
What Will We Do?
The public is invited to join the Mendocino County League of Women Voters on 
Saturday, February 21 at 10 AM at the Caspar Community Center to identify the 
National Program for use in education, advocacy, and lobbying. What is League 
Program? LWVUS Program is the education and advocacy platform that the 
League membership adopts at each biennial LWV National Convention. The goal 
of the LWVUS Program Planning process is to achieve a collective agreement 
around how LWV will move our mission forward over a two-year period. Current 
LWVUS Positions can be found at Impact On Issues 2024 – 2026 | League of 
Women Voters. LWVUS recommends a program of Women Defend 
Democracy. There are six prongs of this to include:  Voting Rights, Election 
Protection, Redistricting, Individual Liberties, Immigration and the Presidency. 

As we look to the future, the League’s programmatic work is more critical than 
ever. Our democracy faces deepening hyper-partisanship in Congress, a surge in 
anti-voter legislation and policies nationwide, heightened instances of executive 
overreach and constitutional violations, and a growing set of international 
conflicts that directly influence domestic issues. As we confront these challenges, 
the League remains steadfast. Local and state Leagues and LWVUS continue to 
work in concert to advance our priorities and defend the integrity of our 
democratic system. 

But that's not all!  Next, we will look at local Program Planning. Where do we 
want to put our energies over the coming year in education and advocacy? This is 
the time for you to give us your input into what you think are the major issues 
facing us in Mendocino County. County Budget? Climate Change/Sea Level 
Rise?  Transportation?  Water Issues? 

Please note the new day of the week and time, which have been chosen to 
facilitate in-person attendance, although Zoom participation will also be possible. 
Coffee and refreshments will be provided, courtesy of the Westport Hotel. Be sure 
to join us in person or on line. 

President’s message …

Collaboration
 by Charlene McAllister 

The League has traditionally been an organization of clearly defined 
roles—President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer, etc. Over the past year it 
has become clear that this doesn’t always work out for the good of 
the organization. Leagues throughout the state are looking more 
toward shared responsibilities. Why is this happening? In a rapidly 
changing world, shared responsibilities are fundamental to 
addressing complex challenges. Embracing a collaborative approach, 
fostering mutual understanding, and committing to sustainable 
practices are essential steps towards building a resilient and equitable 
future for all. 

What does that mean for our League? It means more and more we have 
partnered (and will partner) with like-minded organizations on issues of 
importance. It means that more of you will be asked to take on issues or tasks to 
further the work of the League. All you need to be reminded of is that we are non-
partisan, and actions are taken where there are positions. There is much work to 
be done and no single entity can address issues in isolation; instead, collaborative 
efforts are essential for sustainable development and societal progress.  

Poll Workers Needed
Working the polls is a critical component of the electoral process that supports the 
foundation of democracy. It ensures the integrity of elections, promotes civic 
engagement, and helps maintain public confidence in the democratic system. 
Participating in poll work is a meaningful way to contribute to the democratic 
process and uphold the principles of fair and transparent elections. The 
Mendocino County Registrar of Voters is looking for poll workers, especially in 
Little River and Point Arena. Contact Amanda Wolter at 707-234-6808 or 
707-234-6827 if you are interested, or know of anyone who might be interested, 
in becoming a Poll Worker. 

January meeting …

Healthcare on the Coast 
the current situation

The Mendocino League of Women Voters hosted a panel discussion concerning 
healthcare services for coastal residents via Zoom on Jan. 20. Dr. William Miller, 
head of surgery at Adventist Health Mendocino Coast Hospital, and Lucresha 
Renteria, Executive Director of the Mendocino Coast Clinics, joined moderator 
Paula Cohen for the event. After a brief review of League positions on healthcare, 
given by Charlene McAllister, Dr. Miller presented an overview of how last 
summer’s federal funding legislation (the so-called Big Beautiful Bill) will affect 
healthcare providers who serve Medicare and Medicaid (MediCal here) patients 
over the next ten years. He prefaced his analysis by noting that Republicans seem 
to consider Medicaid as welfare needing to be controlled for fraud and waste, 
while Democrats view it as a health delivery program.  

