
First of the primary season

Willits Candidate Forum
for Third District Supervisor

The first public Mendocino County candidate forum for the June Primary 
has been scheduled for 4 pm on Sunday, April 19, at the Little Lake 
Grange, where 3rd District Supervisor candidates Buffey Wright 
Bourassa, Russell Green, Eric Hart, and Clay Romero will introduce 
themselves and their positions, as well as answer questions from the 
organizers and the attendees. Sherrie Ebyam will moderate, Carole Press 
will be the timekeeper, while Janice Lombardi and Madge Strong will 
help with collecting and organizing questions. The event is being 
presented by the Mendocino Women’s Political Coalition (MWPC), the 
Mendocino County League of Women Voters, the Little Lake Grange, the 
Willits Branch Library, Willits Economic Localization (WELL), the 
Willits Environmental Center (WEC), and Willits Indivisible. The forum 
will be livestreamed online at the MWPC Facebook page. 

League forums for 5th District Supervisor and the contested judgeship, 
and “pros & cons” for Measure A will be scheduled for a later date. 

 

Box: What’s on the Ballot? 

 

President’s message …

Let’s Get Out
       (and Inform) the Vote

by Charlene McAllister 

Throughout history, innumerable individuals fought 
for the right to vote. People from many 
backgrounds, including women, communities of 
color, people with disabilities, and countless others, 
endured immense hardships and discrimination to 
secure this fundamental right. It’s always good to remember that voting was once 
inaccessible for many people and that, as times have changed, it is important to 
appreciate the tangible results of decades of struggle. By exercising your right to 
vote, you honor their struggle and show gratitude for the progress made towards a 
more equitable and inclusive society. 

The June Primary election is just around the corner and it is time for the League to 
focus on getting out the vote.  As of this past December, Mendocino County had 
67,245 eligible voters, and of that total, 54,159 (80%) were actually registered to 
vote. There is still a need to register voters, especially in some of our remoter 
areas.  If you would like to be involved in this task, give us a call and we will see 
that you have the forms.  

Want to work on informing the vote?  We will be participating in candidate 
forums for the 3rd and 5th Supervisor Districts, and will be holding a Pros & 
Cons informational session on the upcoming Mendocino County ballot measure.  
Tabling at events is a good way to get the word out about the importance of 
voting.  If you know of an event or place that would be good to have a presence, 
let us know! 

Purposes of Forest Management 
Proposed Legislation Explored

On March 19 the Mendo Vision workgroup and the Mendocino League hosted a 
panel discussion on AB 2494, a bill to change the mandate for managing the 
demonstration state forest system, of which Mendocino County’s Jackson 
Demonstration State Forest (JDSF) constitutes more than half. The measure, co-
sponsored by 2nd District Assemblyperson Chris Rogers and 2nd District State 
Senator Mike McGuire, is under committee consideration in the Legislature. 
Rogers’ aide Scott Alonso, and legislation co-author John P. O’Brien presented 
background and details about the proposal, while Jackson Advisory Group 
member Amy Winn sat in, both to learn and to supply local details. Questions and 
comments from the Zoom meeting participants followed. 

Scott said that the bill attempts to bring recognition of “climate change, [plus] 
environmental and sustainability principles, into how CalFire manages the state 
demonstration forest system.” Language in the state code regarding management 
practices hasn’t been updated since the 1970’s, or in some cases, the 60’s. The 
legislation attempts to introduce concepts and principles which had not been 
considered in those days—climate mitigation, wildfire resilience, biodiversity 
conservation, and tribal co-management. The system is currently funded through 
its commercial timber sales, but the bill would switch its budget source to a 
timber restoration tax-based fund (enacted in 2013). This would keep the income 
to be derived from timber harvesting from “driving” management decisions. He 
said that the bill would not change research, which would continue on the same 
basis it is undertaken under current law. It would allow for more consideration of 
recreation, which is likely to provide an expansion of eco-tourism as a benefit to 
the economy. The bill would not prohibit logging, only reorient and expand the 
principles that CalFire should use in managing the forest. 

