
League Kicks Off Program Year 

Meet & Greet Event
Mendocino County Supervisors Dan Gjerde, Mo Mulheren, and Glen McGourty 
are among those planning to attend the League’s annual Meet & Greet Your 
Public Officials reception, Friday, September 27, from 5 to 7 PM at the Caspar 
Community Center. The invitation list includes officials and leaders from 
Mendocino County offices in Ukiah, Mendocino College, the City of Fort Bragg, 
the Mendocino Coast Health Care District, the Mendocino Coast Recreation and 
Park District, coastal school, water and fire districts, and more, plus candidates in 
the upcoming November election. This event will provide opportunities to interact 
with our public representatives, both elected and appointed, as well as with 
prospective ones. 

We have had great success with a format of having no program, no ceremony, and 
no speeches. Instead, a friendly atmosphere is provided where public officials and 
community members have time and space to visit and become acquainted. This is 
not a political event or a candidate forum, so the League therefore asks that no 
campaign materials be brought to the reception. To ensure fresh air and adequate 
spacing for participants, this will be an outdoor event again this year. 

Wine and hors d’oeuvres will be served. Our League is proud of the reputation 
developed for the tasty treats offered at this event. Members who can help in 
providing them (finger food is best) should please bring them in by 4:45 to allow 
sufficient time for setup. If you have questions, contact Jary Stavely at 964-4942, 
or email them to him (jstavely@mcn.org). Meet & Greet Your Public Officials is 
free and open to the public. We hope to see you there, and please bring a friend.  

President’s message …

Election Season 
Means We’re Busy

by Charlene McAllister 

We are off and running with a busy election 
season and invite all to join us at one of the 
many events we will be having such as voter 
registration and candidate forums.  We also have our Pros and Cons presentation 
in early October and would be delighted to have some new voices!  There are 
many opportunities to assist League in fulfilling its goal of educating and 
encouraging  voters so don’t be shy, give us a call and we’ll be happy to find a 
role for you. 

Our local League coach Jacquie Canfield was recently here to help our newer 
board members…and some not so new…learn about League.   We are hoping she 
can return next Spring and we can offer the program to all our members. Please 
contact me directly at 707-937-4463 or 707-832-2135, if you have questions or 
desires to participate. 

Voter Registration Efforts
by Nancy Severy 

The League is publicly encouraging people to vote in 
the upcoming election by providing voting registration 
information on the coast. Nancy Severy and Nancy 
Milano have been tabling Tuesdays at the Fort Bragg 
Post Office; Jary Stavely, Lee Tepper, Dorine Real, and 
Morning Nichols have taken turns at the Wednesday 
Farmers Market; Kristan Larsen and Gregoria Cordoba 
are bilingually working at the Fort Bragg Post Office 
on some Thursdays and Fridays; while Amanda Gray, 
Rogilio Muñoz and Kristan are engaging people 
outside El Torito Market on Franklin St. Monday 
afternoons. Student teams are planning to extend voting 
encouragement to the Mendocino Post Office and 
Farmers Market in September. 

Photo of Nancy Severy, Nancy Ferreira, and Nancy 
Milano was taken by Rella Gadulka. 

Questions, Questions
Voters will decide State and local issues

Ten statewide ballot measures, and six more which apply to portions of 
Mendocino County, will be on the November 5 ballot. [See below for the 
complete list.] A League zoom meeting at 6 pm on Oct. 1 will examine the 
background of each one. The Voter will publish a special Election Edition prior to 
this “Pros & Cons” meeting with more particulars, both on the measures and on 
the various candidate forums to be held. 

November Ballot Fills Out
Now that the filing deadline has passed, the County Clerk’s office has released a 
list of which local boards will have races on the November 5 ballot.  

Voters in the city of Fort Bragg will choose two out of five candidates for 4-year 
terms on the city council. The candidates are Lindy Peters, incumbent; Ryan 
Bushnell, equipment operator; Bethany Brewer, personal trainer; Scott Hockett, 
business owner; and Mel Salazar, talent manager and mom. 

For the Ukiah city council, six candidates are vying for two 4-year positions:  
Josefina Dueñas, incumbent; Douglas Crane, construction manager; Kristina 
Mize, business owner/mom; Heather Criss, county program administrator; John 
Strangio, self-employed; and Jacob Brown, educator. 

There are four candidates for three full terms on the Willits City Council:  Gerry 
Gonzales, incumbent; Robin Leler, public school teacher; Michael Alaniz, 
teacher/educator; and Tom Allman, retired sheriff/realtor. 

In the Mendocino Coast Health Care District four candidates have filed for two 
full term seats:  Paul Katzeff, incumbent; Mikael Blaisdell, executive director/
consultant; Lynn Finley, registered nurse; and Gabriel Maroney, global health 
scientist. Two incumbents, Paul Garza and Jan McGourty, are unopposed for 
continuing to serve the two years remaining of their terms. 

Two candidates are seeking the position of Area 3 (Willits and northeast 
Mendocino Co.) Trustee on the Mendocino County Board of Education:  David 
Strock, parent/county planner; and Michelle Hutchins, educator/business owner. 