According to the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office and the Kaiser 
Foundation, the law that was enacted will reduce Medicare payments by $45B–
$55B per year, starting with this one, cuts which will not affect Medicare 
Advantage insurance companies, but which will instead impact hospitals/clinics, 
physicians, and skilled nursing facilities, especially those that serve underserved 
areas, like our rural one, with high percentages of patients on Medicare and 
Medicaid. A second feature of the new law is that Medicare payments to 
physicians, already considered low, will have their inflation adjustment capped, 
sending them comparably even lower. Part D deductibles for those on Medicare 
are to increase. The elderly with Medicare Advantage plans are also expected to 
see increased expenditures for their care. Critical Access hospitals such as ours 
will see their reimbursements for administrative overhead decrease incrementally, 
beginning in 2027. 

The legislation will have a larger impact on Medicaid—a $911B cumulative 
reduction in expenditures (starting this year), which by 2034 will leave an 
estimated 10 million citizens without insurance. Medicaid recipients, some of 
whom are unemployable and/or homeless, will need to demonstrate that they are 
working 80 hrs./month, and will be required to re-certify this status every six 
months. A streamlining in the process of enrolling for Medicaid begun during the 
Biden administration is now paused for ten years, with additional paperwork and 
interviewing required, making enrollment more cumbersome and expensive for 
the agencies involved. Another aspect of the legislation is a reduction in federal 
reimbursement for ‘emergency medicaid,’ something which will negatively 
impact hospitals and clinics, which by law must provide emergency care 
regardless of whether a patient can pay. In summary, Dr. Miller suggested that the 
legislation, besides reducing the healthcare available to marginalized people, will 
shift costs from the government to the hospitals themselves. 

Ms. Renteria began her presentation with a description of the many services the 
Mendocino Coast Clinics, a  Federally Qualified Health Center, have grown to 
provide since its inception 31+ years ago. Mostly situated in Fort Bragg, the MCC 
will expand its Blue Door teen mental health services to Mendocino High School 
in February, and has lately been helping to provide them in Point Arena until the 
South Coast clinic, Redwood Coast Services, gets its own clinic fully established. 
The operation recently received  an “A+++” rating for the  quality of service it 
provides. This summer it will add the Mendocino Coast Pharmacy to its array of 
healthcare services.  

In addition to the federal cutbacks, the state’s budgetary shortfall is further 
affecting funding and coverage provided by MediCal. The Governor has cut 
services to those with “unsatisfactory immigration status,” which includes not 
only undocumented immigrants, but also DACA recipients and refugees. Such 
people are estimated to comprise 11% of the county population. Over the past 4 
years the state has added many non-citizens to “full-scope MediCal,” but anyone 
not included as of Jan.1st, or who loses it due to the new employment rules, will 
fall back into the emergency category Dr. Miller referred to. The Clinics have 
advocates ready to work with residents needing help with the new requirements. 
Since MediCal dental coverage will also end on July 1 due to the state budget 
deficit, the MCC is trying to provide as many services as possible before then. 
The state changes are likely to seriously hamper the recent efforts to establish 
preventive medicine to the marginal population, and are affecting the provision of 
healthcare much more immediately than the phased-in federal legislation (also 
known as HR1). 

Dr. Miller brought up another healthcare challenge—the nationwide shortage of 
healthcare providers. During the years in which baby boomers reached maturity, 
nursing was one of the three major career arcs generally chosen by women, and a 
large cadre of them are now disappearing, due to retirement, and accelerated by 
the pandemic. The shortage affects both nurses and physicians in every field 
except, locally, pharmacy. (The recent closure of Rite-Aid has supplied that need, 
at least temporarily.) The reduction in government reimbursement hitting at the 
same time as the labor shortage, means that the shortfall cannot be met by higher 
pay. More use of physician assistants, telemedicine, and A.I. may meet part of the 
need. 

Another looming challenge is a possible ballot initiative which would require 
90% of healthcare agencies’ revenues be spent on direct patient care. MCC 
currently spends 73% on direct care, and Ms. Renteria sees no way to avoid 
bankruptcy if it becomes law. The effort is being promoted by the S.E.I.U. and the 
U.H.W. 