Climate scientist O’Brien presented a slide show highlighting some of the major 
aspects of the legislation. The slides showed: 
• current state code language mandating “sustained production” of the “forest 

crop,” with other considerations made secondary 
• principles which the new law would make co-equal:  forest restoration/

watershed rehabilitation, tribal co-management, biodiversity, scientific research, 
recreation, timber harvest/sales/jobs 

• a map and statistics showing what remains of the original redwood forest 
• how the legislation would shift official designation of state forests to allow 

inclusion in 30 x 30 projects 
• photos showing how current management maximizes harvesting of largest 2nd 

growth trees—the new principles would focus on harvesting smaller trees, 
thereby promoting wildfire resilience and carbon sequestration which the larger 
trees have much more of 

• graphs showing how the logging moratorium in the decade after 2000 led to 
better forest health and increased biomass 

• graphs of how global warming is affecting forest growth negatively since 2000 
• an analysis of the Caspar 500 THP showing the contrast between commercial, 

or overstory management, compared to restoration management, which would 
be mandated by the new law 

• the possibility for harvesting at equal or greater value than before, while 
preserving larger trees 

Followup discussion included 
• How would restorative logging plans affect road-building in the forest? 
• Would the bill allow the forest to be used for food or herb production? 
• Could indigenous people work and live in the forest as part of co-management? 
• Does the Coastal Commission have any jurisdiction in parts of JDSF within the 

Coastal Zone? 
• The economic benefits from restoration logging which Redwoods Rising in 

Humboldt Co. has demonstrated  
• How the legislation may allow for abandoned logging roads to be restoratively 

decommissioned 
• The expanded eco-tourism likely to come from the new owners of the 

Mendocino Hotel/Hill House 
• The economic benefits which many communities have gained from encouraging 

mountain biking 

The discussion of AB 2494 takes up the first hour and five minutes of the Mendo 
Vision/LWV meeting recording on You Tube. Dr. O’Brien posted links to three 
other presentations he has made, which were sources for what he shared: the 
history of JDSF management and climate change; a report on state forest jobs and 
the economic impact of logging vs. forest restoration; and a report and critical 
assessment of jdsf management.  

On March 24, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors voted 3–2 to send a 
letter of support for AB 2494. 

Planning Process Review
LCP Updates and more

The second half of the March 19 Mendo Vision/LWV meeting was devoted to the 
three LCP Updates going on in Mendocino County, and other recent reports 
dealing with land use and transportation planning. Julia Krog, Marie Jones, and 
Sarah McCormick presented information about the progress which the county and 
the cities of Point Arena and Fort Bragg are making in carrying out the Coastal 
Commission-funded updates to their Coastal Programs. Jary Stavely and Marie 
gave news from Fort Bragg and Point Arena; Hector Ortega and James Sookne 
from MCOG; and Melissa Kraemer also reported information from the Coastal 
Commission during the Zoom “call.” 

 According to Julia, the consultant for the Visual & Archeological Resources study 
in the county LCP Update has finalized its report, which was to be reviewed by 
her staff during the third week of March, and will be released for public comment 
shortly thereafter. Her staff is giving its final comments for the Traffic analysis, 
and she expects it to be presented to the county Planning Commission and 
Supervisors starting in May. The technical advisors for the Groundwater study 
will have their final meeting during the second week of April, and the report 
should be released to the public soon after. Draft policies for the Habitat/Natural 
Resources section, currently under review by various regulatory agencies, are 
expected to go to the Planning Commission in May, and to the Supervisors in 
July. A survey for the Visitor-Serving/Recreation portion is being conducted with 
lodging operators, which will help balance out all the factors needed for its final 
form. The last round of editing with the consultants for the SLR/Resiliency 
Strategy will conclude in time to be shared with the stakeholder group in early 
April.  

Julia mentioned two other long-range planning efforts of interest. The county’s 
next 8-year Housing Element update, for 2027–2035, will need to be prepared by 
August 2027, so a contract for the consultant to help was to come before the BOS 
on March 24. Although the total number for the county’s RHNA (regional housing 
needs allocation), 6,456 units, has been determined, they are waiting for MCOG 
to determine what numbers the four cities and the county as a whole will have to 
plan for. Having the update certified by the state Department of Housing and 
Community Development is critical for obtaining and maintaining funding. 
Finally, the county has put out a request for proposals for consultants to prepare 
an update to its Resource Management Element. The update is required to ensure 
that various considerations—economic justice, conservation, re-wilding, for 
example—are incorporated into planning. 