Likewise, two candidates are seeking to fill the Area 3 Trustee position (not 
exactly contiguous) of the Mendocino-Lake Community College District:  Jay 
Epstein, business owner; and Gabriel Baca Meza. 

Within the Fort Bragg Unified School District, three candidates will appear on the 
ballot for two 4-year terms:  Kathy Babcock, incumbent; Sage Statham, nonprofit 
CEO/parent; and Cristal Muñoz, administrative analyst. 

Within the Mendocino Unified School District, two candidates are vying to 
represent Area 3:  Michael Schaeffer, incumbent; and Jim Gagnon, software 
entrepreneur. 

Similarly, two candidates have filed to be the area 5 Trustee in the Ukiah Unified 
School District:  Jaimie Jacobsen, registered nurse/parent; and John Bailey, 
administrator/businessman/father. 

Voters in the Willits Unified School District will choose two of the three 
candidates seeking full terms:  Dianne McNeal, incumbent; David Lilker, retired 
teacher; and April Lamprich, mom/business owner. 

Two races will be on the ballot in Round Valley. For two full terms on the Round 
Valley Unified School District Board, there are three candidates:  Zoe George, 
appointed incumbent; Steve McCormack, small business owner; and Cindy 
Nelson, retail sales. For three full terms on the Round Valley Fire Protection 
District:  Leanne Durham, incumbent; Cindy Nelson, incumbent; Edward Wilson, 
volunteer firefighter; and Lindon Duke, assistant grocery manager. 

The full election list, which includes those who have filed unopposed and who 
will therefore be appointed, can be viewed online. Mailing of sample ballots is 
scheduled to begin on September 26. The last day for regular (vote-by-mail) voter 
registration is October 22. “Provisional“ registration continues until election day, 
November 5. 

Candidate Forums
The League does not endorse or oppose candidates, even for non-partisan offices; 
but we do try to empower you, the voter, with reliable information. We will hold 
candidate forums so that you can judge for yourself who would represent you 
best. 

League Voter Services leaders Pat Dunbar, Carole Press, and Darra Williamson 
are planning the series of candidate forums. Interested voters will have a chance 
to listen to candidates and submit questions to them. There will be a forum for 
Fort Bragg city council candidates at Town Hall, and likely a Zoom forum for 
MCHCD candidates. The League will also sponsor/assist inland forums for the 
contests in the Willits area and for Ukiah City Council. League Secretary 
Annabell Guinan promises that high school students will help at the Town Hall 
forum and take a leading role in holding coastal school district board candidate 
forums. 

Opinion …

Ghost Elections
by Dorine Real 

The upcoming “Presidential” election is about more than who will be POTUS. We 
will elect representatives to the national and state legislatures. In addition, this is 
our opportunity to elect members to the boards of local districts including school 
districts, fire protection districts, community service districts, and more. In all, 
about 108 seats on 59 entities are on schedule for election in Mendocino County 
in November. However, only 11 districts will have elections. This is because in 
most districts no seats were contested, that is, there were enough seats for all 
applicants. In 14 districts, there were not even enough applicants to fill the jobs.  

In all, only about 1/5 of the seats scheduled for this election will actually be voted 
on. One reason seats are not contested is that potential applicants know it costs the 
district thousands of dollars to have an election, and tiny districts pay the same as 
large ones. This is important because participating in a local election is one way 
people get a sense of “ownership” of their local government: they may be more 
inclined to stay informed, to support the board’s policies, and even to join the 
board themselves. 

The other reason for ghost elections, of course, is that there aren’t enough people 
willing and able to do this usually unpaid work. Although all vacant seats are 
scheduled for the next election, they sometimes stay empty for years. This is a 
problem that rural Leagues, and all lovers of democracy, could well address. 

Jane Person 

September is here and that means 

It’s Dues Renewal Time!
As a reminder, when you are a member of LWV Mendocino County you are 
automatically also a member of LWV California and LWVUS. The League 
welcomes members of all genders.   

There is no change to the dues amount this year, which is the total of state and 
national dues. LWV Mendocino County does not charge additional local dues.

The dues for an individual is $60 and dues for a household membership is $90. 
Student membership is no cost. Also, we have funds available for dues assistance 
– just get in touch.

Please send your dues renewal to:  LWVMC
POB 1128
Fort Bragg  CA  95437 

Heads up, there will be a few changes to the membership process in 2025, some 
of which will make it easier to join or renew.  

In order to make sure we have the accurate contact information for each of our 
members, please check that your phone number, email, and mailing address are 
either on your check or enclosed with it..   

If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to LWV Mendocino County’s 
Education Fund, please write a separate check made out to LWVC EF and mail it 
to the above LWVMC address. 

Please help us make your membership more rewarding by letting us know what 
activities interest you. Just write Cindy a note, or use the checklist included with 
the printable form that accompanies this email. 

LWVUS Convention
Our delegate reports

League Vice-President 
Sydney Grange attended the 
national convention in 
Washington at the end of 
June. She reports having a 
stimulating and uplifting 
time, often in the company 
of other California 
delegates, and has sent 
along some notes about 
significant parts of the 
experience. She also shared 
some photos, and a link for 
more:  https://www.lwv.org/
league-management/
league-fundamentals/2024-
convention-daily-briefing: 

Sydney, extreme right, poses 
with other members of the 
California delegation. 