Both panelists ended the evening on a positive note. Dr. Miller’s hospital has 
jumped from the very lowest to the very highest in the Adventist Health system in 
metrics of patient satisfaction. The administrators are committed to making 
strategic responses to challenges, and he expects the hospital to survive. The 
federal cutbacks take effect gradually over 10 years, and a new Congress may 
make changes before the recent bill takes its full course. Electoral change is 
possible. The Coast Clinics have had a successful recruitment drive, recently 
hiring a new pediatrician, nurse practitioner, and nurse, while replacing a dentist. 
A new family practice physician will begin in Feb. Their team has excellent 
morale and a low turnover rate. The one-hour meeting was recorded, and may be 
found on YouTube. 

Emergency Phone Network
The Mendocino Huddle is organizing a Coast Fast-Act Network to respond to 
emergency situations, using Signal. Their call for volunteers lists two 
requirements. First, download the Signal app to your phone (information about 
the app at signal.org; downloads at the Apple Store or Google Play on their 
phones). Second, come to the Huddle meeting, February 12, 6 PM, at the 
Mendocino Presbyterian Church, for a Signal orientation and to join. A 
smartphone is required for Signal use, but members will help spread the word to 
folks who don’t use them. 

They also seek safety monitors for a No Kings demonstration on March 28. Those 
interested may email mendohuddle@gmail.com. 

Youth Councils
for young voters

The Mendocino League would like to launch a program of chapter Youth 
Councils with members from our county high schools, to pre-register and register 
high school students age 16-18 to vote. The idea is to start with the Mendocino 
Coast, specifically the Fort Bragg and Mendocino high schools, and if that effort 
rolls smoothly, extend the LWVMC Youth Council program inland. Volunteers in 
the LWVMC Youth Council Committee would participate in 

• Building trusted relationships with our high school student and administrative 
leadership, to plan the preregistration drives; 

• Training to assist students in completing their preregistration forms and ensure 
they are legally preregistered and that their registration activates at age 18; 

• Create engaging non-partisan videos and announcements to educate about 
voting and inspire students to preregister, with a high school student audience 
on social media and through school media; 

• Assist students and teachers extend the Youth Councils into the school year 
starting in Fall 2026. 

LWV of South San Mateo County has successfully overseen the youth councils in 
its high schools to facilitate voter registration for California high school students. 
For information on how that chapter introduced the concept, see their online 
invitation. 

If you are interested in volunteering for the LWVMC Youth Council Committee 
on the Mendocino Coast, or later, inland, please contact Hannah-Leigh Bull at 
llamadeara@gmail.com, or 505-901-1476. She is looking forward to meeting with 
volunteers who want to support young people in understanding the importance of 
voting, and registering to vote. 

GRI planning review

LCP Updates and More
Mendocino Transit Authority Executive Director Jacob King, Noyo Harbormaster 
Anna Neumann, Mendocino County Planning Dept. Director Julia Krog, Fort 
Bragg Economic Development Manager Sarah McCormick, and several 
representatives from the California Coastal Commission all presented information 
at the Grassroots Institute’s Mendocino Vision Workgroup’s bi-monthly LCP 
Update review meeting on Jan. 15. Jacob announced that three shuttle-style 
electric buses are coming to Fort Bragg for its Braggabout (Rte. #5) service, and 
they will soon be employed up and down the coast in its Coaster (#60) route as 
well. The process of obtaining and using them, which has included developing the 
necessary charging infrastructure, has taken three years. They cost $100K apiece. 

Anna announced that the new 20-ton ice facility for commercial fishing was 
nearly complete—it is due to charge up on Feb. 2. Planning and permitting for an 
extensive marina redevelopment project, funded by the Coastal Conservancy, is 
underway. The project will involve switching structures from wood to concrete; 
changing pier design and layout; altering slip size and orientation; creating new 
docks and walkways more accessible to the public; and establishing new open 
areas for gatherings. A second public meeting to share the design will be 
scheduled at the end of Feb. or the beginning of March. 

The SLR risk assessment summary for the county LCP update has been back and 
forth between the consultants and Julia’s staff, and will be shared with the 
advisory committee, and open for public input soon. At the time of the meeting, 
the coastal recreation survey and the Visual/Archeological assessment feedback 
windows were due to close in a week, and new documents in the Groundwater 
Study were to be released and open to public comment until late Feb. 