Jary said that the Fort Bragg Planning Commission had just reviewed the city’s 
General Plan Annual Progress Report, which would be presented to the City 
Council on March 23, and that it contained, in particular, information on city 
housing action during 2025 (that data is online), of possible interest to others on 
the call. Marie summarized her current efforts towards updating the city’s LCP, 
which includes streamlining the processes for housing development as part of 
gaining state Pro-Housing certification, and developing new business-friendly 
policies. She stated that Point Arena is moving ahead with its pier renovation. 
Sarah recently met with county staff and the SLR/Resiliency Strategy consultants 
to co-ordinate their reports, and would be presenting the results of the Blue 
Economy Aquaculture Feasibility Study at a National Shellfisheries Association 
conference in late March. She is to present the city’s contribution to the county’s 
hazard mitigation plan soon, which, when produced, will be open for a relatively 
short 2-week public comment period. 

MCOG representatives gave details on three studies of interest—a Sea Level Rise 
Roadway Impact Study, the recently completed Noyo Harbor Circulation Study, 
and the county Regional Transportation Plan. The SLR study is intended to 
identify city and county (not state or private) roads which are vulnerable, and 
feasible solutions for their problems. Hector stressed that it is a planning, not an 
action, document. The initial phase of the study has selected several sites for 
future study and analysis—Pt. Cabrillo Dr. just south of Doyle Creek, Old Coast 
Hwy., Port Rd., and Lighthouse Rd. have come in at the top of the list. 
Community workshops for the study were to be held in Point Arena on March 25, 
in Fort Bragg on the 26th, and on Zoom the 31st. The Noyo Harbor Multi-Modal 
Circulation Access Plan was funded to address problems faced by vehicles and 
pedestrians which have developed over the years in the unincorporated Noyo 
Harbor. The final plan has been published, and is available for use by civic 
authorities. James announced that the Regional Transportation & Active 
Transportation Plan was almost ready, and that it would be presented to the Board 
in April or May. 

Melissa told about the Nature-Based Adaptation Strategies Guidance document 
just adopted by the Coastal Commission. Such strategies, also called “green 
infrastructure” or “living shorelines”, “use natural materials and processes to 
protect shorelines from hazards, while also providing benefits such as habitat 
enhancement, recreation, and scenic resource preservation, water quality 
improvements, and carbon sequestration and storage.”  The document provides 
technical support for preferring such procedures over more traditional sea walls 
and armoring, and aligns with California’s 30 x 30 initiative. She showed pages 
from the Commission website providing extensive background. She also 
highlighted the website’s interactive Coastal Trail map, which has a new layer 
dealing with SLR.  

Moderator Peter McNamee closed the meeting by drawing attention to recent 
developments regarding offshore oil development. The Trump Administration has 
moved to allow oil company Sable to reactivate its oil pipeline under the Santa 
Barbara channel to a Central Valley refinery, although the Coastal Commission is 
opposed, and the state has filed suit to block its use through Gaviota State Park. 
Also, the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management wants to re-open the sale 
of offshore oil leases (including off Mendocino County) in 2029, and was taking 
comments on the idea until March 29th. Melissa said that her agency and the 
California Natural Resources Agency have opposed such sales in the past, and 
were working on a letter of opposition to this current one. 

The meeting was recorded and is on You Tube—the LCP Update section begins 
an hour and five minutes in. Information on all the county LCP Updates may be 
found online. Julia later provided the link for the new Fish and Game Commission 
Propagation Grant Cycle, currently open with a filing deadline of Friday, April 3, 
2026. The Commission staff produced a couple of earlier memos in 2021 and 
2023 on Nature Based Adaptation Strategies, which are helpful because they 
include just basic info about different types of strategies, as well as examples of 
policies in various LCPs that promote the use of these strategies. The next Mendo 
Vision Land Use Zoom will take place on May 21, from 3–5 pm. 

LWVMC Opposes
 SAVE America Act

In March the Mendocino County League took action to oppose the SAVE 
America Act, now under consideration in the U.S. Senate, after having been 
passed by the House. The League issued a press release, sent letters to local 
newspapers, and is asking city councils in the county to also take action in 
opposition. Here is the text of the League’s letter to the editor: 

“On May 21, 2025, the County of Mendocino sent a letter to Jared Huffman 
stating strong opposition to the SAVE Act (Safeguarding American Voter 
Eligibility).   We are asking readers to do the same, but since the act has 
passed the House, to send your letters thanking them for their opposition to 
Senators Alex Padilla (331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 
20510 — (202) 224-3553; and Adam Schiff (112 Hart Senate Office Building, 
Washington DC 20510 — (202) 224-3841). 