National Programming:
Eliminating the Electoral College 
• One Person, One Vote 
• “Moonshot” ; abolishing the electoral college through direct election of the 

president by popular vote. More Info Here. The toolkit is here. 
• Each league can support through hosting educational presentations for the 

general public on the electoral college, the issues with it & proposed steps 
forward. 

• abolishelectoral@gmail.com to get involved.  

Other Programming of Interest
• Getting people with felony convictions registered to vote 

• Laws vary state by state, but people in CA are able to vote if awaiting trial/
before conviction, and post-release. LWV Sacramento has done a lot of work 
registering incarcerated people to vote, and there is more info in the criminal 
justice toolkit. 

• Tamiko Heim: 916-217-1327, heim4thecity@gmail.com 

• Ca LWV Criminal Justice Toolkit  

Specific Session Take-Aways
Adoption of Vermont Position on Privatization 
• Concurrence did not pass; the National League said that its current position 

already supported the core ideals expressed by the concurrence and that the 
concurrence was too specific/limiting for the needs of individual states 

• We should advocate for single-payer health care as a solution on a state-by state 
basis. 

• Health care reform toolkit 
• Contact: Betty Keller, President VT LWV—bjkellermd@gmail.com, 

802-274-8180 

Engaging Youth in Voting & Youth Council Panel 
• Verify It  A game to promote media literacy & education on civics & voting—a 

good resource for youth and teachers to engage their students in a fun way. 

• Marin County student led peer-peer ambassador program—students enroll in 
the program, receive training on voting, host 2 voter outreach events and then 
report on their progress 

• Democracy Matters Solano County 
◦ This program (which our League brought to a youth meeting in Ukiah) 

encourages students to participate in local government by attending 
governing boards and agency meetings. 

◦ It encourages students to not only register to vote, but how to perform peer-
on-peer voter registration and work at a poll on election days 

◦ It uses Forum Training to encourage students to not only attend candidate 
and issue/policy information forums, but how to organize and present their 
own forums. 

• Northern Calif. Youth Policy Coalition:  Annabelle may want to consider 
presenting on the NCYPC work at the next convention / being on a youth panel. 
It sounded like there was interest in continued collaboration. 

• Maine Students Vote, a youth council that works with Maine’s state league. 

• Some Insights from the panel:  
◦ Having youth registering other youth to vote is an effective way to engage 

young people, but being sure to show young people who aren’t yet of 
voting age that their voice still matters & there are many other important 
ways to engage in government (look to Solano County for examples of 
other ways) 

◦ Showing youth that their voices matter by encouraging them and putting 
them in decision-making roles, supporting them financially, and removing 
other barriers such as costs to join the league and flexibility with meeting 
times. The Mendocino chapter seems to do a great job of this already. One 
step further would be to have paid internship opportunities for students or 
an opportunity that allows for a stipend. Maybe this is something we could 
fundraise for. Many of the youth on the panel started with the league 
through a paid internship opportunity but then stuck around because they 
cared about the work and they still continue to volunteer with the league to 
this day. 

◦ High School students are allowed to be elected to school boards in 
California which can be another good outlet for ensuring youth voices are 
heard and have an impact. 

◦ Oregon has mentors for youth on the youth council which helps the 
students feel supported. 

• Useful Contacts 
◦ Allyson Gardner: Director of Maine Students Vote:  

allyson@mainestudentsvote.org, 541-283-6787 

◦ Chloe Acosta: College Student & Community Advocate:  She has a 
presentation on recruiting and retaining youth that she is willing to share 
and present—could be a good opportunity for our league—541-890-0740, 
chloeacosta.student@gmail.com. 

Climate Action Group
• Not much new, but a lot going on and a strong core. It is very easy to plug into 

these efforts if there is energy for it on our league. 

• Diz Swift: dismoreswift@att.net 

The dinner on Saturday where Kimberly Teehee, a Cherokee attorney, politician, and activist spoke—she is a 
delegate to the US House of Representatives. “The Cherokee Nation has always believed that this country is 
stronger when more people have a voice, and the League of Women Voters has been a critical partner in 
moving towards this better future.” Her address is on YouTube  

Greening Fort Bragg

Tree Planting 
at MCHF
Conservation Works and the Mendocino Coast 
Healthcare Foundation held a tree planting event in 
front of the Foundation office on Fort Bragg’s 
Main St. Aug, 24. Kat Costa of Conservation 
Works, Susan Warner of the Foundation, and City 
Councilman Jason Godeke were on hand, along 
with Stefan Stehling and Lou Hug of the California 
Conservation Corps Climate Action team. They 
planted a red alder tree and several red elderberry 
bushes as part of a program called Branch Out Fort 
Bragg, which is designed to build “a foundation for 
long term urban canopy development in the coastal 
town of Fort Bragg. Tree planting is a key 
resiliency-based action that all individuals can take 
to help combat climate change and by combining 
the strength of community interest with city policy 
we can mitigate existing ‘tree deserts’ within the 
city.” Eventually the site is expected to host a 
garden of indigenous healing plants. More details 
about the project may be found on the 
Conservation Works website. 