Sarah, who was unable to participate until late in the meeting due to a city 
emergency, reported that the Harbor SLR Resilience Strategies document was in a 
final review, and would be ready to be shared at the next LCP Update Review 
meeting in March. The final BEVRI (Blue Economy Vision Resilience Initiative) 
Plan should be ready in May. California Sea Grant Fellow Jamie Miller’s two year 
association with the Blue Economy effort was to end at the end of the month—
Sarah was both sad at the conclusion, and appreciative of her contributions. Water 
quality sensors acquired for studying aquaculture feasibility have now been 
transferred to the Noyo Center for Marine Science. The city has responded to a 
DTSC query, saying that storing contaminants removed from the old millpond 
elsewhere on the site would be consistent with its LCP. She doesn’t expect the 
remediation plan for Area OU-E, including alternatives such as were asked about, 
to be considered by the DTSC until after May. 

CCC North Coast head staffer Melissa Kraemer listed items of local interest to be 
considered at the Feb. Coastal Commission meeting:  Fort Bragg LCP 
amendments concerning housing and other regulatory changes; Caltrans’ plan for 
temporary repair of the Hwy. 1 Albion River bridge; and an appeal of a permit for 
a Gualala streetscape project. Staffer Kate Anderson added that a USGS hazards 
map showing flooding projections with layers for Mendocino County was now 
available. 

The meeting featured questions and discussion about a wide variety of topics. 
Could rainwater runoff mitigation strategies employed in San Diego and Port 
Townsend, Wash. be used in Noyo Harbor or the town of Mendocino? What is 
happening to the lawsuit between the Skunk Train and Fort Bragg/CCC? Adding 
an extra stop to MTA routes can cost as much as $100K. When will the next 
dredging of the harbor take place, and where can the spoils be better placed to 
avoid catastrophic flooding? Anna discussed the harbor district’s options in 
planning for SLR. Julia discussed how housing in the harbor relates to its Fishing 
Village zoning designation. A recording of the meeting is on You Tube, and will 
be posted on the GRI Mendocino Vision website. The next bi-monthly Zoom 
meeting will take place March 19 from 3 to 5 pm. 

Local News
Local Broadband Project Encountering Difficulties

During the January 26 Fort Bragg City Council meeting, Economic Development 
Manager Sarah McCormick reported that the city’s attempt to install a fiber-optic 
municipal broadband network has encountered $3M in cost overruns. Elise Cox 
published an in-depth story on Mendo Local. 

Civic Engagement
On January 25, the Grassroots Institute, in collaboration with the League of 
Women Voters and other civic groups, invited members of the public to gather at 
the Caspar Community Center and consider adopting a “Platform for Prosperity.” 
The goal was to create a positive (rather than a reactive) document, which would 
represent an agreement of what the community collectively intends to achieve 
across the landscape of challenges it confronts. Mary Rose Kaczorowski 
documented what happened for the Mendocino Voice. 

County CEO to Step Down
Mendocino County’s top administrator, CEO Darcie Antle, will retire at the end of 
June, 2026. A Mendo Local article by Elise Cox describes her public 
announcement at the end a two-day Board of Supervisors budget priorities 
workshop on January 14. 

Climate Language Change Cheered
At its January 6 meeting, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
unanimously voted to amend the language of its legislative platform, reinserting 
references to the urgency with which climate change affects county issues. 
Environmentalists have characterized the new language as stronger than last 
year’s, adopted before the change in the national administration. Charlene 
McAllister sent the Supervisors a letter on behalf of the League thanking them for 
the vote. Fort Bragg resident Sandy Turner also sent them an appreciation: 

“Thank you for voting YES in favor of the Legislative Platform for our county a 
couple of weeks ago. I am active with the Climate Crisis Working Group of the 
Grass-Roots Institute (GRI) here on the coast. Many of us contacted you urging 
your yes votes. Several of us also attended the BOS meeting in person or via 
Zoom. Likewise, I know that many members of our sister organization, Climate 
Action Mendocino (CAM), also contacted you and attended that meeting. We 
believe that your yes votes for that version of the Platform sends a clear, strong 
message to our representatives in Sacramento and in D. C.  

 “2025 was a wild year with many decisions made by the Trump Administration, 
the House and Senate, and the Supreme Court pushing to undo science-based 
environmental protections and policies that had been in place for decades. We 
think that the bold step you made by approving the legislative platform, will help 
other counties and states follow your example, and return to policies that help 
protect our biosphere for all the plants, animals, and people around the world.  