“Despite its name, the SAVE Act would impose significant new restrictions on 
voter registration processes and shift the burden of proof of citizenship onto 
individuals and local election offices—despite the fact that non-citizens are 
already prohibited from voting in federal and California elections under 
existing law.  

“This legislation would require every voter—newly registering or updating 
their registration—to present documentary proof of U.S. citizenship. 
Acceptable documents would likely include a birth certificate, U.S. passport, 
or naturalization papers. The mandate would apply retroactively to all voters 
whose citizenship status cannot be confirmed in existing databases, regardless 
of how long they have been registered. 

“It is even more important that we make our voices heard with the threat of a 
ballot measure in November, urging many of these same requirements.   

“The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County is urging you to stand 
with the LWV California, and Secretary of State Shirley N. Weber, Ph.D., who 
has expressed grave concerns about this act and the potential ballot measure, 
stating that it would ‘make it harder for all eligible voters to cast their votes 
and participate in our democracy,’ and would reverse decades of progress 
toward broadening access to the ballot. 

“Thank you for your consideration, 
Charlene McAllister, President 
LWV Mendocino County” 

The press release, which can be found on LWVMC's webpage, gives more 
background to the perniciousness of the proposed law. U.S. League CEO Celina 
Stewart has also written an article about this SAVE Act in the Atlantic. 

League participates in

No Kings Day 3 

Members Charlene McAllister and Jessica Morton turned out in Mendocino, 
while Jary Stavely and Morning Nichols tabled for the League with information 
on the California Clean Money Act in Fort Bragg, as part of the pro-democracy 
No Kings Day event held nationwide and further on March 28. Turnout on the 
Coast was estimated at close to 2000. Stories were filed by Frank Hartzell and 
Elise Cox. Indivisible Mendocino has shared photos by Bob Dominy online. 

Local Announcements
Caspar Garden Beds Available
The Caspar Community garden has a few beds available. Beds are approximately 
4’ x 25’, and there is a spigot at each bed for drip irrigation if you want to use it. 
Rent is $25 a year. For more information and/or to tour the garden contact 
Rochelle at relkan@mcn.org. 

Earth Day Festival Returning
The Noyo Food Forest’s 17th Annual Earth Day Festival will take place Saturday, 
April 18 from 12–5 pm, on the grounds north of Fort Bragg High School, 300 
Dana St. This year’s Earth Day Festival features an Opening with Tribal Elder 
Edwina Lincoln, member of the Round Valley Indian Reservation in Covelo; a 
huge plant sale; live music, including headliner, Recycled Grass; performances by 
Circus Mecca; a Kids’ Zone hosted by Flockworks; the Rotary Club BBQ; a 
garden mural reveal by artist Rebecca Wallace; local vendors & non-profit booths; 
bicycle-powered smoothies; a bike rack station by Mendocino Coast Cyclists; and 
a workshop: “Low-Tech Solutions for Community Resilience” with Nik Robalino. 
This free event is open to all (donations encouraged). Please observe school 
campus rules: no dogs, alcohol, drugs, or smoking. 

More information, and how to get involved at http://noyofoodforest.org. 

Election Workers Needed
The Independent Coast Observer reports that “the Point Arena polling place is in 
desperate need of workers for upcoming elections. If no one is found, it may have 
to close! If you are interested in working at the polling place, please call the 
Elections Office at 707-234-6808, or email mcvotes@mendocinocounty.gov.” The 
county pays a small stipend. Inquiries about helping in other areas are also 
welcome. 

Background on Mendocino College Bond Measure
Information about Measure A, ‘Mendocino College Career Training/Affordable 
Education,” on the June Primary Ballot, has been published on the community 
college’s webpage. 

Community Foundation Spotlights Frej Barti
Mendocino High School graduate and former local League member Frej Barti 
was featured in a recent Mendocino Community Foundation Facebook post about 
its scholarship program. The message gives an update about his current college 
career, and includes several photos. 

Local & Regional Stories
Mendocino County journalists have covered many stories of possible interest to 
Voter readers this past month. With the help of Elise Cox and Mendo Local, here 
is a summary. 

County Budget Adjustment
Elise Cox of Mendo Local explained in an article how the county’s semi-annual 
budget review led to a significant narrowing of the projected shortfall for this 
year, without addressing its ongoing structural deficit. 