    Photo by Jary Stavely 

Upcoming Community Events
Hubs & Routes Sign-Up in Point Arena
Hubs & Routes has invited the public to a sign-up event to be held at the Coast 
Community Library in Point Arena on Saturday, September 14, from 1–3. This 
will be followed by a Hubs & Routes Expo, to be held at the Point Arena High 
School gym on Wednesday, the 25th, from 2:15 til 4 (the last tour to finish by 
5:15). Their poster promises “interactive theater, prizes & surprises” at the second 
event, in addition to the opportunity to sign up. The presentation will be available 
in Spanish, as well as in English.  “Make your special skills, needs, and surpluses 
count, because it’s going to take all of us” in the event of a natural disaster. 

Coastal Cleanup
Coastal Cleanup Day is Saturday, September 21. Twelve sites have been identified 
from Gualala north to Westport, each with its own sponsoring organization and 
captain. Contact information and details for each site can be found on the 
California Coastal Commission website — enlarge the map to click on the blue 
pin you seek information about. 

Mendocino College Scholarships
The Friends of Mendocino College Coast Center is having a golf tournament at 
Little River Inn Golf Course on September 28. “Fall on the coast is a beautiful 
time of year and we are sure to have a full lineup of golfers.  Our goal is to raise 
money for scholarships for coastal students as well as supplies and materials for 
the Center. Enrollment at Mendocino College is on the rise and we want to 
continue to support the Coast Center in providing a high quality community 
college experience. The tournament will be a four-person scramble and will 
feature food and drinks on the course, tee prizes, a raffle, and all participants will 
receive a swag bag. The entry fee of $125.00 includes a cart. In addition to 
registration, we are in need of local businesses and individuals to support this 
event by becoming a level sponsor, sponsoring a hole, or sponsoring an event 
such as the hole-in-one, longest drive, and most accurate drive contests. You can 
also help by donating a prize for our raffle. The benefits of having an institution 
of higher education right here on the coast are immeasurable. Please help us 
continue to provide access to all students and to make their experience one that 
will propel them to their next step in education or in life. Please contact Jason 
Morse at jmorse@mendocino.edu if you would like to register for the tournament 
or to support as a sponsor.” 

Garden Tour Scheduled
Matt Drewno has announced that the Victory Gardens for Peace annual tour will 
be held on Saturday, October 12, from 9–4:  “Learn from our staff Matthew 
Gammett and Matt Drewno, and from our wonderful interns from Kenya—
Philomena of the Grow BioIntensive Agriculture Center of Kenya (GBIACK) and 
Teresiah of Garden of Hope. We will give a broad tour of the basic principles 
which you can use to increase your yields sustainably while using resources and 
space wisely. More details can be found at the Ecology Action website." 

Member Projects
Making community work

League member Loreto Rojas is seeking volunteers to help Latino children, youth 
and adults read in English at the Fort Bragg Public Library every Tuesday from 5 
to 6 pm. She hopes such helpers could commit for 3 months. Asked whether the 
volunteers need to be bilingual, Loreto responded, “No, the volunteers don't need 
to know any Spanish. I'm in the room; the children and youth speak English 
perfectly. They need help reading and with math. It would be great to find 
someone willing to tutor them in 3rd grade math.” Interested Voter readers may 
contact Loreto at 707-813-4046, or at loretoenmendo@gmail.com. 

Also, League member Elise Cox has begun doing news reports for KZYX. A 
recent clip includes a report on the CalTrans meeting regarding the Albion River 
bridge (see article below), and an interview with a young performer from the 
recently concluded reprise of the MTC Woody Guthrie show. 

July LCP Update Report
On July 18 the GRI Vision working group held another of its bi-monthly reviews 
on the progress of Mendocino County’s LCP Updates which are now underway. 
Loretta Ellard, of the Mendocino Council of Governments (MCOG) reported on 
two recent CalTrans grants which will have particular relevance to the LCP 
Updates. $215K was awarded for a Noyo Harbor Multi-Procurement Plan, a 
circulation study to examine alternative access routes between the harbor area, the 
city of Fort Bragg and Highway 1. A kickoff meeting had already been held, and 
involvement with the public was expected to begin by late summer. $400K was 
separately awarded for a Climate Adaptation Planning Grant, a study to identify 
and strategize remedies for at-risk roads vulnerable to sea level rise. Both studies 
were expected to take 18 months to complete. 

Chief county planner Julia Krog presented a slide show outlining the current 
status of the county’s comprehensive update project. Since her May report on the 
Round 8 Grant [see July ’24 Voter], the Supervisors have approved the contract to 
WRA, Inc. as the Biological Resources/Habitats & Natural Resources Consultant. 
The only major consultant yet to be selected at the time of the July meeting was 
the one for CEQA compliance. As of June 13, the groundwater study portion was 
in various stages of completion, ranging from 60% of initial tasks to 7% of “proof 
of water” surveying. Traffic counts for the highway capacity study began in early 
July, and now, co-ordination with the MCOG study (mentioned above) has been 
added to the tasks involved with completing it. In regard to the separate Sea Level 
Rise Vulnerability Assessment grant, Julia reported that Environmental Science 
Associates (ESA) had been selected as the consultant to prepare the Sea Level 
Rise Resilience Strategy, with its contract expected to be executed in September. 
Next steps include to “continue work with various consultants on gathering of 
background information and existing conditions; respond to requests for technical 
information from consultants and supporting documentation in a timely manner; 
revise Grant Agreement schedule with California Coastal Commission; and once a 
bit further along with current consultants, complete RFP for CEQA consultant.”  