 “Thank you again. May 2026 be a much better year for the Earth's ecosystems.” 

New Solar Technology
from Mary Rose Kaczorowski

The Solar Rights Alliance is urging the public to support SB 868 in the California 
Legislature. The bill would let consumers use ”plug-in solar” panels without 
paying fees or being required to get permission from their electric utility 
company. According to its website, “balcony solar [units], also known as plug-in 
solar, are portable solar panels that simply plug into a regular wall outlet. One 
panel can power a refrigerator, a home computer, and a few lights. Combine a few 
panels together, and you’d have enough power to run a window-unit air 
conditioner on a sunny day. Balcony Solar can safely, cheaply, and easily reduce a 
consumer’s electricity bill. Renters and homeowners alike can hang these off 
balconies, lean them against mobile homes, or put them in a yard or patio.” 

Nominations Open for Next Woman of the Year
Chris Rogers has called for his Assembly District 2 constituents to put forward 
suggestions for this year’s Woman of the Year honoree. His announcement states: 

“It is my pleasure to announce that my office is now accepting nominations for 
our 2026 Women of the Year Awards! Every year, the California Legislature hosts 
a Woman of the Year Ceremony in Sacramento to recognize the tremendous 
women throughout California. If you have a woman in mind who lives or works 
within the 2nd Assembly District and who has made a meaningful impact in our 
community, I respectfully ask you to take the time to nominate her for this 
distinguished honor by February 9, 2026.  

 “I look forward to receiving your nominations and hearing about all the amazing 
women who help make our communities such a wonderful place to live. As 
always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me or my staff if you have any 
questions or are in need of assistance with state-related issues.” 

The Assemblymember can be contacted by website, by email, or through his 
Ukiah office (200 South School Street, Suite D, Ukiah, CA 95482; (707) 
463-5770.  

Climate Action Mendocino leader Eileen Mitro won last year’s award. 

Positive Signs for Local Salmon
from Elise Cox’s digest of local news stories 

Endangered coho salmon are starting to make a comeback along the Mendocino 
Coast after decades of decline. Habitat restoration by multiple conservation 
groups helped boost local counts to more than 30,000 coho during the 2024–25 
winter season — over six times the statewide population recorded in 2008. An 
article about the count by Mandela Linder appeared in the Mendocino Voice. 

Ten Mile River (Nature Conservancy) 

Supervisors Discuss Mendocino County Audit
In mid-December the State of California released an audit of Mendocino County 
which “found that the county is facing persistent budget deficits, has not had 
sufficient oversight of spending, and had faulty processes that led to ballot errors 
in the 2024 primary election,” according to an article by Dan McMenamin in the 
Mendocino Voice. Among other things, the state found that the county was under-
collecting its property taxes, and that it needed to revise and expedite the ways in 
which it handles documents and carries out its procedures to avoid waste and 
fraud. The Auditor/Controller’s office was advised to overhaul its procedures and 
to implement best practices training. The sheriff’s and district attorney’s offices 
were singled out for improper use of funds and inappropriate donations of asset 
forfeiture funds to religious organizations. 

On January 13, the first day of a 2-day budget priorities workshop, the county 
supervisors followed up on the audit and its recommendations. As it was 
recounted at the January League board meeting, the various departments whose 
practices were criticized accepted the audit’s recommendations and promised to 
make improvements, with the exception of the D.A. who insisted that the audit’s 
findings about his office were incorrect. The various departments’ plans for 
making improvements are due to be reviewed on February 3. 

Two-Basin Solution Update
An article by Amie Windsor in the February 1 Press-Democrat reports on how the 
Round Valley Indian Tribes are responding to the Trump Administration’s attempt 
to thwart the removal of dams on the Eel River. “James Russ and Joseph Parker, 
the former and current presidents of the Round Valley Indian Tribes, are seeking 
to make their reservation healthy again. That means helping their people, they say, 
and specifically tackling high rates of diabetes and obesity that affect their tribal 
nation and many other Indigenous communities. It also means restoring their land 
and the river that has been intrinsically linked with their people for millennia.” 
The comprehensive article may be accessed online. 

