primary would include the Presidential, Congressional, State and 
Local Primaries along with the special election in the vacant 50th District State 
Senate seat. All village and school district elections were postponed until at least 
June 1, 2020.     
 
Then on April 25th, Governor Cuomo cancelled the  special election to fill the 
vacant 50th District Senate seat which includes Auburn,  four Cayuga County 
towns and half of Onondaga County.  On April 27th the Presidential Primary 
was cancelled. 
 
After much thought we have decided to cancel our annual meeting scheduled for 
June 18th. Instead we are making alternative plans to hold a Zoom meeting on 
June 18th at 5PM to approve a Budget, a Local Program, and elect new officers 
and directors as required by our Bylaws. We will also vote to decide whether we 
should increase our membership dues.    
  
You will find these documents and information and a proposal to adjust our dues 
in this newsletter.  Please review them and send us any recommendations, 
changes or questions you may have.   
 
You can direct your concerns to the following Board Members who were  
responsible for these proposals: 
 
Budget: Erin Leigh Darnley at erinleighdarnley@yahoo.com or Roberta 
Millert at millertroberta@gmail.com  
  
Local Program: Joan Johnson at jaj62@twcny.rr.com 
 
Nominating Committee: Amanda Slisz at agslisz@gmail.com 
 
You can also send your suggestions or questions to us at 315-396-–8225 or 
by mail at LWVSYR, PO Box 11862,  Syracuse NY 13218 
 
We will then send out a  four question ballot. All members will have the  
opportunity to approve or reject these items.  
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Officers 

Leadership Team...               Joan Durant
               Joan Johnson 
                             Margrit Diehl 
                          Roberta Millert     
                                                                          
Secretary…                         Joan Littlehale  
Treasurer….                                     Roberta Millert
    

Directors 
 
Education                Margrit Diehl 
Membership …                                           Erin Leigh Darnley 
                           Michele Jones Galvin 
     
Social Media …                                    Miranda Askew-Brown
           
Voter Service…                             Joan Durant 
Issues & Advocacy…                                     Margaret Chase 
                                                     Diane Dwire
  
Program…                         Joan Littlehale 
Events Coordinator…                         Amanda Slisz 

Off-Board Positions 
 

Budget Director….                              Erin Leigh Darnley                                     
Nominating Committee...                             Chanel Turnquest 
                 Nodesia Hernandez      

Dorothy Wrase Hares 
Joan Littlehale 
Amanda Slisz 

 
 

 
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organi-
zation encourages the informed and active participation of 
citizens in government and influences public policy through 
education and advocacy. For more information please call 
the League office at (315) 396-8225 or  e-mail to 
lwvsyr@gmail.com 
 

 
Diversity Statement 

The Syracuse Metropolitan League of Women Voters is com-
mitted to diversity and pluralism, which means there shall be 
no barriers to participation in any League activity on the ba-
sis of age, race, ethnicity, gender, disability, sexual orienta-
tion, religion, economic status, or national origin.  
 

 
Please let us know your email address or if your address has 
changed.  It is the most efficient way to communicate . You will be 

notified of upcoming local  events  and LWVUS and 
LWVNY  National & State Action Alerts and news. 
              Your e-mail address will not be shared or 

sold.  Please respond to lwvsyr@gmail.com if there 

has been a change on how we can contact you. 

               

PLEASE NOTE 
LWVSYR Virtual Annual Meeting 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
5:00 PM  

   For our members who have internet access, we 
will be using ZOOM to conduct our virtual Annual  
Business Meeting. 
   Members who do not have internet access can lis-
ten by calling 1-646-558-8656. These members will 
also be sent a paper ballot that can be returned by 
mail.  
 
   Information on how to access the ZOOM 
meeting will be sent out  two weeks prior to 
the meeting. Only members whose dues are 
current are eligible to vote. 
 