Michael St. John wondered why the crucial need for more housing does not seem 
to be addressed in the LCP Update process. Julia agreed that there is no specific 
housing focus in the overall grant request, but pointed out that the traffic and 
resource studies undertaken will help the county to streamline housing proposals 
without endangering coastal resources. An update to the housing element of the 
General Plan is due in 2027. Coastal Commission representatives Amber Leavitt 
and Z Placencia asserted that their agency is focussing on supporting housing 
development by guiding the public on how to frame and structure such proposals. 
They mentioned a new housing webpage and recording, as well as the hiring of a 
new technician who specializes in the area. 

A nearly complete recording of the zoom meeting, including several other 
thought-provoking questions and comments, can be found on the GRI website. (It 
is the bottom video featured, just above the “Links and Reading” list.) The next 
LCP Update Review is scheduled to take place September 19 at 3 pm on Zoom. 

California League Reports
Advocacy Rating
A June CalMatters analysis identified the League of Women Voters of California 
as the third most effective advocacy organization in the state, achieving 85% of 
our desired policy outcomes during this legislative session so far. The League 
rises to the top in effectiveness because we are grassroots and we stand firmly in 
advancing equity for all people. Each day, we fight for equity across voting rights, 
government transparency, affordable housing, racial justice, climate, environ-
mental justice, and criminal justice reform (and much more!). In total, the LWVC 
has taken a position on 101 bills this legislative session. 

Voting in Jails
The LWVC is a proud co-sponsor of AB 544 (Bryan), designed to increase voter 
participation in jails through a grant-supported pilot program. Dora Rose, our 
Deputy Director, emphasizes the significance of this bill, sharing that, "People in 
jails have the right to vote, but many are unable to do so due to lack of access to 
their ballots. And because Black and Brown communities are over-policed, access 
to the ballot in jails is a racial justice issue." This bill represents a critical stride 
towards ensuring that all eligible incarcerated people have the opportunity to 
exercise their voting rights. Joined by the Ella Baker Center for Human Rights, 
Pillars of the Community, and Initiate Justice, we are committed to the  
passage of AB 544. We must work towards securing this bill to empower  
incarcerated individuals and uphold their fundamental right to participate in the 
democratic process. 

History of Jury Bias Condemned
Helen Hutchinson, LWVC Area Director for Government, and member of LWV 
of Alameda County joined local leaders and other advocates at a press conference 
at the Alameda County Courthouse in Oakland in June to demand re-sentencing in 
all death penalty cases. This urgent call to action follows revelations that Black 
and Jewish residents have been systematically and unlawfully excluded from 
serving on capital juries in Alameda County for decades. Helen stated, “we are 
appalled and disgusted by these practices in the District Attorney’s office and we 
join with our allies in the call for re-sentencing and accountability.” Helen’s 
powerful representation of the League’s position made it clear that the League 
both advocates for the laws that prohibit this sort of discrimination and backs  
that up by standing strong against injustices as they occur. Read more about the 
rally here. 

Judicial Review of Old Criminal Sentences
California has reformed criminal sentencing practices in recent years. As a result, 
life without parole (LWOP) sentences imposed decades ago are no longer 
consistent with modern sentencing that allows for judicial discretion and takes 
into account mitigating factors. SB 94 (Cortese) would allow people sentenced for 
events that occurred before 1990 and who have served at least 25 years of their 
LWOP sentence to have one chance for a judge to review their sentence. SB 94 is 
narrowly tailored to give judges full discretion to leave the life without parole 
sentence unchanged, or to re-sentence a person to a minimum of 25-years-to-life. 
Specifically, SB 94 allows judges to review LWOP sentences from the 70s & 80s; 
prioritizes public safety and victim input at each step of the process; and restores 
hope, which is a powerful tool to incentivize rehabilitation. As California works to 
make our criminal legal system more just, effective, equitable, and transparent, we 
must incentivize rehabilitation. Californians who have served decades under 
LWOP sentences should have the opportunity to show their remorse and 
rehabilitation. Take action here. 

U.S. League Announcements
Concerning Voting Rights
Pro-voter advocates saw wins in Mississippi, Utah, and Ohio. A decision 
declaring Mississippi's lifelong felony ban unconstitutional was overturned, 
negatively affecting the rights of returning citizens. The House passed the SAVE 
Act, anti-voter legislation rooted in anti-immigrant disinformation; read our 
response. 

New CEO
Celina Stewart has stepped into her new role as the League’s CEO. Celina is a 
legal expert, voting rights champion, and lifelong defender of democracy. She 
first joined the League in 2018 as our director of advocacy and litigation, later 
becoming chief counsel. Celina’s dedication to the League, combined with her 
vision and leadership, will be critical as we continue in our mission to empower 
voters and defend democracy. Her photo and introduction are online. 