League of Women Voters speaks out …

Federal Agency Killings
Provoke League Responses

LWVC after Renee Good was shot
First and foremost, the League of Women Voters of California (LWVC) strongly 
condemns the recent and escalating use of force by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) and other federal authorities against protestors in Minnesota, 
California, Oregon, and across the country. These actions represent a disturbing 
abuse of federal power and a direct threat to the constitutional rights of free 
speech, peaceful assembly, and due process. 

Peaceful protest is a cornerstone of our democracy. The use of intimidation, 
militarized tactics, and physical force against individuals exercising these rights is 
unacceptable and incompatible with democratic values. As the League of Women 
Voters of the United States has made clear, federal law enforcement must not be 
weaponized to silence dissent or suppress civic engagement. We echo the national 
League’s call for Congress to launch an immediate and independent investigation 
into a series of recent use-of-force incidents involving federal immigration 
enforcement personnel. 

We are deeply grateful to the many LWVC members and partners who showed up 
last weekend—peacefully, courageously, and in solidarity—as part of the “ICE 
Out for Good” protests. These demonstrations honor the life of Renee Good, 
demand accountability, and expose the real and devastating human cost of 
intimidation, detention, and terror inflicted on immigrant communities. Your 
presence matters. Your voices matter. The League stands with you.  

The League of Women Voters of California urges Congress 
to immediately investigate ICE’s use of force, deployment tactics, and potential 
violations of civil and constitutional rights. Oversight is not optional—it is a 
fundamental responsibility. We encourage all members and supporters to contact 
their members of Congress and demand full and transparent congressional 
investigation into ICE’s conduct; accountability for any violations of civil rights 
or misuse of federal authority; and immediate steps to ensure federal agencies 
respect constitutional protections and democratic norms. 

LWVUS & LWV Minnesota after 
Alex Pretti was shot

Minnesota is grieving and on edge. The growing presence and activities of federal 
immigration enforcement agents have terrorized, suppressed, and irreparably 
harmed our community. At a moment when Minnesotans deserve transparency, 
accountability, care, and calm leadership, the President has instead chosen to 
escalate fear by threatening to invoke the Insurrection Act and to place federal 
military forces on standby. The League opposes any illegal or unconstitutional use 
of the Insurrection Act, as positioning or threatening to deploy active-duty troops 
undermines public safety and reflects intimidation, suppression, and misuse of 
executive power. 

Minnesotans have endured profound trauma in recent years and have repeatedly 
shown that lasting safety comes from people power: communities coming 
together to reject hatred, violence, and mistrust, and to demand justice through 
democratic means. Militarization undermines that work. It escalates tension, 
erodes trust, and puts residents at greater risk. 

The League of Women Voters calls on Congress to exercise its constitutional 
oversight authority and investigate these threats of federal overreach, as well as 
DHS, ICE, and CBP use-of-force. We urge the public to reject efforts to normalize 
the use of federal military force as a response to civil unrest or tragedy. 

“The League stands with Minnesotans in affirming that democracy is built by the 
people, not imposed through fear or force. We strongly condemn any unwarranted 
federal immigration enforcement and military deployment or threat of deployment 
in Minnesota or anywhere in the United States. 

LWVUS on peaceful protest
The League of Women Voters of the United States issued a statement in 
response to the continued escalation of federal military activity in Minnesota 
from federal immigration officials. 

Call for Action
Tell Congress that federal immigration enforcement has gone too far. We ask you 
to stand with the League and demand that: 
• Senators reject additional funding for Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE), Customs and Border Protection (CBP), or immigration detention, and 
impose additional agency guardrails and accountability measures; 

• Congress investigates ICE, CBP, and the Department of Homeland Security's 
(DHS's) use of force;  

• Congress takes steps to protect civilians' constitutional rights to peacefully 
protest and assemble without their lives being threatened or taken. 

Contact your representatives now.  

League messages are out there
#ICEOut  #ICEOutNowMN  #ConstitutionalRights 

California League 
Resources and updates

Accountability and Protection Efforts in California
Here in California, LWVC is actively reviewing new legislation that proposes 
multiple strategies to hold ICE accountable for its actions within our state. These 
proposals reflect growing recognition that state-level action is essential to protect 
residents, uphold civil liberties, and establish meaningful guardrails on federal 
enforcement practices. We will continue to analyze these bills closely, engage 
with lawmakers, and keep our members informed about opportunities to advocate 
for policies that protect communities and strengthen democratic oversight. We 
also applaud the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors for its unanimous 
motion this week directing county attorneys to draft an ordinance that would 
create “ICE-free zones” on county-owned property, thereby preventing federal 
immigration enforcement agencies from staging or operating on that property. 
These efforts are a meaningful step toward protecting public spaces and upholding 
community safety in the face of escalating ICE activity. 