 
   Items to be voted on: 
 

2020-2021 LWVSYR Budget 
2020-2021 LWVSYR Local Program 

2020-2021 LWVSYR Officers & Directors  
2020-2021 LWVSYR Membership Dues 

 

PROPOSED 2020-2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
   The Board of Directors is recommending an in-
crease in our annual dues. Our dues have remained 
the same for several years ($55.00 for individual 
memberships and $80.00 for household member-
ships) as our obligation to both the state and national 
leagues have increased over the years. Currently we 
are sending $32.00 to national and $23.00 to state 
for a total of $55.00. With household memberships 
we are sending $48.00 to national and $34.50 to 
state resulting in a $2.50 deficit on each household 
membership. 
   We understand the need for the State and National 
Leagues to raise their PMP (per member payment). 
Like local leagues they operate on a slim budget. For 
100 years they have provided much needed services 
and credibility to local leagues including grants for 
voter services, publications, training programs and 
updates on issues the League supports.  
   We are asking for a modest increase of $5.00 for 
both individual and household memberships to cover 
PMP obligations and future increases. This will also 
leave us a small cushion for the cost of - 
   ñMaking Democracy Workò  
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS SYRACUSE METROPOLITAN AREA 
 2020-2021 PROPOSED LOCAL ISSUES/POSITIONS 

 
MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK 

 
 -   Promote greater citizen participation in the political process by encouraging citizens to become knowledgeable 
     about the issues and to actively lobby elected officials. 

         -   Encourage individuals to exercise their right to vote especially among under-represented populations and young  
              people 

 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 

 -  Study and support where appropriate legislation, which promotes proposals to modernize local government by  
    sharing services among villages, towns, public schools, the City of Syracuse, and Onondaga County 
 -  Support efforts to contain sprawl with planned growth throughout Onondaga County and the City of Syracuse 
 -  Support an independent citizen led redistricting commission for Onondaga County 

 
SOCIAL POLICY 
 

 -  Monitor the state school aid formula and its implications for upstate school districts and the Big 5 city districts 
 -  Promote the economic growth of Syracuse and Onondaga County in order to improve the quality of life for all  
 -  Monitor the I 81 project to ensure that hiring is as local as possible including equitable hiring of people 
     of color 
 -  Support county wide WiFi that guarantees safe technology 
 -   Promote a single-payer healthcare system for all New Yorkers 
 -  Promote educational efforts dealing with domestic violence and the Integrated Domestic Violence Court in   
    Onondaga County 

 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

 
-   Support for green initiatives to protect natural resources through green technology and waste reduction,   
    reuse and recycling efforts 
-   Support efforts to facilitate improvement projects for Onondaga Lake and its watershed including 
    monitoring and support of the planned walking and biking paths looping around Onondaga Lake and the 
    Erie Canal Trail Way 
 

LOCAL SUPPORT FOR STATEWIDE ISSUES/STUDIES 
 

 -  Promote improved training for poll workers, adequate staffing at polling places, and the use of split shifts  
    for election workers 
 -  Promote improved election processes which extend and encourage voting, including permanent  
    no excuse absentee voting balloting and Election Day registration 
 -  Monitor Early Voting to ensure it is utilized by providing convenient and adequate polling sites   
 -  Promote efforts to simplify the procedures and format for obtaining petition signatures for candidates  
    and potential candidates 
-  Promote and encourage meaningful campaign finance reform 
-  Promote the creation and support for a New York State independent redistricting commission  
-  Promote the creation of an independent and enforcing ethics commission 
-  Promote meaningful reform of public authorities 
-  Promote additional legislative rules reform  
-  Promote and encourage meaningful property tax reform 

 

*Proposed changes 
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League of Women Voters of the Syracuse Metro Area 
2020-2021 Proposed Slate of Officers and Directors 

 
 

OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED JUNE 2020: 
 