Gerrymandering in South Carolina
At the end of July, the League of Women Voters of South Carolina filed a lawsuit 
challenging partisan gerrymandering of the state's congressional districts. Lynn 
Teague wrote about why this lawsuit is important. Read the piece. 

Summer U.S. League News
Supreme Court Presidential Immunity Decision
The Supreme Court’s ruling to grant extraordinary immunity for sitting presidents 
is the most dangerous decision for democracy of our time. Read our response. 

The Equal Rights Amendment
This summer was the 101-year anniversary of the Seneca Falls Convention, where 
Alice Paul first introduced the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). The Equal 
Rights Amendment will enshrine equality of rights under the law, regardless of 
sex, in the Constitution. Just weeks ago, we recognized the two-year anniversary 
of the overturning of Roe v. Wade, one example of the devastating consequences 
of our rights not being protected. The ERA will prevent the further rollback of 
equal rights, provide a vital tool to the judicial branch to combat discrimination, 
and pave the way for additional legislative progress. Tell Congress that equality 
belongs in the Constitution. 

The John Lewis Voting Rights Act
We need a fully restored VRA to defend our democracy and protect the freedom 
to vote. 

Threats to Democracy
from LWV national president, Dianna Wynn:    

“For more than a century, the League of Women Voters has stood as a trusted, 
nonpartisan source of election information for voters across this nation. Since our 
founding, our organization has been dedicated to  preparing voters to cast their 
ballot in each election and to exercise their right to participate in democracy. We 
stand firmly against policies and actions that threaten the integrity and 
inclusiveness of the democratic process. White nationalism and efforts to move 
our government toward authoritarianism threatens the very foundation of our 
democracy. The League will use our power and resources to combat any attempt 
to undercut the values of free and fair elections, and our democracy of, by, and for 
the people. Through protests and advocacy we will challenge any policies, laws, 
and regulations that propose restrictive measures that undermine our nation's 
progress toward ensuring every citizen’s right to vote. Our country is at an 
existential crossroads, and voters must make a critical decision about the direction 
of our nation. The League remains committed to providing nonpartisan election 
information for voters at VOTE411.org and empowering voters to send a clear 
message about the future we want. We urge American voters to turn up and turn 
out in November to ensure our democracy reflects the will of the people.”  

Fair Maps for Ohio?
According to Ballotpedia, the establishment of a non-partisan citizens redistricting 
commission in Ohio will be voted on this November. If this initiative is approved, 
it will add to the slowly increasing number of states which, like California, are 
protecting representative democracy by curbing gerrymandering. The Ohio 
League is in favor of the measure. 

Protecting Voters in the Courts
In a victory for fair redistricting, the Utah Supreme Court allowed Utah voters to 
move forward with their claim that the Legislature illegally gutted a citizen-led 
anti-gerrymandering initiative. 

The national and Arizona Leagues, with others, filed an amicus brief to protect 
voters from an unnecessary proof-of-citizenship law. 

Issues We’re Following …
Rooftop Solar Fees
The Solar Rights Alliance has posted an update on its effort to rescind recent 
action by state Public Utilities Commission regarding fees charged to rooftop 
solar array owners [see March ’24 Voter]. SB 1374 (Becker) has advanced to the 
California Assembly, having already passed the Senate. “To recap, last year the 
CA Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) took away the solar rights of renters, 
schools, and farms. The CPUC blocked them from using their own solar energy 
produced on their own roof, forcing them to buy it from the utility instead. SB 
1374 intends to reverse the CPUC's misguided decision. …. 

“The bill has been weakened from its original form. Utility lobbyists succeeded in 
getting lawmakers to weaken the bill so that it only guarantees protections for 
apartments and public schools. The amended bill directs the CPUC to figure out 
what to do with other properties—farms, businesses, shopping centers, factories, 
etc. Given the CPUC's track record of rubber stamping the utilities' desires, this is 
not good. However, it is possible that this push from the Legislature could force a 
better outcome. 

“To be clear, homeowners' right to ‘self-generate’ is not in question at the 
moment. But this threat to the basic solar rights of schools, farms, and renters is 
all the more reason why homeowners should fight […] to defend everyone else's 
right to make solar energy on their property without interference.” 

Eel River Diversion Future
The Russian River Flood Control and Water Conservation District reports: 

The Round Valley Indian Tribes filed a motion to intervene regarding the ongoing 
development of the Final Draft Surrender Agreement and the Final Surrender 
Application and Decommissioning Plan by PG&E. “Despite … extensive 
measures, the Tribe currently is not party to any of the major discussions or 
proceedings regarding the Project.” “The Tribe has now chosen to move for 
intervention in an exhaustive effort to be fairly included in the conversations that 
determine the divestment of the facilities and waters on their ancestral lands.” 

Albion Bridge Replacement
On August 13, Caltrans held a meeting at the 
Whitesboro Grange to present its plans for replacing 
the wooden truss bridge carrying Highway One over 
the Albion River next to the village. The Albion 
Bridge Stewards, who favor preserving the bridge, 
held their own meeting two weeks later to articulate 
their objections to CalTrans' plans. An article by 
Frank Hartzell in the Mendocino Voice and a 
segment on KZYX by Elise Cox describe the 
CalTrans meeting, and a  video of the meeting is on 
You Tube. The Bridge Stewards' website provides a 
number of links supporting their point of view. 