Advice and Resources for Citizen Action
Unfortunately, the need for accurate information and rapid response 
support remains urgent. We encourage all members and community allies to 
revisit our previously published resources on Know Your Rights information and 
California-based rapid response networks, which continue to be highly relevant as 
ICE activity escalates. Sharing this information widely can help keep individuals 
and families safer and better prepared during encounters with immigration 
enforcement. 

If you choose to participate in protests or demonstrations, we encourage everyone 
to prioritize safety and preparation: 
• Attend protests peacefully and follow guidance from trusted organizers.  
• Know your rights, including your right to remain silent and your right to legal 

counsel.  
• Bring essential items only; avoid carrying unnecessary personal information.  
• Stay aware of your surroundings and have a plan to leave safely if conditions 

escalate.  
• Look out for one another—community care is a powerful form of resistance.  

How to Document Law Enforcement Abuse
California League Executive Director Jenny Farrell has announced a training 
opportunity for people interested in documenting ICE activity:  “I think we all 
have been so inspired by what we've seen on the ground in Minnesota and want to 
be prepared to have a similar response here in California. We are looking into 
having a training with a partner organization specifically for LWVC members on 
these topics. In the meantime, however, I wanted to share with you all the 
registration link for a virtual training happening next Thursday, February 5 at 
5pm on this topic. This training is being co-hosted by Indivisible, the NO KINGS 
organizers, and other community partner organizations.” 

Voter Privacy Protected
In January, the State of California’s stand to protect voter privacy against federal 
efforts to seize data was vindicated in court. The state League issued this 
statement: “The New York Times [has covered] a major win for voter privacy in 
California. A federal judge dismissed the DOJ’s bid to access California’s 23 
million voters’ data, safeguarding privacy and the right to vote. The League of 
Women Voters of California is proud to stand with partners to defend democracy. 
Read the full article at bit.ly/NYT-LWVC.” 

California Secretary of State Shirley Weber’s statement is on the Secretary of 
State website. 

LWVUS News
National Convention Registration Open
The 57th Biennial League of Women Voters National Convention will take place 
June 25–28, 2026. Join us in Columbus, Ohio, or virtually, for this powerful 
multi-day event where League members from across the country come together to 
network, learn, and chart the course for the next biennium. National Convention is 
a League experience unlike any other, as delegates representing state and local 
Leagues vote on the LWVUS Board of Directors, Nominating Committee, bylaws 
amendments, budget, and League priorities. In addition to plenary sessions, 
Convention also includes dynamic presentations, practical trainings, and inspiring 
content that support our mission of empowering voters and defending democracy. 

In-person attendees will have full access to plenary sessions, trainings, and 
networking opportunities. Virtual attendees can fully participate in live-streamed 
plenary sessions from anywhere. Please explore this website to learn details about 
the registration process, the event hotel, and more. Information on Pre-
Convention trainings, breakout sessions, and confirmed speakers will be available 
in the coming months. This is your chance to help shape the future of our League 
and connect with fellow change-makers. Mark your calendar and get ready to be 
inspired!  To take advantage of the early bird rate ($575.00), we encourage you to 
register for Convention as soon as possible. The early bird rate will be available 
from now through March 31, 2026 (at 11:59pm ET). On April 1, 2026, the price 
will go up to $600.00.  Register now.   

Protect the Census
Last year, the House and Senate introduced the Equal Representation Act 
(H.R.151 and S.2205) to add a citizenship question to the 2030 Census and 
exclude non-citizens from the apportionment process, which determines 
the number of members each US state sends to the House of Representatives. This 
bill is unconstitutional and violates the 14th Amendment, which requires the 
apportionment of the seats in the House of Representatives to be based on “the 
whole number of persons in each State” regardless of citizenship. Given that this 
bill seeks to change the constitutional mandate for the census, it would require a 
constitutional amendment, which Congress cannot do through mere legislation, as 
set forth in Article V of the Constitution. 