Leadership Team (Administration)   Vacant    Term Expires 2021-2022 
Leadership Team (Education)    Margrit Diehl   Term Expires 2020-2022 
 
 
DIRECTORS TO BE ELECTED JUNE 2020: 
 
Membership Co-Director    Michelle Jones Galvin Term Expires 2020-2022 
Public Relations     Nodesia Hernandez  Term Expires 2020-2022 
Issues & Advocacy/Local    Peggy Chase   Term Expires 2020-2021 
Program      Carrie Penner   Term Expires 2020-2022 
Finance/Fundraising     Jessica Bumpus  Term Expires 2020-2022 
Voter Service Co-Director    Vacant    Term Expires 2020-2022 
Publications      Joan Johnson   Term Expires 2020-2021 
 
OFF BOARD POSTIONS TO BE ELECTED JUNE 2020: 
 
Budget Director      Erin Leigh Darnley  Term Expires 2020-2022 
 
 
CONTINUING OFFICERS: 
 
Leadership Team (Voter Service)   Joan Durant   Term Expires 2020-2021 
Leadership Team      Roberta Millert  Term Expires 2020-2021 
Treasurer      Roberta Millert  Term Expires 2020-2021 
Secretary      Joan Littlehale   Term Expires 2021-2022 
 
CONTINUING DIRECTORS: 
 
Issues & Advocacy/State& National   Diane Dwire   Term Expires 2020-2021 
Public Relations     Nodesia Hernandez  Term Expires 2021-2022 
Events Coordinator     Amanda Slisz   Term Expires 2020-2021 
Social Media      Miranda Askew Brown          Term Expires 2021-2022 
 
CONTINUING OFF BOARD POSITIONS: 
 
*Nominating Committee    Nodesia Hernandez   Term Expires 2020-2021 
       Chanel Turnquest   Term Expires 2020-2022 
       Dorothy Wrase Hares   Term Expires 2020-2023 
 
*To provide experience, stability and wider knowledge of local members interests and abilities, the Off-Board   
members of the Nominating Committee shall be divided into three classes, one of which shall be elected each 
year for a three-year term. Two additional members of the committee, who shall be members of the Board,  
shall be appointed following the Annual Meeting.   
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   END GERRYMANDERING IN ONONDAGA COUNTY 
 

We have joined with Fair Maps CNY, Common Cause/NY and other activists in Onondaga County  to petition the Onondaga 
County Legislature to enact a charter change to established a citizen-led, independent redistricting commission to draw new 
legislative district lines for the 2021-22 redistricting cycle.  
 
With door to door petitioning not an option at this time ,when we are being asked to stay homebound, an electronic link has 
been established for citizens to sign the petition. The city of Syracuse has passed legislation to establish an independent redis-
tricting commission. Now it’s time for Onondaga County to do so also! 
 
Here is a link to sign the petition: https://www.commoncause.org/new-york/page/fairmapscny/   

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION POSITION UPDATE 
 
At the June 2019 convention, delegates approved an update that would delete the Constitutional Convention position’s first 
sentence to confirm state Board responsibility to apply the position to support or oppose using the criteria in the position. 
Update materials were sent out in September 2019 and responses were due March 1, 2020. 
 
Although the geographical distribution requirement was met by the 22 Leagues who responded, the Yes results failed to 
meet the 2/3 agreement necessary to drop the first sentence of the current Constitutional Convention position.  The position 
remains as written.  In addition to 22 Leagues, 7 members submitted individual responses for the first time under the new 
process approved last year. The responses were almost evenly divided between Yes and No.   
 
Under the new Study and Update Process adopted by the state League board in 2019, members, local Leagues and ILOs 
may suggest a future update to the position. If a member or local League would prefer a position that does not allow the 
state League to take a position, or a position that only allows the state League to take a position relying on a separate con-
sensus process to determine member agreement, then the local League or member may initiate and/or become part of a fu-
ture update. A future update could seek to establish member agreement with either of these options. 
 