                             LWV info
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Links
Ballot measure text: https://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2024/general/pdf/text-proposed-laws.pdf 

Local candidates: https://www.mendocinocounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/
66389/638602566553927072) 

Convention speech: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXh7YMsuiNE) 

Tree planting:  https://www.conservationworksnc.org/urban-greening 

Hubs and Routes: https://hubsandroutes.net 

Coast Cleanup: https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html 

Coastal: krogj@mendocinocounty.gov; https://www.grassroots-institute.org/vision 

Garden tour: www.g-biack.org/ (Kenya); www.growbiointensive.org/events_main.html?
tab=2#TabbedPanels2 (Ecology Action) 

Elise Cox report: https://www.kzyx.org/2024-08-16/albion-river-bridge-update-and-guthries-american-song-
playing-at-the-mendocino-theater-company 

LCP: https://gualalamac.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/PBS-LCP-Update-Presentation-7.18.2024.pdf; 
https://www.grassroots-institute.org/vision 

LWVC effectiveness: https://calmatters.org/politics/2024/06/california-lobbying-rankings/ 

Voting from jail: https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB544/id/2775098 

Jury bias: https://click.everyaction.com/k/88295642/483736267/-271951486 

Life Without Parole: https://secure.everyaction.com/lN1ShM_wH0i_-1uH7HNQ2w2?emci=92a3faf3-fc5b-
ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=21b9115e-185c-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=1971663 

Voting rights: https://default.salsalabs.org/Ta108cd66-135f-432d-8ead-50aabc77e923/34be5bff-59c8-45df-
bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (Mississippi); https://default.salsalabs.org/T18dc9e63-dbb9-4e29-
b056-1cd47e9d83dc/34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (Utah); https://default.salsalabs.org/
Tbd4e9780-a0f4-45e8-ae65-29bdf0951ae6/34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (Ohio); https://
default.salsalabs.org/T70d163a5-97a9-415c-a3d0-1568166606f3/34be5bff-59c8-45df-
bf3a-672b9216f0c7 (felony ban); https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwv-responds-house-
vote-save-act (non-citizen voting) 

CEO: https://www.lwv.org/blog/meet-our-new-ceo-celina-stewart 

Gerrymandering: https://default.salsalabs.org/
Tc48100c6-0688-4233-8fc9-28eaa02818c3/34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7 

Immunity decision: https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/lwv-statement-response-scotus-decision-
presidential-immunity 

ERA: https://www.lwv.org/take-action/tell-congress-equality-belongs-constitution 

John Lewis VRA: https://www.lwv.org/take-action/urge-your-members-congress-support-john-r-lewis-
voting-rights-advancement-act 

Threats to democracy: https://www.vote411.org/ 

Ohio redistricting: https://ballotpedia.org/wiki/index.php?
title=Ohio_Establish_the_Citizens_Redistricting_Commission_Initiative_(2024)&_wcsid=A85C7DAE3
3ABCAF93E7911DD397C42145961052B3AB4D163; https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2024/07/25/ohio-
advocates-plan-to-hold-lawmakers-accountable-with-anti-gerrymandering-reform/ 

Utah redistricting: https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/win-fair-maps-utah 

Arizona voter protection: https://default.salsalabs.org/T39982672-b6e0-4e6b-9c75-
d1dc7c1b70d5/34be5bff-59c8-45df-bf3a-672b9216f0c7 

Solar: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?
bill_id=202320240SB1374&emci=15e1a67f-5d5b-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=4ea2d289-e15b-
ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=12500931 

Eel River: https://www.rrfc.net/files/
6c2dc7386/2024,+7-16+Round+Valley+IndianTribes+Motion+to+Intervention+decommissioning+plan.
pdf/1/01010190dc50bb8b-88952d5a-d100-47e8-91c7-86f51994cab9-000000/dXniof_LI82h5-
qdIDXYzB3vKKw=384 
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                 Contact LWVMC
By mail:  P.O. Box 1128, Fort Bragg CA 95437 

By email:  voter@mcn.org Message phone: (707) 937-4952 

Our website:  lwvmendo.org 

Our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LWVMendo1 

LWV Mission Statement 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
strives to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.

State Measures
Links are to the summary, arguments, etc. The actual text of each measure can be found here. 

Proposition 2:  Authorizes Bonds for Public School and Community College Facilities. Legislative Statute.  

Proposition 3:  Constitutional Right to Marriage. Legislative Constitutional Amendment. 

Proposition 4:  Authorizes Bonds for Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, and Protecting 
Communities and Natural Lands from Climate Risks. Legislative Statute. 

Proposition 5:  Allows Local Bonds for Affordable Housing and Public Infrastructure with 55% Voter 
Approval. Legislative Constitutional Amendment. 

Proposition 6:  Eliminates Constitutional Provision Allowing Involuntary Servitude for Incarcerated 
Persons. Legislative Constitutional Amendment. (PDF) 

Proposition 32:  Raises Minimum Wage. Initiative Statute. (PDF) 

Proposition 33:  Expands Local Governments’ Authority to Enact Rent Control on Residential Property. 
Initiative Statute. 