Willits Financial Emergency
Elise interviewed Willits Finance Director Manuel Orozco for a piece about the 
fiscal crisis which led to significant layoffs and a major consolidation of 
municipal government in mid-March. 

New Federal Forest Comment Rule Challenged
California Attorney General Rob Bonta has joined eight other states opposing a 
federal proposal that would cut public comment periods by more than half, and 
eliminate neutral review of national forest decisions. The coalition argues the rule 
would weaken transparency in the management of California’s 20 million acres of 
national forests. Elise’s story also mentions the then upcoming discussion of AB 
2494 discussed in this Voter. 

Expansion of Willits College Campus
Nearly $20 million in state and federal funding will support construction of a new 
18,843-square-foot career training facility at the Mendocino College Willits 
campus, expected to open in spring 2029, according to Justine Frederickson in the 
Ukiah Daily Journal. Programs will include construction trades, lab service 
technology, and fire science, including a new Fire Academy. 

Sales Tax for Roads
Elise’s story provides details on the Supervisors’ March 10 vote to put a 1-cent 
sales tax measure on the November ballot. If approved by voters, the measure 
would generate an estimated $5 million to $6 million annually for maintenance of 
county roads. The tax would only be levied in unincorporated areas of the county. 

Sustainable Farming on the Coast
This MendoLocal story examines current methods being employed, with which 
local farmers pioneer “adaptation gardening,” growing freely pollinating crops 
that evolve to thrive in Mendocino’s climate. These plants are resilient, nutrient-
dense, and not controlled by corporate patents. 

Skunk Train Legal Jurisdiction Dispute
The California Coastal Commission has withdrawn its appeal of the recent court 
decision affirming Mendocino Railway’s status as a Common Carrier. According 
to Elise’s story, “federal decisions are undercutting California’s regulatory 
authority… at the former Georgia-Pacific mill site, ahead of an April 15 
settlement conference.” 

Infrastructure Financing Tool for Development
The county joined a statewide financing program allowing developers to fund 
roads, sewer systems, and fees through tax-exempt bonds. Property owners repay 
via assessments, with limited county risk. Read Elise’s story online. 

Supervisors’ Decision on State Forest Management
Elise reported on the Supervisors’ March 24 vote to send a letter of support for 
AB 2494 [see Voter article above]. “California Assemblymember Chris Rogers’ 
AB 2494 would shift state forest management toward biodiversity, fire resilience, 
and climate goals—away from traditional timber extraction. The Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors backed the bill in a 3–2 vote, with Supervisors 
Bernie Norvell and Madeline Cline dissenting.” The MendoLocal story is on 
Substack. 

Signs of Fascism
Call for demonstration participants

from Hannah-Leigh Bull 

Indivisible Mendocino Coast is planning another Signs of Fascism event on Noyo 
Bridge in Fort Bragg for Saturday, May 9, from 12:30 to 1:30 pm, after our 
regular weekly rally. This time we will be on both sides of Noyo Bridge, bringing 
to the west side images of the Signs of Universal Human Rights ratified by the 
United Nations in 1948. We hope that members of other volunteer groups will 
join us. To give you an idea of the event, see online the stills created by Bob 
Dominy from our last one on February 7. 

This time we are adding 20 of the universal human rights phrases. We like two 
people with each sign, both to take turns holding the sign and to keep each other 
company. This is not a rally; it is street theater; we will be dressing accordingly. 
Those holding Fascism signs will dress in black, wearing bandanas to mirror the 
secret police, and will present a somber tone; those holding the Human Rights 
signs will dress colorfully, and present a more contented tone, consistent with the 
honoring of these universal human rights. 

Those interested in participating, please contact Hannah-Leigh Bull 
at llamadeara@gmail.com as soon as you know you are available, and let her 
know whether you wish to carry a Fascism or Human Rights sign. We have 20 of 
each and ideally want 40 people on each side of the bridge, 80 total. This is an 
awesome, riveting statement and event; we hope you can join with us. 

Opinion

California’s Primary System 
It’s broken

by Peter McNamee  

[ed. note:  Peter sent this message to League leaders and colleagues in early 
March—we publish it as his individual opinion.] 

For Democracy to work, we need strong political parties with diverse solutions to 
the challenges society confronts. In a multiparty Democracy, the purpose of 
primary elections is to reduce the field of potential candidates from each political 
party to the best candidate from that party. Democracy is then strengthened by 
having the best each party has to offer compete for the support of a majority of all 
voters in the general election.  