How is  CNY New York doing? Since the count started here are the statistics from Central New York Counties 
 
Counties in Central New York (rank within all of the 62 counties in NY, % of response within that county) as of 
April 25, 2020 
 
RANK(WITHIN IN NYS)       COUNTY    PERCENTAGE OF RESPONSE  
 3           Onondaga       56.9% 
 16         Madison       51.7% 
 20          Oneida       50.5% 
 21          Cortland       50.4% 
 26          Oswego       49.4% 
 31          Cayuga       46.9% 
 
As of April 25, 2020, New York ranks 43 out of 50 states with a response rate of 47.4%. 
 
The US Census Bureau is just one of the many institutions trying to cope with the shutdown and has adjusted deadlines for 
residents to respond. Field operations have been postponed until June 1, 2020.   On Monday, April 13, 2020 the original plan 
was adjusted.  The Self-response phase that started on March 12, 2020 has been extended until October 31, 2020, (previously 
it was to end on July 31, 2020) The Nonresponse follow-up (someone comes to your home) will be from August 11 
through October 31 ,2020 (previously it was May 13 - July 31) 
 
The Census can be completed by going to www.mycensus.gov  
 or by phone at 1-844-330-2020 
 
Dorothy Wrase Hares 
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NEW YORK STATE PRIMARY—June 23, 2020 

 
EARLY VOTING DATES & HOURS 

                                                                                                                             
Saturday, June 13 –      10am-3pm 
Sunday, June 14 -        10am-3pm 

 Monday, June 15 -        10am-6pm 
  Tuesday, June 16 -        12pm- 8pm 
  Wednesday, June 17-    12pm-8pm       
   Thursday, June 18 -       10am-6pm   
 Friday, June 19 -          10am-6pm 
 Saturday, June 20 -      10am-3pm 

         Sunday June 21-           10am-3pm   
 

 

EARLY VOTING POLLING LOCATIONS 
 

Camillus Fire Station (Rear Entrance)  
5801 Newport Road, Camillus NY 13031 

 
Clay Highway Department (Rear Entrance) 

4483 Route 31, Clay, NY 13041 
 

Dewitt Town Hall Court Room 
5400 Butternut Drive, East, East Syracuse, NY 13057 

 
LaFayette Fire Station #1 (Rear Entrance) 

2444 Route 11 South, LaFayette NY 13084 
 

Armond Magnarelli Community Center at McChesney Park 
2300 Grant Boulevard, Syracuse NY 13208 

 
Syracuse Community Connection (SW Community Center) 

401-425 South Avenue, Syracuse NY 13204 

ABSENTEE VOTING—JUNE 23, 2020 PRIMARY 
 

On April 9, 2020. Governor Cuomo issued an Executive Order, due to 
the potential to contact the coronavirus, to allow voters to vote via an 
absentee ballot. All registered voters will be sent a postage paid absen-
tee ballot application for the June23rd Primary to vote absentee if they 
choose to do so. To vote absentee fill out the ballot application and 
check “temporary illness or physical disability.” Email it to  
absentee@ongov.net  or mail it to Onondaga County BOD, 1000 Erie 
Blvd. West, Syracuse NY 13204 
 

DEADLINES FOR VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT 
 

May 29- last day to register or postmark your voter registration  
    form 
June 16- the last day to postmark application for absentee ballot 
    by mail 
June 22- last day to apply in person at the BOE for absentee ballot 
June 22- last day to postmark absentee ballot 
June 23- last day to deliver absentee ballot in person to the BOE 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEE WHOSE ON YOUR BALLOT FOR THE 

JUNE 23, 2020 PRIMARY 
 

CHECK YOUR  REGISTRATION 
 

FIND YOUR POLLING PLACE 
 

CHECK FOR DEBATES & FORUMS 
 

AND MORE 
 

VISIT: 
 

VOTE411.ORG 
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