Proposition 34:  Restricts Spending of Prescription Drug Revenues by Certain Health Care Providers. 
Initiative Statute. 

Proposition 35:  Provides Permanent Funding for Medi-Cal Health Care Services. Initiative Statute. 

Proposition 36:  Allows Felony Charges and Increases Sentences for Certain Drug and Theft Crimes. 
Initiative Statute. 

Local Measures
Measure S - Albion-Little River Fire Protection District:  repeal former special tax of 

$75/unit, and enact new special tax of $300/unit 

Measure T - City of Fort Bragg:  Public Safety, Workforce Housing, and Essential 
Services Measure funded by 3/8¢ sales tax 

Measure U - City of Fort Bragg:  Tourist Impact Reduction/Quality of Life Measure 
increasing TOT by 2%  

Measure V - Ukiah Valley Fire District:  enact a $33.50/unit annual parcel tax to fund 
adequate fire responsiveness 

Measure W - City of Ukiah:  increase TOT from 10 to 13% 

Measure X - City of Point Arena:  Essential Services Measure establishing 7/8¢ sales tax.

Jane
     Person

Jane’s Life Story
by Bruce Person 

Jane Person died June 19, 2024 at her 
home in an accidental fall on the 
stairwell as she was going to bed.  
Jane was 82.  She is survived by her 
husband of 45 years, Bruce Person, 
her brother in Florida, Robert 
Cannon, nephews Michael Cannon of 
Walnut Creek and Robin Cannon of 
Vermont, and brother in-law Stephen 
Person of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Born in Montgomery, Alabama Jane 
lived from ages one to nine in 
Venezuela with her parents in a 
Standard Oil town of Caripito.  As a 
young child she loved to sneak past 
the guards of the fenced American 
enclave and would play in the jungle.  The family later moved to Atlanta, where Jane could 
further her schooling. 
Jane had a full life of public service.  She graduated from Duke University in 1962 with her 
Bachelor degree and a year later from Emory University with her Master’s degree.  During 
her college years she spent summers visiting her parents in Genoa, Italy and later in 
London.  She then moved to San Diego to teach high school English, English as a second 
language, and various literature courses for the next 35 years at Patrick Henry School in the 
San Diego school system, which she later retired from.  In San Diego, she was active in 
Elderhostel meetings and a number of trips mostly throughout Europe.  She supported and 
was very active in the San Diego Opera and our local theater company in Solana Beach. 

Upon retirement, she and her husband Bruce moved to the Fort Bragg area of Mendocino 
County.  For nearly nineteen years Jane was active in more than 20 different social and 
public service groups.  She was the inspector for the Mendocino precinct for elections, 
President of the League of Women voters, as well as the grader and leader for Study Club 
student grants.  She participated in the Mendocino Land Trust and the Fort Bragg Library as 
well as being a docent of the Kelly House Museum and dressing up in period pieces as part 
of the Blue Stockings group.  Jane also helped with visiting Opera singers, the Music 
Festival and Symphony of the Redwoods, and was a financial supporter of KQED Public 
Television.  She manned a serving booth at the annual Salmon Restoration BBQ and 
fundraiser, and was a Judge and Presenter for the Mendocino Coast Writers group, and an 
active member of the Coast Democrats, and a Duke University Alumni interviewer for 
potential new students. 

During Covid, she would meet with a group called “Squatters” at Starbucks and other local 
restaurants..  At the Botanical Gardens, she was part of the seed group and volunteered in 
tending the vegetable garden.  She organized friends for a game of Mexican Train at 
different houses for brunch as well as a British mystery book club and a general book club 
group. She participated in a number of activities at the Point Cabrillo Lighthouse as well as 
many activities of the local Botanical Gardens and becoming a life member.  She enjoyed 
opera at the Point Arena broadcast from the Met of New York as well as taking a number of 
Road Scholar trips to Europe as well as some in the United States.  With her family and 
friends and all her students, our loss is profound.  It is suggested that any donations go to 
the American Cancer Association. 

The memorial has been scheduled for September 28 from noon to 4:00 pm, at the Caspar 

Calendar
September 14 (Saturday) 1-3 Pt. Arena Library 
  Hubs and Routes signup 
September 19   3:00  Zoom 
  GRI LCP Update 
September 21 (Saturday) all day 
  Coastal Cleanup Day 
September  25 (Wednesday) 2:15-4:00    Pt. Arena H.S. gym 
  Hubs and Routes Expo 
September 27 (Friday)   5-7   Caspar Community Center 
  Meet and Greet Your Elected Officials 
September 28 (Saturday)   noon-4  Caspar Community Center 
  Jane Person memorial 
September 28 (Saturday)        Little River Inn golf course 
  Golf tournament for Mendocino College Coast Center 
October 1 (Tuesday)  6 :00 pm Zoom 
  Pros and Cons 
October 12 (Sunday)   9 am-4 pm Garden at Stanford Inn 
  Victory Gardens for Peace tour/workshop 
October 21 (Monday)  Mendocino County 
  Last day to register to receive a mail-in ballot 
November 5  United States 
  Election Day 

Meet and 

 Greet 

 
Friday 

September 27 

5:00 to 7:00 

Caspar 
Community 

Center 
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