California’s election system is broken for two reasons. The first is that political 
parties have become weak and useless as incubators for strong smart candidates 
with real alternative solutions to the challenges confronting society. The second is 
that primary elections no longer winnow down the number of candidates voters 
have to choose from to the best from each political party. Instead, they just reduce 
the field of candidates down to the top two primary vote getters, even when the 
top two have almost identical credentials to offer voters in the followup general 
election.   

That makes for a sloppy, dysfunctional election system that is far too susceptible 
to inferior candidates capturing powerful government offices, without the support 
of a majority of voters.   

The solution is simple. Make primary elections relevant and useful again, by 
allowing the top primary vote getter from each recognized political party to 
compete for the support of all voters in general elections. The candidate that gets 
the most votes in general elections will be the compromise that most voters 
choose, and will have earned the public’s support to govern. Restoring the role of 
primary elections as the mechanism for selecting the best candidates from each 
party to compete in general elections will not fix all our Democracy’s problems, 
but it will make it work better.  And it will also serve to make political parties 
relevant again as mechanisms for nurturing strong, smart, fire-tested candidates 
that offer general election voters real choices. 

A Calmatters article by Yue Stella Yu highlights the breakdown of California’s top 
two primary system and why it undermines Democracy. 

California League Reports
Federal Lawsuit Decision Appealed
The League of Women Voters of California is back in court defending voters’ 
rights and privacy. Last year, the U.S. Department of Justice sued California 
demanding access to the state’s entire voter registration database — including 
highly sensitive personal information belonging to millions of voters. The League 
intervened in the case to defend voter privacy and the integrity of our elections. In 
January, a federal judge dismissed the DOJ’s lawsuit, rejecting this unprecedented 
attempt to obtain Californians’ voter data. But the fight isn’t over. The DOJ has 
now filed a notice of appeal and is asking the Ninth Circuit to rush the case 
forward on an aggressive timeline. Their proposed schedule is completely 
unreasonable—and our legal team is preparing a response opposing it. 

LWVC Opposes Voter I.D. Initiative
As part of a coalition with Common Cause, the ACLU, and others, the state 
League has published a fact sheet regarding a voting restriction initiative likely to 
be on the November ballot. The document begins, “California's elections are 
secure. The proposed initiative would require voters to show government-issued 
ID every time they vote, creating privacy risks, barriers for eligible voters, ballot 
rejections, and targeting communities that already face obstacles to voting. 
Mandatory citizenship checks using flawed databases would lead to purges of 
eligible voters from the rolls. All this to solve a problem that doesn't exist. Public 
trust in elections is built by making elections accessible, and rules clear and stable
—not by adding new hoops for eligible voters.” 

Support for Clean Money Initiative
In February 2026, the League of Women Voters of California, California Clean 
Money Action Fund, and California Common Cause officially launched the 
campaign for the California Fair Elections Act, which will appear on the 
November 2026 ballot. This landmark measure will lift the ban on public 
campaign financing in California and help ensure that everyday Californians, not 
just wealthy special interests, have a meaningful voice in our elections. For 
decades, the League has fought to reduce the undue influence of money in 
politics. The California Fair Elections Act represents one of the most significant 
opportunities in a generation to make our elections more transparent, more 
competitive, and more accountable to voters. By empowering small-dollar donors 
and reducing the influence of large special interests, this act ensures that our 
elected officials are accountable to the voters they represent, not just wealthy 
campaign contributors. Public financing also opens the playing field to more 
candidates who reflect the full diversity of California. When Latino, Asian 
American, and Black Californians, who make up nearly two-thirds of our 
population, have candidates on the ballot who speak to their lives and concerns, 
they have more reason to engage and turn out to vote. A fact sheet in support of 
the measure is online. 

Support for Local Peace Officers Law
One of the first bills we have signed onto in support this session is AB 1537 
(Bryan). This measure is critical for promoting local community safety and officer 
accountability amid ongoing abuses from ICE. The goal is to prevent local and 
state law enforcement officers from moonlighting for ICE, the Department of 
Homeland Security, their contractors, or any other federal immigration 
enforcement operation. AB 1537 would strengthen community trust by 
prohibiting local peace officers from serving as immigration agents on the side. 
Californians should be able to trust that local and state law enforcement officers 
act in their interest, and people should feel safe reporting crimes, seeking help, 
and cooperating with law enforcement. Our letter of support is online.  