The addition of a citizenship question is unnecessary and would lead to a less 
accurate census, which is not what our country needs. Census data is used to 
determine where billions of dollars of federal funding are shared with 
communities across the country, for things like roads and transit systems, schools, 
hospitals, veterans’ care, disaster preparation, and many other important quality-
of-life services. It is vital that these resources be funded proportionate to the 
whole number of persons in each community, as they are used by people 
regardless of citizenship status. An inaccurate census will only hurt Americans 
who need support in states and communities across the country. 

Urge your Members of Congress to protect the census today!  

Joint Statements on Immigration Enforcement
LWV Joined LULAC and Common Cause in calling on Congress to investigate 
ICE and CBP use of force (January 12). 

LWVUS joined about 200 national organizations in a letter to Congress opposing 
additional funding for ICE and Border Patrol and urging oversight and 
accountability (January 14). 

Before the shooting of Alex Pretti, the League of Women Voters of Minnesota and 
LWVUS issued a joint statement condemning the unwarranted federal 
immigration enforcement and escalation of military activity in Minnesota 
(January 22). 

League Condemns FBI Activity in Fulton County
The League of Women Voters of the United States, League of Women Voters of 
Georgia, and League of Women Voters of Atlanta-Fulton County issued the 
following statement regarding recent Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
activity in Fulton County: 

“What we are witnessing is an egregious and unprecedented federal intervention 
into a certified election. We are deeply concerned about the FBI activity in Fulton 
County that began on January 28, 2026. The situation is unsettling, but let’s be 
clear:  Georgia’s elections are secure, and the 2020 election results are final. 
Federal actions—no matter how disruptive—do not override established law or 
alter settled outcomes.  

“This federal overreach, authorized by US Attorney General Pam Bondi, is not 
only concerning but also sows distrust in our elections. The League of Women 
Voters must fight against any effort to spread election mis- or disinformation, 
including by our own federal government. Every voter has the fundamental right 
to cast a secure ballot free from intimidation and undue influence, and the League 
will not waver in defending that right. The League of Women Voters fully 
supports Fulton County election officials as they carry out lawful election 
administration and act within their authority to safeguard the integrity, security, 
and transparency of election operations in accordance with state and federal law.”  

The Right to Protest
The League is firmly committed to the right to peacefully protest. First 
Amendment rights are foundational to our democracy, and it is critical that we 
stand united in defending unconstitutional efforts to suppress the voices of the 
people. Federalizing a state’s National Guard without the consent of the governor 
in response to a peaceful protest is another extreme escalation in the ongoing 
attack on our democracy.  For more information go to: What You Need to Know 
About the National Guard, the Insurrection Act, and Martial Law | League of 
Women Voters 
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LWV Mission Statement 
The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active participation in government,  
strives to increase understanding 

of major public policy issues, and influences public policy 

Land Acknowledgement
The League of Women Voters of Mendocino County wishes to honor the land we are on 
and its native peoples. We want to offer recognition and respect; to counter the “doctrine of 
discovery” with the true story of the people who were already here; to support larger truth-
telling and reconciliation efforts; and to remind ourselves that colonization is still 
happening. We acknowledge that the land where we live and work is un-ceded territory of 
indigenous peoples since time began.  We are surrounded by the traditional, ancestral 
territory and current homeland of many indigenous nations.

Calendar
February 3 (Tuesday)  Courthouse, Ukiah
  Supervisors’ meeting: county department plans ✲
February 5 (Thursday)         5 PM online
  LWV Documenting Abuse online training ✲
February 9 (Monday)
  Deadline for Woman of the Year nominations ✲ 
February 10  6 PM  Zoom 
  LWVMC board meeting 
February 12 (Thursday)  6 PM   Mendocino Presbyterian Church 
  Huddle meeting: Fast-Act volunteer orientation ✲ 
February 16  United States 
  Presidents’ Day 
February 21 (Saturday)   10 AM   Caspar Community Center 
  LWVMC member meeting: Program Planning ✲ 
March 19 (Thursday)  3-5 PM   Zoom 
  GRI planning update ✲ 
March 28 (Saturday )  times/places TBD 
  No Kings! ✲ 

The public is welcome at these events. Please invite 
your friends and neighbors.  

✲ Click the asterisk to learn more about the event.
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