U.S. League News
Press Conference Opposing SAVE America Act
On March 17, Celina Stewart, Esq., Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the League 
of Women Voters, US Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), US 
Senator Alex Padilla (D-CA), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on 
Rules and Administration, US Representative Joe Morelle (NY-25), Ranking 
Member of the House Administration Committee, and voting rights advocates 
held a press conference rejecting the SAVE America Act, an extreme voter 
suppression bill that the Senate is considering. The push to pass the anti-voter 
legislation follows President Trump’s threat to stop signing legislation until its 
passage. 

Statement on ICE Funding
The League sent a letter to congressional leadership to keep ICE, CBP, and 
immigration detention funding out of the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) funding legislation. 

Judge Allows Voting Barriers in NC
Despite clear evidence of harm to young voters, a federal judge declined to block 
North Carolina’s Senate Bill 747 (SB 747), which makes it easier for lawful 
ballots cast during early voting to be thrown out through no fault of the voter. The 
decision allows new barriers to participation in elections, particularly for students, 
to remain in place. The LWV press release is online. 

Adoptees Without Citizenship
While adoptees are not the explicit targets of the Trump administration’s racist 
crackdown on immigrants, many are justifiably concerned. Someone who has 
lawfully obtained US citizenship cannot have their citizenship revoked by the 
Administration outside of extenuating circumstances. This protection includes 
many adoptees. Yet a 2024 study from the AP found that tens of thousands of 
adoptees could lack citizenship, particularly those from the Korean adoption 
diaspora (which has the world’s longest and largest international adoption 
program). Many of them may not even know it. More on the LWVUS Blog page. 

Reflections on Selma
CEO Celina Stewart attended the Selma Jubilee in early March. She writes, 
“Setting foot in Selma, you cannot help but feel the weight of history beneath 
your feet and the courage that once filled these streets. The Edmund Pettus Bridge 
is not simply a landmark—it is a reminder of the sacrifices made by citizens who 
demanded that the promise of democracy include them. From the breakfast LWV 
hosted to witnessing multiple LWV Leagues march across the Bridge, I was so 
inspired to see longtime friends and new faces honoring the 61st Anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday. The bravery of the civil rights activists who came before us 
continues to inspire the League of Women Voters today, especially as we continue 
to protect and educate voters, and strengthen participation in our democracy. 
Selma is a call to action—to move the work forward by ensuring every voice is 
heard and that each vote counts.” 

Response to Executive Order on Elections
The League of Women Voters issued the following statement in response to 
President Trump's executive order, "Ensuring Citizenship Verification and 
Integrity in Federal Elections":  "The League of Women Voters has always and 
will always stand unapologetically on the side of voters, particularly those who 
have been historically disenfranchised within our system, such as women, voters 
of color, voters with disabilities, and older adults. The administration's latest 
executive order (EO) is a direct attack not only on voters, but on how elections are 
run in this country.” 
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Calendar
April 18 (Saturday)    12-5    Noyo Food Forest (at FBHS) 
  Noyo Food Forest Earth Day Festival  ▼ 
April 19 (Sunday) 4 pm Little Lake Grange 
  Third District Supervisor candidate debate ▼ 
May 1 (Friday) 
  Traditional day for strikes and protests 
May 9 (Saturday) 12:30-1:30 pm  Noyo Bridge 
  Indivisible “Signs of Fascism” event ▼ 
May 21 (Thursday)  3–5 pm  Zoom 
  Mendo Vision Land Use Zoom  ▼ 
June 2 (Tuesday)   8 pm  
  Last chance to vote at your polling place 
  Mail/drop ballots must have arrived at Courthouse 

The public is welcome at these events. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors.

                 Contact LWVMC
By mail:  P.O. Box 1128, Fort Bragg CA 95437 

By email:  voter@mcn.org Message phone: (707) 937-4952 

Our website:  lwvmendo.org 

Our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LWVMendo1 

LWV Mission Statement 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
strives to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.
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Click these entries to jump to the articles.

What’s on the Ballot?
The Mendocino County June Primary ballot will include races for : 

•Governor 
•Congressional District 1 (east of Hwy. 101) 
•Congressional District 2 (west of Hwy. 101) 
•Supervisor, District 3 
•Supervisor District 5  
•Superior Court Judge, Room 3 
•Measure A—a bond measure for the Mendocino/Lake  
  Community College District.  

All other countywide and state legislature positions are uncontested. 
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